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From: "Wanda  Langdon" <Wanda@teamlangdon.com>
Subject: FW: The Calling Card
Date: June 16, 2021 at 5:44:40 PM MDT
To: "Barb Marbut " <bmarbut@roadrunner.com>, Barbara Liszniewski 
<bliszniewski@fuse.net>, Barbara Steinmetz <fbjmetz@aol.com>, "Czarnecki, 
Rebecca" <write1girl@yahoo.com>, Carol Cole <carolccole4@gmail.com>, 
Carrie Conlin-Royalty <clroyal@fuse.net>, Dana Palmer <palmer@fioptics.com>, 
"Diana Schwartz " <DianaJSchwartz25@gmail.com>, Donna Vanover 
<djvanover@live.com>, "Elaine Ortman " <elaineortman@gmail.com>, Ellen 
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"Marjorie Briggs " <dbriggs1980@hotmail.com>, Marjorie Mann 
<mammom@zoomtown.com>, "Marjorie Smith " 
<marjorieannsmith@gmail.com>, Martha House <heirymmhouse@gmail.com>, 
"Mary Sikora " <sikora@icloud.com>, Nancy Little <ncrgenealogy@gmail.com>, 
"Gaines, Patsy" <PJGaines1@gmail.com>, Peggy DeStefano 
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<Toddreel@hotmail.com>, Virginia Pumphrey <ginnierp@hotmail.com>
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American History 

July Anniversaries

July 8 

Liberty Bell tolls to announce

Declaration of Independence

(1776)

July 16

76th Anniversary of the first

atomic test at Trinity, New

Mexico (1945)

July 20

Apollo 11 astronaut Neil

Armstrong takes historic first

steps on the moon (1969)

July 26

Congress establishes U.S.

Post Office (1775)

Happy 
Fourth of July!

    

The monthly e-newsletter of the Society for Women 
and the Civil War

http://www.swcw.org
(

(

The Conference on 
Women

and the Civil War
(

A!LIVE ZOOM EVENT!

Resilient Women of the Civil War
July 24 – 25, 2021
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Presentation Schedule: 
Saturday, July 24, 1:00 – 4:00 pm

• Jonathan A. Noyalas  will speak about
Rebecca McPherson Wright, the Union spy who
was critical to the success of Sheridan’s 1864
Shenandoah Valley Campaign.

• Sarah Bierle will give us a civilian-focused
tour of New Market Battlefield in the Shenan-
doah Valley.
Sunday, July 25, 1:00 – 4:00 pm

• Megan Hildebrand  reviews the relation-
ships between Roman Catholic nuns serving as
nurses and their Protestant soldier patients.

• Steve Magnusen  discusses the Cutler,
Dawes, and Gates women of Marietta, Ohio.

Registration fee: $25.  Zoom log-in informa-
tion plus an electronic “conference notebook”
will be emailed to participants in advance of the
event.

More information:  2021 Virtual Conference
Details - Society for Women and the Civil War
(swcw.org) 

Registration:  SWCW 2021 VIRTUAL
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM -
Society for Women and the Civil War

Registration Deadline is July 22!

http: //www.swcw.org

Image courtesy of the Library of Virginia

The Conference on
Women

and the Civil War
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By Les Stewart

I struggled with the name for this article.  I wanted
to call it "When is Moroccan Amethyst really Moroccan
Amethyst?" That is because collecting Moroccan
Amethyst can be quite frustrating.  Amethyst means pur-
ple in color, but, not all purple glass is Moroccan
Amethyst.  A lot of the glass listed for sale on web sites
such as EBAY as being Moroccan Amethyst are really
some other glass entirely! 

Moroccan Amethyst glass was made in the early six-
ties by the Continental Can Company.  I have never found
when it stopped being made, but believe it ended produc-
tion in early 70s.  The trade name was Hazel Ware.  The
Continental Can Company and Hazel Ware names are
both usually on original boxes of Moroccan Amethyst.
Hazel Atlas seems to have become Hazel Ware when
merged into the Continental Can Company.  Experts use
the Hazel Atlas and Hazel Ware names interchangeably
when talking on Moroccan Amethyst.  Some sides of
boxes will only have Hazel Atlas so this may have been a
gradual change in name.

The color is almost everything for Moroccan
Amethyst collectors.  People collect Moroccan Amethyst
for the shapes and for it's beautiful purple color.  The Mo-
roccan Amethyst pattern or shape of glass is found in other

colors and not always considered to be Moroccan
Amethyst.  Most Moroccan Amethyst shaped pieces can
also be found in a beautiful light blue color that was sold
under the Capri name.  Similar shaped glass from the same
molds are also found in solid white milk glass, crystal,
opaque green, and opaque amber.  When the Amethyst and
Milk Glass are used together the box will be labeled
Alpine.  

So Moroccan Amethyst is like Royal Ruby in that the
color identifies the collectible pattern name as much as
the shape.  But, to be Moroccan Amethyst it must have

both the correct shape with the purple color or it just some
other glass and made by Hazel Atlas.  Where sellers get
in trouble to me is calling all Amethyst Moroccan shapes
Moroccan Amethyst.  To me, the crystal and non-
Amethyst colors are just Hazel Ware and are not Moroc-
can Amethyst.  I will leave that up to you, but I would
never list a milk glass eggnog set as Moroccan Amethyst.
Especially will not because in the original box it is called
Colonial Milk-White Hostess Service by Hazel Ware and
not Moroccan Amethyst.

There are different shaped patterns within Moroc-
can Amethyst with variations. The square and round
items are part of a shape called Colony by authors.
Colony was the company reselling for Hazel Atlas and
probably not the pattern name.  Simplicity is on many
of the boxes containing the round & square Moroccan
Amethyst.  So I am guessing the pattern name may have
been really Simplicity. 

The rounded items frequently have a swirl running
from top to bottom like in the tumblers. This is the largest
grouping of Moroccan Amethyst including serving items
like the vase, cocktail shaker, ice tub, and two sizes of
candy dishes. 

The more often thought of shape is the other 8-sided,
Octagon shape. The tumblers that go with this shape do
not have the swirl and have either a stemmed or flat bot-

tom. There are also 3-sided ash
trays. Collectors find it neat that the
3-sided ash trays have both round-
ed corner (goes with Colony shaped
items best) and pointed corner
(goes with the Octagon shaped
items best).  There are no large
serving pieces in this shape.

I'm sure that people mix and
match Moroccan by the Amethyst
color.  However, some pieces have
to be interchangeable because only
one shape exists.  The coffee cup
seems to be the only piece that was
shipped from the factory with both
round and square Colony shapes
and the 8-sided Octagon shape.  It
has a rounded cup which seems to
fit better with Colony.  The sharp
lines and edges of the handle seem
to fit better with the Octagon
shaped items.  This seems to be an
effort to design a cup that went with
both lines.  

There are two more shapes for
cups and both have a very strong
swirled design. Both the snack set
and punch set cups have a swirl
continue into the base of the cup.
This ends up with a cup that is al-

Depression Glass Show

Wheat Ridge

What is Moroccan Amethyst?

