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Volume 51, Number 12    DECEMBER 2023

Devoted to 

Antiques, 

Collectibles,

Furniture, 

Art, Design

and History. 51st AnniversAry — estAblished in 1972   
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Best Wishes for A Festive and 
Joyous Holiday Season

From the 
Mountain States

Collector
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The Antique Brothers, Timmy & Joseph Crawford, Welcome You

World’s Largest Root Beer Bar serving ice cream floats, coffee — 
New Root Beers Weekly - We are continually expanding our variety!

Dec. 7 Ladies’  Night open at 8 p.m. Shopping, Snacks & Holiday Giveaway
Hanukkah Evening of Thursday, Dec. 7 thru Evening of Dec. 15 

Christmas Dec. 24 Special Hours: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Dec. 31st open 12-6 p.m., New Year’s Day regular hours

V e t e r a n  D i s c o u n t s  E v e r y  D a y

Colorado’s Best 

Antique Destination

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9am-6pm

Fri.-Sat. 9am-7pm Sun.12pm-6pm

Escape Inflation

Your Dollars Go Further

at Old Crows

Only 4.93% Sales Tax

Resales Welcome

www.OldCrowsAntiques.com

Happy Holidays and Merry Christmas — May God Bless You & Yours This Holiday Season

Saturday, Dec. 9
12 p.m. to 3 p.m.

LITTLETON CAR SHOW

“Be There or Be Square”

Bowles & Kipling

Get estimates on your favorite 

treasures. Talk to experts about your 

antiques, art, vintage and collectibles. 

Limit 1 item per person

Saturday, Dec. 2 
12 - 3 p.m. (First Saturday Every Month)

Old Crows’ Antiques Road Show

Saturday, December 16
Live at the Crows: featuring 

The Vindicators performing in the 
Root Beer Bar, 2-5 p.m.

Saturday, December 23

Celebrate the Arts
Numerous Demonstrations with

Local Artists and Craftsmen

Your Holiday 

Gift Cards 

Available

Dec. 25 CLOSED ALL DAY 

O l d  C r o w s  A n t i q u e  M a l l
&  R o o t  B e e r  B a r

10081 West Bowles Avenue Littleton, Colorado 

303-973-8648
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Arvada

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd.,  Suite130, Arvada, CO 80003

2 Miles North of  I-70 on Wadsworth, N.E.  Corner of 64th and Wadsworth

www.homesteadantiquemall.net

720-484-3644 Open 7 Days a Week, 10am - 6pm

Over 70 dealers with a wide variety

of ant iques,  vintage furnishings,

glassware, jewelry, collect ibles,

primitives, shabby chic,  

Western, Native American, 

home decor & more. . .

Best  
of  Arvada

Best  Antique  Mall  
in  Arvada

homestead 
Antique Mall

wishes all of you
a Merry 

Christmas and a
happy new year!



Show Calendar December ‘23 & January ‘24
DEC. 2 & 3 & DEC. 9 & 10: HOTEL de PARIS, Georgetown See Hotel de Paris Mu-
seum™ decked in festive Victorian style decorations December 2-3 and 9-10 during
Historic Georgetown, Incorporated’s annual outdoor European Christmas Market.
Self-guided tours of the museum run continuously from 10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Allow
30 minutes (however, you can take as much time as you like).  Take holiday photos
in front of our themed Christmas trees, which reflect the history of Louis Dupuy’s
Hotel de Paris.  Shop for antiques and collectibles during our museum shop sale.
Enjoy complimentary refreshments (while supplies last) in our charming kitchen.
You’ll like Georgetown, Colorado and Hotel de Paris, “The Showplace of the Rock-
ies.”  Admission $10.  Discounts available.  For more information, go to www.hotelde
parismuseum.org or call 303-569-2311.

DEC. 2: OLD CROWS’ ANTIQUES ROAD SHOW 12-3 p.m. (First Saturday of
Every Month) 10081 West Bowles Avenue, Littleton. Get estimates on your favorite
treasures. Talk to experts about your antiques, art, vintage and collectibles. Limit 1
item per person. Call 303-973-8648 

DEC. 8 - 26: BRASS ARMADILLO events: Dec. 8: Preferred Customer Sale; Dec. 16 - 17:
Antique Army Double Points Weekend!, Christmas Eve Hours: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.; CLOSED
ON CHRISTMAS DAY, Dec. 26th -OPEN!  11301 W. Frontage Rd., Wheat Ridge, Colorado,
For more info, call 303-403-1677 

DEC. 9 & 10: CHRISTMAS AT THE HAMILL HOUSE, 6 to 9 p.m., Historic George-
town, Inc. invites you to an evening of Victorian holiday traditions at the historic
Hamill House, home of Georgetown's silver baron, William Arthur Hamill. Celebrate
the Yule time with your hosts and friends. Your evening admission includes hearty
food, wassail, caroling with the Silver Plume Singers, and the traditional lighting of
the Christmas tree. Cash bar available throughout the evening.

DEC. 9: LITTLETON CAR SHOW 3 to 6 p.m., weather permitting, at Old Crows An-
tique Mall, 10081 West Bowles Avenue, Littleton. Featuring vintage and collectible vehi-
cles. An event that is fun for the whole family. 303-973-8648. 

DEC. 15 - 17: VINTAGE MARKETPLACE ANNIVERSARY WHOLE STORE SALE,
6520 S. College Ave. in Ft. Collins, Colorado, This Boutique Style Market is located along
Fort Collin’s Antique Alley, explore the over 85 vendors who feature vintage finds, furni-
ture, clothing, home decor, gifts and artisan creations. More info, go to www.vintagemar-
ketplacefc.com

DEC. 23: LIVE AT THE CROWS at the Old Crows Antique Mall & Root Beer Bar, live
performance by Warren Floyd, 2-5 p.m., 303-973-8648.

DEC. 30: CELEBRATE THE ARTS at Old Crows Antiques Mall, special prices on
all artwork. Demonstrations by numerous local artists and craftsmen. Call 303-973-
6648 for more information.

THROUGH  JAN. 7: BLOSSOMS OF LIGHT — Denver Botanic Gardens, A stroll
through the Denver Botanic Gardens is a delightful way to celebrate the holiday season.
Enjoy warm drinks and holiday treats amongst the most festive lights, blossoms and path-
ways in Colorado.

JAN. 19 & 20: DENVER POSTCARD & PAPER SHOW, Fri., 11 am-6pm and Sat. 9:30
am-4pm. General Admission $5, Holiday Inn, Lakewood, CO, 7390 W. Hampden Ave.,
Lakewood, Colorado More info www.denverpostcardshow.com
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Calendar

Every December, the sleepy town of Georgetown, Colorado transforms into a sparkling Christmas
wonderland. For two weekends Georgetown hosts their annual Christmas Market, now in its 63rd year.
USA Today recently named it as part of its 10 Best Holiday Markets in the country.

It’s a bustling time of year in Georgetown, host to old-time holiday traditions. Roasted chestnuts,
festive shopping, and horse-drawn wagon rides all in historic Georgetown. 

Shop traveling artisans and food purveyors in an outdoor marketplaces in Strousse Park, 6th & Rose
Streets, and the Rue de Noel, 6th & Taos Streets, which features an Alpine Biergarten.

Seatings on Dec. 2nd and 9th
11 a.m. or 2 p.m.

$45 per person

Reservations required

Mines Green
Center
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13788 Pacific Circle
Mead, Colorado 
303-532-6496

Located right off I-25 at Hwy 66

Open 7 Days a week
Sunday, 10:30 am to 5 pm

Monday - Thursday 10:30 am to 6 pm
Friday & Saturday, 10 am to 6 pm 

Sugar Mill Antiques and Vintage Depot
is Northern Colorado's premier shopping
destination featuring over 80 merchants.
A curated collective unlike anything
you've seen before filled with antiques,
vintage, mantiques, mid-century modern,
shabby chic, home decor, unique gifts
and more!

