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Colorado Antique Gallery Celebrates

Their 32nd Anniversary All March Long
By Chris Rodriguez

Photos by Barbara LaRocca

For the past 32 years the Colorado Antique
Gallery has called 5501 S Broadway home.  Proudly
located in the city of Littleton for the past three
decades, the Colorado Antique Gallery is Colorado-
owned and operated.  With a collection of 285 an-
tique vendors under one 52000 square foot roof there
is always a fabulous find waiting around the next
corner.  With literally millions of items to choose
from there is something for everyone at the Colorado
Antique Gallery.  During the entire month of March,
the store is celebrating its 32nd Anniversary with a
store wide sale.  

The Gallery’s regular customers continue to
come back for the ever-changing selection of an-
tiques and collectibles.  When first timers come
through the door they are in awe at the selection and
layout of the Gallery.  The showroom floor is well
lit, clean, and full of treasures for every antique en-
thusiast.  While the metro region has changed might-
ily over the past three decades, there has always
been a corridor to the past at the Colorado Antique
Gallery.  One can find relics that take you back
decades, or a little memento to remind you of the
way things used to be in the Denver area when it
was a dusty old cow town.  

Antique enthusiasts keep our history alive
through the preservation of past items, and they are

also some of the biggest conservationists around.
Part of this is due to the fact that most collectors have
trouble throwing things away, but, hey, who’s keep-
ing track.  Humans have been collecting and curat-
ing items from history since the start of time.  Who
knew that our cave dwelling ancestors who kept
every arrowhead and pelt they came across would
evolve into what is known today as a collector!

The Colorado Antique Gallery has been a place
for the past 32 years for that collector to roam and
unearth that treasure that has been missing from
their life.  Whether you are a designer, collector, en-
thusiast, or just need something to do for the day,
the Gallery has you covered.  The friendly staff at

the Gallery is second to none and always
happy to help you find what you are
looking for.  With 285 small business
owners you are shopping small and local
when you come though the Gallery’s
doors.

What has been the secret to the longevi-
ty of the Colorado Antique Gallery?  It’s their
loyal customers and great antique dealers.
Some of the Gallery’s patrons have been vis-
iting since the doors were opened back in
1992. The Colorado Antique Gallery is proud
to be part of the antique industry in Col-
orado and wants to say thank you to all their
customers, vendors, and other antique stores
in the region for keeping the industry strong
and going. The Gallery’s 32 trips around the
sun have been marvelous as they look for-
ward to many more with all the friends they
have made and those yet to come.  

TIMBER DAN SPRING
TOY SHOW & SALE 
Saturday, March 30

9 - 4
First National Bank Exhibition Building
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The Antique Brothers, Timmy & Joseph Crawford, Welcome You

World’s Largest Root Beer Bar serving ice cream floats, coffee — 
New Root Beers Weekly - We are continually expanding our variety!

May Good Luck Be With You Wherever You Go
And Your Blessings Outnumber the Shamrocks That Grow

V e t e r a n  D i s c o u n t s  E v e r y  D a y

Colorado’s Best 

Antique Destination

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9am-6pm

Fri.-Sat. 9am-7pm Sun.12pm-6pm

Escape Inflation

Your Dollars Go Further

at Old Crows

Only 4.93% Sales Tax

Resales Welcome

www.OldCrowsAntiques.com

Have a Blessed Easter! 

Saturday, March 9
12 p.m. to 3 p.m.

LITTLETON CAR SHOW

“Be There or Be Square”

Bowles & Kipling

Get estimates on your favorite 

treasures. Talk to experts about your 

antiques, art, vintage and collectibles. 

Limit 1 item per person

Saturday, March 2
12 - 3 p.m. (First Saturday Every Month)

Old  C rows’  An t i ques  Road  Show

Saturday, March 16
Live at the Crows: featuring 

Steve Pierce singing Irish Folk
Songs, Root Beer Bar, 2-5 p.m.

Saturday, March 23

Celebrate the Arts
Numerous Demonstrations with

Local Artists and Craftsmen

Gift Cards 

Available

O l d  C r o w s  A n t i q u e
M a l l & R o o t B e e r B a r

10081 West Bowles Avenue Littleton, Colorado 

303-973-8648

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

Congratulations,

Hall of Famer

Randy Gradishar
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Arvada

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd.,  Suite130, Arvada, CO 80003

2 Miles North of  I-70 on Wadsworth, N.E.  Corner of 64th and Wadsworth

www.homesteadantiquemall.net

720-484-3644 Open 7 Days a Week, 10am - 6pm

Over 70 dealers with a wide variety

of ant iques,  vintage furnishings,

glassware, jewelry, collect ibles,

primitives, shabby chic,  

Western, Native American, 

home decor & more. . .

Best  
of  Arvada

Best  Antique  Mall  
in  Arvada



Show Calendar: March — September, 2024
Through MAY 3: SPACE EXPLORERS:  The INFINITE — Stanley Marketplace, 2501
Dallas St., Aurora, After having fascinated 300,000 visitors, Space Explorers: The Infi-
nite lands in Denver featuring new content captured in space promising an other-
worldly adventure!

MAr. 2: OLD CROWS’ ANTIQUES ROAD SHOW 12-3 p.m. (First Saturday
of Every Month) 10081 West Bowles Avenue, Littleton. Get estimates on your fa-
vorite treasures. Talk to experts about your antiques, art, vintage and collectibles.
Limit 1 item per person. Call 303-973-8648 

MAr. 9: LITTLETON CAR SHOW 3 to 6 p.m., weather permitting, at Old Crows
Antique Mall, 10081 West Bowles Avenue, Littleton. Featuring vintage and collectible
vehicles. An event that is fun for the whole family. 303-973-8648. 