Continued on page 10
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Old Crows Antique Mall
10081 West Bowles Avenue

Littleton, Colorado 303-973-8648
The Antique Brothers,

Timmy and Joseph Crawford, Welcome You
New Dealers Welcome! Limited Space Available!

H o n o r i n g  V e t e r a n s  E v e r y  D a y  W i t h  a  D i s c o u n t

GREAT SAVINGS
15% Off

Storewide Sale 
JULY 2, 3, 4

Summer Hours
Mon. - Thurs. 9am - 6pm

Fri.  - Sat.  9am - 7pm
Sun. 12pm - 6pm

Senior Hour 9-10 am Mon. - Sat.

TURN-TABLE BARBECUE
Food Trucks - Wed. thru Sunday

Check out our New Local
Farmers Market (Fresh)

on Weekends

New Merchandise Daily

Over 275 Dealers,  
300 Fantastic Cases

Very Limited Space Remaining
98% Occupied

Your Dollars Go Further

at Old Crows

Only 4.93% Sales Tax

World’s Largest Root Beer Bar serving ice cream floats, coffee — 
New Root Beers Weekly - We are continually expanding our variety!

www.OldCrowsAntiques.com

Old Crows Antiques — proud sponsors of Colorado’s Best, Channels 2 & 31!

Happy Birthday, America! We Have
What You Need for the 4th of July! 
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Arvada

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd.,  Suite130, Arvada, CO 80003

2 Miles North of I-70 on Wadsworth, N.E.  Corner of 64th and Wadsworth

www.homesteadantiquemall.net

720-484-3644 Open 7 Days a Week, 10am - 6pm

Over 70 dealers with a wide variety

of ant iques,  vintage furnishings,

glassware, jewelry, collect ibles,

primitives, shabby chic,  

Western, Native American, 

home decor & more. . .

Best  
of  Arvada

Best  Antique  Mall  
in  Arvada

Words
fail to
express
our
deepest
sorrow
for the
Beesley
family
and the
Arvada
police
depart-
ment.



AUG. 6 & 7: THE ANNUAL ROCKy MOUNTAIN BOOK & PAPER FAIR, Friday
2 - 7pm and Saturday 10am to 5pm. New Venue: Colorado Springs Event Center, 3960
Palmer Park Blvd., Colorado Springs, CO 80909. The largest Antiquarian Book & Paper
Fair in the Rocky Mountain Region, Dozens of vendors from across the nation.
RMBPF.ORG for event information, Ticket Presales, Exhibitor List & Inquiries, Rare
Books, Ephemera, First Editions, Signed Books, Maps, Americana, Posters, Art Prints,
Brochures, Postcards, Children’s Books, Photography, and more. Admission $5, good
for both days!

OCT. 2 & 3: FRONT RANGE GLASS SHOW & SALE. Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-4,
To be held at the Ranch Event Center Complex in the McKee Building, 5280 Arena
Circle, Loveland, CO 80538, Exit 259 off I25 Crosssroads Blvd. $6 admission, kids 17
and under are Free, Free Parking. Featuring American-made Glassware, pottery and
dinnerware from 1880 to 1980. Quality dealers from across the U.S., Hourly Door Prizes.
More info, call Jodi Mauthe at 319-939-3837 or go to www.frontrangeglassshow.com. 

Show Calendar
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Rockin’ Horse
Antiques & Vintage Treasures
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Dealer Space Available
Something for Everyone
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upcoming shows 2021

bastille day at hotel de Paris in Georgetown
saturday, July 10th from 10 am to 6 pm.

There is an opportunity to bid on items on site anytime during the day or
online throughout the day or through their web site hoteldeparismuseum.org.

HELP WANTED:

Old Crows is look-

ing for manage-

ment assistance,

cashiers and floor

positions.

Come visit or call

303-973-8648.

(Ask for 

Joe or Linda)



Following a Covid-19 pandemic year that featured a move to online, virtual
book fairs, the Rocky Mountain Antiquarian Booksellers Association (RMABA)
is pleased to announce it will hold an in-person event this summer. The 36th edi-
tion of the deep-rooted and well-respected Rocky Mountain Book & Paper Fair
(RMBPF), the region’s largest such event, is set for August 6 & 7 (Friday & Sat-
urday) at the Colorado Springs Event Center. With the exhibition traditionally
held at the Denver Mart, this represents a venue change for 2021.

“Our customers are telling us how much they are looking forward to being
able to physically shop our aisles of rare books, ephemera, antiquarian maps –
all the interesting and unusual finds we have at our annual event,” said Carol
Mobley, chairwoman and organizer of the Rocky Mountain Book & Paper Fair.
“Once again they will be able to get the tactile experience of holding bits of his-
tory in their hands; become immersed in row after row of fine bindings, paper
and treasures; and easily chat with those in the trade, other collectors and biblio-
philes. It will be a grand reunion, for sure.

“We are excited for our 2021 venue in Colorado Springs and hope to attract
attendees from the Denver metro area and Colorado Springs, as well as reach a
larger audience from southern Colorado and northern New Mexico,” said Mob-
ley. “We traditionally have held the Rocky Mountain Book & Paper Fair at the
Denver Mart, but with that venue having closed and competition for other ex-
hibit space high, we elected to head to Colorado’s second-most populous city
for 2021, home to many RMABA-member bookstores and a strong trade pres-
ence. Our slate of exhibitors as usual will represent booksellers and companies
from across the United States. And several new exhibitors are joining us this
year.” 

The exhibitor list, which continues to grow weekly, is available at
http://www.rmbpf.org/.

Event Details:
Rocky Mountain Book & Paper Fair

Friday, August 6
2 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Saturday, August 7
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Colorado Springs Event Center
3960 Palmer Park Blvd.

Colorado Springs, CO 80909

Tickets: 
$5, good for both days

Available at the door or online: http://www.rmbpf.org/
Parking is FREE

Attendees bringing any books or bags will be asked to check them at the
door. Outside books, other materials and bags will not be allowed in for security
reasons. Handbags will be checked at entry and exit.

The Rocky Mountain Book & Paper Fair will follow all Covid-19 safety
measures required at the time of the event to protect our exhibitors, customers
and staff.

About Rocky Mountain Antiquarian Booksellers Association
RMABA is an organization of used and rare book, map and ephemera deal-

ers in the Rocky Mountain West and other states who are dedicated to stimulat-

ing book and paper collecting, promoting ethical trade in all areas of the busi-
ness, and providing educational opportunities and outreach to the public in the
field of collecting.

RMABA hosts the Rocky Mountain Book & Paper fair annually. It did not
have an in-person book fair in 2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic, but instead
had an online virtual fair in January 2021.

