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The story of Chief Standing
Bear, which has reached new lev-
els of prominence in Nebraska of
late, now will be spread further
through the U.S. mail. A “Forev-
er” commemorative stamp bear-
ing the likeness of the Ponca
leader is to be issued and became
available for use nationwide May
12. The U.S. Postal Service says it
is printing 18 million of the
postage stamps.

Ponca Chief Standing Bear is
featured on a U.S. postal stamp
(Pictured below). (Courtesy of
the U.S. Postal Service)

A dedication ceremony
was held in Lincoln, Nebraska
that day with Anton Hajjar, vice
chair of the U.S. Postal Service
Board of Governors; Candace
Schmidt, chairwoman of the
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska; and
Judi gaiashkibos, executive di-
rector of the Nebraska Com-
mission on Indian Affairs.

The Chief Standing Bear
stamp features a portrait by illus-
trator Thomas Blackshear II, who
created the image based on a
black-and-white photograph
taken in 1877. At that time, Stand-

Chief Standing Bear to be on 
Postage Forever Stamps

This undated photo (above) shows a bronze
statue of Ponca Tribal Chief Standing Bear
at the U.S. Capitol in Washington. A toma-
hawk once owned by Chief Standing Bear, a
pioneering Native American civil rights
leader, will be returning to his Nebraska tribe
after decades in a museum at Harvard. The
university's Peabody Museum of Archaeol-
ogy & Ethnology says it's been working with
members of the Ponca Tribe in Nebraska and
Oklahoma to repatriate the artifact. (Joseph
Morton/Omaha World-Herald via AP)

Continued on page 5

Happy Father’s
Day to all the

Dads out there!

Flag Day, June 14
Don’t forget to 

display your red,
white and blue!
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Old Crows Antique Mall
& Root Beer Bar

10081 West Bowles Avenue Littleton, Colorado 303-973-8648

The Antique Brothers, Timmy & Joseph Crawford, Welcome You

New Dealers Welcome! Very Limited Space Available!

World’s Largest Root Beer Bar serving ice cream floats, coffee — 

New Root Beers Weekly - We are continually expanding our variety!

Happy Father’s  Day, June 18— Free Root Beer Float for Dad
4th of  July Sale June 30 - July 4

V e t e r a n  D i s c o u n t s  E v e r y  D a y

Colorado’s Best 

Antique Destination

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9am-6pm

Fri.-Sat. 9am-7pm Sun.12pm-6pm

Escape Inflation

Your Dollars Go Further

at Old Crows

Only 4.93% Sales Tax

Resales Welcome

www.OldCrowsAntiques.com

Summertime Antique and Vintage Yard and Garden Furniture and Decor

Saturday, June 10th
3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

LITTLETON CAR SHOW

Bowles & Kipling

Saturday, June 3, 12 - 3 p.m.
(First Saturday Every Month)

Get estimates on your favorite 

treasures. Talk to experts about your 

antiques, art, vintage and collectibles. 

Limit 1 item per person

Old Crows’ Antiques Road Show

Saturday, June 17
Live at the Crows: Gregg Green
performing in the Root Beer Bar,

2-5 p.m.
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Arvada

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd.,  Suite130, Arvada, CO 80003

2 Miles North of  I-70 on Wadsworth, N.E.  Corner of 64th and Wadsworth

www.homesteadantiquemall.net

720-484-3644 Open 7 Days a Week, 10am - 6pm

Over 70 dealers with a wide variety

of ant iques,  vintage furnishings,

glassware, jewelry, collect ibles,

primitives, shabby chic,  

Western, Native American, 

home decor & more. . .

Best  
of  Arvada

Best  Antique  Mall  
in  Arvada



ing Bear was in Washington, D.C., as part of a delegation of Ponca chiefs appealing to
government officials for the right to return to their homeland.

The colors of Standing Bear’s clothing were based mainly on contemporary de-
scriptions. Art director Derry Noyes designed the stamp.In a media advisory, the U.S.
Postal Service said it “holds reverence for Chief Standing Bear by honoring him with
a forever stamp.”

The statement notes how in 1879, Standing Bear won a landmark court ruling
that determined a Native American was a person under the law, with an inherent
right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

Two years earlier, in 1877, the U.S. Army had forcibly relocated some 700 Ponca
to Indian Territory in Oklahoma after the federal government had given away the
tribe’s homeland in the Niobrara River Valley in northeastern Nebraska.

Standing Bear sued the government for his freedom after being arrested, along
with other Ponca, for attempting to return to his homeland to fulfill a promise to his
son, Bear Shield, who had died in the aftermath of having to walk some 600 miles to
that arid Indian Territory.