Save the Earth,
Buy More Vintage

www.sugarmillmead.com 
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram

@Sugarmillmead for our latest 
arrivals and upcoming events.

Merry Christmas
and Happy New
Year from the

Sugar Mill!

Like our 
Facebook 
page 

Do your holiday shopping

at the Sugar Mill. Your friends 

and family will be thrilled.
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Special Sale
VINTAGE MARKETPLACE

ANNIVERSARY 
WHOLE STORE SALE

December 15 to 17
Whole store sale, giveaways and

refreshments. 

Drinks and treats provided.

Check out our new website:
www.

vintagemarketplacefc.com
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Offering Art and Vintage, Mid Century Furniture
and Decor
The original art, giclees and prints are the work of
our in-house, local artists.

Open Fridays 12 to 4
Saturdays 12 to 6 
Sundays 12 to 4

& First Fridays 4 to 8

445 S. Saulsbury St. Units E & F
Lakewood CO 80226

Follow/contact us on social media.

Please 
scan our
QR code
with your
cell phone
to find addi-
tional items.

Follow MEO on 
Instagram: 

@olivasmorris and on
Facebook: @morrisolivas.

/



By Jon DeStefano
Morris Olivas started his business with a

small booth at Colorado Antique Gallery about
seven years ago where he curated with the
owner Chris Rodriguez and assisted him with
his marketing and instagram. He did very well
there selling mostly vintage and vintage mid-
modern furniture and furnishings. 

He originally named the business MEO his
initials, Morris Edward Olivas. He changed the
name to My Essential Objects which he decided
would be a better fit for a store front business.

He realized he had the right product and ser-
vices which would allow him to be successful on
his own. He thought if I go on my own with what
I know works I can attract customers in greater
numbers who were interested in mid-mod section-
als, vintage couches and coffee tables. 

He looked into purchasing a commercial
store front on South Broadway but came to the
conclusion that it would be smarter to rent a
store front in a place with a strong residential
base of higher income residents as well as in a
commercial store front. Then he found the per-
fect space at 445 S. Saulsbury St. Units E and F
in Belmar in the art block. Here they offer origi-
nal art as well as Vintage, Mid Century Furni-
ture and  decor.

Morris focuses on quality objects which he
finds on his treasure hunts from numerous dif-
ferent locations. Everything must be in very
good condition or reconditioned. He says, “I
curate very well and coordinate the staging at
all locations. I have a unique eye. It allows me
to brand the items and stylize them so people
can visually see how they can use it in their
space.”

With his advertising and marketing skills
Morris has, from the beginning in the midst of

Covid, been very successful. He
admits he has a knack for doing
this work which he feels he has
actually been doing  most of his
life. “I’ve spent a lot of time
helping not just customers but
also different friends bring vin-
tage decor into their homes and
at a much better price and qual-
ity than they can get in the big
box stores.”

Morris says you can follow
him on Instagram: @olivas
morris and on Facebook: @mor-
risolivas.

Morris and his partner Danyl
Cook adopted a homeless family
and helped them fix up their
home, raising donations and get-
ting appropriate furniture and
furnishings, making it not only
functional but also very special for
them. The program is sponsored
by Bonfils and The Giving Tree.
Art becomes a part of it. Danyl, a
very accomplished and successful
artist in his own right, creates or
finds the art. 

The art is always a part of it
and has become a part of their
brand.They use it to stylize the
staging and it provides a special
context that relates much more to customers and
helps them visualize the furniture and/or art in
their dwellings in a much more realistic way.
Most of the art is provided by Danyl but they
also use a lot of art from other well known local
artists. You can follow Danyl on Instagram @
danylcookart.

MEO customers are
spread out. Many people
shop for their home or per-
sonal work places. They
have many business cus-
tomers and even hotels.
“People want to make the
places they spend a lot of
their time a Happy Zone and
businesses want that happy
zone for their customers.

Doing staging is not
magic but to do it well takes
something special and not
everyone can do it. People
want an environment that
fits them, that they want to
be in.

Morris is quick to note that
he is not a designer. He has no
formal education in it, but he
has a knack of pulling things
together very quickly and
people trust him. He credits
Chris at The Antique Gallery
and Slavica at Art District An-
tiques for helping him find his
way in the business. “They
have been a great inspiration
for me and believed in me
and my work,” he says.
“When Dan and I first opened
they were there to support us.
A lot of our initial customer
base came from Chris and
Slavica.”

A lot of their customers are a younger crowd
who understand the difference in good quality
and the big box stores. Too old for college but
they are a younger crowd in their 30’s and 40’s.
A lot of their customers are also seniors who live
in or near Belmar. A good mix.

Morris says, Danyl Cook and I have been
business partners for a long time but we’ve been
partners in life a lot longer. We’ve been together
for 23 years.

Dan states, “The furniture and art together
was Morris’ idea. He had a vision that staging
art and furniture together help people figure out
their space. People love it.”

MEO is open on Fridays, noon to 4, Satur-
days from noon to 6, Sundays noon to 4, and
also first Fridays 4 to 8. They bring in new stuff
regularly so it always feels fresh. During Covid
they learned people wanted to come in, to see it
in person and to touch it. They figured out their
purpose then. They want to make people happy,
to provide an authentic service, to make their
experience very personal and to make their
work joyous. 

There is no doubt that they are succeeding.
Because they fulfill their purpose regularly and
are truly an exceptional business which makes
sense because they are each exceptional people.
They use furniture and art together to create a
context for each other. That is their brand. You
can find them through, Facebook, Instagram or
their QR code. You can also find them in Belmar.
Any way you find them, you’ll be glad you did.
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Dealer Feature

Find your essential Objects at MeO
Offering Art and vintage, Mid Century Furniture and decor

Please 

scan this QR

code with

your cell

phone to find

additional

items at MEO.

Danyl Cook and Morris Olivas, owners of My Essential Objects, take
a break while enjoying some of their inventory. 
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Northglenn

Old Wagon Antique Mall
Come Shop With Us —Up to 100 Dealers To Choose From

10685 Melody Dr. 
Northglenn, Colorado

I-25/104th

Check for Available Space
303-280-8114

https://oldwagon.wixsite.com/antique

Toys, Clocks, Glass, Furniture, Collectibles, Books
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Daily, Saturday 10:30 to 5, 12 to 4 Sundays, Closed Tuesdays

Like us on 
Facebook

STOREWIDE
SALES
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ITEM PRICE PAID YEAR 

ISSUED
YEAR 

RETIRED
SERIES ITEM 

NUMBER
BOX 
LOCA

Apple Valley School House 35 1996 2008 New England Village Series 56.56172

Christmas Bazaar Homemade Quilts (set of 2) 25 1996 1999 New England Village Series 56.56594

Christmas Pudding Costermonger (set of 3) 32.50 1997 2001 Dicken’s Village Accessories 56.58408

Dursley Manor 50 1995 1999 Dicken’s Village 56.58329

East Indies Trading Company 65 1997 1998 Dicken’s Village 56.58302

Gingerbread Vendor 22.5 1996 2001 Dicken’s Village 56.58402

Hather Harness 48 1994 1997 Dicken’s Village 56.58238

King’s Road set of 2

       C. H. Watt Physician 36 1990 1996 Dicken’s Village 56.55689

       Tutbury Printer 36 1990 1996 Dicken’s Village 56.55689

Leacock Poulterer 48 1997 1999 Dicken’s Village 56.58303

Over the River and Through the Woods 35 1994 1998 Heritage Village 56.56545

Quilly’s Antiques 46 1996 1999 Dicken’s Village 56.58348

Seton Morris Spice Merchant (set of 10) 65 1998 1998 Dicken’s Village

      Seton Morris Spice Merchant

      Christmas Apples Accessory (set of 3)

       cobblestone road

       4 sisal trees

Dept. 56 Village Inventory

The Christmas Carol Cottage w/smoking chimney 
and Magic Smoke liquid

60 1996 2000 Dicken’s Village 56.58339

The Spirit of Giving (Dickens' Village Start A 
Tradition (Set of 13)

