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‘Lest We Forget’
Memorial Day Postcards

By Roy Nuhn

“Nor Shall their story be forgot, While
Fame her record keeps.”

These lines from a stanza of an old 19th
century poem, The Bivouac of the Dead by
Theodore O’Hara, are found on several Memo-
rial Day postcards, including some by Raphal
Tuck & Sons and International Art Publishing
Company. Borrowings were also made from
other patriotic poetry and national anthems for
use as captions. Such cards were used by peo-
ple nearly a century ago to help commemorate
a very special day each year.

Several generations ago, in the years from
the beginning of the 20th century to the advent
of World War I, Americans celebrated patriotic
holidays with great fervor and intensity. One
important custom of those long ago days was
the mailing of souvenir postcards to friends
and relatives. Many such exchanges were
lovingly saved for years to come, often being
displayed in family albums and considered
special keepsakes. Card racks in the nation’s
five-and-dimes, neighborhood variety stores,
and specialized postcard shops abounded with
general purpose patriotic cards year-round.
Specific holidays, however, like the 4th of July
and Lincoln’s Birthday, were responsible for
not only the most beautiful and artistic cards
imaginable, but for the greatest variety, as well.

Memorial Day, or “Decoration Day” as

it was then called, was another national cele-
bration commemorated by large numbers of
postcards, though the tone here was far more
solemn and respective than it was boisterous
and jubilant.
Observed for the first time in 1868 by a still
war-weary nation, Memorial Day soon became
an annual May 30th tradition everywhere in
the country; everywhere, that is, except in the
states of the Old South. There a preference
for special days and traditions to honor fallen
Confederate heroes prevailed.

Not until after World War I, when the anger
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and distrust caused by the Civil War and the
Reconstruction era that followed began to burn
itself out, did anything resembling a national
Memorial Day emerge honoring not only Civ-
il War veterans but also those of subsequent
wars.

To satisfy the public’s demand for special
holiday issues, dozens of publishing houses,
mostly located in the Northeast but including
a few in Europe, turned out millions of Memo-
rial Day postcards. These had artist-designed
scenes depicting aged Northern veterans and
women and children paying homage to the liv-
ing and dead who had fought to preserve the
Union.

Others portrayed soldiers of various
wars marching off to battle and leaving tear-
ful sweethearts and wives behind, as well as
American flags, eagles, cannon, G.A.R. medals,
and decorated graves. The color blue, Johnny
Yank’s standard, dominates the artwork.

In all, nearly two dozen publishers pro-
duced more than 40 quality sets of six, eight,
ten or twelve postcards each. In addition, a few
singles were also marketed.

Continued on page 15
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Shop the Gallery this spring for refreshing inspira-
tions! Our 285 dealers are stocking spring inventory
and even have mark-downs. Look for the red and
white sale tags throughout the store.

With so much inventory, you will discover unique
antique and vintage finds for the house or garden—
statuary, pots, ironworks, furniture — to create your
sanctuary. Our expert staff is happy to assist you in
finding that certain item.

Don’t forget Mother’s Day! Make a date with Mom
for some retail therapy. See you soon!

SAVE THE DATE FOR SAVINGS!

MEMORIAL DAY

SALE
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B m Mon—Sat i "' Wl e
N 10am-6pm

X o Sunday
- : Noon-6pm A Colorado Antique Gallery Gift

FOLLOWUS ¥ Littieson Bivd Card is perfect for Mother’s Day,
birthdays or anniversaries.

[—]— Layaways and all major
o credit cards accepted.
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CELEBRATE MEMORIAL DAY: UNIQUE GIFTS FOR

MOTHERS, GRANDMOTHERS, AND GRADUATES
DEALER SALES THROUGHOUT THE STORE ALL MONTH LONG!
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ARVADA

primitives, shabby chic,
Western, Native American,
home decor & more...

Over 70 dealers with a wide variety
of antiques, vintage furnishings,
glassware, jewelry, collectibles,

Homestead Jilnttques

6530 Wadsworth Blvd., Suitel130, Arvada, CO 80003

2 Miles North of I-70 on Wadsworth, N.E. Corner of 64th and Wadsworth
www.homesteadantiquemall.net Ei
720 484-3 644 Open 7 Days a Week, 10am - 6pm

of Arvada

Best Antique Mall

1n Arvada
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CALENDAR

Show Calendar: May 2026

MAY 2: OLD CROWS’” ANTIQUES ROAD SHOW 12-3p.m.
(First Saturday of Every Month) 17120 W. Colfax Ave. Ste 106,
Golden, CO. Get estimates on your favorite treasures. Talk to
experts about your antiques, art, vintage and collectibles. Limit
1 item per person, 11 to 3. Call 303-973-8648 for more info.

MAY 16: LIVE AT THE CROWS at the Old Crows Antique
Mall & Root Beer Bar, live musical performance by Jon Steid-
mann Blues and Jazz 2-5pm 303-973-8648.

MAY 9: Mother’s Day Tea: 250 Years of American Mothers
Celebrate Mother’s Day in elegance with a three-course tea fea-
turing scones, a selection of tea sandwiches, and an assortment
of desserts. Includes a self-guided tour of Historic Hoverhome
and more. For questions contact The St. Vrain Historical Society
(303) 776-1870 or office@stvrainhistoricalsociety.org.

MAY 8-10: 75th ANNUAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN STAMP
SHOW at the Arapahoe County Fair Grounds, Call 720-459-
2841 for more information.

MAY 9-31: 7th ANNUAL ARMED FORCES ART SHOW &
SALE, in Florence, Colorado. Open to all active-duty veterans,
spouses and children. More information, call 719-621-3301.