It was during the ensuing trial that Standing Bear spoke the long-remembered
words: “The blood that will flow from mine will be of the same color as yours. I am
a man. The same God made us both.”

The forever stamp follows local developments to honor the Ponca chief’s legacy,
including last summer’s dedication of the Chief Standing Bear Justice Administra-
tion Building. State lawmakers allocated funding for a Standing Bear documentary.
A new Lincoln high school bears his name.

In 2019, state lawmakers placed a statue of the chief in the U.S. Capitol, as one of
two representatives of Nebraska. In the two years prior, similar statues were placed
in Niobrara, the headquarters of the Ponca Tribe of Nebraska, and near the State
Capitol.

Forever stamps can be used to mail a one-ounce letter no matter how prices
change in the future and no matter when they are purchased or used. Subjects typi-
cally come as a recommendation to the U.S. Postmaster General from a citizens stamp
advisory committee.

The committee says it welcomes and reviews suggestions for stamp subjects that
celebrate the American experience. Subjects may be considered if the subject had a
significant impact on American history, culture or environment.

Show Calendar June - September ‘23
JUNE 3: OLD CROWS’ AN-
TIQUES ROAD SHOW, 12-3 p.m.
(First Saturday of Every Month)
10081 West Bowles Avenue, Little-
ton. Get estimates on your favorite
treasures. Talk to experts about your
antiques, art, vintage and col-
lectibles. Limit 1 item per person.
Call 303-973-8648 

JUNE 10: LITTLETON CAR
SHOW 3 to 6 p.m., weather permit-
ting, at Old Crows Antique Mall,
10081 West Bowles Avenue, Little-
ton. Featuring vintage and col-
lectible vehicles. An event that is fun
for the whole family. 303-973-8648. 

JUNE 10: FIVE POINTS JAZZ
FESTIVAL brought to you by Den-
ver Arts & Venues, which uses rev-
enue from events at City venues like
Red Rocks Amphitheatre and Den-
ver Performing Arts Complex to
make this cultural event and many
others possible, and to improve ac-
cess to art, music and culture for all.
This free event has taken place an-

nually since 2004 in the historic Five
Points neighborhood. From its
humble first year which featured
only three bands, the festival has
grown into a day-long event with
100,000 visitors along Welton Street
enjoying a culturally diverse expe-
rience of music, food, shopping and
entertainment. Once known as the
Harlem of the West, Five Points was
home to several jazz clubs which
played host to many of jazz music’s
legends, such as Miles Davis, Thelo-
nious Monk and many more!

JUNE 17-18: FATHER’S DAY
WEEKEND SALE The Brass Ar-
madillo is celebrating Dad!! 15% Off
Sale. Open Daily: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m..
More info, go to www.brassar-
madillo.com.

JUNE 17: LIVE AT THE CROWS
at the Old Crows Antique Mall &
Root Beer Bar, live performance by
Gregg Green, 2-5 p.m., 303-973-8648
for more info.

JUNE 17: VINTAGE MARKET-
PLACE OUTDOOR MARKET,
Earn VM Market Cash, Store-
wide Sales. More info. vintage-
marketplace efc.com

JULY 14 & 15: DENVER POST-
CARD & PAPER SHOW, Fri-
day 11-6, Saturday 9:30 to 4.  at
the Holiday Inn Lakewood, 7390
W. Hampden Ave., Lakewood,
Colorado, $5 admission - good
for both days. More info, www.
denverpostcardshow.com or
camobley @ephemeranet.com.

AUG. 25 & 26: ON THE ROAD
IN LA JUNTA, 2023 SAVING
PLACES CONFERENCE, Col-
orado Preservation, Inc.

SEPT. 8 & 9: ROCKY MOUN-
TAIN BOOK & PAPER FAIR,
Friday 2 p.m. - 7 p.m., Saturday
10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Douglas Coun-
ty Fairground, 500 Fairgrounds
Rd., Castle Rock, Colorado.
More info: www.RMBPF.org

www.mountainstatescollector.com Mountain States Collector—June 2023 5

Calendar

Continued from page 1

Chief Standing Bear Honored on Postage Stamps
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13788 Pacific Circle
Mead, Colorado 
303-532-6496

Located right off I-25 at Hwy 66

Open 7 Days a week
Sunday - Thursday 10:30 am to 5 pm

Friday & Saturday 10 am to 6 pm 

Sugar Mill Antiques and Vintage Depot
is Northern Colorado's premier shopping
destination featuring over 80 merchants.
A curated collective unlike anything
you've seen before filled with antiques,
vintage, mantiques, mid-century modern,
shabby chic, home decor, unique gifts
and more!