100 1997 1998 Dicken’s Village 56.58322

      Sudbury Church

      Old East Rectory

      11 Accessories (only 9 - not included 1 bag                             
plastic snow, 1 cobblestone road)
       3 figurines - mother, father, daughter

       6 sisal evergreens (1 lg, 1 med, 4 sm)

Village Frosted Bare Branch Tree (*see below) 18 56.52426

Village Jack Pines (set of 3; 9”, 12”, 15”) 18 56.52622

Village Jack Pines (set of 3; 9”, 12”, 15”) 18 56.52622

Village Wrought Iron Park Bench 5 1993 current General Village Accessories 56.52302

Wrenbury Shops (set of 3)

       Wrenbury Baker 35 1995 1999 Dicken’s Village 56.58331

       The Chop Shop 35 1995 1999 Dicken’s Village 56.58331

       T. Puddlewick Spectacle Shop 35 1995 1999 Dicken’s Village 56.58331

Ye Olde Lamplighter Dickens Village Sign 1995 2001 Dicken’s Village 56.58393

TOTAL ORIGINALLY PAID 868.00



By Robert Reed 

Part of the enduring Christmas season has always been the
music. For decades much of it was captured on phonograph
records and colorful long playing albums. Today many of those
well-packaged Yule tunes are sounding very collectible. 

"In the past few years the growth of Christmas music has
been obvious," wrote author Tim Neely in the 1997 edition of
the Goldmine Christmas Record Guide. "Many used record
stores never remove their holiday offerings from sight; many
collectors' catalogs offer Christmas records all year, not just in
November and December." 

By most measures the golden era of Christmas records
and albums lasted from the late 1940s until well into the 1970s.
During that time recordings offered a wide range of Christ-
mas fare. Shoppers could choose from western singer's Gene
Autry's Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer all the way to Yogi
Yorgesson's comic I Just Go Nuts At Christmas. Additionally
scores of memorable singers and entertainers donned Santa
suits for more traditional holiday fare. 

Typically the recordings were short-lived marketed only
during the Christmas season and then discontinued. Many
were based on a single 'breakout' hit which later headlined a
full album. Other albums were simply based on the already
broad appeal of a particular singer whose fans logically fol-
lowed their work into the Yuletide season. 

Christmas records and subsequent albums were a part
of a major change in the record industry during the latter
1940s. First was the boom in demand. By 1945 record sales
had surpassed the 100 million mark, more than double what
they had been just five years earlier. Next was the technology.
At the time most records were in the 78 rpm form which
meant each side could contain only about four minutes of
music. Eventually Columbia Records developed a method of
producing a long playing (33 rpm) record which provided 30

minutes of music on each side. Rather than group three or
four 78s into one cumbersome (and heavy) album, all the
songs could be contained on a single long-playing album. 

Columbia Records first introduced the LP to the music-
minded masses in 1948, but the reaction was mild. Instead of
following the same course, RCA Victor instead responded
with the smaller 45 rpm record. All this led to what author
Eric Kohler describes in the fine book In The Groove, Vintage
Record Graphics, as the "war of speeds." 

By the Christmas of 1949 customers could find seasonal
music in heavy 78 rpm albums and in the lighter long playing
form. Christmas Music with Ethel Smith at the organ, for ex-
ample, was in a three-record 78 album. Decca also used the
same form for Bing Crosby's Merry Christmas album. LP choic-
es included Christmas Music by Morton Gould, and Mario
Lanza's Christmas Songs. 

As the decade of the 1950s developed, the LP became the
overwhelming choice for al-
bums including Christmas
albums, and the 45 became
the dominant form for sin-
gles. After some bad experi-
ences with 78-like paper
sleeves, the record industry
turned to cardboard with
paper covering for albums.
The cardboard not only pro-
tected the records but it was
immediately graphic. 

"Trends not withstand-
ing," according to Kohler, "the
1950s still produced some of
the best cover designs in the
illustrative and typographic
genre." Artists defined that
period "in cover graphics and
carried on the concept of
highly stylized, instantly rec-
ognizable cover art." The LP
album and the graphic cover
became a perfect combina-
tion for the Christmas season. 

Holiday albums early in
that decade included Patti
Page's Christmas, Burl Ives'
Christmas in the Morning,
Liberace's Christmas at Lib-
erace's; and Eddie Fisher's
Christmas With Fisher. There
were also long-expected
album offerings from likes of

Rosemary Clooney, Perry Como and Bing Crosby. Later in the
1950s were the Christmas renditions and holidays albums of
Nat King Cole, Connie Francis, Jimmy Rodgers, the Four Aces,
Mitch Miller, and old blue eyes himself Frank Sinatra. 

In 1957 RCA issued an Elvis Presley Christmas album in
a variety of forms. The Elvis Christmas Album was sometime
printed with a gold title and sometimes with a silver title.
Some albums had a gatefold, and some included a bound
booklet. Some had a prominent sticker, while others did not.
Experts generally agree however that the most collectible of
the Elvis Christmas album varieties was the red vinyl issue of
that year, produced in very limited numbers. The album it-
self, as were many others, was later reissued for still other
Christmas seasons. 

The 1960s were grand times for the big high Christmas
record and the accompanying Christmas album. Bobby Darin
did The 25th Day of December, Nat King Cole did The Christ-
mas Song, and Bobby Helms continued to offer versions of
the immortal Jingle Bell Rock. The Osmonds provided, We
Sing You A Merry Christmas, and Christmas With The Chip-
monks starred a character named Alvin repeating a smash hit
known plainly as The Chipmonk Song. 

As the 60s continued so did the entertainers and their
Christmas music. Roy Rogers and Dale Evans did the Christ-
mas Is Always album, Paul Revere and The Radiers did
Christmas Past and Present, and Brenda Lee not surprisingly
did an album called Merry Christmas From Brenda Lee. Then,
too, there was Jim Nabors, Wayne Newton, Loretta Lynn, and
Ferlin Husky. There was Christmas With the Platters, the Led
Zepplin Show for Christmas Seals, and Stevie Wonder's Some-
day at Christmas. 

In 1970 the Jackson Five did a special Christmas album
based on their rocking rendition of the single, Santa Claus is
Coming to Town. The follow year, another 'family', the Par-
tridge Family offered A Partridge Family Christmas Card
album. Some of the albums included an actual Christmas card
while others had the image of a card printed on them. Even
Flintstones family members got into the Christmas album act
when Pebbles and Bam Bam did a second release of their ex-
tended play recording featuring The Little Drummer Boy. 

In addition to all the general interest Christmas records
and albums, there were those offered to a special market. A
particular album would be only available at a specific service
station chain, or tire store, or television set dealer. Other
Christmas albums were available only by catalog, or with as
mail-in premiums for a purchased product. 

Among collectors today there is a great deal of emphasis
on the condition of Christmas albums of the past. Beyond the
direct pull of nostalgia, such albums are sought mainly for their
graphic appeal. They can make a very profound display for the
holiday season by filling a wall or the comer of a room.

