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Souvenirs

By Robert Reed

Ever since baseball began there has been bit
by bit collecting of it, and as the great Ameri-
can pastime has grown so have the bits and the
numbers of collectors.

Fans seek out everything from key chains
to bleacher seats, from buttons to Wheaties ce-
real boxes, from ticket stubs to Jim Bouton’s
book, Ball Four.

In 1988, for the first time in history, the glitzy
New York City auction house Christie’s con-
ducted a gallery sale devoted entirely to sports
memorabilia. Among other things, a 1969 New
York Mets championship ring brought over
$8,000.

For the first hundred years or so of base-
ball’s existence collecting memorabilia was
a relatively modest affair. In 1979 a national
magazine noted that former st. Louis Browns
player Roy sievers had been offered $5,000 for
his 1950s uniform. He declined, saying he still
sometimes wore it to old-timers games.

In 1990, Mickey Mantle’s playing jacket
from the 1950s sold for several thousand dol-
lars. A letter of authenticity with it noted the
Mick had worn it during spring training with
the New York Yankees in 1954. It was eventual-
ly given to his high school coach and later sold
as part of his estate.

Things directly from the game, like uni-
forms, caps, and jackets are especially trea-
sured in the field. “Hundreds of thou-sands of
different baseball collectibles have been issued
dur-ing the past century,” says Dr. James Beck-
ett author of the sport Americana Price guide
to Baseball Collectibles. “such increasing inter-
est in such memorabilia is naturally reflected
in the values of these items. As more collectors
compete for available supplies, prices rise.”

Balls, bats, gloves, spikes, and even uni-
form patches qualify. In recent years guern-
sey’s sporting auction in New York has sold
george selkirk’s ca. 1936 New York Yankees cap
for $1,500, and a 1988 Keith Hernandez Mets
home jersey, with a letter of authenticity, for
$500.

Leland’s, another leading sports memora-
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Mickey Mantle autographed ball

bilia mail auction, sold a wood-slatted stadi-
um seat from Commiskey Park (Chicago). the
seat dated to 1910 and was removed in the late
1940s and sent to the minor league Waterloo
Diamonds.

The seat sold with a letter from an official of
the Waterloo baseball club.

It is always a good idea to have proof re-
garding ‘from the game’ baseball memorabilia.
In Collector’s guide to Baseball Memorabilia
author Don Raycraft relates a deal he made as
a youngster in the early 1950s. He traded 385
topps baseball cards from the 1953 season for a
ball fouled off by Jim Rivera.

“When he came home from work that
night,” admits Raycraft, “my father pointed
out to me that American League teams did not
normally buy their baseballs at Montgomery
Ward.”

Much baseball memorabilia is simply
down on paper.

The Christie’s auction of 1988 saw a hand-
written letter by famed shortstop Honus Wag-
ner. today, instead of his playing, he is much
more famous for one of his baseball cards
which brought $500,000.

Wagner’s letter to one of his fans described
a difficult play:

“Batter hits a low line hit to my right. I dove

Continued on page 15
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Spring is finally here! Our dealers and staff invite you
to peruse thousands of new items in our Miles of
Aisles. Dealers have spring fever and have marked
down many items to celebrate. Look for the red and
white sale tags throughout our huge gallery.

Looking for furniture to spruce up your home?
We have antiques, vintage and mid-mod — from
small to large pieces that are sure to energize
your living spaces.

It’s always fun to do a mini-reno on your outdoor
spaces. Spiff up your patio with planters, wrought
iron or trellises. Or add unique yard art to your gar-
den or deck. Find a distinctive conversation piece
for your sunroom or entry way.

Hop on out to the Gallery to get inspired!

Mon-Sat
10am-6pm
e
%l A Colorado Antique Gallery Gift Card FOL s | sunday
is perfect for birthdays, anniversaries : Noon—6pm

or hostess gifts. W Ueton Bd
5501 S. Broadway e Littleton, CO 80121

E— Layaways and all major :
| coloradoantiquegallery.com
— credit cards accepted. queg Yy
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SPRING HAS SPRUNG-HAPPY EASTER!
DEALER SALES THROUGHOUT THE STORE ALL MONTH LONG!
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Shop for Spring!
17120 W. COLFAX AVE. STE 106 GOLDEN, CO

f 303-973-8648 &
www.oldcrowsantiques.com

MON-SAT 10AM-6PM SUNDAY 12-6PM
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ARVADA

primitives, shabby chic,
Western, Native American,
home decor & more...

Over 70 dealers with a wide variety
of antiques, vintage furnishings,
glassware, jewelry, collectibles,

Homestead ﬂlnttques

6530 Wadsworth Blvd., Suitel130, Arvada, CO 80003

2 Miles North of I-70 on Wadsworth, N.E. Corner of 64th and Wadsworth
www.homesteadantiquemall.net Ei
720-484-3644 Open 7 Days a Week, 10am - 6pm

of Arvada

Best Antique Mall

1n Arvada
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CALENDAR

Show Calendar: April 2026

APRIL 4: OLD CROWS’ ANTIQUES ROAD SHOW 12-
3p.m. (First Saturday of Every Month) 17120 W. Colfax
Ave. Ste 106, Golden, CO. Get estimates on your favorite
treasures. Talk to experts about your antiques, art, vintage
and collectibles. Limit 1 item per person, 11 to 3. Call 303-
973-8648 for more info.