MAr. 15-17: HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO THE BRASS ARMADILLO 15% off
everything in the mall. Come celebrate with us on our Anniversary! MARCH 30-31
HAPPY EASTER! Double Antique Army rewards Points on Sat. & Sun.. $100 raffle:
Every Antique Army member making a purchase this weekend will be registered for
a chance to win a $100 Brass Armadillo Gift Card. More info 303-403-1677.

MAr. 16: LIVE AT THE CROWS at the Old Crows Antique Mall & root Beer Bar,
live performance by Steve Pierce singing Irish Folk Songs, 2-5 p.m., 303-973-8648.

MAr. 23: CELEBRATE THE ARTS at Old Crows Antiques Mall, special prices
on all artwork. Demonstrations by numerous local artists and craftsmen. Call
303-973-8648 for more information.

MAr. 30: TIMBER DAN SPRING TOY SHOW & SALE of Collectible,  Vin-
tage and Antique Toys, Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the First National Bank  Ex-
hibition Building, Enter at North or South Halls of “The ranch” Larimer County
Fairgrounds, 5280 Arena Circle, Loveland CO, 250+ Tables with 90+ Dealers from
10 states. Contact Sherlyn Sampson at 970-663-9392 or go to website www.love-
landlionsclub.com for more information.

MAY 9-11: DENVER COIN EXPO, National Western Complex, 4655 Humboldt
Street, Denver. The largest and oldest coin show in the rocky Mountains, Thurs.
and Fri. 10-6 p.m., Sat., 10-4 p.m. More information, call Neal at 720-773-1175 or
go to denvercoinexpo@gmail.com or www.rockymtnexpos.com.

MAY 17 & 18: JUNKTIQUE ANTIQUE SHOW AND FLEA MARKET, Florence,
Colorado more info, call 719- 784-3544 or go to finditinflorence.com

MAY 24 & 25: DENVER POSTCARD & PAPER SHOW in conjunction with the
Rocky Mountain Stamp Show,  May 24-25, 2024, Arapahoe County Fairgrounds
15680 E Quincy Ave, Aurora, CO  80016 –more info at www.denverpostcardshow.com
or email Carol at camobley@ephemeranet.com

JUNE 15: VINTAGE MARKETPLACE OUTDOOR MARKET, 6520 S. College Ave.,
Forth Collins, CO more info: www.VintagemarketplaceFC.com Upcoming Outdoor
Markets on July 20th, Aug. 17, Sept. 21, Oct. 19 and Nov. 16.

JULY 13-14: ROCKY MOUNTAIN ANTIQUE FESTIVAL, Loveland, Colorado, pre-
sented by Heritage Event Company. at the ranch Events Complex Larimer County
Fairgrounds. FrEE PArKING, Aults $6., Children 11 and Under: FrEE. More info,
go to www.heritageeventcompany or contact Gail Kinney (918) 619-2875.

JULY 19 & 20: DENVER POSTCARD & PAPER SHOW, Holiday Inn Lakewood,
7390 W Hampden Ave, Lakewood, CO  80227 —more info at www.denverpostcard
show.com or email Carol at camobley@ephemeranet.com

AUGUST 17 & 18: ROCKY MOUNTAIN BOOK & PAPER FAIR, 2024, Douglas
County Fairgrounds, 500 Fairgrounds rd, Castle rock, CO 80104 – more info at
rMABA.org or email bookfair2024@rmaba.org

SEPT. 13 & 14: CHERRELYN STAMP SHOW,  Jefferson County Fairgrounds, 15200
W 6th Ave, Golden, CO 80401 – for more information email Carol at
camobley@ephemeranet.com

www.mountainstatescollector.com Mountain States Collector—March 2024 5

Calendar

Guided tours on Saturdays 10-4 and Sundays 12-4 through the
end of May. Go to our Website to make a reservation —

hoteldeparismuseum.org or call the Museum - 303-569-2311..

Cost $10. Discounts
available. Gift shop.
Free parking.

“The most unique
and complete parcel

of early Colorado 
history in the state.”

Louis Dupuy’s Hotel
de Paris is a former
French inn, located at
409 6th Street in
Georgetown, Colorado
with an English style
interior, built by 
Chinese laborers.
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13788 Pacific Circle
Mead, Colorado 
303-532-6496

Located right off I-25 at Hwy 66

Open 7 Days a week
Sunday, 10:30 am to 5 pm

Monday - Thursday 10:30 am to 6 pm
Friday & Saturday, 10 am to 6 pm 

Sugar Mill Antiques and Vintage Depot
is Northern Colorado's premier shopping
destination featuring over 80 merchants.
A curated collective unlike anything
you've seen before filled with antiques,
vintage, mantiques, mid-century modern,
shabby chic, home decor, unique gifts
and more!

Save the Earth,
Buy More Vintage

www.sugarmillmead.com 
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram

@Sugarmillmead for our latest 
arrivals and upcoming events.

Happy 
St. Patrick’s Day

from the 
Sugar Mill!

Like our 
Facebook 
page 

Do your St. Patrick’s Day shopping

at the Sugar Mill. Your friends 

and family will be thrilled.



By Maureen Timm 

The first great invention developed by Edi-
son in Menlo Park was the tin foil phonograph.
While working to improve the efficiency of a
telegraph transmitter, he noticed that the tape
of the machine gave off a noise resembling spo-
ken words when played at a high speed. This
caused him to wonder if he could record a tele-
phone message. He began experimenting with
the diaphragm of a telephone received by at-
taching a needle to it. He reasoned that the nee-
dle could prick paper tape to record a message.
His experiments led him to try a stylus on a tin-
foil cylinder, which, to his great surprise, played
back the short message he recorded, "Mary had
a little lamb." 