May 16-17,2026

- & A Saturday 10am-3pm & Sunday llam-4pm
lp ﬁll i’Q&‘. @‘ w Qistoki !Q E m beis,
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Boulder County Fairgrounds,
Exhibit Building
0503 Nelson Rd.
Longmont, CO 80501

Admission: $11.00 per person or
$10.00 per person it paying in cash!
(children under 12 are free)

o{m& &s@ Gales gw

(303) 776-1870

www.stvrainhistory.org

MAY 10: OLD CROWS Mother’s Day Celebration, Free flow-
ers for mothers and grandmothers. Call 303-973-8648 for more
information.

MAY 15 & 16: FLOCO JUNKTIQUE, Florence, Colorado Junk-
tique Festival: art, antiques, collectibles, salvage, vintage and
much more show or sell. More info, call 719-784-3544.

MAY 16 & 17: 54th ANNUAL STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL VIN-
TAGE & ANTIQUE MARKET, hosted by the St. Vrain Histor-
ical Society to be held at the Boulder County Fairgrounds in
Longmont, Colorado. Over 80 antique dealers, Exhibit Building
at the Fairgrounds, 9595 Nelson Road, Longmont, Colorado,
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday 11- 4 p.m. Admission $11,
Children under 12 FREE, ($10 for cash) This fundraiser supports
the St. Vrain Historical Society and highly anticipated event in
the Longmont area.

MAY 17: FLORENCE MERCHANTS 24th ANNUAL CAR
SHOW, 9a.m. to 3 p.m. Check in begins at 6 a.m., register now
www.antiquecapitalofamerica.com.

MAY 23: OLD CROWS SUPPORTS THE ARTS, all day long
Saturday. Call 303-973-8648 for more information.

JUNE 19-21: THE 129 ANNUAL STRAWBERRY DAYS FES-
TIVAL in Glenwood Springs, Colorado, the Glenwood Sprints
Chamber invites you to be part of one of Colorado’s oldest and
most beloved festivals where tradition, art and community come
together in a stunning mountain setting. General Park hours:
Friday June 19, 1 a.m. to 10 p.m., Saturday, June 20, 10 a.m. to 10
p-m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

JULY 16 & 17: DENVER POSTCARD & PAPER SHOW, Jeffer-
son County Fairgrounds, Golden, Colorado, Friday 11 a.m. -6
p-m., Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. More information, go to den-
verpostcardshow.com.

OCT. 10 & 11: PUMPKIN PIE DAYS sponsored by St. Vrain His-
torical Society, Boulder County Fairgrounds, Longmont, home-
made pumpkin pies served.

CHARCU-TEA-RIE

AFTER HOURS

MAY 7TH
5 PM - 830 PM

AN EVENING OF FUN:

LOCAL SHOPPING
VINTAGE TEA CUPS ' T

FILLED WITH TREATS , L 8
(YOURS TO KEEP) \ (l.\f‘;‘ ‘n) {g

COMPLIMENTARY |

DIY BLOOM BAR,

CHAIR MASSAGES,
GIVEAWAYS 8 MORE

DIY MAKE AND TAKE!

www.mountainstatescollector.com
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TIMELESS RELICS & WHAT-KNOTS

Preserving History, One Relic at a Time!

Come join our antique family — open seven days a week.
Home to more than 45 unique antique and collectible vendors.
Our beautitul 7,000 square-foot mall is filled with treasures waitng to be discovered!

20 (& NIk
1410 S. WADSWORTH BLVD. . TIMELESS RELICS www.trwhatknots.com

LAKEWOOD, CO 80232 & WHAT-KNOTS etrwhatknots

f@ ®

M-SA 10AM - 6PM
SUN 1AM - 5 PM
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COLLECTIBLES

Horse Racing Collectibles—A Winner Down the Stretch

The thundering hoofs on race
tracks across america also echo the
accompanying sound of horse rac-
ing collectibles. From programs and
postcards to the individual memo-
rabilia of legends like Seabiscuit and
Secretariat, the ‘race’ to acquire a ‘bit’
of the horse racing past continues.

It doesn’t hurt that there are more
than 90 thoroughbred race tracks in
the country at the present time and
plans for more at the starting gate.
and figure includes only mounted
horse racing and not equally color-
ful harness racing which involves a
sulky.

Seabiscuit maybe one of the most
recent examples of the growing popularity of
the sport’s racing collectibles in general and
race horse idols in particular. During the sum-
mer of 2003 a major motion picture drew na-
tional attention to the remarkable race horse.
Interestingly there was a notable auction of
Seabiscuit memorabilia shortly after the mov-
ie’s premier. a site in Beverly Hills, California
sold original contacts, riding silks and crops,
vintage racing photographs, and even Seabis-
cuit’s horse shoes and saddle.

The movie was actually the second time
for racing wonder Seabiscuit who was more or
less immortalized in the 1949 film by the same
name. although the 2003 version is credited
with being more realistic, the earlier version
with Shirley Temple in one of her first adult
roles was a sensation at the time.

Today both the movie’s artifacts and those

B

of the real-life race horse attract considerable
attention from collectors. The enduring story
of Seabiscuit not withstanding, great race hors-
es and great races have been a part of United
States history for centuries. Horse racing was
widely accepted in Colonial america, and his-
torical accounts say even President George
Washington himself was a riding competitor
during his younger days. Moreover, according
to the Pennsylvania Horse Racing association,
many of country’s city and county roads de-
veloped into thoroughfares for racing horses
and thus Race Street is a common designation
for some roadways yet today.