Contact for more information:
Carol Mobley
Phone: (720) 308-1516
Email: BookFair2021@rmaba.org 
Website: http://www.rmbpf.org/ or http://www.rmaba.org/
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So. Broadway, Denver
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Book and Paper Fair

Collectors and bibliophiles Look Forward to an 
In-Person Rocky Mountain book & Paper Fair this

summer in Colorado springs

Organization Announces Venue Change to Colorado Springs for 2021
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Museums

3000

377 South Lipan St., Unit B • Denver • Colorado • 80223

300.777.8700 • eronjohnsonantiques.com

Visit The McAllister House Museum for a cele-

bration of Colorado Springs and enjoy sipping wine

on the historic grounds of the McAllister House Mu-

seum July 23rd, 2021, 6-8pm.            

The McAllister House Museum is located to the

south of Colorado College on the wide, tree-shaded

Cascade Avenue. This small, English-style cottage

built in 1873 was the home of the Henry McAllister

family that was influential in the establishment of

Colorado Springs. It was opened to the public as a

museum in 1961 and placed on the National Regis-

ter of Historic Places in 1973. Its address is 423 N.

Cascade Ave. in Colorado Springs. To learn more

about this great museum call 719-635-7925 or go to

mcallister.curator@gmail.com.   

When most of the houses of the some 240
residents of Fountain Colony, later known as
Colorado Springs, were little more than tem-
porary timber shelters, Major Henry McAl-
lister and his wife Elizabeth Couper McAl-
lister built a house of bricks.

The house plans were prepared by the
Philadelphia architect, George Summers, who
also designed General Palmer’s Glen Eyrie res-
idence and Grace Episcopal Church.

Henry McAllister took great interest and
care in the construction of this house for his
family who was so far from their long-estab-

lished community of Darby, Pennsylvania.
After a high wind destroyed some houses in
the new colony, he decided to add another
layer of bricks to the building.  It is com-
monly thought that these bricks were trans-
ported by train from Philadelphia. It is
known that he did import the three marble
fireplaces that exist in the house.  Some of
the interior finish work and the porch rails
were constructed by Winfield Scott Stratton,
who later became a mining millionaire after
discovering the Independence Mine in Crip-
ple Creek, CO.  The unique truncated gables

seem to anchor the house to the open prairie.
Major McAllister made his home in this

small house until his death in 1921.  For the
next 30 plus years the house was rented by
the family to Mrs. Fanny Robbins who used
the house for a candy and “wedding gift”
shop.  Upon her death in 1958, the family
sold the house.

In 1961 a historic preservation group, the
National Society of the Colonial Dames of
America in Colorado, with the help of the El
Pomar Foundation and Shepard’s Citations,
was able to buy and restore the house.

a Celebration of 150 years for the Mcallister house July 23

The history of the Mcallister house



WANTED
WANTED: ANTIQUE AFRI-
C A N   T R A D E   B E A D S .
Email pictures to DBW43

@comcast.net (12/19)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: VIEWMASTER
-Thousands of reels, view-
ers and accessories. Call

303-986-7283/ (6-20)

FOR SALE ANTIQUE FUR-

NITURE: Halltree, small roll

top desk, coffee table (mar-

ble top), Small shelf/table

(marble top), small end table,

small table. All very good

condition. blslash@com
cast.net. (4-21)

SALE FIGURINES  Dragons

- Birds - Rabbits. Call 303-

741-4340 (9-20)

FOR SALE: DOLLS: New
in Original Boxes. 100’s of
porcelain dolls (1990s). Vari-
ous manufacturers and
sizes. Sell individually or as

a lot. Email interest to Robert
nfaye@msn.com. (8-20)

DEALERS
DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Florence — “An-
tique Capital of Colorado”
Join us at one of the largest,

fastest-paced stores in

downtown Florence. 10,000

sq. ft. Open Daily. Friendly,

Knowledgeable Staff. Stop

by or call Rena @ 719-429-

3328. Loralie Antique Mall,

109 W. Main - Florence.

CLUBS
D O   Y O U   L O V E   A N -
TIQUES, Collectibles, Art
and History? Questers is
for you! Contact: OFW
ANTIQUES@gmail.com
970-226-4432.

SERVICES
ARTIFACT ANALYSIS
/APPRAISAL, Boulder,
Colorado, 310-490-9606,
EEDUC@aol.com (9-19)
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Always

Buying

Brighton

Complete Antique
Restoration Available

Full Line of
Antiques &
Collectibles

(1/2 Blk. No. of Bridge & Main)
Brighton, CO 80601

303-659-7516

24 North Main  

W A N T E D
WANTED: Older
style gas ranges,
1920s-50s ie Cham-
bers, O’Keeffe and
Merritt, others, no
electrics 303-779-
0073 (01-07)

WANTED: Antique Heating
and Cooking Stoves, or-
nate, 303-779-0073. (01-07)

WANTED: 
TOY AIRPLANES (TMD);
factory display models;
built up plastic models. Call
Walt, 970-204-0499 ( 1-10)

WANTED: PILLIN POT-
TERY, 303-477-3923. (5-10)

WANTED: MODEL AIR-
PLANES, kits, engines, race
cars. 303-422-0408 (12-07)

WANTED: OLD VENDING
MACHINES, gumball, pea-
nut, matches, cigarette and
etc. Call Jeff (303) 775-
3250. (11-09)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES
WANTED, 303-792-2450.
(4-10)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Antique secre-
tary box circa 1850—brass
bound teak—rare-excellent
condition—$2100, set of 2
vaseline glass candle hold-
ers—short, curled base—
$150, small oil lamp circa
1800—green with white flow-
ers—never used—$150,
Royal Copenhagen tea set—
open lace pattern—num-
bered—4 pieces—hard to
find, Many McCoy pieces—

mostly flower pots—vase—
bedside bowl and pitcher set,
lg, Antique Singer sewing
machine with case, Cut
glass, 303-838-3643. Email:
jgf3643@hotmail.com

FOR SALE: A.B. Dick 310
offset press, 111 plate
maker, Michael’s collator,
Schaefer cast iron wax
melter, manuals, misc parts.
$100.00 takes all. 719-647-
8867. Pueblo West. (12-09)

DOULTON’S BOWL/
PITCHER Fontainbleau
Burslem pitcher good condi-
tion O3068K bowl small
crack $1,000 OBO 303-659-
0748. (01/10)

DEALERS
R O C K Y M O U N T A I N
ANTIQUES IN LOVELAND
wants dealers w/toys, clocks,
watches, quality knives &
razors, tools, other neat stuff.
Low rent. 970-669-7440.

DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Serendipity Mercan-
tile, Longmont, Colorado.
large building, room for more
dealers. Great parking! Call
303-776-8511. 