The word phonograph was the trade name
for Edison's device, which played cylinders
rather than discs. The machine had two need-
les: one for recording and one for playback.
When you spoke into the mouthpiece, the
sound vibrations of your voice would be in-
dented onto the cylinder by the recording
needle. This cylinder phonograph was the first
machine that could record and reproduce
sound created a sensation and brought Edison
international fame. 

August 12, 1877 is the date popularly given
for Edison's completion of the model for the first
phonograph. He toured the country with the tin
foil phonograph, and was invited to the White
House to demonstrate it to President rutherford
B. Hayes in April 1878. 

In May 1889, the first "phonograph parlor"
opened in San Francisco. Customers would sit
at a desk where they could speak through a
tube, and order a selection for one nickel.
Through a separate tube connected to a cylin-
der phonograph in the room below, the selec-
tion would then be played. By the mid-1890s,
most American cities had at least one phono-
graph parlor. 

By 1890, record manufacturers had begun
using rudimentary duplication process to mass-
produce their product. While the live perform-
ers recorded the master phonograph, up to ten
tubes led to blank cylinders in other phono-
graphs. Until this development, each record had
to be custom-made. Before long, a more ad-
vanced pantograph-based process made it pos-
sible to simultaneously produce 150 copies of
each record. 

However, as demand for certain records
grew, popular artists still needed to re-record
and re-re-record their songs. reportedly, the
medium's first major African-American star,
George Washington Johnson, was obliged to
perform his "Laughing Song" more than fifty
times in a day, at twenty cents per rendition.
(The average price of a single cylinder in the
mid-1890s was about fifty cents.) 

Businessman Jesse H. Lippincott assumed
control of the phonograph companies by be-
coming sole licensee of the American Grapho-
phone Company and by purchasing the Edison
Phonograph Company from Edison. In an
arrangement which eventually included most
other phonograph makers as well, he formed
the North American Phonograph Company on
July 14,1888. 

Lippincott saw the potential use of the
phonograph only in the business field and
leased the phonographs as office dictating
machines to various member companies
which each had its own sales territory. Unfor-
tunately, this business did not prove to be
very profitable, receiving significant opposi-
tion from stenographers. 

EDISON'S PHONOGRAPH DOLL 
Meanwhile, the Edison Factory produced

talking dolls in 1890 for the Edison Phonograph
Toy Manufacturing Co. The dolls contained tiny
wax cylinders. Edison's relationship with the
company ended in March of 1891, and the dolls
are very rare today. 

Edison's Talking Doll was an historic step in
phonograph history - the first phonograph mar-
keted for home entertainment, with a pre-
recorded cylinder. 

The original price was $10 with a simple
chemise and $20-$25 with full dress. This was a
huge sum for the time, equal to about two
week’s salary for the average person. The
phonograph inside the body of the doll was tiny,
with a small horn pointing up toward holes in
the doll's chest. 

The Edison Phonograph Works also produced
musical cylinders for coin-slot phonographs which
some of the subsidiary companies had started to
use. These proto-"jukeboxes" were a development
which pointed to the future of phonographs as en-
tertainment machines. 

In the fall of 1890, Lippincott fell ill and lost
control of the North American Phonograph Co.
to Edison, who was its principal creditor. Edi-
son changed the policy of rentals to outright
sales of the machines, but changed little else. 

Edison increased the entertainment offer-
ings on his cylinders, which by 1892 were made
of a wax known among collectors today as
"brown wax." Although called by this name, the
cylinders could range in color from off-white to
light tan to dark brown. An announcement at
the beginning of the cylinder would typically
indicate the title, artist, and company. 

In January 1896, he starred the National
Phonograph Company which would manu-
facture phonographs for home entertainment
use. Within three years, branches of the com-
pany were located in Europe. Under the aegis
of the company, he announced the Spring
Motor Phonograph in 1896, followed by the
Edison Home Phonograph, and he began the
commercial issue of cylinders under the new
company's label. 

A year later, the Edison Standard Phono-
graph was manufactured and then exhibited in
the press in 1898. This was the first phonograph
to carry the Edison trademark design. 

Prices for the phonographs had significant-
ly diminished from its early days of $150 (in
1891) down to $20 for the Standard model and
$7.50 for a model known as the Gem, intro-
duced in 1899. 

Standard-sized cylinders, which tended to
be 4.25" long and 2.1875" in diameter, were 50
cents each and typically played at 120 r.p.m. A
variety of selections were featured on the cylin-
ders, including marches, sentimental ballads,
coon songs, hymns, comic monologues and de-

scriptive specialties, which offered sound reen-
actments of events. 

The Edison Concert Phonograph, which
had a louder sound and a larger cylinder
measuring 4.25" long and 5" in diameter, was
introduced in 1899, retailing for $125 and the
large cylinders for $4. The Concert Phono-
graph did not sell well, and prices for it and
its cylinders were dramatically reduced.
Their production ceased in 1912. 

A process for mass-producing duplicate wax
cylinders was put into effect in 1901. The cylin-
ders were molded, rather than engraved by a
stylus, and a harder wax was used. The process
was referred to as Gold Moulded, because of a
gold vapor given off by gold electrodes used in
the process. Sub-masters were created from the
gold master, and the cylinders were made from
these molds. From a single mold 120 to 150
cylinders could be produced every day. The
new wax used was black in color, and the cylin-
ders were initially called New High Speed Hard
Wax Moulded records until the name was
changed to Gold Moulded. By mid-1904, the
savings in mass duplication was reflected in the
price for cylinders which had been lowered to
35 cents each. Beveled ends were made on the
cylinders to accommodate titles 

The Edison business phonograph finally be-
came a dictating system. Three machines were
used: the executive dictating machine, the sec-
retarial machine for transcribing, and a shaving
machine used to recycle used cylinders. This
system can be seen in the Edison advertising
film, "The Stenographer's Friend," filmed in
1910. An improved machine, the Ediphone, was
introduced in 1916 and steadily grew in sales
after World War I and into the 1920s. 