Save the Earth,
Buy More Vintage

www.sugarmillmead.com 
Follow us on Facebook & Intagram

@Sugarmillmead for our latest 
arrivals and upcoming events.

Happy Father’s Day
June 18

Find special gifts 
throughout the store 

for all the Dads. 

Food Truck Continues.

Thai Cuisine 
food truck 

every Friday 
and Saturday
from 11 am 

to 5 pm 
(weather 

permitting)
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Who ‘Invented’ 
Father’s Day?

Like Mother’s Day, the modern American
version of Father’s Day has a history that goes
well beyond greeting cards. The first known
Father’s Day service occurred in Fairmont,
West Virginia, on July 5, 1908, after hundreds
of men died in the worst mining accident in
U.S. history. The Sunday service happened be-
cause of the efforts of Grace Golden Clayton,
the daughter of a dedicated reverend.

While missing her own dad, who had died
in 1896, Mrs. Clayton wanted to honor the
many fathers who had died in the mining ex-
plosion, which killed more than 360 men and
boys, and left about 1,000 children fatherless.
Although the Fairmont service was the first
known to honor fathers, it did not turn into an
annual event, nor was the idea promoted (a
large July 4 celebration in Fairmont and a trag-
ic young death from typhoid fever took over
the news at the time).

Mrs. Sonora Smart Dodd. The mother of

Father’s Day was raised by a single dad.
Father’s Day Gained Momentum because
of her. Several other people across the na-
tion had similar ideas throughout the years,
but Mrs. Sonora Smart Dodd is credited for
being the one to popularize it, starting
events that led to Father’s Day becoming a
U.S. national holiday.

Her story began as she sat listening to a
Mother’s Day sermon in 1909. Mrs. Dodd
thought that it might be nice to honor fathers
as well. Her father, William Smart, had raised
his SIX children alone on his farm in Washing-
ton after his wife died giving birth.

Mrs. Dodd proposed to the Spokane Min-
isterial Association and the YMCA that they
celebrate a “father’s day.” She chose the 5th of
June because it was her father’s birthday.

The idea received strong support, but
the good ministers of Spokane asked that
the day be changed to give them extra time
to prepare sermons on the unexplored sub-

ject of fathers. The first Father’s Day in
Spokane, Washington, was observed on
June 19, 1910 (the third Sunday in June),
and became an annual event there. Soon,
other towns had their own celebrations.

From Local Celebration to
National Holiday

In spite of widespread support, Father’s
Day did not become a permanent national hol-
iday for many years. The first bill was intro-
duced in Congress in 1913, but in spite of en-
couragement from President Woodrow Wil-
son, it did not pass. In 1966, Lyndon Johnson
issued a proclamation designating the third
Sunday in June to honor fathers.

Finally, in 1972, President Richard Nixon
signed a law declaring that Father’s Day be
celebrated annually on the third Sunday in
June. It has been an official, permanent nation-
al holiday ever since.

Father’s Day Celebration

We love Our Dads

Calendar Listing Information

Promoters: send us your calendar information. We will publish it free (and in bold-
face type) with your display ad. Otherwise the cost is $35 per issue. Calendar entries
are published on a three-month basis (month of show and two months previous). So
send in your info as soon as possible. It’s never too early. Stories and features about
shows are provided free with your display ad.

Dates of Show:____________________________________ _________________________
City, State:_________________________________________________________________
name of Show or event:______________________________________________________
Hours:___________________________________________
Other Info:_______________________________________
________________________________________________
__________________________________
Phone:___________________________________

___Send information about advertising.

For more information, 
call 720-276-2777.

Shows, Auctions, 

Estate Sales and Event

Calendar listings are

FREE with your 

display ad. Club News

and Museum News 

also welcome.

Mail coupon and check to: Spree Enterprises, Inc., 
P.O. Box 1003, Bailey, CO 80421-1003

Deadline: The 20th of the month before the next issue.

Calendar Listings Subscriptions

Subscribe to the Collector

1 year (12 issues) $18.00
2 years (24 issues) $32.00
3 years (36 issues) $45.00

name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Return to: Spree enterprises, Inc.
Box 1003, Bailey, CO  80421-1003

Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.   Outside north America $70.00 per year. 
No refunds.