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to or
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

RETAIL FOR LEASE, 1400
block South Broadway, 3
spaces, 1300 to 2500 square
feet, each with storage.
Betsy 303-777-0848, bc
tournier@aol.com (08/09) 

SERVICES
BUY OR SELL ANTIQUE
BUSINESS! Licensed bro-
ker to bring together buyers
and sellers. We package
trade names, inventory,
customer lists, Real Estate
leases and sales, and cre-
ative financing and ex-
changes. 303-913-3355
www.Traylorhomes.com
Business Opportunities

C H I P S A N D P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain
repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
Sari, 303-623-4217 or
email chipsandpieces @
yahoo.com

EXPERT silver and met-
als repairs restoration.
Appraisals for insurance.
720-939-9373, nat_mx6
@hotmail.com (3-07) Lyons

Spree Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 1003
Bailey, CO 80421

WESTERN
COLLECTIONS FOR

SALE
Metal horse statues, Roy
Rogers collection. Other

Western
stars items,

Dixie 
Premiums,
movie cow-

boy and
rodeo post
cards, sad-

dles, horses, etc. on
plates, ladies with horse

calendars, Tom Beecham
convas type prints 

in frames. 
Horses on scarves 

collection, horses on
hankies collection. West-
ern neckties collection.

More items too numerous
to mention. 

Serious inquiries only!

303-432-7223

Dan’s 
Painting,

Remodeling
Wallpaper Removal,

Dry Wall Repair, Water
Damage Repair
Acoustic/Ceiling 

Removal

303-922-0792

Advertise
in the Moun-
tain States
Collector.        

Reach the
t h o u s a n d s
of antique
c o l l e c t o r s
and afficionados that enjoy
this 37 year old newspaper
devoted to the collector and to
the antique buff. 

Call 303-674-1253 for more
information.

Get more
bang for your
buck!

Drop us a line. 
We’d love to hear from you.
Our address is: P.O. Box 1003

Bailey, CO 80421
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Always

Buying

Brighton

Complete Antique
Restoration Available

Full Line of
Antiques &
Collectibles

(1/2 Blk. No. of Bridge & Main)
Brighton, CO 80601

303-659-7516

24 North Main  

W A N T E D
WANTED: Older
style gas ranges,
1920s-50s ie Cham-
bers, O’Keeffe and
Merritt, others, no
electrics 303-779-
0073 (01-07)

WANTED: Antique Heating
and Cooking Stoves, or-
nate, 303-779-0073. (01-07)

WANTED: 
TOY AIRPLANES (TMD);
factory display models;
built up plastic models. Call
Walt, 970-204-0499 ( 1-10)

WANTED: PILLIN POT-
TERY, 303-477-3923. (5-10)

WANTED: MODEL AIR-
PLANES, kits, engines, race
cars. 303-422-0408 (12-07)

WANTED: OLD VENDING
MACHINES, gumball, pea-
nut, matches, cigarette and
etc. Call Jeff (303) 775-
3250. (11-09)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES
WANTED, 303-792-2450.
(4-10)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Antique secre-
tary box circa 1850—brass
bound teak—rare-excellent
condition—$2100, set of 2
vaseline glass candle hold-
ers—short, curled base—
$150, small oil lamp circa
1800—green with white flow-
ers—never used—$150,
Royal Copenhagen tea set—
open lace pattern—num-
bered—4 pieces—hard to
find, Many McCoy pieces—

mostly flower pots—vase—
bedside bowl and pitcher set,
lg, Antique Singer sewing
machine with case, Cut
glass, 303-838-3643. Email:
jgf3643@hotmail.com

FOR SALE: A.B. Dick 310
offset press, 111 plate
maker, Michael’s collator,
Schaefer cast iron wax
melter, manuals, misc parts.
$100.00 takes all. 719-647-
8867. Pueblo West. (12-09)

DOULTON’S BOWL/
PITCHER Fontainbleau
Burslem pitcher good condi-
tion O3068K bowl small
crack $1,000 OBO 303-659-
0748. (01/10)

DEALERS
R O C K Y M O U N T A I N
ANTIQUES IN LOVELAND
wants dealers w/toys, clocks,
watches, quality knives &
razors, tools, other neat stuff.
Low rent. 970-669-7440.

DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Serendipity Mercan-
tile, Longmont, Colorado.
large building, room for more
dealers. Great parking! Call
303-776-8511. 

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to or
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

RETAIL FOR LEASE, 1400
block South Broadway, 3
spaces, 1300 to 2500 square
feet, each with storage.
Betsy 303-777-0848, bc
tournier@aol.com (08/09) 

SERVICES
BUY OR SELL ANTIQUE
BUSINESS! Licensed bro-
ker to bring together buyers
and sellers. We package
trade names, inventory,
customer lists, Real Estate
leases and sales, and cre-
ative financing and ex-
changes. 303-913-3355
www.Traylorhomes.com
Business Opportunities

C H I P S A N D P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain
repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
Sari, 303-623-4217 or
email chipsandpieces @
yahoo.com

EXPERT silver and met-
als repairs restoration.
Appraisals for insurance.
720-939-9373, nat_mx6
@hotmail.com (3-07) Lyons

WESTERN
COLLECTIONS FOR

SALE
Metal horse statues, Roy
Rogers collection. Other

Western
stars items,

Dixie 
Premiums,
movie cow-

boy and
rodeo post
cards, sad-

dles, horses, etc. on
plates, ladies with horse

calendars, Tom Beecham
convas type prints 

in frames. 
Horses on scarves 

collection, horses on
hankies collection. West-
ern neckties collection.

More items too numerous
to mention. 

Serious inquiries only!

303-432-7223

Dan’s 
Painting,

Remodeling
Wallpaper Removal,

Dry Wall Repair, Water
Damage Repair
Acoustic/Ceiling 

Removal

303-922-0792

Advertise
in the Moun-
tain States
Collector.        

Reach the
t h o u s a n d s
of antique
c o l l e c t o r s
and afficionados that enjoy
this 37 year old newspaper
devoted to the collector and to
the antique buff. 

Call 303-674-1253 for more
information.

Get more
bang for your
buck!

Drop us a line. 
We’d love to hear from you.
Our address is: P.O. Box 1003

Bailey, CO 80421
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The Mountain States Collector, a tabloid

newspaper dedicated to promoting the enjoyment

of antiquing and collecting in the Rocky Mountain

region, is distributed the first weekend of every

month through shops, auctions, flea markets and

antique shows, and is mailed to subscribers. 
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not necessarily the opinions of the publishers.)
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Now Bigger and Better!

Civil War Book Now at
Barnes and Noble, Too

What is Moroccan amethyst?
By Les Stewart

I struggled with the name for this article.  I wanted to call
it "When is Moroccan Amethyst really Moroccan Amethyst?"
That is because collecting Moroccan Amethyst can be quite frus-
trating.  Amethyst means purple in color, but, not all purple glass
is Moroccan Amethyst.  A lot of the glass listed for sale on web
sites such as EBAy as being Moroccan Amethyst are really
some other glass entirely! 

Moroccan Amethyst glass was made in the early sixties by the

Continental Can Company.  I have never found when it stopped
being made, but believe it ended production in early 70s.  The trade
name was Hazel Ware.  The Continental Can Company and Hazel
Ware names are both usually on original boxes of Moroccan
Amethyst.  Hazel Atlas seems to have become Hazel Ware when
merged into the Continental Can Company.  Experts use the Hazel
Atlas and Hazel Ware names interchangeably when talking on Mo-
roccan Amethyst.  Some sides of boxes will only have Hazel Atlas
so this may have been a gradual change in name.