In 1913 Edison announced the manufacture
of the Edison Disc Phonograph. The Edison
Company did not desert its faithful cylinder
customers, however, and continued to make
Blue Amberol cylinders until the demise of the
company in 1929. 

From the mid-1890s until the early 1920s
both phonograph cylinder and disc recording
and the machines to play them on were widely
mass-marketed and sold. The disc system grad-
ually became more popular due to its cheaper
price and better marketing by disc record com-
panies. Edison ceased cylinder manufacture in
the fall of 1929, and the history of disc and cylin-
der rivalry was concluded. 

OLDEST SURVIVING RECORDINGS 
1) Frank Lambert's lead cylinder recording

of an experimental talking clock is thought to
be both the oldest surviving sound recording
and the oldest surviving playable recording. 

2) A recording of a speech by Lord Stanley
at the 1888 Toronto Agricultura1 Fair. 

3) A recording of Handel's choral music
from June 29,1888 at The Crystal Palace in Lon-
don (the oldest surviving musical recording). 

These last two sound recordings survived be-
cause they were re-recorded onto later formats. 
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By Bobbie Sweeney

St. Patrick's Day—a great day for the Irish
in America. It is not necessary that you come
from Ireland or that you are born of Irish par-
ents—everybody suddenly becomes part of the
fun-loving, hard-drinking Irish culture on this
festive day. Whatever your favorite color hap-
pens to be, it changes to green on St. Patrick's
Day. Having an Irish name helps, but Germans,
Italians, Greeks, Chinese and all the rest can
have just as much fun drinking green beer, eat-
ing green food, and wearing green on this spe-
cial day of the year.

Most cities in the United States have a pa-
rade on this day. Businessmen, churches,
schools—everyone enters into the fun of mak-
ing March 17 "a great day for the Irish."

St. Patrick himself was born in England. He
is credited with having converted all of Ireland
to Christianity by his biographers. Patrick was
16 years old when he was captured by pirates,
and taken to Ireland and sold as a slave. He
learned to love the Irish people. When he es-
caped from slavery, six years later, he became a
monk in France. His greatest desire was to re-
turn to Ireland as a missionary. He did return,
and founded more than 300 churches.

Many legends are believed about St. Patrick.
It is hard to say how true they are. It is said that
he chased all the poisonous snakes out of Ire-
land and into the sea. The only snake he al-
lowed to stay was a small brown snake that

helped rid the country of insects. However, St.
Patrick did change the color of the snake to
green, so that it would blend in with the gor-
geous greens of the enchanting countryside.

Another legend tells of how St. Patrick
planted the shamrock in Ireland, then used the
lovely three leaves of the plant to explain the
Holy Trinity to the Irish people. One leaf repre-
sented the Father, one the Son, one the Holy
Ghost, and all three grew from the same stem.
As a result, the shamrock became the national
flower of Ireland.

St. Patrick became the Patron Saint of Ire-
land. The anniversary of his death, March 17 in

461 A.D., has been celebrated in America since
colonial days. At least 1/3rd of the men in
George Washington's army had been born in
Ireland, and he encouraged them to celebrate
St. Patrick'a Day in 1775. It was not until 1875
that the day was celebrated nationwide.

When visiting in Ireland, a taste of Irish
wiskey is a must for all tourists—although the
entire country is bone-dry on St. Patrick's Day.

St. Patrick’s Day Revisited

Offering Art and Vintage, Mid Century
Furniture and Decor
The original art, giclees and prints are
the work of our in-house, local artists.

Open Fridays 12 to 4
Saturdays 12 to 6 
Sundays 12 to 4

& First Fridays 4 to 8

445 S. Saulsbury St. Units E & F
Lakewood CO 80226

Follow/contact us on social media.

Please 
scan our
QR code
with your
cell phone
to find addi-
tional items.

Follow MeO on insta-
gram: @olivasmorris

and on Facebook: 
@morrisolivas.

Denver

Lakewood

Ireland

In a Dublin Park, Light and Shade, Walter Osborne, Oil on canvas, 1895.
National Gallery of Ireland

Connemara Girl (National Gallery of Ireland)
by the Irish artist Augustus Nicholas Burke
(July 28, 1838 – 1891)
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Depression Glass

By Mike Horine

Glass from the period between 1850's to about 1910 is called Early american
Pattern Glass (EaPG) or simply "Pattern Glass" but most collectors just call it EaPG.
During this time frame there were hundreds of glass companies making table ware,
in what is estimated to be as high as 3,000 different patterns. however, some of the
patterns had only a few items, and some only one, but the rest had several items in
each pattern. Glass from this period was first known as Flint Glass, until in the 1860's
when the flint or lead was needed for the war effort. Therefore a new clarifying agent
was needed to produce a crystal color glass. Glass then became known as "Non-Flint"
or "Soda-Lime" glass.