Mrs. Sonora Smart Dodd
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Special events 
2023

Outdoor Markets

June 17th
July 15th

August 26th

September 16th

October 21st

Future 

Ladies’ Nights — 

Sept. 15th 

and Nov. 10th

4:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Storewide sale 10-50% off, scavenger

hunt for prizes, $5.00 Vintage Market

Cash given to everyone who comes

starting at 4.

Drinks and treats provided.

Voted NOCO Styles Best Antique Shop 

for 2021 and 2022.

We hope to see you at our

2023 Saturday 

Outdoor Markets! 

Earn VM Market Cash

& Storewide Sales every

Market Day!
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3000

377 South Lipan St., Unit B • Denver • Colorado • 80223

300.777.8700 • eronjohnsonantiques.com

Denver

Denver Letters to the Editor

Canaries
I loved your article about your mother and

the canary as well as the photo.  What a huge fam-
ily!   How fortunate you are.

The canary reminded me that my first
husband and I had an  orange canary.  He was
orange because of the food that we were told to
give him.  His name was Tweeter McGee and he went with us to live in the
fire lookout (at Outdoor Lab).  I carried him up and back down in a little card-
board box.  He serenaded us every morning when the sun came up in the east.
Remember we had no curtains.  He brought us much joy.

Smiling.    Happy Mother's Day.
Sondra Kellogg

I am reading the Mountain States Collector and just read the article about
your Mother that you wrote. What a beautiful way to remember her. That is
quite a family you all have created. Your mom would be so happy! Loved the
photo!! Thanks for sharing your story!!

Vicki Sweeney

I loved your article so much, I cut it out and put it up on our wall at Old
Crows. Thanks for reminding us just how great our mothers were.

Marilyn Reed

Happy Father’s Day!
June 18th is Father's big once-a-year special day this year.  
Enjoy this verse from an Edgar Guest’s poem:

Father and Son
Be more than his dad
Be a chum to the lad;
Be part of his life,
Every hour of the day;
Find time to talk with him,
take time to walk with him,

Share in his studies
and share in his play;
Take him to places,
to ball games and races,
Teach him the things that
you want him to know;
Don't live apart from him

Don't keep your
heart from him,
Be his best friend,
He's needing you
so.
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Bird Lovers Awakened

Readers Share Their Love of Birds
Editor’s Note

On a recent trip to Wichita, Kansas, resident
Pam Loyle (my co-grandmother to some pretty ter-
rific kids) made a point of telling me how much she
enjoyed my tribute to my mother in the article titled
The Canary Is Singing.

We started talking about local birds that we both
love and for Pam the red-headed Downy woodpecker
and the Cardinal stood out. I told her how much I
missed seeing the Cardinal, especially, since they
don’t seem to be in Colorado. She said she had
Cardinals galore in her garden and when she got
home she took these pictures for me. I will always trea-
sure them. Thank you, Pam, for sending them. You are
so thoughtful.

The Cardinal, Angel bird
Here is a little background about the Cardinal

we thought you would enjoy:
The male Northern Cardinal is perhaps

responsible for getting more people to open up a
field guide than any other bird. They’re a perfect
combination of familiarity, conspicuousness and
style: a shade of red you can’t take your eyes off.
Even the brown females sport a sharp crest and
warm red accents. At about 9 inches, with a 12 inch
wingspan, these popular birds are flashy members
of the finch family.

Cardinals don’t migrate and they don’t molt
into a dull plumage, so they’re still breathtak-
ing in winter’s snowy backyards. In summer,
their sweet whistles are one of the first sounds
of the morning.

Only a few female North American songbirds
sing, but the female Northern Cardinal does, and
often while sitting on the nest. This may give the
male information about when to bring food to the
nest. A mated pair shares song phrases, but the
female may sing a longer and slightly more com-
plex song than the male.

The male Cardinal fiercely defends its breed-
ing territory from other males. When a male sees
its reflection in glass surfaces, it frequently will
spend hours fighting the imaginary intruder.

Nearly any bird feeder you put out ought to
attract Northern Cardinals (as long as you live
within their range), but they particularly seem to
use sunflower seeds. Leave undergrowth in your
backyard or around the edges, and you many have
Cardinals nesting on your property. 

Cardinal birds are symbolic birds. They sym-
bolize positivity amidst the troubles we experience
in our life. There is a quote about this belief that
goes, “Cardinals appear when Angels are near.”
Because of this, many have been associated with
Cardinal sightings in their property to their de-
parted loved ones.

Cardinal symbolism has been around for
ages. When red Cardinals appear it is thought
to be a symbol of good luck, and they often
show up when someone is about to receive
some good news. If you see a cardinal, take it as
a sign that something wonderful is about to
happen in your life.