Christmas records & Albums: sweet sounding holiday Collectible

Eron Johnson Antiques
www.eronjohnsonantiques.com

LLii tt tt lleettoonn  AAnntt iiqquueess  &&  SSuucchh  
2677 W. Alamo Ave., Littleton

303-797-0326

Check calendar for
antique discussion

topics & times

Paulallen  Ant ique  Mall
4501 Wadsworth Blvd., Wheat Ridge

303-463-7796

By Robert Reed 

Part of the enduring Christmas season has always
been the music. For decades much of it was captured on
phonograph records and colorful long playing albums.
Today many of those well-packaged Yule tunes are sound-
ing very collectible. 

"In the past few years the growth of Christmas music
has been obvious," wrote author Tim Neely in the 1997
edition of the Goldmine Christmas Record Guide. "Many
used record stores never remove their holiday offerings
from sight; many collectors' catalogs offer Christmas
records all year, not just in November and December." 

By most measures the golden era of Christmas
records and albums lasted from the late 1940s until well
into the 1970s. During that time recordings offered a wide
range of Christmas fare. Shoppers could choose from
western singer's Gene Autry's Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer all the way to Yogi Yorgesson's comic I Just Go
Nuts At Christmas. Additionally scores of memorable
singers and entertainers donned Santa suits for more tra-

ditional holiday fare. 
Typically the recordings were short-lived marketed

only during the Christmas season and then discontinued.
Many were based on a single 'breakout' hit which later
headlined a full album. Other albums were simply based
on the already broad appeal of a particular singer whose
fans logically followed their work into the Yuletide sea-
son. 

Christmas records and subsequent albums were a part

of a major change in the record industry during the latter
1940s. First was the boom in demand. By 1945 record
sales had surpassed the 100 million mark, more than dou-
ble what they had been just five years earlier. Next was
the technology. At the time most records were in the 78
rpm form which meant each side could contain only about
four minutes of music. Eventually Columbia Records de-
veloped a method of producing a long playing (33 rpm)
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Denver Postcard & Paper Show
January 15 & 16

Jefferson County Fairgrounds

Continued on page 14

You haven't fully seen the antique business in Denver until you
have seen the Yankee Trader. For a single owner shop, the Yankee Trad-
er is one of the biggest toy collectible dealers in the country. Owners
Mike and Sherilyn Thompson have done a remarkable job which is im-
mediately evident upon entering their store. It is jaw dropping to see
the vast and wide variety of toys on display over an area of 5,000 square
feet – toys that span eras from the 1870's through contemporary times.

Located in Denver's hot spot, the Highlands, at 4000 Tennyson,
the Yankee Trader is nestled perfectly in this laid back neighborhood
where restaurants, art gallerys, beautiful homes and specialty stores are
blossoming. This location is bringing good business Mike and Sheri-
lyn's way. As Mike mentions, "we take part in the first Friday art walk,
which is a neat scene to be in, a lot of people come into our store, many
first timers who appreciate the aesthetic value of our collectibles as
much as the art."  

Without a doubt there is great artistry in the collectibles of the
Yankee Trader. Here you will find just about any toy you can remem-
ber from the 20th century. Action figures, yo yos, board games, toy
cars, fire-engines, tractors, comic books, army men, Star Wars and Star
Trek collectibles, cookie jars, marbles, Coca Cola memorabilia and the
list goes on and on. There is a heart warming memory at every turn in

January 1, 2, 3 at Wings Over the Rockies
7711 Ea. Academy Blvd. in the Lowry area of Denver
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Promoters: send us your calendar information. We will publish it free (and in bold-
face type) with your display ad. Otherwise the cost is $35 per issue. Calendar entries
are published on a three-month basis (month of show and two months previous). So
send in your info as soon as possible. It’s never too early. Stories and features about
shows are provided free with your display ad.

Dates of Show:____________________________________ _________________________
City, State:_________________________________________________________________
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Shows, Auctions, 
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Box 1003, Bailey, CO  80421-1003

Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.   Outside North America $70.00 per year. 
No refunds.
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Printing Wyoming News

Castle Rock

303-688-1207         807 Wilcox Street
www.castlerockconsignment.com Castle Rock, CO 80104

Pine Emporium
16714 Pine Valley Rd.
Pine, Colorado 80470
303-838-5150

bobaaac@aol.com

Pine

Antiques, Gifts, Art Gallery, Tom Clark

Gnomes, Jewelry, Furniture, Vintage Fabric,

Clothes, Books, Glassware, Collectibles.

OPEN: Friday, Saturday and Sunday

Nebraska

General Line of Antiques

and Primitives

Catch us in or by appointment, call ahead.

16710 Hwy 30 308-874-3045
Chappell NE I-80 Exit 85

Blue Star
Museums
like Hotel

de Paris in
George-

town, 
Colorado,

give special
discounts to

veterans.

December 2
200th Anniversary of James
Monroe introducing the Mon-
roe Doctrine in his State of the
Union address (1823)

December 7
Pearl Harbor Remembrance
Day

December 15
National Bill of Rights Day
(1791)

December 16
250th Anniversary of the
Boston Tea Pary (1773)

December 18
First National Day of Thanks-
giving (1777)

December 22
Continental Congress creates a
Continental Navy (1775)

December 23
George Washington resigns as
Commander in Chief (1783)

December 24
UK signs Treaty of Ghent, end-
ing War of 1812 (1814)

December 25
George Washington crosses
the Delaware (1776)

American History 
December Anniversaries
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Christmas Toys

By Robert Reed

From coal dump trucks to cap pistols the toys of
Hubley Manufacturing Company were an historic
part of the 20th century. 

Their colorful catalogs assured, "Hubley toys are
made to sell." And sell they did. The Lancaster, Penn-
sylvania enterprise was at one point among the
largest makers of cast iron toys in the world. 

At Hubley the emphasis was on brightly colored
and detailed toys with what they called "play" fea-
tures. Moreover their rugged and durable line was
remarkably varied. Their 1933 catalog, for example,
despite the Great Depression offered hundreds of
choices from the Avery tractor to the Lindy airplane. 

Bank teller John Hubley launched the company
late in the 19th century after first making toys for his
own children. Early pieces included everything from
toy versions of various horse-drawn carriages to the
clock movement Elevated Railway. 

While some Hubley toys of that era were mo-
tionless, lots of others were steam powered or elec-
tric power. Some were amazingly "motorized" with
simple key wind springs. 

Hubley himself died in the early 1900s but the
company continued to produce a vast assortment of
toy treasures which came to include circus wagons,
still banks, trains, Ferris wheels, and miniature
stoves for dollhouses. 

By the 1920s one of Hubley's most appealing toy
offerings was the horse-drawn wagons of the Roy
Circus. Writing in The Story of American Toys au-
thor Richard O'Brien notes of the Roy Circus, "They
were beautifully done, with much decorative detail,
and included such esoterica as bandwagons, cal-
liopes, monkey trapeze, mirror van, and more." 

A crowning achievement by Hubley followed
the crowning achievement by Charles Lindbergh in
1927. Lindbergh shocked the world with his solo air-

plane flight from New York to Paris. Hubley had a
cast iron version of Lindbergh's Spirit of St. Louis the
following year. The copyrighted and clearly marked
Lindy was a big hit for Hubley. Later they included
the Lindy Lockheed-Sirius and the Lindy Glider in
their winged lineup. 

The Hubley company continued to roll during
the 1930s with a grand array of toys. Mainstays con-
tinued to be automobiles, trucks and motorcycles.
Many of them were "motorized" with key-wind
springs and thus propelled the toy vehicles for some
distance. Among the wind-up sections were two
sizes of dump trucks, racers, road rollers, and a van. 

Hubley was also a pioneer in the relatively wide-
spread incorporation of name brands into solid toys.
In many cases the company obtained exclusive
rights to reproduce the brands thus giving them an
added emphasis in the marketplace. Brands appear-
ing on Hubley toys during that era include Borden's
Milk, Bell Telephone, Old Dutch Cleanser, Maytag
washer, G.B. refrigerator, Huber Road Roller, Inger-
soll-Rand Compressor, Harley-Davidson motorcy-
cle, Eagle ranges, and U.S. Mail. 