THRU APRIL: HELLO SPRING! at the COLORADO
ANTIQUE GALLERY, Dealers have spring fever and have
marked down many items to celebrate! The Gallery is lo-
cated at 5501 S. Broadway, Littleton, Colorado. Call 303-
794-8100 for more Information.

APRIL 18: LIVE AT THE CROWS at the Old Crows An-
tique Mall & Root Beer Bar, live musical performance by
Warren Floyd, ‘60s, ‘70s, and ‘80s music, 303-973-8648.

APRIL 25: OLD CROWS SUPPORTS THE ARTS, all day
long Saturday. Call 303-973-8648 for more information.

MAY 9: Mother’s Day Tea: 250 Years of American Mothers
Celebrate Mother’s Day in elegance with a three-course tea
featuring scones, a selection of tea sandwiches, and an as-
sortment of desserts. Includes a self-guided tour of Historic

May 16-17,2026
Sﬂturdnq lﬂm~5pm & Su uduq 1la m—4pm

Cussenitt Gt Whain Fistorical Qociety Wembess,
" /{mmmm@m@@mw

Boulder C—Guniq F&u‘él‘ﬂunc].s,
Exhibit Building
0595 Nelson Rd.

Lon gmont, CO 80301

Admission: $11.00 per person or
$10.00 per person if paying in cash!
(children under 12 are free)

(303) 776-1870

ww.stvrainhisturqiarg

www.mountainstatescollector.com

Hoverhome and more. For questions contact The St. Vrain
Historical Society (303) 776-1870 or office@stvrainhistori-
calsociety.org.

MAY 8-10: 75th ANNUAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN STAMP
SHOW at the Arapahoe County Fair Grounds, Call 720-
459-2841 for more information.

MAY 16 & 17: 54th ANNUAL STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL
VINTAGE & ANTIQUE MARKET, hosted by the St. Vrain
Historical Society to be held at the Boulder County Fair-
grounds in Longmont, Colorado. Over 80 antique dealers,
Exhibit Building at the Fairgrounds, 9595 Nelson Road,
Longmont, Colorado, Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday
11- 4 p.m. Admission $11, Children under 12 FREE, ($10
for cash) This fundraiser supports the St. Vrain Historical
Society and highly anticipated event in the Longmont area.

JUNE 19-21: THE 129 ANNUAL STRAWBERRY DAYS
FESTIVAL in Glenwood Springs, Colorado, the Glenwood
Sprints Chamber invites you to be part of one of Colorado’s
oldest and most beloved festivals where tradition, art and
community come together in a stunning mountain setting.
General Park hours: Friday June 19, 1 a.m. to 10 p.m., Sat-
urday, June 20, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

JULY 16 & 17: DENVER POSTCARD & PAPER SHOW,
Jefterson County Fairgrounds, Golden, Colorado, Friday 11
a.m. -6 p.m., Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. More information,
go to denverpostcardshow.com.

OCT. 10 & 11: PUMPKIN PIE DAYS sponsored by St. Vrain
Historical Society, Boulder County Fairgrounds, Longmont,
homemade pumpkin pies served.
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TIMELESS RELICS & WHAT-KNOTS

Preserving History, One Relic at a Time!

Come join our antique family — open seven days a week.
Home to more than 45 unique antique and collectible vendors.
Our beautitul 7,000 square-foot mall is filled with treasures waitng to be discovered!

20 (& NIk
1410 S. WADSWORTH BLVD. . TIMELESS RELICS www.trwhatknots.com

LAKEWOOD, CO 80232 & WHAT-KNOTS etrwhatknots

f@ ®

M-SA 10AM - 6PM
SUN 1AM - 5 PM
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COLLECTIBLES

Interesting and Unusual Postcards to Collect

By Dede Horan

Why do people collect postcards? There
are probably about as many reasons for do-
ing so as there are collectors. Some people
are hooked by the nostalgia captured in these
small pieces of paper. Others may have ac-
quired cards from a relative and soon find
themselves adding to their new collections.
Some images are so eye-catching that they are
worth framing. Those “eye catching” cards
are often a bit more obscure or unusual and
are what make postcard collecting interesting
and fun.

For about every category imaginable, there
are probably postcards to go with it, and there
are people who collect them. Having been an
avid collector for over fifty years and a deal-
er in antique/ collectible cards since 1996, I've
met a good many collectors along the way. It's
always interesting to hear some of the topics

LET ME MAKE THE MUSIC FOR
YOUR DANCE THROUGH LIFE.

number of others!