By the second half of the 19th century ma-
jor horse rac-ing events were being established
for an eager public. among them were the
Belmont Stakes, the Preakness Stakes and the
Kentucky Derby. Now some of the programs
for horse racing events in the 1860s, 1870s, and

1880s can be worth one thousand dol-
lars or more in quality condition. and
for those who didn’t quite make it to the
track there were related amusements
such as the Derby Steeple Chase game
produced by McLoughlin Brothers in
the 1880s and 1890s.

The popularity of horse racing
rose to a full gallop early in the 20th cen-
tury with a proliferation of significant
race tracks and championship horses.
Each track contributed a fascination
of opening day programs, tickets, offi-
cial score-cards, and officially commis-
sioned photographs. In 1926 the owners
of the Miami Jockey Club authorized
hand-colored photographs of the Club’s
grandstand and track. Decades later a framed
and dated example brought several hundred
dollars at Leland’s sports auction in New york.

During the 1930s a horse named Omaha
became a triple crown winner, Hialeah Park
billed itself on color postcards as the “most
beautiful race course” in the country and
Whit-man Publishing issued the first edition of
the Kentucky Derby Racing Game. During that
same decade Time magazine added to the field
of horse racing collectibles by putting a horse
name Cavalcade on the cover of their national
publication, and the Kentucky Derby began is-
suing mint julep drinking glasses to track visi-
tors.

Ultimately the Kentucky Derby glass be-
came one of the most familiar horse racing
collectibles in history. In 1940 the traditional

Continued on page 9
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ANTIQUES&VINTAGE

©

\DEPOT )

13788 Pacific Circle
Mead, Colorado

303-532-6496

Located Right off 1-25 at Hwy 66

www.sugarmillmead.com | @Sugarmillmead on

Open 7 Days a Week
Sun 10:30 am-5 pm | Mon—-Thu 10:30 am-6 pm
Fri-Sat 10 am-6 pm

Sugar Mill Antiques & Vintage Depot
Northern Colorado’s premier shopping
destination with 100+ merchants. Discover
antiques, vintage, mid-century, shabby chic,
home décor, unique gifts, and more!

Save the Earth, Buy More Vintage!

o

f

www.mountainstatescollector.com
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FURNITURE

Costly Horn Furniture
& Accessories Attracting Collectors

By Anne Gilbert

While furniture using animal horn and hide
may upset animal lovers these days , there was
a time when it was a decorative status symbol
and costly.

Furniture and decorative horn accessories
were made in Germany as early as 1833. They
came to international interest when it was dis-
played at the 1851 Crystal Palace Exhibit in

London. Its popularity grew and by the end
of the 19th century it was practically mass pro-
duced in the Midwest using horns from the
longhorn cattle that found their way to slaugh-
ter houses in Chicago and Kansas City.

It rated a serious second glass when the
Toby Furniture of Chicago displayed uphol-
stered chairs and sofas with horn arms at the
Chicago Industrial Exposition in 1876. Soon
they added horn legs and backs for parlor
furniture. By the 1890s it was made in large
quantities by Wolf, Sayer & Heller, of Chicago.
They added decorative accessories such as hall
racks, clock holders and small tables.

Popularity moved to the East where anoth-
er new trend, hunting lodges and mountain
cabins was taking place. It seemed the perfect
furniture conjuring up images of the old west
and the disappearing frontier.

It was finally made in the West in 1880 by
Frederich Wenzel in San Antonio. However,
much was still imported from Topeka, Kansas
where it was being made in 1886 by a quality
furniture maker, Charles Calwell of Topeka.

In a letter to the Kansas Museum of His-
tory Calwell described how he began making
longhorn furniture, after he saw examples by
Wenzel. Calwell and his family participated in
making early pieces for family use. His wife
polished the horns. Many of these pieces are
now in the Kansas Museum of History,

When longhorns became scarce around
1900 that marked the end of horn furniture.
Until recently it has been forgotten and out of
fashion.

CLUES: These days it is costly when it
makes a rare auction or dealer appearance.
They are a popular conversation piece as
well as decorative for mountain homes and
revived interest in rustic cabins. Many of the
pieces are quite handsome with imaginative
uses of the horns and animal hides.

Reproductions are being made using acryl-
ic horns and simulated animal fabrics. They
aren’t cheap costing as much as $2,000.

For quality early examples an original,
early armchair can have a dealer price of over
$4,000. If the
piece is also
unique, a deal-
er price for a
rocker can be
over $8,000.

The good
news is that
SO many were

made, and
sturdy, they
can still turn
up in base-
ments and
barns.

LITTLETON

f" Collectibles & Other Rare Necessities

Artwork, Western Wear, Books, Tools, Records, CD’s, China,
Furniture, Clothes, Sewing Supplies, Electronics, Jewelry

A Rocks, Fossils, Historical Documents, Stamps, Coins,

g and other Unique Oddities.

OPEN DAILY

aé’. S e i oy
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MON-FRI 10-6, SAT 10-7, SUN 11-5 -t

_ . 720-845-2263 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
3raithwaite & Company

9032 W. KEN CARYL AVE, SUITE A8
(One block East of S. Kipling on W Ken Caryl Ave.)

New Dealers WANTED: Artists WELCOME

oo i il ST

LITTLETON'S NEWEST ANTIQUE STORE

Jewelry & Watches, Collectibles & Memorabilia, Vintage Furniture
Military Memorabilia, Art & Prints, Vintage Clothing & Accessaries
Home Decor Items, Books & Ephemera, Glassware & Pottery
Silverware & Metalware, Rocks & Mining, Books & Comics, Vintage Toys
Country, Cottage & Farmhouse, Hand Painted & Hand Made ltems

Tuesday-Saturday 11a-8p  www.AntiquesAttics.com g-u
Sunday-Monday 12p-4p 120-512-2167 E & ANTIOUE ATTIC
]
T, Bowles five.