One of the most widely known series of glass from this period is U. S. Glass’
"The State Series" which features patterns named after 38 different states. They start-
ed with pattern #15029 better known as Indiana and finished up with #15084, New
hampshire. This series started in 1897 and ended in 1903. One of the more popular
patterns from this series was the #15057, but was better known as colorado and was
first manufactured in 1898. By 1904 U. S. Glass had produced thirty five patterns

bearing the names of states.
Many collectors of the state patterns would say there were thirty eight (38) pat-

terns, not thirty five (35). They would be correct. There were three patterns made
prior as state patterns before U.S. Glass started their program. These states were
Dakota, Idaho, and Montana: all produced by ripley & company of Pittsburgh, Pa.,
before ripley became a member of U.S. Glass in 1891. The first, Dakota was manu-
factured around 1885 followed by Idaho and Montana. an important note on two of
these patterns, Idaho and Montana were that they were blown, not pressed. The Mon-
tana pattern is known to have the fewest items produced in their line. a pitcher and
tumblers were the only items of record.

american Pattern Glass Table Sets coauthored by Gene and cathy Florence is a
great source of information. 

Stately - Early American Pattern Glass
By Mike Horine

Glass from the period between 1850's to about 1910
is called Early American Pattern Glass (EAPG) or sim-
ply "Pattern Glass" but most collectors just call it
EAPG. During this time frame there were hundreds of
glass companies making table ware, in what is estimat-
ed to be as high as 3,000 different patterns. However,
some of the patterns had only a few items, and some
only one, but the rest had several items in each pattern.
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needed to produce a crystal color glass. Glass then be-
came known as "Non-Flint" or "Soda-Lime" glass.
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ed in 1897 and ended in 1903. One of the more popular
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prior as state patterns before U.S. Glass started their pro-

gram. These states were Dakota, Idaho, and Montana:
all produced by Ripley & Company of Pittsburgh, PA.,
before Ripley became a member of U.S. Glass in 1891.
The first, Dakota was manufactured around 1885 fol-
lowed by Idaho and Montana. An important note on two
of these patterns, Idaho and Montana were that they
were blown, not pressed. The Montana pattern is known
to have the fewest items produced in their line. A pitch-
er and tumblers were the only items of record.

We will be at this years glass and pottery show and
will be available to sign our new book American Pat-

tern Glass Table Sets
coauthored with Gene
Florence. 

This year at the 34th
Annual Glass & Pottery
Show & Sale, presented
by the Rocky Mountain
Depression Glass Society,
will be the first year that
Early American Pattern
Glass and Carnival Glass
will be a featured item for
the show. The show will
also feature Depression
Glass, Elegant Glass,
Kitchen ware, Pottery, 40-
50-60’s Glass, Modern
china/glass and other pat-
terns. The Kirkland Mu-
seum will also have an
exhibit at the show along
with 13-14 other Mod-
ern/Art Deco displays
featuring both china and
glass. The event will be
held at the Douglas Coun-
ty Events Center, 500
Fairgrounds Road (Exit

181 – I25) in Castle Rock on Saturday, April 26, 2008
from 10.00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. and Sunday, April 27,
2008 11:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. So come on out and look
for the pattern named after your home state.
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Northglenn

Old Wagon Antique Mall
Come Shop With Us —Up to 100 Dealers To Choose From

10685 Melody Dr. 
Northglenn, Colorado

I-25/104th

Check for Available Space
303-280-8114

https://oldwagon.wixsite.com/antique

Toys, Clocks, Glass, Furniture, Collectibles, Books
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Daily, Saturday 10:30 to 5, 12 to 4 Sundays, Closed Tuesdays

Like us on 
Facebook

STOREWIDE
SALES

George Washington’s Mount Vernon Lecture Series
History Revisted

interested in attending these lectures?
Give George Washington’s Mount Vernon home a call. Their number is 703-780-3600.

They are located at 3200 Mount Vernon Memorial Highway in Mount Vernon, Virginia 22121.
Perhaps your travels will take you there.

If not, you can attend virtually.
You can also go to George Washington Library newsletter 

@mountvernon.org for more information. 
Tickets are available only as a three-lecture package for the 2024 Michelle Smith Lecture Series.

In-Person cost is $175 and Virtual is $55.



By Robert Reed 

The beautiful brooch traditionally had been one of the
most enduring types of jewelry as well as one of the most
varied. 

Women have affixed these large and decorative orna-
mental pins on their clothing for centuries. Some brooches
could be fashioned from cardboard or human hair and be
fairly plain, or they could be adorned with gold and dia-
monds and be nearly priceless. 

By the early 19th century the brooch had become a
true fashion statement of the rich and famous. Initially only
the wealthiest woman could afford the assembly of pre-
cious stones and fine metals required for a proper brooch.
The more lavish and dazzling the better. 

Gradually however the trend of a clever brooch began
to extend to a wider variety of social classes and tastes. 

"The brooch was probably the most popular and
widely produced form of jewelry" in the entire 19th centu-
ry according to Stephen Giles author of Miller's Jewelry
Antiques Checklist. Accordingly, "examples offered a wide
range of styles, materials and levels of quality." 

Certainly the brooch selection of that historic century
was vast. 

The turquoise and diamond brooch was popular early
in the 19th century, but other choices could be of solid gold
with matching earrings, or a mixture of rubies, sapphires,
and emeralds. 

Ultimately there was a world of other fashionable ma-
terials too including cameo, coral, enamel, mosaic, painted
porcelain, and pearls. The image of the brooch would vary
widely as well extending from a mere cluster of jewels to
the specific shape of a bird, flowerpot, Greek cross, butter-
fly, Egyptian beetle, or eagle. Then too there were widely
differing designs of pinwheels, starbursts, loops, bows, and
scrolled frames. 

By the middle of the 19th century the fashion world

was awash with diverging brooches in seemingly endless
styles. 

In 1861 a leading women's magazine offered informa-
tion to readers to "wishing hair made into pins." The mag-
azine assured a large number of orders had already been
recently filled and ladies were delighted with the results.
They added, "hair is at one the most delicate and lasting
of our materials and survives us like love.'" 