A perennial favorite among people, the North-
ern Cardinal is the state bird of seven states.

Northglenn

Old Wagon Antique Mall
Come Shop With Us —Up to 100 Dealers To Choose From

10685 Melody Dr. 
Northglenn, Colorado

I-25/104th

Check for Available Space
303-280-8114

https://oldwagon.wixsite.com/antique

Toys, Clocks, Glass, Furniture, Collectibles, Books
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Daily, Saturday 10:30 to 5, 12 to 4 Sundays, Closed Tuesdays

Like us on 
Facebook

STOREWIDE
SALES



www.mountainstatescollector.com Mountain States Collector—June 2023 11

Mt. Evans Ranch Auction 
Saturday, June 24, 11 a.m.

1395 West Alameda, Denver
The Best of the Best   Furniture, Maps, Urns, Antiquity

For more photos visit: BruhnsAuction.com

303-564-9196

Oak Grandfather Clock Fiske Aquarium Iron Garden Urn 1875 Colorado Map Horner Oak Bookcase

1927 New Haven & Hartford Railroad Calendar

Steinway Concert Grand Piano

Pair of Oak-carved Thorne Chairs

Coca Cola Carousel Horse

Horner Oak Sideboard

Oak Pool Table & 
Oak 20 Drawer Cabinet 36 Drawer Oak File CabinetOak Curio French Armillary Fabulous Oak Dining Table

Pair of Iron Urns
Steinway Piano — 

Mountain Lion

Stickley Sofa



June 10

John Adams proposes Continental Army (1775)

June 11

75th Anniversary of the first monkey astronaut, Albert

I, being launched into space from White Sands, New

Mexico (1948)

June 12

Women Veterans Appreciation Day

June 14

Congress establishes U.S. Army (1775)

June 14

50th Anniversary of Skylab, the United States’ first

space station, being launched (1973)

June 14

Flag Day

June 17

Battle of Bunker

Hill begins

(1775)

June 18

Father’s Day

June 19

Juneteenth

June 20

Congress adopts

The Great Seal

of U.S. (1782)
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The Mountain States Collector, a tabloid

newspaper dedicated to promoting the enjoyment

of antiquing and collecting in the Rocky Mountain

region, is distributed the first weekend of every

month through shops, auctions, flea markets and

antique shows, and is mailed to subscribers. 

(Opinions of the writers contained herein are

not necessarily the opinions of the publishers.)

Advertising information: call or text Jon DeStefano at 720-276-2777

or for any other information, call Peg DeStefano at 303-910-2604 or email us at spreepub@mac.com 

Publisher Spree Enterprises, Inc.

P.O. Box 1003
Bailey, CO 80421
spreepub@mac.com

Executive Director Jon DeStefano

Managing Editor Margaret (Peg) DeStefano, 
NSCDA/Colorado, D.A.R., 
FFHC (hcgs), Ohio-USD1812 

Webmaster Sam DeStefano 
sam@mbrealestatepros.com
Shaleen Moore, Shaleen
@blackbirdmediainc.com

Production Spree Enterprises, Inc.

Peg DeStefano
Jon Patrick DeStefano
Sam DeStefano

Printing Wyoming News

Castle Rock

303-688-1207         807 Wilcox Street
www.castlerockconsignment.com Castle Rock, CO 80104

Pine Emporium
16714 Pine Valley Rd.
Pine, Colorado 80470

303-838-5150
bobaaac@aol.com

Pine

Antiques, Gifts, Art Gallery, Tom Clark

Gnomes, Jewelry, Furniture, Vintage Fabric,

Clothes, Books, Glassware, Collectibles.

OPEN: Friday, Saturday and Sunday

American History 
June Anniversaries

Nebraska

Antique 

Photos

Garden 

Art

General Line of Antiques

and Primitives

Catch us in or by appointment, call ahead.

16710 Hwy 30 308-874-3045
Chappell NE I-80 Exit 85

Georgetown



Connie and Gilbert Rivera of Connie’s
Antiques in Westminster never stop working.
Their effort to constantly bring in new items for
collectors is impressive. You will be amazed at
how many memories their items evoke. 

Surrounded by family, neighbors and
friends, the couple is always enthusiastic
about their finds. They want to share them
with you. And you can purchase your fa-
vorite antiques and collectibles at reasonable
prices here.