5500 S. Simms Street, Littleton,CO 80127

www.mountainstatescollector.com



FEATURE

The Canary Is Singing

By Peggy Knowles Prather

There’s great power in knowing that your
mother loves you. There’s even greater pow-
er in knowing she likes you. She thinks you're
funny. She thinks you are smart; she thinks you
are pretty or handsome as the case may be.
Any thought of my Mom makes me feel at
peace with the world.

I have many favorite memories of her, ones
where I merely observed her.

One of my favorites is of her sitting at the
dining room window behind her old Singer
sewing machine. She faced out so, at a glance,
she could observe the outside world as she
worked. Her canary cage sat to her left up on a
pedestal.

As she diligently concentrated on her sew-

ing and as the sewing machine whirred, the ca-
nary sang. What bliss! She was content. I was
content.

I never thought about being a mother when
I'was a child. I was one of those weird little girls
who didn’tlike to play with dolls or play house.
I would rather climb a tree or go in search of
salamanders under rocks.

Then it happened! I met the love of my life and
we embarked on a 50 year journey of marriage
and parenthood. A miscarriage first time preg-
nant made me feel such great loss that I knew I
must have children. They would complete me
and fill the yearning I'd discovered I had.

Four children and 13 grandchildren later,
I am passionate about every one of these little
creatures who have graced my life. And I am as
passionate about their life partners. I think each
one is so unique and has so much to offer the
world.

As I go about my life, I hope they are
watching me and that I can give them strength
through my strength like my mother did for
me.

Yes, I hope they, too, can hear the canary
sing.

Horse Racing Collectibles Continued . . .

Continued from page 7

Derby ‘glass” was made of aluminum. Start-
ing in 1941 and continuing through the years
of World War II the Derby glass was made of a
type of celluloid due to the rationing of many
other raw materials. The Beetleware containers
included the image of a race horse along with
a Bettleware label at the bottom of the glass. a
single surviving Kentucky Derby glass of the
early 1940s can command a price of several
hundreds dollars currently.

Elsewhere in 1940s, a horse called Citation
became a Triple Crown winner, jockey Eddie
arcaro appeared on the cover of Time maga-
zine, and the Milton Bradley company marked

a new game acknowledging wagering a race
tracks with the title Win, Place & Show.

Native Dancer was one of the few race
horse celebrities to make the cover of Time
in the 1950s. Jockey Eddie arcaro meanwhile
made the cover of a newly introduced sports
magazine during the 1950s. Sports Illustrated
also featured jockeys Willie Hartack and Wil-
lie Shoemaker on covers during that same de-
cade.

Sports Illustrated ‘covered” a number of
Kentucky Derby winners during the 1960s,
and one individual jockey, Willie Hartack. In
1969 President Richard Nixon paused to au-
tograph a Kentucky Derby program that fea-
tured Majestic Prince. More than a generation
later Leland’s sports auction sold the Nixon
signed program along with his bow-tie press
badge, and overhead view of the crowd of
106,000, and Nixon’s winning $2 ticket which
was apparently never cashed in at the track.

Along similar celebrity-at-the-race track
lines, Leland’s also auctioned at one time sou-
venirs of FBI chief ]J. Edgar Hoover’s visit to
Pimlico. The lot included the G-Man’s lifetime
pass to the race track, an uncashed pari-mu-
tual ticket from 1972, and a letter to manage-
ment from Hoover companion Clyde Tolson

expressing thanks for sympathetic flowers at
the time of Hoover’s death.

One of the greatest race horses of the 1970s
was Secretariat. During the dramatic 1973 Bel-
mont announcer Chick Anderson described
the great horse as “moving like a tremendous
machine” to set a world’s record at that race
course. Secretariat made the cover of Sports Il-
lustrated that same year. Other Sports Illustrat-
ed “cover’ horses of the 1970s included Seattle
Slew, Affirmed, and Spectacular Bid. Even-
tually Secretariat, Seattle Slew and Affirmed
also were featured in the official programs of
the Kentucky Derby. Such magazines and pro-
grams profiling record-setting horses of the
20th century remain solid favorites with horse
racing collectors.

In recent years Leland’s has also auctioned
winning betting tickets for Secretariat which
were somehow unclaimed. One recorded the
grand horse’s victory at the 1973 Preakness,
and another was a win in his final race at
Woodbine. Both unusual collectibles were re-
ported in mint condition.

While horse racing itself may still retain
its ageless “sport of kings” title, it could well
be considered by many to be a new prince of
sports collectibles.

BECOMING AMERICAN NOW AVAILABLE

A gripping, mulli-genenational soga of defio

tosical fiction movel explores bow one fomily's
ped the notion's destiny-ond kow the past

www.mountainstatescollector.com

OME FAMILY'S JOURMEY THROUGH FOUR
CENTURIES OF BECOMING AMERICAN

NYJI43INY ININ0D3E

BECOMING
AMERICAN

MARGARET ROSE DESTEFANO
JON EAGER DESTEFANO

Becoming American
Is Now Available
For Purchase

Peg and Jon DeStefano have recently complet-
ed their first book collaboration. Becoming Ameri-
can has been a labor of love for the couple as they
wanted their children to know their ancestors.
This book covers four centuries of the Knowles’
family experience in America which began in the
early 1600s. This side of the family stems from
Peggy’s maternal grandmother’s side.

The book is based on the genealogical re-
search that Peggy’s sister Mary Sikora spent a
lifetime recording. All the ancestors are real
people. Their place in history helps bring to life
America’s path up to this time. The book is an
historical novel that captures history in a three-
dimensional way that old-time history books
never could capture.

It is now available through Kindle as a paper
back. The electronic version is now available.