The nimble firm also ventured into the comic
strip world of Popeye, too. The Popeye Spinach Pa-
trol featured the sailor on a cast iron motorcycle. Ad-
ditionally there was a full range of so-called midget
line Hubley vehicles. From boat to zeppelin they
were similar to the full-sized models but about four
to five inches in length. 

"One way of staying in business during the De-
pression was to make everything you could think of
that might sell and then hold your breath," observes
O'Brien. 

Automated banks produced by Hubley in that
decade included the trick elephant bank, the trick
dog, and the trick monkey. Still banks featured ap-
pliances, bears, lions, dogs, Indians, elephants, and
even a copyrighted Fido dog bank. 

As 1940 rolled around the Hubley firm had
emerged from its humble beginnings to become a
world leader in toy manufacturing. Success not with-
standing, the company gradually began shifting
from cast iron to die-cast zinc. Heavy metals, more
expensive to ship, were also increasingly in short
supply. Some toys, like the Texan cap pistol, bore
both cast iron and zinc parts. Ultimately all zinc ma-
terials were used. 

Like most other American toy makers, Hubley
switch to military devices during World War II. Full
toy production resumed in 1946. 

Early in the 1950s Hubley underwent still anoth-
er material transition—this time from zinc metal to
mostly plastic. Again, some toys were made with
parts of both materials. 

Their dandy Frontier Rifle had a metal barrel
and magazine but a plastic stock. In 1952 it retailed
for $3.98. The early 1950s version of the Hubley hook
and ladder truck had a metal chassis but a plastic cab
and trailer. The 'modem' Bell telephone truck was
nearly all metal with aluminum trim, but the Motor
Express Truck was nearly all plastic except for metal
springs and axis. 

A big seller for Hubley starting in the 1950s and
continuing well into the next decade was their air-
craft with folding. Basically crafted of die-cast metal
with sliding plastic canopy and retractable landing
gear, they packaged in brightly colored boxes. Each
was clearly marked, "A Hubley Metal Toy." 

The storied Hubley company was acquired by
Gabriel Industries in 1965. A mixture of die-cast and
plastic toys were produced. However the new em-
phasis was on hobby kits. Boxed and Hubley brand-
ed kits included the Model A Roadster and the
Model A Station Wagon. 

Late in the 1970s Gabriel Industries including
the Hubley brand became a division of CBS. How-
ever the glory days of Hubley's magnificent toys
would remain in the past. 

Historic Toys of Hubley 

By Ann Brandt

Bakelite offers collectors a wide variety of opportu-
nities. Since its invention in 1907, this sturdy plastic has
been used in the production of kitchen appliances, serv-
ing pieces, dinnerware and flatware, buttons, jewelry, ra-
dios, telephones, and other items. 

What has been called the material of a thousand uses,
Bakelite (pronounced Bay Ka Lite) reached its height of
popularity and versatility in Europe and the United States
from the 1920s to the early 1940s. Bakelite is heat-resis-
tant, shatterproof and impervious to damage from dryness
or humidity. Because of these qualities Bakelite was used
during World War II for bomb casings and other weapon-
ry as well as a substitute for steel in some war machinery. 

After the war, British automobile manufacturer
Joseph Lucas incorporated Bakelite in automobile produc-
tion. The British Morris 8 had an all-Bakelite dashboard
with simulated wood effect. American car manufacturers

developed a more imaginative offering of color effects and
surface textures. Bakelite is still used in many automotive
components. 

The name Bakelite is a registered trademark of the
Union Carbide Corporation.  The production method for
manufacturing this unique plastic was devised by Belgian
chemist Leo Beakeland in 1909. By the 1930s Bakelite
was appearing in many products previously manufactured
with the less durable and highly flammable celluloid. 

The key ingredient in Bakelite is phenol-formalde-
hyde resin, sometimes referred to as Phenolic. When
Baekeland developed the liquid resin that would come to
be known as Bakelite, he was trying to create a new type
of shellac. He fashioned a device that enabled him to vary
heat and pressure of the chemical mixture he was work-
ing with. Using his "Bakelizer" he found that this new sub-
stance could take the shape of whatever container it was
hardened in. Once set, the material would not melt or
change shape. This quality gave it an advantage over any
previous plastic. 

Today, Bakelite products are found mainly in the U.S.
and in England, present in both vintage and contemporary
items. In America, Bakelite achieved its height of popu-
larity in the 1920s through the 1940s. We see vintage
Bakelite items in many items; radio cases, jewelry, and
buttons are three examples. 

By Robert Reed

From coal dump trucks to cap pistols the toys of Hubley
Manufacturing Company were an historic part of the 20th cen-
tury. 

Their colorful catalogs assured, "Hubley toys are made to
sell." And sell they did. The Lancaster, Pennsylvania enterprise
was at one point among the largest makers of cast iron toys in
the world. 

At Hubley the emphasis was on brightly colored and detailed
toys with what they called "play" features. Moreover their rugged
and durable line was remarkably varied. Their 1933 catalog, for
example, despite the Great Depression offered hundreds of choic-
es from the Avery tractor to the Lindy airplane. 

Bank teller John Hubley launched the company late in the
19th century after first making toys for his own children. Early
pieces included everything from toy versions of various horse-
drawn carriages to the clock movement Elevated Railway. 

While some Hubley toys of that era were motionless, lots of
others were steam powered or electric power. Some were amaz-
ingly "motorized" with simple key wind springs. 

Hubley himself died in the early 1900s but the company con-
tinued to produce a vast assortment of toy treasures which came

to include circus wagons, still banks, trains, Ferris wheels, and
miniature stoves for dollhouses. 

By the 1920s one of Hubley's most appealing toy offerings
was the horse-drawn wagons of the Roy Circus. Writing in The
Story of American Toys author Richard O'Brien notes of the Roy
Circus, "They were beautifully done, with much decorative de-
tail, and included such esoterica as bandwagons, calliopes, mon-
key trapeze, mirror van, and more." 

A crowning achievement by Hubley followed the crowning
achievement by Charles Lindbergh in 1927. Lindbergh shocked
the world with his solo airplane flight from New York to Paris.
Hubley had a cast iron version of Lindbergh's Spirit of St. Louis
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Eron Johnson Antiques
www.eronjohnsonantiques.com
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Avery toy tractor by Hubley. Cast iron, ca. 1930s, five inches.Avery toy tractor by Hubley. Cast iron, ca. 1930s, five inches

By Anne Gilbert

Travel posters have been produced since the late 19th
century, but not seriously collected till the last half of the
1980s. Hard to believe when you see some of the prices at
shows and auctions. The colorful graphics of vintage trav-
el poster images capturing sunny beaches, cruise ships and
their exotic ports of call can sell in the high thousands. Yet
there are bargains to be had selling in the low hundreds.
Long time collector/dealer Tony Fusco credits Swann
Gallery(NY) with bringing new collector interest in the
field by introducing new poster categories. He has also
spotted two new travel poster collecting trends. "Today it’s
a global market that has collectors buying in new cate-
gories. For example collectors are buying posters from
India. Posters that sold for $400/500 a year ago are now
bringing over $2,000. " He also notes that this is due to the
growing affluence in India.

Chicago based Posters Plus dealer Dave Gartler notes
that "Posters during the British rule from the 1920s to 40s

are spicing up the India poster market. "
Then there are the posters from China. "
I remember back in the seventies when a
Chinese shop here in Chicago was sell-
ing Mao propaganda posters for a dollar.
I think of it as a lost opportunity."