Other collectors have asked for postcards
that show rolling pins, corkscrews, hot dogs,
lawnmowers, accordions, ladies wearing lock-
ets, quilts as backdrops, and Tarpon fish, just
to name a few. And hearing these requests
sends me on a search to find those unusual
cards.

The hunt is exciting because you never
know what will turn up. Each dealer files
cards by their own system so you may need
the dealer’s help to find what you're looking
for. If you are a fairly new collector and hav-
en’t quite decided what to focus on, try shop-
ping the “bargain” boxes. Searching through
these boxes can turn up unexpected treasures.
Several years ago, I found a wonderful minia-
ture card in a bargain box. (Itis pictured here.)
To me, itis a delightful gem! It measures only
15/8 inches by 2 1/4 inches and actually sur-
vived the mail.

that people request at the shows.

One customer asked if I had cards show-
ing people or animals on stilts. That caught
me off guard. I couldn’t put my hands on a
‘stilt’ card that day but several months later
I came across one while sorting through my
inventory ... and since then, I've come across a

LD

ANTIQUES &VINTAGE

-----

————

\P\”QUFS\\ INTAGE

\DEPOT )

13788 Pacific Circle
Mead, Colorado

303-532-6496

Located Right off I-25 at Hwy 66

.sugarmilimead.com @Sugarmillmead on

Open 7 Days a Week
Sun 10:30 am-5 pm | Mon—-Thu 10:30 am-6 pm
Fri-Sat 10 am-6 pm

Sugar Mill Antiques & Vintage Depot
Northern Colorado’s premier shopping
destination with 80+ merchants. Discover
antiques, vintage, mid-century, shabby chic,
home décor, unique gifts, and more!

Save the Earth, Buy More Vintage!

o

f

www.mountainstatescollector.com
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SEASONAL

The Appraiser’s Diary: Spring Planning

Spring is here! The ice is melting. Whatev-
er your resources, now is the time to unleash
them. The warm sun urges you to come for-
ward to take advantage of the good weather.
Everything that has lain dormant in winter
comes alive. In spring not only lovely flowers
bloom abundantly, but antiques and collect-
ibles crop up everywhere. If you have post-
poned or neglected your collecting business or
pastime, spring is the time for you to revitalize
yourself. Spring is a time when information is
happily shared. Like birds singing melodiously
in springtime, people communicate enthusias-
tically in the spring. Listen closely for opportu-
nities, and you won't be disappointed.

Many people clean their houses in the
spring. They supply the market with lost trea-
sures and objets d’art. Dusty items are coming
out of attics. Vintage objects and antiques are
being taken out of homes and shops to make

room for renovations. There are copious deals
to be made by savvy buyers with ready and
willing sellers. This can be your chance to find
the precious antique or valuable collectible that
has escaped you for months, if not years. Check
classified ads. Meet with dealers eager to be ac-
tive, and visit shops having sales. Explore the
whole collectible and antique landscape.

Success “marches” in step with spring (pun
intended; spring began March 20th). Spring
prompts social behavior. People readily come
together in spring. It is a time of popular as-
sembly and gatherings. Making new contacts
sustains progress. Every spring review and re-
new your purpose. Get in contact with business
leaders and relationships. Meeting like-minded
people makes work enjoyable and rewarding.
Even newcomers sometimes offer interesting
tips that lead to valuable acquisitions or offer
clues to trends, publicity, or correct pricing.

Information is knowledge that leads to op-
portunity and profit. Many experts agree that
the word of mouth is often a critical element in
sales. Get in touch with old friends. We espe-
cially trust the word of persons we know well.
Resume your positive attitude about life. Don’t
drift apart from others. Don’t let useful sub-
scriptions expire. Renew your membership in
associations and clubs. And remember to help
others because even small favors are some-
times repaid in a wonderful way.

Spring is associated with love and beau-
ty. The importance and popularity of spring

is demonstrated in the artifacts themselves
that we buy and collect. The finest items sold
often have a springtime motif. Jewelry, ceram-
ics, glass, dolls, art, furniture, clocks, clothing,
crafts, ornaments, knickknackery, and much
more are exquisitely designed to depict spring-
time. One of the most iconic pieces of Spring
is the Tiffany leaded glass panel from the Four
Seasons window. At the 1900 Exposition Uni-
verselle in Paris, Louis Comfort Tiffany (1848-
1933) debuted a magnificent window depicting
the four seasons. The Spring panel, its cluster
of colorful tulips heralding the earth’s renewal,
is just one part of Tiffany’s extraordinary repre-
sentation of nature’s cycle.

Spring offers many wonderful conditions
to learn and innovate. Launch a new project; for
example, start
your own web-
site to promote
your inventory.
Spring arouses
passion, which
is the driving
force of creativi-
ty, achievement,
and  success.
You can be a
star this spring.
This is the time
to take a stand
and spring for-
ward.