Mountain States Collector — MAY 2026 9



By Peggy DeStefano

Western painting is trea-

sured for the scenes of early
cowboys and Indians and of
the ranges, mountains and
prairies where they roamed.
The excitement and unsettled-
ness of the old West has been
captured on canvas.
But most Western painting
has been depicted through the
eyes of the newcomer not the
native. Noah Adams’ work is
an exception for he portrayed
the West through the eyes of an
Indian. Noah, whose life and
paintings left their mark over
most of the West, was born on
the Oglala Sioux Reservation
in Pine Ridge, South Dakota
on November 2, 1911.

Noah overlooked the traditional Indian
artistic forms and took on the modern medi-
um of oil painting. He took it on with a gusto
that saw him produce over a thousand paint-
ings in the Colorado, Wyoming and South
Dakota areas before his death in 1966 at the
age of 54.

Noah’s talent bequeathed by brother

Noah alleged that his life as an artist be-
gan in 1952 with the death of his brother Roy.
Noah would explain to his acquaintances that

FEATURE

Noah Adams with his fathor, Jog, and his daughter, Louise, al the Oglala Sloux Reservation.
[pleture complimonts Joo Adams]

the artistic talent he himself had was not his
originally but instead belonged to his brother
and that his brother bequeathed it to him on
his death bed. Joe Adams, 98 at the time of
this interview, remembers his son, Noah, and
his son, Roy, from the time they were young
children sketching pictures with sticks in the
dusty mud outside their little home.

As he grew up, Noah became proficient at
carpentry as did his father and brothers be-
fore him. Eventually he added a new dimen-
sion to his skills and learned masonry. He
supported himself as a union plasterer in

Noah Adams -

Rapid City, South Dakota from
1951.

As of the fourth of July 1958 he
declared his independence of his
plastering trade and decided to
devote all his time to painting.
His new occupation required
one primary tool, a four inch
house brush. Using whatever
paints he could find (though he
preferred oil) he would wield
his oversized brush in a way
that detail could not defy.

Sioux’s theory of nature on
canvas

Noah covered a canvas in ten
or fifteen minutes as he mixed
his colors directly on the can-
vas. He usually worked from
the center out and could, just to
show off his ability, paint the scene upside
down and then turn it right side up to reveal
a landscape that most people couldn’t paint
in its intended position.

The nature worshipper in Noah is appar-
ent in all his paintings. And by painting from
the center out it is as though Noah is express-
ing the Sioux theory of nature on canvas. To a
Sioux, nature is infinite: it is a circle, continu-
ous, without endpoint.

All of Noah'’s paintings have a feeling of
being continuous. You can look at the paint-
ing from any angle and be into the scene.

NORTHGLENN

old Wagon Antique Mall

Come Shop With Us —Up to 100 Dealers To Choose From

T oys, Clocks, Glass, Furniture, Collectibles, Books
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Dally, Saturday 10:30 to 5, 12 to 4 Sundays, Closed Tuesdays

10685 Melody Dr.
Northglenn, Colorado
1-25/104th
Check for Available Space
303-280-8114

https://oldwagon.wixsite.com/antique

Like us on
Facebook

STOREWIDE
SALES

Calendar Listing Information

Promoters: send us your calendar information. We will publish it free (and in bold-
face type) with your display ad. Otherwise the cost is $35 per issue. Calendar entries
are published on a three-month basis (month of show and two months previous). So
send in your info as soon as possible. It’s never too early. Stories and features about

shows are provided free with your display ad.

Dates of Show:

City, State:

Name of Show or Event:

Other Info:

Send information about advertising.

For more information,

r
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
I Hours:
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 call 720-276-2777.
1

1

1

1

1
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Estate Sales and Event

display ad. Club News

Mail coupon and check to: Spree Enterprises, Inc.,
P.O. Box 1003, Bailey, CO 80421-1003
Deadline: The 20th of the month before the next issue.

Shows, Auctions,

Calendar listings are
FREE with your

and Museum News
also welcome.

SUBSCRIBE

to the Collector Online
www.mountainstatescollector.com

the ‘PDF Editions’ link on our homepage.
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FEATURE

A Western Painter of Cool Persuasion

There is a mystical quality to his painting
which would remind one of the airy style of
the impressionists but with a definite indi-
viduality that was Noah’s alone.

The Black Hills of South Dakota were No-
ah’s favorite subject and he returned from his
travels every summer to paint in the yearly
pageant in Spearfish, South Dakota. There he
entered the painting competition and won
first place many times. He also returned to
Pine Ridge to help his father and stepmother
on these visits home, staying the whole sum-
mer.

The rest of the year Noah traveled and
painted. Though he traveled to almost all of
the United States some of his favorite haunts
were in Colorado and Wyoming. Downtown
Denver on Larimer and Curtis Streets and out
on West Colfax in what is now Lakewood,
Colorado were some of Noah's territory.
Evidence of Noah’s Colorado travels show
his paintings in Grand Lake, Tabernash and
Frazier, Colorado, too. In Wyoming you're
bound to find Noah Adams’ paintings in
Jackson Hole and Yellowstone National Park.

Paintings not found in homes

Noah'’s paintings are not found in private
homes as much as they are found in business
establishments. Restaurants, taverns and bar-
ber shops in all of the cities of Noah’s travels
are the best places to spot either a canvas or
mural by Noah Adams.

The reason for this seemingly unusual
placement of art was that Noah either paid
his debts with his paintings or bartered with
his painting to buy a steak, a glass of Jim
Beam, oil paints or to earn some cold cash
from the people who knew him best.

In the barber shop on West Colfax in Lake-
wood, Colorado, Noah did a mural for some
paints and cash. The mural, a landscape with
some figures is 34 inches by 101 inches. It
took less than one hour to paint with Noah
spending ten or fifteen minutes a day on it
until its completion.