Their address is 6080 W. 92nd Ave. in West-
minster. You can call them, too, at 720-557-2563.
Why not stop by and check out their store. It’s
fun and you will always come back for more.

www.mountainstatescollector.com Mountain States Collector—June 2023 13

Unique 
Treasures

Antiques & Collectibles

7341 W. 44th Avenue, 
Wheat Ridge, Colorado

1 Block East of Wadsworth on 44th

OPEN Tuesday-Saturday 10 am - 5 pm

303-993-3868
Over 20 Dealers to Shop From *Rental Space Available

Vintage Decor, Furniture, Toys, Linens, Jewelry and More

CO
LL
EC
TIB

LE
S

CO
LL
EC
TIB

LE
S TREASURES

TREASURES

Wheat Ridge Westminster

720.557.2563

Connie’s Antiques in Westminster Full of Charm
Dealer Feature
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We take great 
pride in being a

“great little town” 
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

 

       

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstrations 
Weekends in January

115 East Main 719-372-6677
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We take great
pride in being a

“great little town”
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

Antique 

Warehouse
Vintage Lighting & Western Accoutrements

124 E. Main Street, 

Florence, CO 81226

719-372-1016

By Anne Gilbert

When the Richard Wright doll collection is auctioned off
at Skinner’s Auction Gallery October 10 in Marlborough,
Massachusetts, some dating to the 18th century many types
will be offered. They range from a large Queen Anne doll in
a mahogany and veneered display case, c. 1720 with an esti-
mate of $50,000/70,000 to a small, papier-mâché, German
doll, c.1840 estimated at $800/1,200.

Of special interest are two "fashion" dolls. Both by Mme
Rohmer, France, c. 1865 and 1870. Also offered is a fashion
doll accessory kit, c. 1870. It has an estimate of $400/600.
Over the last decade they have been rediscovered by collec-
tors. Even recent examples such as the Barbie dolls with their
wardrobes and the Madame Alexander fashion dolls have
become serious collectibles.

From the 15th into the 18th century elegantly dressed
"lady" or "fashion" dolls were popular. They were designed
as adult figures. The first fashion "baby doll" was made
around 1710. Actually they are not a type of doll but a func-
tional use of them. However, any type of doll could be
dressed in the latest adult or children’s fashion and travel to
show off the latest fashions. It was so important to European
nobility that the dolls were passed from court to court even
when the countries were at war.

By the 19th century doll makers used their most expen-
sive models dressed in Paris fashions around the world.
Among them Jumeau, Bru, Roch and others. Heads were of a
variety of materials from bisque to china heads made by the
famous French porcelain firm Sevres.

In the 1930s American made fashion dolls captured
the market with dolls that could perform various func-
tions. Eyes would open and shut: dolls could drink

water and even wet themselves.
CLUES: If an antique fashion doll can be attributed to a

known maker the price goes up. When found these days they
are usually wearing only a string of beads. It was Madame
Alexander who created "grown up" fashion dolls in 1952,
changing the look of American dolls. Her dolls were dressed
in "high fashion" using quality materials. She created "Cissie"
in the 1950s, the first full-figured adult figure fashion doll.

Of course, the most popular fashion doll of all time was
created when Barbie® made her debut as a Mattel Toy in
1959. Also introduced in the 50s(1956) was the Ideal Toy
Corporation’s "Miss Revlon" doll. She was among the first
dolls to have high-heeled feet and the figure of an adult
woman.

Discoveries of early fashion dolls are still being made.
Research the many books on the subject so you know what

they look like and get acquainted with specialized doll auc-
tions such as Theriaults, online and collector auctions held by
Skinner.
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10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

Antique Detective

Variety of Rare Dolls Still Come to Auction

Sedalia

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstration (weaving and
spinning) and Sale — Nov. 27, 28, 29

115 East Main 719-372-6677

Florence— 
Antique Capital of Colorado

Rena Pryor

Bell Tower 

Cultural Center

Event info, call 719-784-2038

Blue Spruce Gallery

Art and Antiques
“The Best of Both Worlds”

Fine Arts & Crafts, Select Antiques in a Victorian Setting

205 West Main, Florence, CO

719-784-1339 bluespruceart.com

June 7: ART SHOW - FIESTA, Wed., thru Sun., Bell Tower
Cultural Center, 201 E. 2nd St.
June 8: FLORENCE FARMERS MARKET, Thu., 8 a.m. - 1
p.m., Florence Pioneer Park, E. 3rd St. and N. Pikes Peak Ave.
June 10: RIALTO ROSE ACOUSTIC SERIES—Gitan Swing,
Sat, 2-4, Rialto Theater, 209 W. Main St.