LITTLETON

f Collectibles & Other Rare Necessities

Artwork, Western Wear, Books, Tools, Records, CD’s, China, '
Furniture, Clothes, Sewing Supplies, Electronics, Jewelry
P Rocks, Fossils, Historical Documents, Stamps, Coins,
{ and other Unique Oddities.

OPEN DAILY

i,
=1 i
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MON-FRI 10-6, SAT 10-7, SUN 11-5

. 720-845-2263

9032 W. KEN CARYL AVE, SUITE A8
(One block East of S. Kipling on W Ken Caryl Ave.) Tt

New Dealers WANTED: Artists WELCOME&

:T'Fé!
Tuesday-5aturday 11a-8p  www.AntiquesAttics.com - g-u
Sunday—Manday‘in-dp T0-12-2167 E @ ANTIQUE ATTIC
5500 S. Simms Street, Littleton,CO 80127 T

LITTLETON'S NEWEST ANTIQUE STORE

Jewelry & Watches, Collectibles & Memorabilia, Vintage Furniture
Military Memorabilia, Art & Prints, Vintage Clothing & Accessories
Home Decor Items, Books & Ephemera, Glassware & Pottery
Silverware & Metalware, Rocks & Mining, Books & Comics, Vintage Toys
Country, Cottage & Farmhouse, Hand Painted & Hand Made ltems

e,

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

www.mountainstatescollector.com



When Corbin Braith-
waite talks about
Braithwaite and Com-
pany, his voice doesn’t
sound like a business-
man pitching inventory.
It sounds like a son keep-
ing hope alive.

Before there was a

storefront, there was a |

small antique booth his
mother ran a simple space

filled with old western

ware, keepsakes, and lit-
tle pieces of history. To
some, it was just “stuff.”
To her, it was purpose.

It gave her energy. It gave her something to
wake up excited about. Then the store hous-
ing that booth closed, and just like that, the

FEATURE

Braithwaite and Company

place that lit her up disappeared.

“I watched that joy get taken away,”
Braithwaite says. “And I couldn’t just let that
be the end of the story.”

That feehng part heartbreak, part deter-

g mination  became
the foundation for
Braithwaite and
Company. What
he’s building isn’t
just a collectibles
B and antiques mar-
% Lketplace. It's a sec-
ond chance. A space
where passion
doesn’t get evict-
ed when a building
changes hands. A
place where peo-
ple who love old
things, handmade
things, meaning-
ful things can keep
doing what makes
them feel alive.

Where Objects
Carry Emotion

Walk through
the aisles and you
won’t see rows of
identical products.
You'll see person-

ality. A vintage toy that
sends someone straight
back to Saturday mornings
as a kid. A piece of jewel-
ry made by someone who
poured hours into getting
it just right. A quirky odd-
ity that makes a stranger
! laugh and start a conversa-
tion.

“These aren’t just
items,” Braithwaite says.
“They’re memory triggers.
Story starters. Little time
machines.”

Each vendor booth is
run by someone with a
passion collectors, artists, treasure hunters,
people who find beauty in the overlooked.
Instead of one big corporate voice, the store
hums with dozens of individual ones.

A Dream Bigger Than Retail

For Braithwaite, this project reaches be-
yond shelves and sales. It’s about rebuilding
something many towns have quietly lost: a
place to wander, talk, and feel connected. A
place where grandparents bring grandkids to
show them “what we used to have,” where
neighbors bump into each other, where time
slows down just a bit.

“This is about bringing heart back into
shopping,” he says. “About making a space
that feels human.”

A Store With a Soul

In a time when so many storefronts feel
the same, Braithwaite and Company is trying
to feel different warmer, more personal, more
real. It's built on the belief that the past still
matters, that creativity deserves a stage, and
that community is worth investing in.

“This place,” Braithwaite says, “is proof
that heart can still win.”

Every person who walks in won’t just be
a customer. They’ll be stepping into a story
— one built from love, loss, memory, and the
simple hope that a small shop can make peo-
ple feel something big.

BECOMING AMERICAN NOW AVAILABLE

-gonerational soga of defl

www.mountainstatescollector.com

worw one fomily's
d bow the past

NYJI43INY ININ0D3E

OHNE FAMILY'S JOURNEY THROUGH FOUR
CENTURIES OF BECOMING AMERICAN

BECOMING
AMERICAN

MARGARET E‘DSE DESTEFANO
JON EAGER DESTEFANO

Becoming American
Is Now Available
For Purchase

Peg and Jon DeStefano have recently complet-
ed their first book collaboration. Becoming Ameri-
can has been a labor of love for the couple as they
wanted their children to know their ancestors.
This book covers four centuries of the Knowles’
family experience in America which began in the
early 1600s. This side of the family stems from
Peggy’s maternal grandmother’s side.

The book is based on the genealogical re-
search that Peggy’s sister Mary Sikora spent a
lifetime recording. All the ancestors are real
people. Their place in history helps bring to life
America’s path up to this time. The book is an
historical novel that captures history in a three-
dimensional way that old-time history books
never could capture.