When Noah finished he facetiously told
the owner of the barber shop Glenn Young
that he wanted to be remembered and that
for a small additional fee he would gladly
sign his name to the mural. No name appears
on the mural and this unsigned painting rep-

resents one of the few times Noah’s bartering
didn’t pan out.

Indians win in paintings

Noah could appreciate the barber’s re-
sistance since he possessed the same kind of
stubbornness. When he painted the scene for
the Stagecoach Inn in Grand Lake, Colorado
his subject matter was Indians attacking a
stagecoach. One of the owners Bill LaSasso
prodded Noah to put a few dead Indians in
the picture but Noah stood firm. His answer
was, “Nope, the Indians are going to win this
one.”

Noah’s pattern of movement and life in
his painting years was repeated time again
in city after city. Had Noah lived during the
Indian Renaissance that the West is now ex-
periencing his talents may have been touted
during his lifetime. As it was he knew very
little recognition.

Noah received notice of death

When he was told he had but two years to
live Noah set out on one last journey. Taking
his parents with him Noah went to say fare-
well to his three daughters who lived in Utah
and California. When the California portion
of their trip ended, he and his parents parted.
His parents headed back to the Pine Ridge
Reservation and Noah reassured the doubt-
ing oldsters that in 30 days he would be with
them again.

‘]1_*”'
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He then proceeded for Tucson, Arizona,
the city whose hospital gave him his notice of
death. On July 17, 1966, as he worked in the
hot Arizona sun painting a sign, he felt ill. He
went to sit under the shade of a tree. He died
there. And, inexactly 30 days, as he promised
his parents, he was home again, dead, and in
a pine box.

Noah'’s father, Joe, took care of his burial
as he had for his three other dead sons. The
brothers all lie side-by-side five miles from
Pine Ridge at the Holy Rosary Mission. And
though Noah’s grave is as yet unmarked, his
paintings serve to eulogize him in every city
that he visited. The paintings say, “I was here,
I painted, I will be remembered.”

Author’s Note:

This article was written some 48 years
ago. I have never forgotten my trip to Pine
Ridge Reservation to meet with Joe Adams,
Noah’s father. I still remember Mr. Adams
telling me how his father and his grandfather
had lived to be 110 years old. And, with every
good chance he, too, would live to that age.
But, with the most grievous sadness, he saw
all of his sons die before even reaching the
age of 60. No doubt that alcohol played a part
and probably the lack of good health care
made their deaths premature. Joe was one of
the most solid individuals I have ever met.
I thought to share the Adams’ story would
honor them.

Becoming American:

The Nation’s Decorative Arts
at 250 Mount Vernon
Symposium: May 29-30

Hear from leading voices in the
field of American decorative arts
as they explore how furniture,
craft, textiles, and scientific in-
struments reflected and helped
shape national identity in the new
nation.

Join curators, historians, and
scholars as they explore what de-
fined American style and tastes in
the formative first century of the
United States, and how the pro-
cess of creating a new nation also
informed and inspired a new ma-
terial world.

www.mountainstatescollector.com
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AMERICAN HISTORY
May Anniversaries

INSPIRATION
May’s
Quote of Month

MAY IS THE MONTH

(hZ/iIra:c):,oSde Mayo xfn);c} gorces Day OF ExPECTAT|0N' THE
May 8 May 19 MONTH OF WISHES,

Military Spouse Apprecia-
tion Day

Nineteenth Amendment, to
give women the right to vote,

THE MONTH OF HOPE.

_— proposed (1919) - ENRLY HRONTE
ay 10

2293,1 Anniversary of the first /Abraham  Lincoln  signs

ship of the United States Ilomestead Act(1862)

Navy, the frigate USS United

States, being commissioned May 25

(1797) Memorial Day

“In memory of those
who have died
i SeEvice 1o
our counniry.”

May 10

251st Anniversary: Ethan Al-
len and the Green Mountain
Boys seized Fort Ticonderoga
(1775)

251st Anniversary: The Sec-
ond Continental Congress
met in Philadelphia (1775)

May 10
Mother’s Day

Blue Star GEORGETOWN

Museums

llke HOtel The Hotel De Paris Mu-

de Paris in seum™, a site of the Na- b ¢
_ tional Trust for Historic :
George y b o 4 | Rock,
own,| | GOTEL DEPARISS  Imowir o SHOME™" .

COIOI‘adO, = l‘/]‘f ' .;;;‘ National Society of the LTGARD EN
give special MUSEUM Colonial Dames o \consignment’; el
discounts to Ge{}rget()m . Colorado Colorado. The Museum Furniture, Antiques, Home Decor, Garden & Gifts

is located in George-
town, Colorado,
west of Denver off In-
terstate 70.

Louis Dupuy’s leg-
endary Hotel de Paris
dates to the silver min-

veterans. 303-688-1207

www.castlerockconsignment.com

807 Wilcox Street
Castle Rock, CO 80104

just

PINE

ing boom, when it
served as a first-class
restaurant,
showroom for traveling
salesmen, and luxuri-
ous hotel during the
Gilded Age.

French

Pine Emporium

16714 Pine Valley Rd.
Pine, Colorado 80470

303-838-5150
bobaaac@aol.com

Antiques, Gifts, Art Gallery, Tom Clark
Gnomes, Jewelry, Furniture, Vintage Fabric,
Clothes, Books, Glassware, Collectibles.