June 10: 41ST ANNUAL CANON CAR
CLUB CAR SHOW, Sat., 8 a.m., The Abbey,
2951 US 50, Canon Ciry, CO
June 25: LOCAL ARTIST SHOWCASE, Sun.,
2-5 p.m., Rialto Theater, 209 W. Main St.
2023 WALKING TOURS of Historic Florence, Colorado
The Florence Pioneer Museum and Research Center offers
guided tours through the historic downtown of Florence.
Limit: 8 people per tour, RSVP Marty Lamm, 719-784-1904,
$10 per person.

What’s Happening 
in and around Florence?

Collectibles

By Robert Reed

I scream. You scream.

We all scream for ice cream.

—popular 20th century phrase.

George Washington may well have been the na-
tion's first celebrity consumer of ice cream back in the
18th century.

The “Father of Our Country” was known to have
purchased a "cream machine for ice" as early as 1784.
An inventory of his estate in the early 1800s noted two
"Pewter Ice Cream Pots" in the upstairs kitchen of Wash-
ington's Mt. Vernon home.

Colonial newspapers on occasion advertised com-
mercially made ice cream at shops in cities like Boston
and New York. Most early ice cream was made at home,
however, using pewter ware similar to that owned by
Washington.

The much more convenient hand-cranked ice cream
freezer was patented in May of 1848, and by the end of
the Civil War such "improved ice cream freezers" were
found in many American homes.

As the extensive development and manufacture of
ice boxes progressed in the middle Victorian era, thus
did the demand for the handy ice cream freezer.

Victorians could now readily avail themselves of
the stored ice needed to freeze the contents of milk,
sugar, eggs and fresh cream. It took lots of cranking, but
was well worth it when the dessert was served.

By the 1880s and 1890s the ice
cream freezer was a significant item
in leading department stores and in
catalogs. In 1884 one catalog featured
selections from the American Ma-
chine Company.

American Machine produced
both single- and double-action crank
freezers, but they also offered models
which claimed to take less effort.

"The growing demand for small
size Freezers with Fly Wheels had
prompted us to add them to our
Wonder line on all sizes," they noted. "The labor of freez-
ing the cream is so greatly lessened by the addition of
the Fly Wheel that anyone who uses one once will never
again be satisfied with a crank Freezer."

The Triple Motion White Mountain Freezer offered
still another innovation, "when the cream is all evenly
frozen and mixed, the dasher can be removed, and the
can may be revolved without it, until the cream is suffi-
ciently solid."

Right along with the freezers, late 19th century cus-
tomers could purchase ice cream dishing spoons too.
Square end spoons, pointed end spoons, and round
bowl spoons were sold. They ranged in length from 12
to 18 inches.

Still another popular feature of making delightful
ice cream at home was the amazing array of molds. The
ice cream could be pushed and shaped into all matter
of images from cupid and Mother Goose to a rocking

horse or George Washington himself.
By the late 19th century even a bat-
tleship mold was available to for
preparing ice cream in a big way—it
held two quarts.

Certainly some of the mostly
pewter molds were used commer-
cially by merchants of the late 1800s
and early 1900s, but the vast majori-
ty were marketed for private at-
home use. Experts today however
warn that while the ice cream molds
of the past are very collectible, they

should be used only for display. Because of the lead con-
tent in the early models it is suggested they not be used
directly with food.

Ice cream was said to have been a tasty treat for
those who strolled the grounds at the 1904 Louisiana
Purchase Exposition in St. Louis. Some accounts credit
the makeshift use of the layers of a ice cream sandwich
with the first ice cream cone.

Booklets like the Snow Ice Cream Makers Guide in
1911 and the Ice Cream Maker's Formulary and Price
List the following year with among the many provided
to an eager public anxious to produce their own. At the
same time commercial sites began offering ice cream on
a more regular basis, often served on store advertising
trays.

During the 1920s there was a great profusion of ice
cream brands for store purchases. The Carnation Milk

Ice Cream Collectibles—The Whole Sweet Story

Continued on page 15



Company offered Damascus Ice Cream to be prepared
and marketed locally. The vast majority of the commer-
cial ice cream however came from local dairy firms
which offered it as a "side dish." Calendars, pinback but-
tons, and other premiums frequently bore the names of
Chase's Ice Cream, Hood's Ice Cream, the Hoffman
Willis Ice Cream Company, or Walker's Celebrated Ice
Cream.

Meanwhile the 1927 Sears and Roebuck catalog of-
fered the ever-popular ice cream freezer, along with
pressed glass plain footed sherbet glasses "for sundaes,
sherbets, and ice cream."