At the other end of the brooch 'rainbow' might be a
bejeweled item with a domed center and an assortment of
diamonds, opals and corals. Some middle and latter 19th
century brooches were large enough to include equally at-
tractive pendant attachments in the design. In some cases
the pendants were removable or could even be converted
into smaller brooches themselves. 

At one point the prestigious Johnston and Company
at Union Square in New York City offered brooch selec-
tions such as the circle of swallows, the diamond bow-
knot, the roman wreath, the Dragon and pearl, and the
six-diamond loop. All were advertised in the 1890s as "ef-
fective and tasteful ornaments," and further "all of these
may be worn as pendants." 

Smart shops in the center of New York City seemed
to do a thriving business in the sale of striking brooches
near the end of the 19th century. Prices, at the time, ranged
from $15 to $150 depending mostly on the use of diamonds
instead of pearls. 

Not that the popularity of the brooch needed a boost,
but the age of Art Nouveau did indeed push the jewelry
item to new heights. The flowing lines and floral forms of
the French inspired 'new art' were perfect for the brooch. 

Indeed the Art Nouveau movement, "had a dramatic
effect on the styles and materials used for brooches," com-
ments author Giles. "Metalwork designs were flowing and
vegetal, with graceful intertwined shapes featuring floral
and abstract motifs." 

The discreet shopper might find an enameled drag-
onfly with sapphire body, a diamond-encrusted spider, or
a peacock with a body of rubies and pluses of sapphires
and garnets. A sprig of flowers could 'bloom' with a mix-
ture of gold, pearl, and emerald. A bird of gold and
turquoise could brandish eyes made of diamonds. 

Much of the Art Nouveau influence came from the
work of French glassmaker and jeweler rene Lalique. Now
the lovely brooch was part of a movement toward nontra-
ditional images of not only the dragonfly and spider but
the bat and the serpent as well as clover and wildflowers. 

Louis Tiffany's very own Tiffany and Company
launched a department of "artistic jewelry" just to keep up
with the creative demand. 

Accordingly there were a multitude of brooch makers
from the mighty to the meager. A brooch decorated with
owls and frogs could come from Italy's renowned Ernesto
Pierret, or something equally unusual from France's Giac-
into Melillo. Eventually the list of those making eloquent
brooches became vast and worldwide from Cartier to
Gorham, Marcus and Company, Unger, Vever, and Wiener.
Other memorable maker's marks included Edward Oaks,
reed and Barton, Margaret rogers, Schlumberger, James
Muirhead & Sons, and Watherston & Son of London. 

The J.H. Johnston Company offered what they called
the roman Gold brooch during the 1890s and charged
extra for a diamond center. The Empire Wreath brooch was
also a big item. "The wreath," noted one firm's advertise-
ment during that decade, "appealed to seekers after orna-

mental beauty long before the time of the Emperor. In now
using it to ornament our smaller silver articles, we feel that
its grace and simplicity gives them a lasting charm." 

Art Nouveau in worldly style and in brooch design
was closely followed by the era of Art Deco. While the Art
Deco vogue was largely attributed to the Paris Exposition
of 1925, it had actually been fully developed much earlier
in the 20 century. The Art Deco brooch stressed geometric
figures and symmetrical forms and often made lavish use
of brass, chrome and enamel in dazzling combinations. 

The Paris event itself featured over 400 jewelry firms
worldwide and a vast assembly of beautiful brooches. The
Cartier is said to have dominated the exposition with a dis-
play of more than 150 breath-taking items. 

"The case of the brooch demonstrates the survival of
19th century historicism in the 1920s," notes author Hans
Nadelhoffer in the book, Cartier: Jewelers Extraordinary.
"In addition to Persian, Chinese and Egyptian influences,
the Cartier brooch during the Art Deco period in the form
of fibula (dress clasp), was also to be enriched by 7th cen-
tury Merovingian forms." 

Nadelhoffer pointed out that Cartier's brooch designs
were based in part on the study of designs in museums.
Moreover as early as 1907 it was fashionable to secure a
kimono or kaftan with a fibula brooch clasp. According to
Nadelhoffer such an item had been featured as one of the
wedding presents for the Queen of Spain. 

The brooch in the Art Deco tradition sometimes in-
cluded molded glass with gilt and silver overlay set in
brass. Amber-colored glass was a popular setting along
with the pale-Colored mineral cut of marcasite mounted
on silver or white metal. 

In France both Cartier and Van Cleef & Arpels further
developed in the Art Deco period of the 1920s and 1930s a
double clip design which could be separated on either side
of the neckline, or joined together as a single brooch. 

Today both Art Nouveau and Art Deco designs in a
striking brooch are very
popular with collectors.
Typically those brooches
signed or identified by a
leading maker are con-
siderably more valuable
than unmarked vari-
eties.

Etruscan Revival gold and
intaglio brooch, Hallmark

of Ernesto Pierret, Italy.
(Skinner Inc)
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Calendar Listing Information

Promoters: send us your calendar information. We will publish it free (and in bold-
face type) with your display ad. Otherwise the cost is $35 per issue. calendar entries
are published on a three-month basis (month of show and two months previous). So
send in your info as soon as possible. It’s never too early. Stories and features about
shows are provided free with your display ad.

Dates of Show:____________________________________ _________________________
city, State:_________________________________________________________________
Name of Show or Event:______________________________________________________
hours:___________________________________________
Other Info:_______________________________________
________________________________________________
__________________________________
Phone:___________________________________

___Send information about advertising.

For more information, 
call 720-276-2777.

