
The year was 1992 when the Colorado Antique Gallery first
opened their doors.  Gas was $1.12 a gallon and a stamp was 29 cents.
Guns N Roses, Billy Ray Cyrus, and Boyz 2 Men were at the top of
the music charts.  The median household income was $30,000, and
the average house cost $144,000.  The oldest Baby Boomers were still
in their 40’s, and the Barcelona Olympic games had just ended.
Things have changed mightily over the past 29 years, but the
Colorado Antique Gallery has endured and remains Littleton’s go-to
stop for antiques and collectibles from all eras.

To celebrate their 29th Anniversary the Colorado Antique Gallery is
having a month-long sale with up to 50% off.  With nearly 300 vendors
on sale, you are bound to find something you can’t live without. The 29th
Anniversary sale started February 26th, and runs until Monday April 5th.
Located at 5501 S. Broadway in Littleton, Colorado, since 1992 the
Colorado Antique Gallery has become a center for the antique enthusiasts
and collectors for nearly three decades.  What have been the keys to their
longevity?  Their loyal and growing customer base, their pool of great
dealers, and their unsurpassed customer service, to name a few.  Without
these key ingredients the Gallery would not be here today.  

To celebrate their
22nd Anniversary,
Brass Armadillo will
be having an Anniver-
sary Sale March 12,
13, and 14—15% off
of everything in the
Mall. (The “Antique
Army” gets an addi-
tional $5 off every pur-
chase over $20.) Then
on March 27th, they
will have a Case Sale,
which will be 25% off
of anything in a locked
case. These sales
promise to be very well
attended. Certainly you
will find that special
something you’ve been looking for.

In our effort to learn more about
this outstanding mall, we talked to

David Simonsen, the General Man-
ager of the Brass Armadillo Mall.
After 22 years, this Mall is an institu-
tion. We were curious how this hap-
pened and how they run this delight-
ful mall.

Dave credits it to the philosophy
of their SAT program. SAT means Se-
curity, Accountability and Traffic. 

Security includes their systems
camera, their tracking program, se-
curity tags and the fact that their
vendors get paid every two weeks
without fail.

Accountability means that the
Brass Armadillo is strictly the land-
lord or as Dave says, facilitator.
Sales employees for both cases and
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Old Crows Antique Mall
10081 West Bowles Avenue

Littleton, Colorado 303-973-8648

The Antique Brothers,
Timmy and Joseph Crawford, Welcome You

New Dealers Welcome!

Happy Antiquing!

H a p p y  S t .  P a t ’ s  D a y !

GREAT SAVINGS
THROUGHOUT 

MARCH
(Dealer Choice Sales)

Wed. thru Sunday —
TURN-TABLE BARBECUE

Food Trucks
Mon. - Thurs. 9am - 6pm

Fri.  - Sat.  9am - 7pm
Sun. 12pm - 5pm

Senior Hour
9-10 am Mon. - Sat.

Check out our New Local
Farmers Market (Fresh)

New Merchandise Daily

Over 230 Dealers,  
300 Fantastic Cases

Limited Space Remaining

It’s SAFE to SHOP at 
Old Crows. We adhere to 

social distance and all 
state safety guidelines

MASKS REQUIRED

World’s Largest Root Beer Bar serving ice cream floats, coffee — 
New Root Beers Weekly

www.OldCrowsAntiques.com

See Old Crows feature on Colorado’s Best,  Channels 2 & 31!
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Arvada

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd.,  Suite130, Arvada, CO 80003

2 Miles North of I-70 on Wadsworth, N.E.  Corner of 64th and Wadsworth

www.homesteadantiquemall.net

720-484-3644 Open 7 Days a Week, 10am - 6pm

Over 70 dealers with a wide variety

of antiques,  vintage furnishings,

glassware, jewelry , collect ibles,

primitives, shabby chic,  

Western, Native American, 

home decor & more.. .