The color is almost everything for Moroccan Amethyst collec-

tors.  People collect Moroccan Amethyst for the shapes and for it's
beautiful purple color.  The Moroccan Amethyst pattern or shape of
glass is found in other colors and not always considered to be Mo-
roccan Amethyst.  Most Moroccan Amethyst shaped pieces can also
be found in a beautiful light blue color that was sold under the Capri
name.  Similar shaped glass from the same molds are also found in
solid white milk glass, crystal, opaque green, and opaque amber.
When the Amethyst and Milk Glass are used together the box will
be labeled Alpine.  

So Moroccan Amethyst is like Royal Ruby in that the color
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identifies the collectible pattern name as much as the shape.  But, to
be Moroccan Amethyst it must have both the correct shape with the
purple color or it just some other glass and made by Hazel Atlas.
Where sellers get in trouble to me is calling all Amethyst Moroccan
shapes Moroccan Amethyst.  To me, the crystal and non-Amethyst
colors are just Hazel Ware and are not Moroccan Amethyst.  I will
leave that up to you, but I would never list a milk glass eggnog set
as Moroccan Amethyst.  Especially will not because in the original
box it is called Colonial Milk-White Hostess Service by Hazel Ware
and not Moroccan Amethyst.

There are different shaped patterns within Moroccan Amethyst
with variations. The square and round items are part of a shape called
Colony by authors.  Colony was the company reselling for Hazel
Atlas and probably not the pattern name.  Simplicity is on many of
the boxes containing the round & square Moroccan Amethyst.  So I
am guessing the pattern name may have been really Simplicity. 

The rounded items frequently have a swirl running from top to
bottom like in the tumblers. This is the largest grouping of Moroc-
can Amethyst including serving items like the vase, cocktail shaker,
ice tub, and two sizes of candy dishes. 

The more often thought of shape is the other 8-sided, Octagon
shape. The tumblers that go with this shape do not have the swirl
and have either a stemmed or flat bottom. There are also 3-sided ash
trays. Collectors find it neat that the 3-sided ash trays have both
rounded corner (goes with Colony shaped items best) and pointed
corner (goes with the Octagon shaped items best).  There are no large
serving pieces in this shape.

I'm sure that people mix and match Moroccan by the Amethyst
color.  However, some pieces have to be interchangeable because
only one shape exists.  The coffee cup seems to be the only piece
that was shipped from the factory with both round and square Colony
shapes and the 8-sided Octagon shape.  It has a rounded cup which
seems to fit better with Colony.  The sharp lines and edges of the
handle seem to fit better with the Octagon shaped items.  This seems
to be an effort to design a cup that went with both lines.  

There are two more shapes for cups and both have a very strong
swirled design. Both the snack set and punch set cups have a swirl
continue into the base of the cup. This ends up with a cup that is al-
most footed that fits perfectly on the snack plate. Of the many snack
sets I have seen, the Hazel Ware ones are the only ones that have
the plate and cup molded to almost snap together. you can tilt the
snack plate substantially and the cup just sets in place as designed.
The snack set cups have a closed handle and punch sets have an open
hooked handle to allow them to hang on the punch or eggnog bowl.
Snack sets are found in amethyst, Alpine color combination, milk
glass, crystal, and when in blue they become Capri sets.   The punch
sets I had only seen until recently were in the Alpine milk glass with
amethyst colors. This is because the only base I had seen was
amethyst and the punch bowl was in milk glass or crystal.  The punch
bowl was seen in photos recently in amethyst, but it arrived broken.
The crystal and milk glass bowls are also seen in boxed Eggnog sets
without a base.  A crystal punch base was seen recently so it appears
an all crystal punch set was also sold.

Another cross over item is the dinner plate.  The only dinner
sized plate was made just in the 8-sided Octagon shape.  So you
must use different shapes together to set a table.  The square Colony
plates are too small and I contend they were meant to be luncheon
plates.  They are the same size as ones from the snack set without
the cup indentation in the snack plate.  Be care with those square
ones because the snack version seems much less expensive and way
more available then the luncheon plates.

Tumblers are found in three different shapes.  The tall swirl
ones were thought to only go with the Colony round/square shape.
The footed style was thought to only go with 8-sided Octagon shape.
The footed goblet shape can also be found in flat footed tumblers.

Then there are the square footed one.  I believe these go with the
square colony items best. 

you can make a whole collection out of searching for Moroc-
can Amethyst still in original boxes. There are many to watch for in
Moroccan Amethyst:

• Punch sets in alpine color.  Note the box clearly shows there
should be a plastic ladle with the set.  There needs to be 12 amethyst
cups, one amethyst base, one milk glass swirled punch bowl, and
one plastic ladle to be complete.

• The salad set consists of the large and small round bowls in
the Colony shape along with a plastic fork and spoon.

• There is a 7-piece "Bartender's Set" combining the chrome
top cocktail shaker with 6 of the next to smallest drink glasses. 

• There is a 4-piece "The Magic Hour" cocktail set combining
the cocktail stirrer with metal stir spoon and 2 of the smallest drink
glasses.

• There is chip & dip set.  Or at least I have a box that says that
is the contents.  The box has never been opened so I will not know
the shape of the metal clip to link the bowls together until I see an-
other set.

• A favorite of mine is the 4-place setting box.  A favorite be-
cause it has the 8-side Octagon shaped items with the common cup
and the back of this box shows Colony shaped items to buy to go
with the Octagon shaped place setting.  If you think back to my com-
ments on the three tumbler shapes you probably need to toss out
those theories.  This set in 8-side Octagon shape has both the footed
and swirl tumblers as pieces to add to the 8-side set.

• There is a boxed set of Hazel Ware with the tall swirled ice
teas and milk glass coasters.  I may be wrong, but the only box I
have seen was years ago and believe it said Alpine on it.  This set
went at huge price for the time so I passed and have regretted ever
since, as I have not seen a second boxed set after years.

• Snack sets are available in all amethyst or as Alpine sets with
amethyst plates and milk glass cup.  They are available with the
seashell shaped plates and also in square shape.  The square shaped
snack box has the company Colony name on it.  I do not consider
the crystal sets Moroccan Amethyst.  To me they are just a Hazel
Ware crystal snack set as is the blue version found with the Capri
name.

• There is a 12 place setting box.  That would be 4 plates, 4
saucers, and 4 small bowls in Octagon shape with 4 cups.    

• The last one I can talk about is the most recent and precious
find.  This is the tall candy in a box for just it.  This of course begs
the question of what other individual Moroccan Amethyst items had
their own box.  I am betting the large serving items like the small
candy, ice tub, and vase at a minimum had their own box.  I scan
this category over whole Internet multiple times weekly so if there
are more boxed sets then hopefully I find them.

• REMEMBER, to collectors of sets the box is frequently as
much or more important than the glass. So PLEASE do NOT mark
on the boxes. There is a rapidly growing group of collectors look-
ing for items in original boxes and sadly dealers are not making sales
because they've damaged the boxes or even worse thrown them
away. 