It is now available through Kindle as a paper
back. The electronic version is now available.
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By Tom Cotter

“Red,” 1 write, “is the
color of life. It's blood,
passion, rage.. Red is
the color of love. Beat-
ing hearts and hungry
lips. Roses, Valentines,
cherries. Red is the col-
or of shame. Crimson
cheeks and spilled blood.
Broken hearts, opened
veins.” — Mary Ho-
gan, Pretty Face. Wheth-
er called Ruby, one of the
most prized gems in the
world, Carmine, Crim-
son, Rose, or Scarlet, red
evokes personal responses
like no other color. So it is
not hard to imagine that
one of the favorite colors
of glass is red. Imagine a
white table cloth and nap-
kins, bone china, and vi-
brant red stemware. Or a
vase of scarlet filled with
red roses. Nothing else
can cause our hearts to
beat faster or attract our eyes quicker than
something in glorious red. The Rocky Moun-
tain Depression Glass Society celebrates its
40th Ruby Anniversary Array of Color Show
and Sale on April 26th and 27th with a special

FEATURE

A Celebration of —

display of members’ red glass to showcase
the event.

To obtain red glass, regardless of chemi-
cals used, the object must be reheated to over
1,000 degrees. This process is called “strik-

ing” the glass. The use of more
controllable cooling ovens, or
lehrs, powered by natural gas,
allowed easier reheating of
glass to produce red. But there
were other issues. While the
romantic in us might hold that
someone dropped a gold ring
into a pot of molten “metal” to
make the first ruby glass prod-
uct, in truth, red glass had been
around since Roman times,
and thoroughly documented
in the 17th century. Gold had
to be mixed with aqua regia, or
“Royal Water.” No problem;
aqua regia sounds like after
shave, right? Only it is highly
concentrated and corrosive ni-
tro-hydrochloric acid, used to
dissolve the gold into solution.
And fingers... The expense of
even a small amount of gold,
the extreme care, and that it
had to be reheated to change
to red kept “Ruby Gold” glass
from being made extensive-
ly. Some U.S. companies in
the latter 1800s used a mixture
with gold to make Cranberry and Ruby flint,
or leaded, glass. Dorflinger and New En-
gland Glass made some of the most outstand-
ing flashed (coated), cut-to-clear glass. Also,
early Amberina and Rubena Verde glass used

NORTHGLENN

old Wagon Antique Mall

Come Shop With Us —Up to 100 Dealers To Choose From
T oys, Clocks, Glass, Furniture, Collectibles, Books

10685 Melody Dr.
Northglenn, Colorado
1-25/104th
Check for Available Space
303-280-8114

https://oldwagon.wixsite.com/antique

STORE

WIDE
SALES

Like us on
Facebook

Calendar Listing Information

Promoters: send us your calendar information. We will publish it free (and in bold-
face type) with your display ad. Otherwise the cost is $35 per issue. Calendar entries
are published on a three-month basis (month of show and two months previous). So
send in your info as soon as possible. It’s never too early. Stories and features about

shows are provided free with your display ad.

Dates of Show:

City, State:
Name of Show or Event:

Other Info:

Phone:

Send information about advertising.

For more information,

r
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
I Hours:
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 call 720-276-2777.
1

1

1

1

1

1

Estate Sales and Event

Mail coupon and check to: Spree Enterprises, Inc.,
P.O. Box 1003, Bailey, CO 80421-1003
Deadline: The 20th of the month before the next issue.

Shows, Auctions,

Calendar listings are
FREE with your
display ad. Club News
and Museum News
also welcome.

SUBSCRIBE

to the Collector Online

www.mountainstatescollector.com

Looking for past issues? Download them anytime via
the ‘PDF Editions’ link on our homepage.
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Red and Ruby Glass

the gold and reheating process to create mul-
tiple colors in a single piece.

By 1850 German /Bohemian flashed glass,
created by dipping a clear piece of hot glass
with a copper-based layer of glass, became
popular in the U.S., and at a cheaper price.
Companies began to experiment with other

ways to make red glass. Rather
than add a red glass coating, U.S.
companies found a way to add a
silver-based mixture with some re-
heating in the cooling oven (lehr)
that left a ruby stain on the glass.
This became a major decoration in
the Early American Pattern Glass
period of the late 1800s and early
1900s.

While the French patented se-
lenium red glass formulae in the
1800s, Frederick Carder of Steuben
Glass often receives credit in the
U.S. for glass with selenium and
poisonous cadmium sulfide to pro-
duce red in a variety of shades, in-
cluding opaque Rouge Flambe and
transparent Selenium Red. Com-
panies like Cambridge, Duncan &
Miller, Fenton, Fostoria, Heisey,
New Martinsville, Paden City, and
others soon followed suit. Styles,
forms and decorations abounded!