Best  
of  Ar vada

Best  Antique  Mall  
in  Ar vada



In Memoriam

doll Enthusiast her Whole Life, Patty Will Be Missed
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Rockin’ Horse
Antiques & Vintage Treasures
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Pictured above: Patty, as a child, with her beloved

Lu Lu; to the lower left, Patty; and pictured below,

Patty with 4 of the Dionne quintuplet dolls, 1936 

Patricia Cress 
August 6, 1930 - 

December 30, 2020
Patty Cress, former UFDC Region 6 director,

passed away Dec 30, 2020.  Patty loved dolls and was

a doll enthusiast all her life.  Patty served as director

for Region 6 (Colorado, Wyoming, Montana) from

1989 to 1992.  Patty belonged to the Doll Study Club

of Colorado Springs from 1982 to September 2004 and

served as president for a term.  She remained a mem-

ber-at-large until August 2013.  In 2012 Patty served as

one of the Judges for collectible dolls at the Colorado

State Fair.  She rarely missed the national UFDC con-

ventions and was well known and loved by the antique

doll community.  

In addition to antique dolls Patty's interests in-

cluded miniatures, dollhouses and furniture, teddy

bears, Mexican religious icons, Mexican baskets and

carvings.

Patty will be missed not only by her family and

friends but by a great many charities that she sup-

ported.  She put her personal effort into causes

where she felt a need.  Patty created Christmas

stockings for the Salvation Army, volunteered for

over 20 years at Memorial hospital in Colorado

Springs, and personally delivered carloads of clothes

to coastal natives in Mexico.

Patricia was survived by her husband Richard,

and sons Greg and Barry, and daughter-in-law Pam.

Place of interment, Pikes Peak National Ceme-

tery, Colorado Springs.
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So. Broadway, Denver

Doll s  and  t o y s  a r e  our  pa s s i on  a t  

Turn  o f  t h e  Cen tu ry  Ant i qu e s  

Continued from page 1

Mall Feature

Colorado Antique Gallery has something for Everyone

With 285 vendors and 52,000 square feet, the Colorado Antique
Gallery has a lot to offer.  Whether you need a birthday present that says
“you’re special” or a treasure to light up a living space, the Gallery has
something for everyone.  Furniture, coins, collectibles and fine European
antiques are a few of the many fabulous finds at the Gallery.  Customers
spend hours browsing their “Miles of Aisles” in search of the next great
find.  The thrill of the hunt drives most antique and collectible enthusi-
asts…The love of preserving a piece of the past or finding a great trea-
sure…sometimes meeting a new friend in the process.

Take a trip down memory lane at the Colorado Antique Gallery, lo-
cated at 5501 S. Broadway, Littleton, Colorado.  If you are one of the
thousands of people who have entered the doors at the Colorado Antique
Gallery over the past 29 years, they would like to say, “Thank You, for
making it possible for us to serve our wonderful community over the past
twenty-nine years.” The March anniversary sale at the Colorado Antique
Gallery is one of Denver’s best.  Their dealers and staff look forward to
welcoming you soon. More info, call 303-794-8100.
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booths cannot be vendors. The staff is profes-
sional and trained. Their most recent promotion
is to Steve Fivehouse who rose from cashier to
supervisor to assistant manager.

And the last is Traffic. Brass Armadillo guar-
antees that there will be customer traffic. They
have one of the longest ranges of hours avail-
able in Colorado. They are open 9-9, 7 days a
week. They have an interstate location, which
also makes this traffic possible.

They have interesting programs for their
customers. The Antique Army rewards customer
loyalty with a credit toward future purchases. So
every dollar spent gets 1 point toward new pur-
chases. Brass Armadillo also offers a personal
shopper service. You can go on-line and let them
know what you are looking for. Then the ven-
dors can respond and tell the customer that they
have the object. “It saves time,” Dave explains.

Occupancy at the Mall is almost full. There
is some availability in cases. There is a waiting
list for both.

Brass Armadillo keeps their Facebook and
U-tube presence active. Their corporate search
engine is at optimum in other words “thru the
roof.”

Aesthetically, the Mall has just recently put
new flooring in and they have developed their
Roxie’s Café and espresso bar. There are new
owners, Geno and Brenda Baca. Geno’s moth-
er-in-law Dee is also very much a part of this
operation. They have daily specials, fresh every
day, handheld sandwiches, wraps, Reuben com-
bos, tuna and chicken, their own green chile and
breakfast burritos.