There are many oddities to watch for in Moroccan Amethyst:
• The Alpine sets with the combined purple and milk glass col-

ors make them very desirable to collectors, which in turn makes
them more difficult to find. 

They really are not complete without the correct plastic ladle. 
• There is no cream/sugar to use with Moroccan Amethyst.

Seems so hard to believe they would make three shape versions of
Moroccan Amethyst and none have cream/sugar.  Hazel Atlas made
amethyst colored cream/sugars in other patterns and have seen more
then one design.  Neither of those shapes or designs seemed to fit
the Moroccan theme so I have not added a cream/sugar go-with yet.

• Same for pitchers.  One sold recently in the amethyst color in
some other Hazel Atlas shape and it went high so am sure it will be
used within a Moroccan Amethyst collector’s home.

• Same for candles.  The star shaped ones I have are go-with
items.  Books show them with Moroccan Amethyst and we will use
with it, but doubt sincerely they were marketed as Moroccan
Amethyst.  Look at the bottom of the candles to see the same rays
with dot feet as on the coaster.

• Same for a butter dish.  It is worse because I have not seen
another shape from Hazel Atlas in the amethyst color at all.

• Coasters are maybe one of the rarest of go-with items.  Hazel
Atlas made other coasters with the same knobs so be careful.  The
ones sold
with Mo-
roccan have
the swirl
like a pin
wheel.  I
have seen
other styles
of Hazel
Atlas coast-
er with
flowers so
they may
have made
many similar, but not correct coasters with the same knob design.

• There are both bowls and ash trays with flowers or apples in
the mold.

The apple ones get pricey very fast.
Another area that can be it’s own collection are the many go-

with items that contain added metal.  Tidbits, center handles, hold-
ers, and many more are out there.  The stacking tidbits can be found
in many different shapes of glass.  Same for the handles being added
to most all pieces of glass.  Some of the neatest are twisted wire
holders that contain Moroccan Amethyst glass.  One example is a
jam dish with two of the 8-sided bowls and I find it exceptionally
well done.

Salt & Peppers are a whole other area.  There are at least 3
amethyst colored shakers sets that can be found with the HA Hazel
Atlas trade mark.  There is one pair in a reference book.  I think this
set fits the Moroccan Amethyst shape or style best.

Moroccan Amethyst is indeed becoming more difficult to find.
I attribute that to the large interest in Mid-Century or Modernism
items that this pattern fits into nicely.  

Reference questions on Moroccan Amethyst are best referred
to in the books; ‘Collectible Glassware of the 40s - 50s - 60s’ by
Gene Florence and Mauzy’s ‘Depression Glass.’
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By Les Stewart

I struggled with the name for this article.  I wanted
to call it "When is Moroccan Amethyst really Moroccan
Amethyst?" That is because collecting Moroccan
Amethyst can be quite frustrating.  Amethyst means pur-
ple in color, but, not all purple glass is Moroccan
Amethyst.  A lot of the glass listed for sale on web sites
such as EBAY as being Moroccan Amethyst are really
some other glass entirely! 

Moroccan Amethyst glass was made in the early six-
ties by the Continental Can Company.  I have never found
when it stopped being made, but believe it ended produc-
tion in early 70s.  The trade name was Hazel Ware.  The
Continental Can Company and Hazel Ware names are
both usually on original boxes of Moroccan Amethyst.
Hazel Atlas seems to have become Hazel Ware when
merged into the Continental Can Company.  Experts use
the Hazel Atlas and Hazel Ware names interchangeably
when talking on Moroccan Amethyst.  Some sides of
boxes will only have Hazel Atlas so this may have been a
gradual change in name.

The color is almost everything for Moroccan
Amethyst collectors.  People collect Moroccan Amethyst
for the shapes and for it's beautiful purple color.  The Mo-
roccan Amethyst pattern or shape of glass is found in other

colors and not always considered to be Moroccan
Amethyst.  Most Moroccan Amethyst shaped pieces can
also be found in a beautiful light blue color that was sold
under the Capri name.  Similar shaped glass from the same
molds are also found in solid white milk glass, crystal,
opaque green, and opaque amber.  When the Amethyst and
Milk Glass are used together the box will be labeled
Alpine.  

So Moroccan Amethyst is like Royal Ruby in that the
color identifies the collectible pattern name as much as
the shape.  But, to be Moroccan Amethyst it must have

both the correct shape with the purple color or it just some
other glass and made by Hazel Atlas.  Where sellers get
in trouble to me is calling all Amethyst Moroccan shapes
Moroccan Amethyst.  To me, the crystal and non-
Amethyst colors are just Hazel Ware and are not Moroc-
can Amethyst.  I will leave that up to you, but I would
never list a milk glass eggnog set as Moroccan Amethyst.
Especially will not because in the original box it is called
Colonial Milk-White Hostess Service by Hazel Ware and
not Moroccan Amethyst.

There are different shaped patterns within Moroc-
can Amethyst with variations. The square and round
items are part of a shape called Colony by authors.
Colony was the company reselling for Hazel Atlas and
probably not the pattern name.  Simplicity is on many
of the boxes containing the round & square Moroccan
Amethyst.  So I am guessing the pattern name may have
been really Simplicity. 

The rounded items frequently have a swirl running
from top to bottom like in the tumblers. This is the largest
grouping of Moroccan Amethyst including serving items
like the vase, cocktail shaker, ice tub, and two sizes of
candy dishes. 

The more often thought of shape is the other 8-sided,
Octagon shape. The tumblers that go with this shape do
not have the swirl and have either a stemmed or flat bot-

tom. There are also 3-sided ash
trays. Collectors find it neat that the
3-sided ash trays have both round-
ed corner (goes with Colony shaped
items best) and pointed corner
(goes with the Octagon shaped
items best).  There are no large
serving pieces in this shape.

I'm sure that people mix and
match Moroccan by the Amethyst
color.  However, some pieces have
to be interchangeable because only
one shape exists.  The coffee cup
seems to be the only piece that was
shipped from the factory with both
round and square Colony shapes
and the 8-sided Octagon shape.  It
has a rounded cup which seems to
fit better with Colony.  The sharp
lines and edges of the handle seem
to fit better with the Octagon
shaped items.  This seems to be an
effort to design a cup that went with
both lines.  

There are two more shapes for
cups and both have a very strong
swirled design. Both the snack set
and punch set cups have a swirl
continue into the base of the cup.
This ends up with a cup that is al-
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Continued from page 7
most footed that fits perfectly on the snack plate. Of the many
snack sets I have seen, the Hazel Ware ones are the only ones
that have the plate and cup molded to almost snap together.
You can tilt the snack plate substantially and the cup just sets
in place as designed.  The snack set cups have a closed handle
and punch sets have an open hooked handle to allow them to
hang on the punch or eggnog bowl.  Snack sets are found in
amethyst, Alpine color combination, milk glass, crystal, and
when in blue they become Capri sets.   The punch sets I had
only seen until recently were in the Alpine milk glass with
amethyst colors.  This is because the only base I had seen was
amethyst and the punch bowl was in milk glass or crystal.  The
punch bowl was seen in photos recently in amethyst, but it
arrived broken.  The crystal and milk glass bowls are also seen
in boxed Eggnog sets without a base.  A crystal punch base
was seen recently so it appears an all crystal punch set was
also sold.