Shows, Auctions, 

Estate Sales and Event

Calendar listings are

FREE with your 

display ad. Club News

and Museum News 

also welcome.

Mail coupon and check to: Spree Enterprises, Inc., 
P.O. Box 1003, Bailey, cO 80421-1003

Deadline: The 20th of the month before the next issue.

Calendar Listings Subscriptions

Subscribe to the Collector

1 year (12 issues) $18.00
2 years (24 issues) $32.00
3 years (36 issues) $45.00
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State: Zip:

return to: Spree Enterprises, Inc.
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canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.   Outside North america $70.00 per year. 
No refunds.

The Beautiful Brooch: So Many And So Special

Gold and enamel brooch, rose-cut diamond pansy against blue
background. (Skinner Inc.)

Art Deco platinum, sapphire, and diamond brooch. French-cut
sapphires (Skinner Inc.)

Amethyst and diamond brooch, box marked Jays of London.
(Skinner Inc.)
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Bailey, CO 80421
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NSCDA/Colorado, D.A.R., 
FFHC (hcgs), Ohio-USD1812 
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Shaleen Moore, Shaleen
@blackbirdmediainc.com
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Printing Wyoming News

Castle Rock

303-688-1207         807 Wilcox Street
www.castlerockconsignment.com Castle Rock, CO 80104

Pine Emporium
16714 Pine Valley Rd.
Pine, Colorado 80470
303-838-5150

bobaaac@aol.com

Pine

Antiques, Gifts, Art Gallery, Tom Clark

Gnomes, Jewelry, Furniture, Vintage Fabric,

Clothes, Books, Glassware, Collectibles.

OPEN: Friday, Saturday and Sunday

Nebraska

General Line of Antiques

and Primitives

Catch us in or by appointment, call ahead.

16710 Hwy 30 308-874-3045
Chappell NE I-80 Exit 85

Blue Star
Museums
like Hotel

de Paris in
George-

town, 
Colorado,

give special
discounts to

veterans.

American History 
March Anniversaries

March 1
Employee Appreciation Day

March 1
Ratification of the Articles of

Confederation (1781)

March 1
152nd Anniversary of the es-

tablishment of Yellowstone Na-

tional Park as the world’s first

national park (1872)

March 2
Read Across America Day

March 5
Boston Massacre (1770)

March 11
Congress establishes Army

Corp of Engineers (1779)

March 16
Denver St. Patrick’s Day 

Parade, 9:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

March 16
James Madison “Father of the

Constitution” born (1751)

March 17
St. Patrick’s Day

March 20
102th Anniversary of the com-

missioning of the U.S. Navy’s

first aircraft carrier, the USS

Langley (1922)

March 22
Stamp Act passed by Parlia-

ment (1765)

March 29
51st Anniversary of the last

American soldier leaving Viet-

nam (1973)

National Vietnam War Veter-

ans Day
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Unique 
Treasures

Antiques & Collectibles

7341 W. 44th Avenue, 
Wheat Ridge, Colorado

1 Block East of Wadsworth on 44th

OPEN Tuesday-Saturday 10 am - 5 pm

303-993-3868
Over 20 Dealers to Shop From *Rental Space Available

Vintage Decor, Furniture, Toys, Linens, Jewelry and More

CO
LL
EC
TIB

LE
S

CO
LL
EC
TIB

LE
S TREASURES

TREASURES

Wheat Ridge Westminster

720.557.2563
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easter egg hunt Anyone?



Women’s right to Vote Came After Many Attempts and Many Years of Effort. In 2020, the 19th
Amendment Celebrated 100 Years of Existence.

Women's suffrage is the right of women to vote in elections. Beginning in the mid 19th century, be-
sides women working for broad-based economic and political equality and for social reforms, women
sought to change voting laws to allow them to vote.

Here is a Quiz to see if you know the history of this amendment:
WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE QUIZ

1. The first convention for women’s rights was held in 1848. In what city was it held? 
A. Boston, MA 
B. Providence, rI 
C. Seneca Falls, NY 
D. Lancaster, PA

2. In 1873, Susan B. Anthony was arrested and tried, charged with: 
A. Protesting in front of the White House 
B. Voting 
C. Founding an illegal organization 
D. Preventing men from voting

3. In what year was a constitutional amendment, giving women the right to vote in all elections, first
presented to the U.S. Congress? 

A. 1832 B. 1878 C. 1901 D. 1925
4. Which Amendment to the Constitution gave women the right to vote? 

A. 17th B. 18th C. 19th D. 20th
5. Which state was the 36th state to vote in favor of the above amendment, providing the three-fourths
majority necessary for the amendment to become part of the Constitution? 

A. Tennessee    B. Texas      C. Illinois      D. Alabama
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We take great 
pride in being a

“great little town” 
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

 

       

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstrations 
Weekends in January

115 East Main 719-372-6677
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We take great
pride in being a
“great little town”

where you’re 
a stranger only once!

Antique 

Warehouse
Vintage Lighting & Western Accoutrements

124 E. Main Street, 

Florence, CO 81226

719-372-1016

By Anne Gilbert

When the Richard Wright doll collection is auctioned off
at Skinner’s Auction Gallery October 10 in Marlborough,
Massachusetts, some dating to the 18th century many types
will be offered. They range from a large Queen Anne doll in
a mahogany and veneered display case, c. 1720 with an esti-
mate of $50,000/70,000 to a small, papier-mâché, German
doll, c.1840 estimated at $800/1,200.

Of special interest are two "fashion" dolls. Both by Mme
Rohmer, France, c. 1865 and 1870. Also offered is a fashion
doll accessory kit, c. 1870. It has an estimate of $400/600.
Over the last decade they have been rediscovered by collec-
tors. Even recent examples such as the Barbie dolls with their
wardrobes and the Madame Alexander fashion dolls have
become serious collectibles.