Commercial manufacturers got around to National
Ice Cream Week by the 1930s. Hendler's Ice Cream
handed out brass rests for ice cream scoops, Puritan
Dairy Ice cream issued toy whistles, and signs from
Hand-D Sun-D Ice Cream proudly proclaimed the pos-

itive aspects of their "new" ice cream bars.
As the 1930s drew to close the Howard Johnson's

restaurant began offering what would ultimately be-
come 28 different flavors of ice cream, and market ex-
perts determined that even in the economic downturn
Americans consumed nearly three gallons of ice cream
per person each year.

The Encyclopedia of Popular Culture documents that
during the dark days of World War II ice cream was the
one food that K-rationed soldiers longed for the most,
"because it was such a symbol of happy times."

In 1949, hoping to encourage buying of commercial
ice cream, Sealtest published and distributed a vivid
booklet of recipes entitled "New Ways With Ice Cream."
It turned out to be most timely for the approaching
decade.

More highly developed processing as well as more
refined refrigeration allowed a growing number of re-

tail outlets to stock ice
cream during the 1950s.
Brands like Borden's,
Country Club and Seal-
test produced ice cream in
very attractive and color-
ful packages which in
turn attracted more con-
sumers. Valley Farm went
as far as putting a picture
of popular singer Bing
Crosby on the packages.
Many commercial ice
cream manufacturers
moved to brightly colored
advertisements in leading
magazines during that
decade. Sealtest also went
to the relatively new
medium of television to
promote its product.
Eventually Sealtest spon-
sored one of TV's most
popular programs, "The
Kukla, Fran and Ollie
Show" on NBC.

While sponsoring
the "Kukla, Fran and
Ollie Show," Sealtest
launched the Kukla-
Ollie Spoons premium.
Those that sent in 50
cents and the trade-
mark symbol from a
carton of Sealtest ice
cream could select ei-
ther the Kukla set or
the Ollie set. Each set
had a portrait head of
the selected character.
Each set of three
spoons were of Wallace
silverplate. 

Today sources like "Hake's Price Guide to
Character Toys" lists them as rare.

One of the most famous ice cream wrappers of
the 20th century appeared in the 1960s from some
other recording stars, the Beatles. Their image ap-
peared on the Beatle Krunch Coated Ice Cream bar
from the Country Club Ice Cream Company. Collec-
tors soon sought them out as single wrappers or in
full sheets.

Elsewhere during that decade Bryer's Ice Cream
celebrated their 90th anniversary with a host of pre-
miums, but the newly founded Danish-style, but
American-produced, Haagen-Dazs dominated the
marketplace.

As an official of Haagen-Dazs concluded during
its promotional campaign, "Ice cream is the one lux-
ury everyone can afford."

We had one correct guess. Terry Cook of Fort Morgan, Colorado tells us
May’s What Is It is Mattel’s Barbie 50th Anniversary of NASCAR Collector edi-
tion. Nib Hot Wheels doll added another profession to Barbie’s ever-growing
list of titles: NASCAR driver. The box features NASCAR 50th Anniversary art-

work. Barbie’s lipstick is carefully picked for this set; Mattel dubbed the color
racing red. She has two hats in the set for different display options. The race
visor is frequently seen by racers when they are out of the car while the Barbie
helmet makes it look like she is ready to start racing. Manufactured 1998.
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Loveland

Contest

Send your answers to the What Is It contest, postmarked by June 20, to the Mountain

States Collector, P.O. Box 1003,  Bailey, CO 80421. At least three winners will be drawn.
Winners will receive a year’s subscription to the Mountain States Collector.

May’s What Is It?

Open 7 days a week 

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

3816 W. Eisenhower Blvd.

Loveland / 970-669-7440

WWW.Rockymountain

antiques.net

Stop by on your way to
Estes Park on Hwy 34

June’s What Is It?
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Lafayette

VISIT:

409 So.Public Rd.
Lafayette, CO  

80026

CONTACT:

303-926-4060
nobletreasures@
hotmail.com

HOURS:

Mon.-Sat., 
10am-5pm
Sun. 12 pm-5pm

Ice Cream Collectibles—The Whole Sweet Story
Continued from page 14
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The Brass Armadillo is a professionally
operated business that takes antiques and
collectibles seriously. We work to have quality
items at good prices.

The mall is open from 9am to 9pm. every
day, except Christmas. We host seminars,
workshops and training events.
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Colorado
11301 W. I-70 Frontage Rd. 303-403-1677

Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 877-403-1677

Open 7 Days a Week 

9 am - 9 pm

Happy FAther’s Day!