Another cross over item is the dinner plate.  The only
diner sized plate was made just in the 8-sided Octagon shape.
So you must use different shapes together to set a table.  The
square Colony plates are too small and I contend they were
meant to be luncheon plates.  They are the same size as ones
from the snack set without the cup indentation in the snack
plate.  Be care with those square ones because the snack ver-
sion seems much less expensive and way more available then
the luncheon plates.

Tumblers are found in three different shapes.  The tall
swirl ones were thought to only go with the Colony
round/square shape.  The footed style was thought to only
go with 8-sided Octagon shape.  The footed goblet shape
can also be found in flat footed tumblers.  Then there are
the square footed one.  I believe these go with the square

colony items best. 
You can make a whole collection

out of searching for Moroccan
Amethyst still in original boxes.  There
are many to watch for in Moroccan
Amethyst:

• Punch sets in alpine color.  Note
the box clearly shows there should be
a plastic ladle with the set.  There
needs to be 12 amethyst cups, one
amethyst base, one milk glass swirled
punch bowl, and one plastic ladle to be complete

• The salad set consists of the large and small round bowls
in the Colony shape along with a plastic fork and spoon.

• There is a 7-piece "Bartender's Set" combining the
chrome top cocktail shaker with 6 of the next to smallest drink
glasses. 

• There is a 4-piece "The Magic Hour" cocktail set com-
bining the cocktail stirrer with metal stir spoon and 2 of the
smallest drink glasses.

• There is chip & dip set.  Or at least I have a box that says
that is the contents.  The box has never been opened so I will
not know the shape of the metal clip to link the bowls togeth-
er until I see another set.

•  A favorite of mine is the 4-place setting box.  A favorite
be-cause it has the 8-side Octagon shaped items with the com-
mon cup and the back of this box shows Colony shaped items
to buy to go with the Octagon shaped place setting.  If you
think back to my comments on the three tumbler shapes you
probably need to toss out those theories.  This set in 8-side
Octagon shape has both the footed and swirl tumblers as
pieces to add to the 8-side set.

• There is a boxed set of Hazel Ware with the tall swirled

ice teas and milk glass coasters.  I may
be wrong, but the only box I have seen
was years ago and believe it said Alpine
on it.  This set went at huge price for the
time so I passed and have regretted ever
since, as I have not seen a second boxed
set after years.

• Snack sets are available in all
amethyst or as Alpine sets with
amethyst plates and milk glass cup.
They are available with the seashell

shaped plates and also in square shape.  The square shaped
snack box has the company Colony name on it.  I do not con-
sider the crystal sets Moroccan Amethyst.  To me they are just
a Hazel Ware crystal snack set as is the blue version found
with the Capri name.

• There is a 12 place setting box.  That would be 4 plates,
4 saucers, and 4 small bowls in Octagon shape with 4 cups.    

• The last one I can talk about is the most recent and pre-
cious find.  This is the tall candy in a box for just it.  This of
course begs the question of what other individual Moroccan
Amethyst items had their own box.  I am betting the large
serving items like the small candy, ice tub, and vase at a min-
imum had their own box.  I scan this category over whole
Internet multiple times weekly so if there are more boxed sets
then hopefully I find them.

• REMEMBER, to collectors of sets the box is frequent-
ly as much or more important than the glass. So PLEASE do
NOT mark on the boxes. There is a rapidly growing group of
collectors looking for items in original boxes and sadly deal-
ers are not making sales because they've damaged the boxes
or even worse thrown them away. 
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We take great pride in being a “great little town” where you’re a stranger only once!
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QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
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123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital 
of Colorado

What is Moroccan Amethyst?
Depression Glass Show

Continued on page 13

From the Archives, Sept. 2008



Salvage, Antiques, Vintage, Etc.
200 West block of Main St.

Facebook shop 24/7: www.facebook.com/saveinflorence/shop/

Erin and Barna, 719-821-3263
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Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstrations 
Weekends in January

115 East Main 719-372-6677
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We take great
pride in being a
“great little town”

where you’re 
a stranger 
only once!

Antique 

Warehouse
Vintage Lighting & Western Accoutrements

110 E. Main Street, 

Florence, CO 81226

719-372-1016

By Anne Gilbert

When the Richard Wright doll collection is auctioned off
at Skinner’s Auction Gallery October 10 in Marlborough,
Massachusetts, some dating to the 18th century many types
will be offered. They range from a large Queen Anne doll in
a mahogany and veneered display case, c. 1720 with an esti-
mate of $50,000/70,000 to a small, papier-mâché, German
doll, c.1840 estimated at $800/1,200.

Of special interest are two "fashion" dolls. Both by Mme
Rohmer, France, c. 1865 and 1870. Also offered is a fashion
doll accessory kit, c. 1870. It has an estimate of $400/600.
Over the last decade they have been rediscovered by collec-
tors. Even recent examples such as the Barbie dolls with their
wardrobes and the Madame Alexander fashion dolls have
become serious collectibles.

From the 15th into the 18th century elegantly dressed
"lady" or "fashion" dolls were popular. They were designed
as adult figures. The first fashion "baby doll" was made
around 1710. Actually they are not a type of doll but a func-
tional use of them. However, any type of doll could be
dressed in the latest adult or children’s fashion and travel to
show off the latest fashions. It was so important to European
nobility that the dolls were passed from court to court even
when the countries were at war.

By the 19th century doll makers used their most expen-
sive models dressed in Paris fashions around the world.
Among them Jumeau, Bru, Roch and others. Heads were of a
variety of materials from bisque to china heads made by the
famous French porcelain firm Sevres.

In the 1930s American made fashion dolls captured
the market with dolls that could perform various func-
tions. Eyes would open and shut: dolls could drink

water and even wet themselves.
CLUES: If an antique fashion doll can be attributed to a

known maker the price goes up. When found these days they
are usually wearing only a string of beads. It was Madame
Alexander who created "grown up" fashion dolls in 1952,
changing the look of American dolls. Her dolls were dressed
in "high fashion" using quality materials. She created "Cissie"
in the 1950s, the first full-figured adult figure fashion doll.

Of course, the most popular fashion doll of all time was
created when Barbie® made her debut as a Mattel Toy in
1959. Also introduced in the 50s(1956) was the Ideal Toy
Corporation’s "Miss Revlon" doll. She was among the first
dolls to have high-heeled feet and the figure of an adult
woman.

Discoveries of early fashion dolls are still being made.
Research the many books on the subject so you know what

they look like and get acquainted with specialized doll auc-
tions such as Theriaults, online and collector auctions held by
Skinner.
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Antique Detective

Variety of Rare Dolls Still Come to Auction
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Find It All in Florence
Antique Capital of Colorado

Rena Pryor

Happy 

Fourth of July!