From the 15th into the 18th century elegantly dressed
"lady" or "fashion" dolls were popular. They were designed
as adult figures. The first fashion "baby doll" was made
around 1710. Actually they are not a type of doll but a func-
tional use of them. However, any type of doll could be
dressed in the latest adult or children’s fashion and travel to
show off the latest fashions. It was so important to European
nobility that the dolls were passed from court to court even
when the countries were at war.

By the 19th century doll makers used their most expen-
sive models dressed in Paris fashions around the world.
Among them Jumeau, Bru, Roch and others. Heads were of a
variety of materials from bisque to china heads made by the
famous French porcelain firm Sevres.

In the 1930s American made fashion dolls captured
the market with dolls that could perform various func-
tions. Eyes would open and shut: dolls could drink

water and even wet themselves.
CLUES: If an antique fashion doll can be attributed to a

known maker the price goes up. When found these days they
are usually wearing only a string of beads. It was Madame
Alexander who created "grown up" fashion dolls in 1952,
changing the look of American dolls. Her dolls were dressed
in "high fashion" using quality materials. She created "Cissie"
in the 1950s, the first full-figured adult figure fashion doll.

Of course, the most popular fashion doll of all time was
created when Barbie® made her debut as a Mattel Toy in
1959. Also introduced in the 50s(1956) was the Ideal Toy
Corporation’s "Miss Revlon" doll. She was among the first
dolls to have high-heeled feet and the figure of an adult
woman.

Discoveries of early fashion dolls are still being made.
Research the many books on the subject so you know what

they look like and get acquainted with specialized doll auc-
tions such as Theriaults, online and collector auctions held by
Skinner.
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where you’re 
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10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

Antique Detective

Variety of Rare Dolls Still Come to Auction

Sedalia

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstration (weaving and
spinning) and Sale — Nov. 27, 28, 29

115 East Main 719-372-6677

Florence— 
Antique Capital of Colorado

Rena Pryor

Bell Tower 

Cultural Center

Event info, call 719-784-2038

Blue Spruce Gallery

Art and Antiques
“The Best of Both Worlds”

Fine Arts & Crafts, Select Antiques in a Victorian Setting

205 West Main, Florence, CO

719-784-1339 bluespruceart.com

Women’s History Month The History of 
Women’s History Month

Women's Right to Vote QuizEvery year
March is desig-
nated Women’s
History Month
by Presidential
pro c la ma t io n .
The month is set
aside to honor
women’s contri-
butions in Amer-
ican history.

Did you Know?
Women’s History Month started as Women’s His-
tory Week?

Women’s History Month began as a local cele-
bration in Santa rosa, California. The Education
Task Force of the Sonoma County (California)
Commission on the Status of Women planned and
executed a “Woman’s History Week” celebration
in 1978. The organizers selected the week of March
8 to correspond with International Women’s Day.
The movement spread across the country as other
communities initiated their own Women’s History
Week celebrations the following year.

In 1980, a consortium of women’s groups and
historians—led by the National Women’s History
Project (now the National Women’s History Al-
liance)—successfully lobbied for national recogni-
tion. In February 1980, President Jimmy Carter is-
sued the first Presidential Proclamation declaring
the Week of March 8th, 1980 as National Women’s
History Week.

Subsequent Presidents continued to proclaim
a National Women’s History Week in March until
1987 when Congress passed Public Law 100-9, des-
ignating March as “Women’s History Month.” Be-
tween 1988 and 1994, Congress passed additional
resolutions requesting and authorizing the Presi-
dent to proclaim March of each year as Women’s
History Month. Since 1996, each president has is-
sued an annual proclamation designating the
month of March as “Women’s History Month.”

The National Women’s History Alliance selects
and publishes the yearly theme. The theme honors
“the brave women who fought to win suffrage
rights for women, and for the women who con-
tinued to fight for the voting rights of
others.”



We had a correct answer for a this
February’s What Is It. Jean roller of
Boulder,   Colorado suggested that it
is probably a flag standard for a fra-
ternal group called the “Owls.” This
group was formed about 1904 and
only Master Masons could join. Jean
is right that it belongs to a fraternal
organization. This item is a staff car-
ried by the gatekeeper of the farmers’
service group called the Grange. The
owl represents watchful alertness. 

Thanks, Jean, for letting us use your
correct answer again.
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Contest

Send your answers to the What Is It contest, postmarked by March 20, to the
Mountain States Collector, P.O. Box 1003,  Bailey, CO 80421. At least three win-
ners will be drawn. Winners will receive a year’s subscription to the Mountain
States Collector.

February’s

What Is It?
March’s What Is It?

Lafayette

VISIT:

409 So.Public Rd.
Lafayette, CO  

80026

CONTACT:

303-926-4060
nobletreasures@
hotmail.com

HOURS:

Mon.-Sat., 
10am-5pm
Sun. 12 pm-5pm

Answers to Women’s
Right to Vote Quiz
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'Also, I confess these beautiful women at the bottom of the Quiz are my
sister Katie and her three beautiful daughters Caitlin, Megan and Kelly.
I love their smiles, don’t you? — Peggy D.
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The Brass Armadillo is a professionally
operated business that takes antiques and
collectibles seriously. We work to have quality
items at good prices.

The mall is open from 9am to 9pm. every
day, except Christmas. We host seminars,
workshops and training events.
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Colorado
11301 W. I-70 Frontage Rd. 303-403-1677

Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 877-403-1677

Open 7 Days a Week 

9 am - 9 pm