OPEN: Friday, Saturday and Sunday

Their Mission:

To collect, preserve,
and share history asso-
ciated with  Louis
Dupuy's Hotel De Paris,
and serve as a catalyst
for heritage tourism in
Georgetown, Colorado.
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o a_n Iqlljlng_an_ coliecting . e Y spreepub@mac.com @blackbirdmediainc.com
region, is distributed the fllrst weekend of every Executive Director Jon DeStefano Production  Spree Enterprises, Inc.
month through shops, auctions, flea markets and Peg DeStefano
antique shows, and is mailed to subscribers. Managing Editor ~ Margaret (Peg) DeStefano, Jon Patrick DeStefano
(Opinions of the writers contained herein are NSCDA/Colorado, D-A.R, Sam DeStefano
P ] o . FFHC (hcgs), Ohio-USD1812 Printing Wyoming News
not necessarily the opinions of the publishers.)
Advertising information: call or text Jon DeStefano at 720-276-2777
or for any other information, call Peg DeStefano at 303-910-2604 or email us at spreepub@mac.com
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HISTORICAL

The Appraiser’s Diary: Mirrors

THE SATURDAY
E A - B

ST

By Rachel Hoffman

I have always loved a great mirror. Some
of the most gaudy and elaborate French mir-
rors are my favorite. They are just so over the
top and the frames look like something out of
a fairytale. I once heard a proverb that said,
“Mirrors show us what we look like, not who

we are.” It's so true but still for me, mirrors
are fascinating artifacts. Light bounces off
the surface of a mirror in such a way that it
reflects the image of an object in front of the
mirror. Mirrors have been used for thousands
of years. Ancient peoples wanted to see their
reflection as much as we do today.

Mirrors were first made of polished stone
such as obsidian, then of metals such as cop-
per and bronze. Later mirrors were made of
glass blackened on one side and coated with
silver or tin and mercury.

When we think of mirrors, household mir-
rors and portable compact mirrors are the first
types to come to mind. But mirrors are used to
make other useful objects. Think how difficult
driving an automobile would be without the
use of rearview and side mirrors. The convex
mirror makes images look smaller allowing
you to see more of what is behind you.

Telescopes also use mirrors. The Mount
Palomar Observatory was famous for the size

of the mirror in its telescope. And if you have
been to the dentist, you know that a dentist
may examine your teeth using a mirror at-
tached to a probe.

Mirrors serve us well and no living space
is complete without one. They are an essential
feature of certain items of furniture and pop-
ular in art. Here are a couple of my favorites
by Norman Rockwell that have mirrors as a
central part of the painting.
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0LD WAREHOUSE |
ANTIQUES

Sterling, Colorado

Heirloom & Investment Quality Antiques
Specializing in Oak & Walnut Furniture,
Clocks, Lighting, Fine Glass, Primitives

326 North Front Street

(1/2 block N. ‘Under Chestnut Street Overpass)

High Quality Classics Waiting
to be Reinvented.

= Jewelry

= Crystal -

» Artwork =

Proceeds from the sale of these consigned and donated
items benefit Children's Hospital Colorado.

La Cache is staffed fully by volunteers.

An Extraordinary Consignment Store

= Antique Furniture
Home Decor
Fine China & Silver

Visit us
Mon-5at 10 to 4
400 N. Downing 5t.
Denwver, CO 80218
(203) 871-9605

corner of Holly & Florida

Closed

T 1:00-5:100
11:00-5:00
T1:00-5:00
17 :00-5:00
MO:00-5:30
Closaedcd

Artwork | Furniture | Clothing | Kitchen | Home Decor
Yard Tools | Lamps | Glassware | Crystal | China | Construction Tools and much much more!

u s HollyStreet 303.518.0464

Light up your home from dim to dazzlmg'

kals & pals

emporium

M-Sa 10am - 4:30pm

@ f
=
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FLORENCE

Blue Spruce Gallery
Art & Antiques

'[~ ] - 1 A 11
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103 VINTAGE
MARKET

Florence Colorado Antique Capital

(719) 784-3797

10,000 Sq Feet
Over 30 Vendors

ﬁirmﬁfsh to barrel zlge.::[."_ :
Antiques, Boutique, Art & Wine
w.:'[li'r:'v‘ﬁm 7idh4m-3504

Tracy Vinton pra-am-4335
fucehook com | barn and barrel florencecs

105 Wk Main Street
Florence, CO 81226
7197841073

O Babers Rack vj

< 118 E. Main
Florence, Colorado 81326

bakersrackalkchingakiechen@gmail.com

Shop all 4 of blocks of Main Street. See you soon!

Take a scenic drive to Florence, ™ ~ A

Colorado Springs or Salida,
18 shops, 5 restaurants, and 2 art galleries.
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+ Third Weekend in May

+ Art
+ Antigues

+ Salvage
+ Vintage

+ MUCH MORE...
Reserve Space Now

+ Collectibles

{719} 784-3544

WWW FinditinFlorence Cam

Info@FinditinFlorence. Com

RESENTING THE ﬁ

RENCE MERCHANTS 24TH ANNUAL

(AR SHow

ON MAIN STREET IN FLORENCE

Ny 177H 2026

~ 9AM TO 3PM

" CHECK IN BEGINS AT 6AM
REGISTER NOW AT:
www.antiquecapitalofamerica.com

109 W. Main St.
Florence, CO 81226
(419) 769-1476 (Darcy)
(419) 769-1897 (Doug)
(719) 510-2214 (Paul)

“Estate Sale Excellence, Every Step of the Way”

> e N

113 W Main St Florence, CO 81226

We offer breakfast, lunch,
catering, and much more!

(719) 784-3834
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 Crystal Emporium
. il : A Great Little Rock and Antique Shop

107 East Main Street
Florence,CO 81226

Worldwide Treasures

202 W. Main St.
Florence, CO 81226

(719) 784-7434

Kim Thompson
Scott Thompson
Harriet Graham

100 E Front St
Florence, CO 81226

(719) 784-1904

Humble venue featuring
artifacts & exhibits of
Native American, coal

mining & pioneer history.