Florence: From One End to the Other
By Sandy Dale



Great Book for Schuco Toy Collectors
By Bill Siuru

I can spend hours in toy stores in Germany. They are always filled with toys that are meant to last
a lifetime, not the TV-hyped toys found in Toy's R Us that are often broken and discarded after a few
hours of play. Pick up a highly crafted car, truck, construction equipment or aircraft and you are likely
to see the name Schuco inscribed underneath. Schuco toys are highly collectible, indeed many are in-
vestment quality. Just, type in "Schuco" on Ebay and you will see nine or ten pages of items up on auc-
tion for serious money. "Schuco Classic Tin Toys: The Collector's Guide" (ISBN 0-87349-545-4) by
Chris Knox is a must for any Schuco collector, or just anyone who likes high-quality toys.

The hardbound book starts with a brief history of Schuco, which dates back to before World War
I. One of its first products was the Pick-Pick Bird with over 20 million sold worldwide. In the mid-
1930s it brought out its clockwork-powered Schuco Patent Motor Car. While production ceased during
World War II, it was back in business by 1946 and its best years occurred in the late 1940s and 1950s.
Unfortunately, Schuco was slow to transition from tin toys to plastic ones and thus the original Schuco
was out of business by 1976. Today, the Schuco brand is offered by Dickie-Schuco GmbH & Co.

Most of the 128-page book covers Schuco's cars and motorcycles. These include the early tin ones
as well as later die-cast and plastic models. Incidentally, Schuco's penchant for perfection was carried
over to its plastic toys, perhaps even more so. Many pages are devoted to Schuco's Varianto models, the
company's unique answer to slot cars. Each description includes information on technical features, di-
mensions, colors available, rarity and current price.

While the book is mainly devoted to Schuco's transportation toys – cars, trucks and motorcycles –
several pages covers its other toys. These include boats, submarines, airplanes, its impressive Disney-

land Monorail, figures and ani-
mals, and of course its the Pick-
Pick Bird.

The book is lavishly illustrat-
ed with several hundred large,
color photos of the toys. Be-
sides being a life-long collector
of Schuco toys, Knox is a tal-
ented advertising and editorial
photographer. His photos alone
are worth the price of the book.
The book includes an index,
suggested further reading and
"links" to Web sites. It is avail-
able from Krause Publications,
Book Department PR03, P.O.
Box 5009, Iola, WI 54945-
5009. For more information,
visit www.krausebooks.com or

William McLaren of Anchorage,
Alaska correctly identified the June’s
What Is It pictured to the left. He tells us
it is “a German-made, 1950’s Schuco
Elektro Ingenico 5311 battery-operated,
remote-controlled, tin maroon sedan with
chrome accents. The sedan was modeled
from the Buick V-8 of that period.

Schuco began in Nuremberg, Ger-
many in 1912, as Schreyer & Co. In 1921
it became known simply as Schuco. The
Company’s first miniature tin cars were
introduced in the mid-1930’s, as the
Schuco Patent Motor Cars. Since its in-
ception the company has sold more than
a million toys, many of which are now
valuable collectibles.”

Amazing! William McLaren is one
of our most avid What Is It participants!
Thank you for sharing your knowledge
with us. you, of course, have won anoth-
er year’s subscription to the Mountain
States Collector! Congratulations!
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Lafayette

VISIT:

409 So.Public
Rd.

Lafayette, CO 

CONTACT:

303-926-4060
nobletreasures@
hotmail.com

Northglenn

Old Wagon Antique Mall
Come Shop With Us —Over 100 Dealers To Choose From

10685 Melody Dr. 
Northglenn, Colorado

I-25/104th

Check for Available Space
303-280-8114

https://oldwagon.wixsite.com/antique

Toys, Clocks, Glass, Furniture, Collectibles, Books
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Daily, Saturday 10:30 to 5, 12 to 4 Sundays, Closed Tuesdays

Like us on 
Facebook

STOREWIDE
SALES

Open 7 days a week 
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

3816 W. Eisenhower Blvd.
Loveland / 970-669-7440

WWW.Rockymountain
antiques.net

Loveland

Pine Emporium
16714 Pine Valley Rd.
Pine, Colorado 80470

303-838-5150
bobaaac@aol.com

Pine

Antiques, Gifts, Art Gallery, Tom Clark

Gnomes, Jewelry, Furniture, Vintage Fabric,

Clothes, Books, Glassware, Collectibles.

OPEN: Friday, Saturday and Sunday

Contest

Send your answers
to the What Is It con-
test, postmarked by
July 20, to the Moun-

tain States Collector,
P.O. Box 1003,  Bailey,
CO 80421. At least
three winners will be
drawn. Winners will re-
ceive a year’s subscrip-
tion to the Mountain

States Collector.

June’s What Is It?

July’s

What Is

It?
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Contest

We had three correct answers to our September What Is It contest. All three cor-
rectly identified the object above as a foot warmer. This particular foot warmer is
from the 1890s. It is lined with raccoon fur. It served a dual purpose: closed, it kept
a lady’s feet toasty; when the tooled Moroccan-leather top was opened, it revealed
a hidden jewel box. This is an accessory often associated with horse-drawn car-
riages. 

Carriage foot warmers come in a variety of types. One kind is made of tin over-
laid with carpeting; a small drawer holds lighted coals. Another one is simply a
block of soapstone, which retains heat very efficiently; it could be preheated in a
fireplace before being placed in a carriage. A fur-lined foot warmer was used like a
muff for the feet.

Congratulations to our three winners. They are William F. McLaren of Anchor-
age, Alaska, Donna Bennett of Littleton, Colorado and Carol Vilkaitis of Loveland,
Colorado. You all have won a year’s subscription to the Mountain States Collector.

Send your answers to the What Is It contest, postmarked by October 20, to the Moun-
tain States Collector, P.O. Box 1003, Bailey, CO 80421.

Three winners will be drawn from correct entries received. Winners will receive a
year’s subscription to the Mountain States Collector.

September’s What Is It?October’s What Is It?

Greeley

Subscribe to the Collector
1 year (12 issues)

$18.00
2 years (24 issues)

$32.00
3 years (36 issues)

$45.00

Name:
Address:
City:
State: Zip:

Return to: Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Box 1003, Bailey, CO  80421-1003
or visit mountainstatescollector.com

Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.
Outside North America $70.00 per year. 

No refunds.
Make check payable to Spree Enterprises, Inc.

To advertise in 
the Mountain

States Collector,
call 

Spree Publishing at 
303-674-1253 
or e-mail us 

at 
spreepub@aol.com

or
spreepub@mac.com

Happy 
Halloween!
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The Brass Armadillo is a professionally
operated business that takes antiques and
collectibles seriously. We work to have quality
items at good prices.

The mall is open from 9am to 9pm. every
day, except Christmas. We host seminars,
workshops and training events.
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Colorado
11301 W. I-70 Frontage Rd. 303-403-1677

Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 877-403-1677

Open 7 Days a Week 

9 am - 9 pm

Happy Fourth of July!