Extension of the a expensive
copper-based red formula allowed
companies like Anchor Hocking
to produce machine-made wares.
Although the early Hocking red
pieces did contain some gold early
on, the formula was limited to a copper and
tin formula by 1950. Manhattan, Provincial
(Bubble), Roly Poly, and Swirl are among a
vast array of Royal Ruby, Anchor Hocking’s
vivid red.

WESTMINSTER

The hardest to make glass has been one
of the most popular colors for the last several
hundred years. Whether Red, Ruby, Seleni-
um, Carmen, Pigeon Blood, or any other la-
bel, the various shades and companies pieces
are always in demand.

“[1{17
TR I
720.557.2563

Treasures

: "Re
Unique s

6080 W. 92ND AVE.
e I

Antiques & Collectibles

7341 W. 44th Avenue,
Wheat Ridge, Colorado

1 Block East of Wadsworth on 44th
OPEN Tuesday-Saturday 10 am - 5 pm

303-993-3868

Over 20 Dealers to Shop From *Rental Space Available
Vintage Decor, Furniture, Toys, Linens, Jewelry and More

www.mountainstatescollector.com
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AMERICAN HISTORY
April Anniversaries

April 7

77th  Anniversary of the
World Health Organization
being established by the
United Nations (1948)

April 13
Thomas Jefferson’s Birthday
(1743)

103th Anniversary of the
State of Massachusetts open-
ing all public offices to wom-
en (1922)

April 15
Congress ratifies peace with
Great Britain (1783)

April 17

53nd Anniversary of the first
Boston Marathon in which
women are officially allowed

to compete (1972)

April 18
Patriot’s Day

83rd Anniversary of the Doo-
little Raid on Japan (1942)

April 19
American Revolution begins
(1775)

April 22
Earth Day

April 24
Arbor Day

April’s
Quote of Month

,,»» a spirit of youth

’,4(__..

>3 everything.”

Blue Star GEORGETOWN
Museums
llke HOteI The Hotel De Paris Mu-
de Paris in seum?™, a site of the Na-
Georg e- : tional Trust for Historic
4 Preservation, is owned
town, wTE L DE P.A' Rl% and operated by The
Colorado, . }/,I{ ln = National Society of the "
iV | I I\[L]SELI\‘T Colonial Dames of : : si ﬂm&ﬂt
give specia = America in the State of m"‘g
discounts to Gﬂ(}rgetﬂw, Cﬂl{)md{) Colorado. The Museum Furniture, Antiques, Home Decor, Gard:nn & Gifts

is located in George-

veterans. 303-688-1207

www.castlerockconsignment.com

807 Wilcox Street
Castle Rock, CO 80104

town, Colorado, just
west of Denver off In-
terstate 70.

Louis Dupuy’s leg-
endary Hotel de Paris
dates to the silver min-
ing boom, when it

served as a first-class

PINE

French restaurant,

Pine Emporium

16714 Pine Valley Rd.
Pine, Colorado 80470

303-838-5150
bobaaac@aol.com

Antiques, Gifts, Art Gallery, Tom Clark
Gnomes, Jewelry, Furniture, Vintage Fabric,
Clothes, Books, Glassware, Collectibles.

OPEN: Friday, Saturday and Sunday

showroom for traveling
salesmen, and luxuri-
ous hotel during the
Gilded Age.

Their Mission:

To collect, preserve,
and share history asso-
with
Dupuy's Hotel De Paris,
and serve as a catalyst
for heritage tourism in
Georgetown, Colorado.

ciated Louis
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HISTORICAL

Garden History Depicted in Old Seed Catalogs

By Anne Gilbert

As interest in the environment grows this
includes collecting old garden catalogs. Color-
ful and informative they give a glimpse into
the past of what were the popular foods of the
past. The early catalog drawings are consid-

ered works of art, also illustrated on seed box-
es and tin containers.

Pages from 19th century garden catalogs
were not only hand drawn but often hand col-
ored. Equally colorful were the fruit labels on
wooden crates. Framed and hung on a kitchen
wall they have become a decorative art acces-
sory.

However, for the serious collectors of old
garden catalogs, such a destruction of a total
catalog is a sacrilege. As they see it, it’s like
cutting up a rare book and framing the pic-
tures. Literally destroying a piece of American
garden history.

Many reflect the foods and plants in the
regions in which they originated. For exam-
ple, the farm county publications used rustic,
“homey” words to describe the plants. The
city-produced catalogs rely on more “hard-
sell.”

Among the earliest see companies were
Burpees Seeds(1876) and D.M. Ferry(1880s.)
For their hundred year anniversary in 1976,
Burpees issued Centennial place mats featur-
ing color reproductions from their historic,
lithographed catalog pages. These days they
are considered collectibles.

Among the rarest and most valuable spin-
offs for collectors would be books ( written
by and illustrated ) in the early 19th century
as guides for explorers. Often they contained
hand colored illustrations detailing the dis-

coveries of exotic and unusual jungle area
plants. Who can forget the mission of the ship
Bounty to bring back breadfruit trees.