Moving from the Antique Bazaar on Main St. to Petroleum

B ANTIGUE RAZAAR]

Hﬁ-nvi'ng liquidation sale, ’ e _
Lﬂfmhfng must go! r %

g Luk S — e
Antque Bazaar » 108/110 E Mailn  Gift Bazaar* 117 5. Petroleum

719-338-1628

Main Street Gallery

1400 square feet of antiques, art & collectibles

120 East Main Street g
Florence,CO 81226

479-381-6293 or 479-381-5127
(= = == = = B = B |
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719 Eilito Sales
cmnifer Homard
(718) 298-8250

i

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
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April’s What Is It?

We had several correct answers
for last month’s What Is It. Susan
Thode of Broomfield, Colorado; Ter-
ry Cook of Fort Morgan, Colorado;
Jacque Rutledge of Northglenn, Col-

orado and Jean Helzer of Arvada, lector.

Colorado all identified the objects as
sewing needle containers.

Thank you for your guesses. You
have all won a year’s electronic sub-
scription to the Mountain States Col-

CONTEST

May’s What Is It?

_—

Send your answers to the What Is It contest, postmarked by May 20, to the
Mountain States Collector, PO. Box 1003, Bailey, CO 80421. At least three win-
ners will be drawn. Winners will receive a one year electronic subscription to the

Mountain States Collector. Be sure to include your email address to your guess.

Memorial Day Postcards Continued . . .

Continued from page 1

Though Memorial Day postcards date back
as far as 1905, the most important years were
from 1906 to 1914. Two American companies,
E. Nash and International Art, and onforeign,
Raphael Tuck & Sons, each created six sets over
that span of time.

Nash, which began business opera-tions
in 1905, numbered its sets from one to six, and
unlike the firm’s Halloween line of repeated
designs, all 36 Memorial Day postcards had
different illustrations. A rare attempt to break
away from the often used Civil War theme oc-
curred in Series Num-ber 3.

One of the pictures depicts soldiers from
five wars, including the Mexican campaign of
1848 and the Spanish-American War. Series
Number 6 is likewise interesting. Each card
shows a woman symbolizing the American na-

LAFAYETTE

tion, with flags, swords and other reminders of
the conflict evoking the spirit of remembrance
and sacrifice.

Tuck, arguably the greatest and most pro-
lific paper novelty and ephemera publisher of
all time, distributed postcards and other mer-
chandise in this country through its American
branch in New York City. Their first Memori-
al Day cards arrived in 1908 and included not
only one set (Series Number 107) of 12 cards
for sale in the North, but also a 12-card Confed-
erate theme set intended for marketing in the
South.

During the next three years, Tuck produced
Series Number 158 (12 cards) in 1909; Series
Number 173 (12 cards) in 1910; and Series Num-
ber 179 (10 cards), noteworthy for its multiple
portrayals of General Ulysses S. Grant, in 1911.
Another set for sale below the Mason-Dixon
Line was Series Number 2510, “Heroes of the
South.” This last set may well have also been
sold by postcard specialty stores throughout
the country.

The identify of the Tuck artists who creat-
ed such sentimental and nostalgic scenes of
ancient veterans, grateful citizens laying flow-
ers on flag-decorated graves, children sweet-ly
kissing the blue-clad heroes, and patriotism
— as embodied by Old Glory, silent cannons,
and G.A.R. mementos — are unfortunately un-

known to us. A couple of sets, however, have
long been credited to Frances Brundage, a pop-
ular artist of the day.

Gabriel & Sons, whose founder, George
Gabriel, had once headed up Tuck’s American
branch office brought out a beautiful ten-card
set (Series Number 150) with gold borders.
These are delightful illustrations of grandfa-
therly-looking veterans in their uniforms with
children companions. Cards in this set contain
some of the most passionate and patriotic vers-
es to be found on any Memorial Day postcard.
Other important publishers for the holiday in-
clude L. R. Conwell Co., A.S.B (Series Number
283), Santaway (Series Number 157), and M. W.
Taggart. A small number of unidentified firms
were also involved.

Of all wars, the civil War was the most trau-
matic for the American psyche and soul. Near-
ly a half-century after its end-ing, memories of
the conflict, along with the hundreds of thou-
sands of surviving veterans, influenced Ameri-
can social, economic and political life. This feel-
ing is portrayed by another caption often found
on Memorial Day souvenir postcards — “Lest
We Forget.” The soldiers who fought and sur-
vived never forgot their comrades and friends,
nor did their families ever forget fathers, sons,
brothers and sweethearts who never came
marching home at war’s end.

It's much bigger on the inside

than it looks from the outside

6,000 square feel of antiques, collectibles and decor.

NOBLE

@ i @ | Treasures

"THEJ 1| Antiques

Mon-Sat 10am-5pm « Sun 12pm-5pm
409 S Public Rd « Lafayette « 303-926-4060

www.mountainstatescollector.com
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Happy Springtime!
Shop at The Brass Armadillo!

— Py 8 S 4 -
\ Armadillo-
antique mall

11301 W. I-70 Frontage Rd. 303-403-1677
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 877-403-1677

Colorado

Open 7 Days a Week
9am-9 pm

The Brass Armadillo is a professionally
operated business that takes antiques and
collectibles seriously. We work to have quality
items at good prices.

The mall is open from 9am to 9pm. every
day, except Christmas. We host seminars,
workshops and training events.

B Krysti Jomei of Birdy magazine couldn’t resist visit-
|| ing the dinosaurs at the Brass Armadillo. Photo by
lj Sean Forrester.
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