The golden age of posters began in
France in 1884 when the first poster
exhibition was held in Paris. The age of
recognition for poster artists had begun.
Jules Cheret received a silver medal at
the 1878 International Exposition for
creating a new art industry through the
application of art to commercial and
industrial printing and their gold medal
in 1889. He was considered "The father
of the modern illustrated poster."

French train posters, showing the
train as the main attraction, and its
streamlined design are eagerly sought by collectors and

are for the most part mod-
estly priced. One exception
are those done in the Art
Deco style by Cassandre
that sell in the high thou-
sands.

As advertising posters
developed so did the cate-
gories. Among them the
travel poster. And, the
growing number of poster
artists spread from Paris
throughout the world. An
important posterist from
nearby Belgium, Privat
Livemont(1861-1936" is
considered the Belgian
Alphonse Mucha. His trav-
el posters can sell for over
$8,000. Another important
Belgium posterist is Leo
Marfurt(1894-1977). He
designed posters for
resorts, the English LNER(
London and North Eastern
Railway).

Collectors are willing to pay
thousands of dollars for posters by
A. M. Cassandre(1901-1968) in his
unique Art Deco Style. Most famous
are his ocean liner posters, such as
Le Normandie or for the French rail-
ways vintage Italian travel posters
have grown in popularity. One of the
best known, done in the Art Nou-
veau style is Leopoldo Metlicovitz
(1868-1944). Considered a rarity is
his travel poster of the Italian Rivo-
era resort of Spezia(1907).

In England the poster wasn’t
considered quite respectable as an
art form till Artist Aubrey Beards-
ley(1872-1898) designed a striking
theatre poster. Travel posters of Eng-
lish resorts and the underground and

London transport done in the 1930s can still be purchased
for several hundred dollars. A top British Rail artist is Tom
Purvis(1888-1959), known for his Art Deco designs. His
British rail poster "East Coast by LNER has been repro-
duced.

"Some of the most colorful travel posters have been
done in Poland," Fusco says. "For a while they were very
popular. The early examples are rare, probably destroyed
in World War 11. The problem for collectors is the lan-
guage barrier. They are all in Polish."

It wasn’t until the 1890s that the poster took off in
America. Edward Penfield, illustrator/artist (1866-1925)
was hired by Harpers in 1893 to design a new poster in
America. By the end of 1895 Scribner’s, the Century and
other publications were hiring artists to do poster designs.
Many now famous artists include Maxfield Parrish, Will
Bradley and others.The posters reflected the Art Nouveau
and Arts and Crafts styles. A little known artist, Evelyn
Rumsey Cary(1855-1924) designed "Pan American Expo-
sition/ Buffalo in 1900 from one of her paintings. It could
sell for $6,000 or more.

Fusco points out that American ski posters and ski
resorts are getting collector attention. However he recalls
when the early 50s, 60s United Airlines Posters had a lot
of activity. "There were just too many of them. When a
poster first shows up that hasn’t been seen everybody

www.mountainstatescollector.com Mountain States Collector—DECEMBER 2007 9

Continued from page 1
the following year. The copyrighted and clearly marked
Lindy was a big hit for Hubley. Later they included the
Lindy Lockheed-Sirius and the Lindy Glider in their
winged lineup. 

The Hubley company continued to roll during the
1930s with a grand array of toys. Mainstays continued to.
be automobiles, trucks and motorcycles. Many of them
were "motorized" with key-wind springs and thus pro-
pelled the toy vehicles for some distance. Among the
wind-up sections were two sizes of dump trucks, racers,
road rollers, and a van. 

Hubley was also a pioneer in the relatively wide-
spread incorporation of name brands into solid toys. In
many cases the company obtained exclusive rights to
reproduce the brands thus giving them an added emphasis
in the marketplace. Brands appearing on Hubley toys dur-
ing that era include Borden's Milk, Bell Telephone, Old
Dutch Cleanser, Maytag washer, G.B. refrigerator, Huber
Road Roller, Ingersoll-Rand Compressor, Harley-David-
son motorcycle, Eagle ranges, and U.S. Mail. 

The nimble firm also ventured into the comic strip
world of Popeye too. The Popeye Spinach Patrol featured
the sailor on a cast iron motorcycle. Additionally there was
a full range of so-called midget line Hubley vehicles.
From boat to zeppelin they were similar to the full-sized
models but about four to five inches in length. 

"One way of staying in business during the Depres-
sion was to make everything you could think of that might
sell and then hold your breath," observes O'Brien. 

Automated banks produced by Hubley in that decade
included the trick elephant bank, the trick dog, and the
trick monkey. Still banks featured appliances, bears, lions,
dogs, Indians, elephants, and even a copyrighted Fido dog
bank. 

As 1940 rolled around the Hubley firm had emerged

from its humble beginnings to become a world leader in
toy manufacturing. Success not withstanding, the compa-
ny gradually began shifting from cast iron to die-cast zinc.
Heavy metals, more expensive to shift, were also increas-
ingly in short supply. Some toys, like the Texan cap pistol,
bore both cast iron and zinc parts. Ultimately all zinc
materials were used. 

Like most other American toy makers, Hubley switch
to military devices during World War II. Full toy produc-
tion resumed in 1946. 

Early in the 1950s Hubley underwent still another
material transition-this time from zinc metal to mostly
plastic. Again, some toys were made with parts of both
materials. 

Their dandy Frontier Rifle had a metal barrel and
magazine but a plastic stock. In 1952 it retailed for $3.98.
The early 1950s version ofthe Hubley hook and ladder
truck had a metal chassis but a plastic cab and trailer. The

'modem' Bell telephone truck was nearly all metal with
aluminum trim, but the Motor Express Truck was nearly
all plastic except for metal springs and axe is. 

A big seller for Hubley starting in the 1950s and con-
tinuing well into the next decade was their aircraft with
folding. Basically crafted of die-cast metal with sliding
plastic canopy and retractable landing gear, they packaged
in brightly colored boxes. Each was clearly marked, "A
Hubley Metal Toy." 

The storied Hubley company was acquired by Gabriel
Industries in 1965. A mixture of die-cast and plastic toys
were produced. However the new emphasis was on hobby
kits. Boxed and Hubley branded kits included the Model A
Roadster and the Model A Station Wagon. 

Late in the 1970s Gabriel Industries including the
Hubley brand became a division of CBS. However the
glory days of Hubley's magnificent toys would remain in
the past. 

Toys / Travel Posters

The History of Hubley Toys

Sedalia

Truk-Mixer from the 1930s. Cast iron toy made by Hubley
Co.

Lindy Lockheed-Sirius toy airplane. Made by Hubley, ca.
1930s, 10.5 inches long.

Collectors Experience Faraway Places Via Travel Posters

Continued on page 13

Truk-Mixer from the 1930s. Cast iron toy made by Hub-
ley Co.

Lindy Lockheed-Sirius toy airplane. Made by Hubley, ca.
1930s, 10.5 inches long.



By Robert Reed

In terms of geography it is
only a small island near Venice,
Italy. But in terms of artistry Mu-
rano glass is one of the marvels of
the civilized world. 

Clearly Murano glass of old
represented the highest achieve-
ment in the glass blowing craft.
For centuries its fragile and deli-
cate beauty was unequaled and
unrivaled. Later its spiraling col-
ors truly astonished its beholders and continued its reign
as a world class art glass. 

As early as the 1940s antiques historian Harold Bond
was referring to Murano glass as "the most wonderful
achievement of the glass-blowers art, with a design of per-
fect poise and balance." 

The island of Murano became one of the earliest glass
making centers of the world in part because neighboring
Venetian artists felt the threat of spreading fires from glass-
making furnaces would be better confined on an island.
Then, too, those in power also thought the island was a
good place for confining workers, and thus preserving the
secrets of the process. 

In the year 1268 glass makers of Venice had formed
what would today be defined more or less as a corpora-
tion, and moved the entire operation to the nearby island
of Murano. 