CLUES: Not everybody appreciates garden
collectibles. There’s still a chance to make dis-
coveries at bargain prices. Fruit crate labels
were once throw aways. Once collectors got
wise they were reproduced in the 1970s.
Garage sales and flea markets are still a good
place to find catalogs and old fruit crates.

The good news is there are still 1877,
Burpees catalogs, with its fifty pates intact.
Only 10,000 were printed. Those that survived
are rarities worth over $100.

STERLING
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[ 0LD WAREHOUSE |
ANTIQUES f

Ster(mg, Colorado

Heirloom & Investment Quality Antiques
Specializing in Oak & Walnut Furniture,
Clocks, Lighting, Fine Glass, Primitives

326 North Front Street

(1/2 block N. ‘Under Chestnut Street Overpass)

SBBBE

“’)

ﬁ

High Quality Classics Waiting
to be Reinvented.

= Jewelry

= Crystal -

= Artwork =

Proceeds from the sale of these consigned and donated
items benefit Children's Hospital Colorado.

La Cache is staffed fully by volunteers.

An Extraordinary Consignment Store

= Antique Furniture
Home Decor
Fine China & Silver

Visit us
Mon-5at 10 to 4
400 M. Downing 5t.
Denwver, CO 80218
(203) 871-9605

corner of Holly & Florida

Closed

T 1:00-5:100
T11:00-5:00
T1T71:00-5:00
17 :00-5:00
MO:00-5:30
Closaedcd

FI

E '}

E5re(E

Artwork | Furniture | Clothing | Kitchen | Home Decor
Yard Tools | Lamps | Glassware | Crystal | China | Construction Tools and much much more!

u s HollyStreet 303.518.0464

Light up your home from dim to dazzling!

kals & pals

emporium

M-Sa 10am - 4:30pm

@ f
=
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FLORENCE

Blue Spruce Gallery
Art & Antiques

'[~ ] - 1 A 11
M a.""-}-—'re‘f'.'i 1] ll;rlflIr I 311!

103 VINTAGE
MARKET

Florence Colorado Antique Capital

(719) 784-3797

10,000 Sq Feet
Over 30 Vendors

ﬁirmﬁfsh to barrel zlge.::[."_ :
Antiques, Boutique, Art & Wine
w.:'[li'r:'v‘ﬁm 7idh4m-3504

Tracy Vinton pra-am-4335
fucehook com | barn and barrel florencecs

105 Wk Main Street
Florence, CO 81226
7197841073

O Babers Rack vj

< 118 E. Main
Florence, Colorado 81326

bakersrackalkchingakiechen@gmail.com

Shop all 4 of blocks of Main Street. See you soon!

Take a scenic drive to Florence, ™ ~ A

Colorado Springs or Salida,
18 shops, 5 restaurants, and 2 art galleries.

/ iy
£ ./Wi""w //

7 ARMED FORCES § . wom-wwrzm
! SALE & EXRIBIT : e R 4 s
’ EHI /3’ MAY 3TH AT 1PM

?- EV

// Thary ol §o pracsiaions and

* e O Teraa

o) 120 /x S ‘ﬁ
A

b A B A
Y e
A;'w‘zﬂ

L\

*
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+ Third Weekend in May

+ Art
+ Antigues

+ Salvage
+ Vintage

+ MUCH MORE...
Reserve Space Now

+ Collectibles

{719} 784-3544

WWW FinditinFlorence Cam

Info@FinditinFlorence. Com

RESENTING THE ﬁ

RENCE MERCHANTS 24TH ANNUAL

(AR SHow

ON MAIN STREET IN FLORENCE

Ny 177H 2026

~ 9AM TO 3PM

" CHECK IN BEGINS AT 6AM
REGISTER NOW AT:
www.antiquecapitalofamerica.com

109 W. Main St.
Florence, CO 81226
(419) 769-1476 (Darcy)
(419) 769-1897 (Doug)
(719) 510-2214 (Paul)

“Estate Sale Excellence, Every Step of the Way”

> e N

113 W Main St Florence, CO 81226

We offer breakfast, lunch,
catering, and much more!

(719) 784-3834

]
.
|
-
g
i
3
'

L
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 Crystal Emporium
. il : A Great Little Rock and Antique Shop

107 East Main Street
Florence,CO 81226

Worldwide Treasures

202 W. Main St.
Florence, CO 81226

(719) 784-7434

Kim Thompson
Scott Thompson
Harriet Graham

100 E Front St
Florence, CO 81226

(719) 784-1904

Humble venue featuring
artifacts & exhibits of
Native American, coal

mining & pioneer history.

Moving from the Antique Bazaar on Main St. to Petroleum

B ANTIGUE RAZAAR]

Hﬁ-nvi'ng liquidation sale, ’ e _
Lﬂfmhfng must go! r %

g Luk S — e
Antque Bazaar » 108/110 E Mailn  Gift Bazaar* 117 5. Petroleum

719-338-1628

Main Street Gallery

1400 square feet of antiques, art & collectibles

120 East Main Street g
Florence,CO 81226

479-381-6293 or 479-381-5127
(= = == = = B = B |

ok Wl
A .
— ; ] o Ge’
719 Eilito Sales
cmnifer Homard
(718) 298-8250

i

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
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CONTEST

March’s What Is It?