Rigid laws were enacted by the early craftsmen to pre-
vent trained workers from accepting any tempting offers
made by foreign countries. Up until that time Venetian
crystal glass enjoyed a monopoly all over the world, and
the secrets of manufacture were closely guarded. 

Some accounts suggest glass workers faced the penal-
ty of death if they left the island. Other accounts suggest
"they were virtually imprisoned" while trade with other
European countries and the Far East prospered. 

Apparently the glass workers were not as troubled
with the conditions as one might expect. Writing in the
book, Old European And American Glass, author Hudson
Moore notes that by 1540 they sought more time at labor
not less. Reportedly the workers grew unhappy with the
reduced hours caused by observances of church and state,
and sought longer work weeks. 

For a long time production at Murano excelled in the
manufacturer of various flat and shallow bowls which
were sometimes mounted on stems and decorated with
powdered gold. They also made distinguished slender and
long-necked bottles of remarkable beauty. However their
most treasured product was the soda-alkali incorporated
cristallo glass which was the envy of all those who saw it.

As it was slow in cooling, it
allowed craftsman the time
to shape it into classic forms. 

Bowls, jugs, and bot-
tles grew more and more
elaborate and were not only
formed into heavier and
more massive shapes, but
were artfully colored as
well. 

"By the end of the 15th
century Murano glass work-
ers could produce blue,

green, purple and opaque white glass," according to Dis-
covering Antiques author Sylvia Coppen-Gardner. The au-
thor attributes the latter white glass as probably being
used in the first recorded experiment in the making of Eu-
ropean porcelain. 

Toward the end of the 17th century however two
things were working against the fortunes of Murano glass.
For one thing, despite restrictions, enough "guarded" glass
workers had slipped away either by escaping or under the
guise of commercial visits to allow for competition in other
countries. Surprisingly, for example, glass workers had
been permitted to make 'good will' trips over the years to
France and England where their labors and their wares
were warmly welcomed. Secondly world markets were de-
veloping a fascination for Bohemian style glass and any-
thing in the Bohemian style was forbidden on the island
of Murano. 

Thus, by the middle of the 18th century the once
mighty Murano glass-making empire was on a clear de-
cline. Their light and brilliantly clear glass cups and
beakers were still highly prized. However a great majority
of their other wares had difficulty finding their once proud
status in the world markets. 

All was not lost on the island of Murano historically
speaking. 

During the middle of the 19th century, glass artist An-
tonio Salviati lead a revival of sorts by establishing his own
glasshouse on Murano. Salviati stressed the old-school of
earlier Venetian glass forms, and soon offered an abun-
dance of glassware in the tradition of the earlier classics. 

Among other things Salviati in the 1860s opened a
showroom in London, England and did a thriving busi-
ness in old-style glass. The experts disagree as to whether
Salviati's efforts truly duplicated the grand Murano glass
of the past or merely imitated it. 

The 19th century movement was "sufficiently good
enough" to be mistaken for early wares according to Geof-
frey Willis in A Concise Encyclopedia of Antiques. How-
ever Willis concludes that was not Salviati's intention.
Other sources suggest the enameled bowls, serpent

stemmed bowls, and over all latticino were at least very
similar to the pieces of centuries earlier because the glass
recipes for such glass, while intricate, had changed little
in actual practice over the years. 

Bond went even further proclaiming that the Murano
glass industry was not only fully revived but "even into
the early 20th century it was again the foremost artistic
craft in the world." 

What some would refer to as a third resurgence began
in the 1920s when glass artist Paulo Venini began crafting
drinking glasses and latticinio patterns in the classic tradi-
tion of earlier Murano glass. After his own studio pros-
pered Venini added Carlo Scarpa to his staff in the early
1930s. Soon afterwards the two did remarkably well by
combining pre-existing techniques with more modern ap-
plications of color. 

In the years that immediately followed colors grew
even more breathtakingly bright in mosaic and other
forms. During the 1940s Venini employed the genius of
Fulvio Bianconi to expand the majestic forms already of-
fered. One stunning result was the so-called handkerchief
vases which were described "as handkerchiefs softly para-
chuting down." The technique involved processing a
square of pattern glass which was heated and then draped
over a post. As it was allowed to cool in the shape or a
bowl or vase the rich colors took on the appearance of a
silk handkerchief. 

Together Venini and Bianconi nearly invented new
colors for their new handkerchief vases. Typically they
crafted in latticino and adding intricate ornamentation
with metal expanding the traditional style of original Mu-
rano glass. Other vases were created from the using to-
gether blocks of colors
much like a patchwork
quilt. 

"Other patterns
were woven together
out of strips of colored
glass," notes John San-
don in the volume, An-
tique Glass. "Tall bottles
known as Morandi,
were made from con-
centric bands of prima-
ry colors and these were
seen as sculptural art
objects and not merely
liquor decanters." 

Today there are still
over 100 small glass-
making firms and indi-
vidual glass artisans still
active on Murano. 
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By Anne Gilbert

When the Richard Wright doll collection is auctioned off
at Skinner’s Auction Gallery October 10 in Marlborough,
Massachusetts, some dating to the 18th century many types
will be offered. They range from a large Queen Anne doll in
a mahogany and veneered display case, c. 1720 with an esti-
mate of $50,000/70,000 to a small, papier-mâché, German
doll, c.1840 estimated at $800/1,200.

Of special interest are two "fashion" dolls. Both by Mme
Rohmer, France, c. 1865 and 1870. Also offered is a fashion
doll accessory kit, c. 1870. It has an estimate of $400/600.
Over the last decade they have been rediscovered by collec-
tors. Even recent examples such as the Barbie dolls with their
wardrobes and the Madame Alexander fashion dolls have
become serious collectibles.

From the 15th into the 18th century elegantly dressed
"lady" or "fashion" dolls were popular. They were designed
as adult figures. The first fashion "baby doll" was made
around 1710. Actually they are not a type of doll but a func-
tional use of them. However, any type of doll could be
dressed in the latest adult or children’s fashion and travel to
show off the latest fashions. It was so important to European
nobility that the dolls were passed from court to court even
when the countries were at war.

By the 19th century doll makers used their most expen-
sive models dressed in Paris fashions around the world.
Among them Jumeau, Bru, Roch and others. Heads were of a
variety of materials from bisque to china heads made by the
famous French porcelain firm Sevres.

In the 1930s American made fashion dolls captured
the market with dolls that could perform various func-
tions. Eyes would open and shut: dolls could drink

water and even wet themselves.
CLUES: If an antique fashion doll can be attributed to a

known maker the price goes up. When found these days they
are usually wearing only a string of beads. It was Madame
Alexander who created "grown up" fashion dolls in 1952,
changing the look of American dolls. Her dolls were dressed
in "high fashion" using quality materials. She created "Cissie"
in the 1950s, the first full-figured adult figure fashion doll.

Of course, the most popular fashion doll of all time was
created when Barbie® made her debut as a Mattel Toy in
1959. Also introduced in the 50s(1956) was the Ideal Toy
Corporation’s "Miss Revlon" doll. She was among the first
dolls to have high-heeled feet and the figure of an adult
woman.

Discoveries of early fashion dolls are still being made.
Research the many books on the subject so you know what

they look like and get acquainted with specialized doll auc-
tions such as Theriaults, online and collector auctions held by
Skinner.
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We’re sorry to report that we had no correct guesses for our November What Is It.
This beautiful item is a samovar.  What is a samovar? Webster’s defines it as a metal

urn used by Russians for heating water for tea. The samovar often was decorative in de-
sign and included a dispenser for the hot water. Depression-era glass companies took
the idea and incorporated it in making liquor dispensers.

The biggest unanswered question concerning glass samovars is who made them?
Speculation is the name of the game when it comes to samovars. The Paden City Glass
Company and Cambridge Glass Company both produced identical samovars and the
only way to tell them apart was by the etching placed on them. Paden City etched theirs
with Cupid and Cambridge used several different etches. Some collectors believe com-
panies actually shared the same mold. This would help explain why different compa-
ny’s samovars look the same. We may never know the companies that made many of
them. Cupid samovars are rare and very expensive.

Samovars were produced in many different shapes. Examples have been made
in a variety of forms such as: barrels, kegs, oval space ships, octagons, windmills,
airplanes, etc. 

One of the most well known samovars is the Cambridge keg set. We know that this
set was made by Cambridge because it is shown in a Cambridge catalog. The set in-
cludes the keg, stopper, log stand and black tray. All Cambridge keg sets will have a
black log stand and tray no matter what color the keg is. The keg was produced in sev-
eral colors: green, pink, amber, crystal, blue, topaz and mulberry. Topaz and mulberry
are the rarest colors in this pattern. The black glass stopper for the keg is difficult to find. 

Cambridge also produced a two other styles: a short squatty one and a taller
slim samovar. They made these in several colors: pink, green, blue, topaz, ivory and
perhaps other colors. The company also had a tendency to frost or sanitizes their
samovars. Cambridge samovars are sometimes etched with Martha (grape pattern)
or one of their numbered etches #710 or #695.
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Contest

Send your answers to the What Is It contest, postmarked by December 20, to the

Mountain States Collector, P.O. Box 1003,  Bailey, CO 80421. At least three winners will be

drawn. Winners will receive a year’s subscription to the Mountain States Collector.

November’s What Is It? December’s What Is It?

Lafayette

VISIT:

409 So.Public Rd.
Lafayette, CO  

80026

CONTACT:

303-926-4060
nobletreasures@
hotmail.com

HOURS:

Mon.-Sat., 
10am-5pm
Sun. 12 pm-5pm

Georgetown

See Hotel de Paris Museum™
decked in festive Victorian style
decorations December 2-3 and 9-
10 during Historic Georgetown,
Incorporated’s annual outdoor
European Christmas Market.  Self-
guided tours of the museum run
continuously from 10 a.m. – 3:30
p.m.  Allow 30 minutes (however,
you can take as much time as you
like).  Take holiday photos in front
of our themed Christmas trees,
which reflect the history of Louis
Dupuy’s Hotel de Paris.  Shop for
antiques and collectibles during
our museum shop sale.  Enjoy
complimentary refreshments
(while supplies last) in our charm-
ing kitchen.  You’ll like George-
town, Colorado and Hotel de
Paris, “The Showplace of the
Rockies.”  Admission $10.  Dis-
counts available.  For more infor-
mation, go to www.hoteldeparis-
museum.org or call 303-569-2311.

By Mike Horine

Glass what? Just what is a samovar you might ask?
Webster’s defines it as a metal urn used by Russians for
heating water for tea. The samovar often was decorative in
design and included a dispenser for the hot water. Depres-
sion-era glass companies took the idea and incorporated it
in making liquor dispensers.

The biggest unanswered question concerning glass
samovars is who made them? Speculation is the name of
the game when it comes to samovars. The Paden City
Glass Company and Cambridge Glass Company both pro-
duced identical samovars and the only way to tell them
apart was by the etch placed on them. Paden City etched
theirs with Cupid and Cambridge used several different
etches. Some collectors believe companies actually shared
the same mold. This would help explain why different
company’s samovars look the same. I doubt we will ever

know the companies that made many of them. Cupid
samovars are rare and very expensive.

Samovars were produced in many different shapes. I
have seen examples made in a variety of forms such as:
barrels, kegs, oval space ships, octagons, windmills, air-
planes, etc. 

One of the most well known samovars is the Cam-
bridge keg set. We know that this set was made by Cam-
bridge because it is shown in a Cambridge catalog. The set
includes the keg, stopper, log stand and black tray. All
Cambridge keg sets will have a black log stand and tray no
matter what color the keg is. The keg was produced in sev-
eral colors: green, pink, amber, crystal, blue, topaz and
mulberry. Topaz and mulberry are the rarest colors in this
pattern. The black glass stopper for the keg is difficult to
find. 

Cambridge also produced a two other styles: a short
squatty one and a taller slim samovar. They made these in
several colors: pink, green, blue, topaz, ivory and perhaps
other colors. The company also had a tendency to frost or
sanitizes their samovars. Cambridge samovars are some-
times etched with Martha (grape pattern) or one of their
numbered etches #710 or #695.

The most famous or desirable samovar for collectors
would be the Cambridge airplane. The National Cam-
bridge Collectors website has photos of two airplanes on
their main page. They were made in at least three colors:
blue, pink and topaz. All three colors have the satin finish
applied to them. The airplane has wheels, propeller, wing
and spigot. The propeller screws off to allow liquids to be
poured into it. The wing has 6 holders for small glasses.
The body of the samovar was painted with a flower motif.

There is one other airplane design from an unknown com-
pany which has a different body style. This samovar dates
back to the 1920’s.

There are several common traits that all samovars
share. The finish on silver plated samovars wears off
after years of polishing. The spigot is another problem
and most are somewhat loose because the rubber washer
dries out. Most samovars should have handles on them. I
have seen sellers trying to get big bucks for samovars
with missing handles and metal bottoms! It is possible to
restore these, but I would not have them re-silvered. A
friend of mine suggested having the metal parts chromed
instead. The only problem I see in restoring samovars is
figuring out how to take them apart with out breaking the
glass! They should also be accompanied by drinking ves-
sels of some type. The glasses are usually small and there
may be holders on the samovar for them to sit in. The
glasses are sometimes found with their own metal hold-
ers and are free standing. I have seen numerous samovars
that were painted with a flower or grape design. The paint
does not wear well and most of the examples I have seen
were missing a good portion of the paint. If you own a
painted samovar be very careful when you wash it. I
would be very gentile and not rub the paint; softly dab-
bing it would be the best solution.

Prices for samovars run from around $150 up to thou-
sands depending on the condition and rarity of the item.
The airplane and cupid samovar of course are at the top

end of the price scale. 
To gain an appreciation

for the beauty, variety and
quality of American glass
manufacturing, consider
attending one of the shows
that promotes these items.
The next glass and pottery
show featuring Samovars
and other items mentioned
in this article will be spon-
sored by the Rocky Moun-
tain Depression Glass Soci-
ety (RMDGS) which will
be holding their 35th glass
and pottery show on April
25th (10-5) and 26th (11-4),
2009 . The show will be
held at the Douglas County
Event Center. 500 Fair-
grounds Road (Exit 181 –
I25) in Castle Rock. Please
visit the RMDGS website
to learn more about their
club and show: (www.
RMDGS.com). The show
will have a main exhibit
featuring an "Anniversary
Theme" to it. There will
also be 14-15 other displays
on exhibit. The show has
hourly door prizes for
adults and a special $25
door prize just for children
every 2 hours during the
show. 

Please visit the Pikes
Peak Depression Glass
Club (PPDGC) website
to learn more about their
club and their Sept. 2009
fall show. (www.PPDGC
.com).
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Depression Glass

Castle Rock

Sedalia

Glass Samovars

the best holiday
gifts can be found in
antique stores and 
at antique shows!
help santa out!
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The Brass Armadillo is a professionally
operated business that takes antiques and
collectibles seriously. We work to have quality
items at good prices.

The mall is open from 9am to 9pm. every
day, except Christmas. We host seminars,
workshops and training events.
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Colorado
11301 W. I-70 Frontage Rd. 303-403-1677

Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 877-403-1677

Open 7 Days a Week 

9 am - 9 pm

Happy Holidays!