It is so interesting to know that so
many readers know what these items
are.

Yes, they are ocarinas. These pic-
tured include a bass (top), a tenor
(right), a red alto and a soprano. The
rare bass, probably russian-made, is
valuable.

Ceramic ocarinas have been
around morethan 12,000 years. An-
cient examples have been cited —small
whistles shaped like birds or other an-
imals and made of terracotta were in
India for 6,000 years. China has a very
long history of music—songs and
dance had already appeared as early
as five thousand years ago. Europeans
and native American makers of the
ocarina existed for hundreds of years.
Native Americans of North and South
America often used the instrument as
they danced.

Ocarinas remained a popular toy
for more than 340 years until 1878
when 17 year old musician-baker Gui-
seppe Donati of Budrio, Italy, trans-
formed them from a toy which only
played a few notes, into a real instru-
ment which could play more than an
octave accurately.

April’s What Is It?

Send your answers to the What Is It contest, postmarked by April 20, to the
Mountain States Collector, PO. Box 1003, Bailey, CO 80421. At least three win-
ners will be drawn. Winners will receive a one year electronic subscription to the
Mountain States Collector. Be sure to include your email address to your guess.

Souvenirs of Baseball Continued . ..

Continued from page 1

for the ball and caught it with my bare hand
about three inches from the ground. My jump
took me head first into the ground and I came
up with the ball and made a double play.”

The letter brought over $1,000. At a simi-
lar auction a Hall of Fame postcard signed by
Cy Young with his image on the from brought
$750.

These Hall of Fame postcards with photo-
graphs of an individual player’s plaque with
yellow background have been available since
1964. they were issued by the National Baseball
Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York. Ear-
lier cards by Albertype and Artvue Company
were issued in black and white.

Also on paper are stock certificates, one
from the 1940s st. Louis Browns went for $350;

LAFAYETTE

signed checks, one from Walter Johnson on a
germantown bank in Maryland dated 1942
brought $800 at a Leland sale; programs, tick-
ets, magazines with baseball-related covers’
and guide books issued as premiums by liquor
companies.

During much of the 20th century a great
deal of memorabilia connected to the game
was sold right over the counter.

An attractive box from the 1930s that once
packaged Babe Ruth’s All-American Athlet-
ic underwear complete with the great star’s
image on front would bring several hundred
dollars today. then there is a Joe Dimaggio ad-
vertising wall calendar from the 1950s, or the
great gillette Razor Company merchandise and
premiums from the 1930s through the 1960s —
including World series specialty items.

During the 1950s and early 1960s the Hart-
land Plastic Company of Hartland, Wisconsin,
issued 18 different statues of major league base-
ball stars. From 1958 to 1963 they sold at dime
stores for $2 to $3 each. Now they are quite col-
lectible.

Different baseball fans usually collect
different things. But the field’s most accom-
plished collector has a bit of everything these
days. Barry Halper, a New Jersey businessman,
at one time had 900 player uniforms, 3,000 au-

tographed baseballs, every all-star game pro-
gram, world series programs going back nearly
80 years, and even the autograph of the person
many say invented the game itself at Cooper-
stown in 1839, Abner Doubleday.

Most collectors of such things have far less
of it but enjoy what they have tremendously.

“In collecting baseball memorabilia,” notes
Stew Salowitz in his collector’s guide co-au-
thored with Raycraft, “people are surrounding
themselves with history — with at bats, hits,
runs, errors, diving catches, chewing tobacco,
bubble gum and the illustrious characters who
played the game for our enjoyment.”

Venezuela stuns Team USA baseball to win
first WBC title after Bryce Harper’s late he-
roics

It's much bigger on the inside
than it looks from the outside

6,000 square feet of antiques, collectibles and decor.

i g | Treasures
"1E] 1 | Antiques

Mon-Sat 10am-5pm « Sun 12pm-5pm

409 S Public Rd « Lafayette « 303-926-4060
nobletreasures@hotmail.com

www.mountainstatescollector.com
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Happy Springtime!
Shop at The Brass Armadillo!

— Py 8 S 4 -
\ Armadillo-
antique mall

11301 W. I-70 Frontage Rd. 303-403-1677
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 877-403-1677

Colorado

Open 7 Days a Week
9am-9 pm

The Brass Armadillo is a professionally
operated business that takes antiques and
collectibles seriously. We work to have quality
items at good prices.

The mall is open from 9am to 9pm. every
day, except Christmas. We host seminars,
workshops and training events.

B Krysti Jomei of Birdy magazine couldn’t resist visit-
|| ing the dinosaurs at the Brass Armadillo. Photo by
lj Sean Forrester.
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