Because of COVID, the Brass Armadillo has

had to put their seminars on hold and their film-
ing on hold.

David is very proud of his staff and his
own experience with the Brass Armadillo cor-
poration (they have malls in Des Moines,
Iowa, Kansas City and Omaha, two malls in
Arizona, north and west Phoenix and, of
course, Denver.) has been very gratifying.
There are benefits and profit sharing. The cor-
poration is very generous. The Denver loca-
tion is the top performing store saleswise of
the whole Brass Armadillo network.

If you haven’t visited the Brass Armadillo,
you should. It is a great experience. If you have
any questions, give them a call. Their number is
303-403-1677.
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Mall Feature

Brass Armadillo has A Lot to Celebrate
Continued from page 1



WANTED
WANTED: ANTIQUE AFRI-

C A N   T R A D E   B E A D S .

Email pictures to DBW43

@comcast.net (12/19)

FREE
FREE FUTON SOFABED
Call 303-741-4340.

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: VIEWMASTER

-Thousands of reels, view-

ers and accessories. Call

303-986-7283/ (6-20)

F O R   S A L E   V I N TA G E

BASEBALL, BOXING and

GOLF Equipment, Call

Mike 303-986-7283. (6-20)

SALE FIGURINES  Dragons

- Birds - Rabbits. Call 303-

741-4340 (9-20)

FOR SALE: DOLLS: New
in Original Boxes. 100’s of
porcelain dolls (1990s). Vari-
ous manufacturers and
sizes. Sell individually or as
a lot. Email interest to Robert
nfaye@msn.com. (8-20)

DEALERS
DEALER SPACE AVAIL-

ABLE Florence — “An-

tique Capital of Col-

orado” Join us at one of

the largest, fastest-paced

stores in downtown Flo-

rence. 10,000 sq. ft. Open

Daily. Friendly, Knowledge-

able Staff. Stop by or call

Rena @ 719-429-3328. Lo-

ralie Antique Mall, 109 W.

Main - Florence.

CLUBS
D O   Y O U   L O V E   A N -
TIQUES, Collectibles, Art
and History? Questers is
for you! Contact: OFW
ANTIQUES@gmail.com
970-226-4432.

SERVICES
ARTIFACT ANALYSIS
/APPRAISAL, Boulder,
Colorado, 310-490-9606,
EEDUC@aol.com (9-19)
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Always

Buying

Brighton

Complete Antique
Restoration Available

Full Line of
Antiques &
Collectibles

(1/2 Blk. No. of Bridge & Main)
Brighton, CO 80601

303-659-7516

24 North Main  

W A N T E D
WANTED: Older
style gas ranges,
1920s-50s ie Cham-
bers, O’Keeffe and
Merritt, others, no
electrics 303-779-
0073 (01-07)

WANTED: Antique Heating
and Cooking Stoves, or-
nate, 303-779-0073. (01-07)

WANTED: 
TOY AIRPLANES (TMD);
factory display models;
built up plastic models. Call
Walt, 970-204-0499 ( 1-10)

WANTED: PILLIN POT-
TERY, 303-477-3923. (5-10)

WANTED: MODEL AIR-
PLANES, kits, engines, race
cars. 303-422-0408 (12-07)

WANTED: OLD VENDING
MACHINES, gumball, pea-
nut, matches, cigarette and
etc. Call Jeff (303) 775-
3250. (11-09)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES
WANTED, 303-792-2450.
(4-10)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Antique secre-
tary box circa 1850—brass
bound teak—rare-excellent
condition—$2100, set of 2
vaseline glass candle hold-
ers—short, curled base—
$150, small oil lamp circa
1800—green with white flow-
ers—never used—$150,
Royal Copenhagen tea set—
open lace pattern—num-
bered—4 pieces—hard to
find, Many McCoy pieces—

mostly flower pots—vase—
bedside bowl and pitcher set,
lg, Antique Singer sewing
machine with case, Cut
glass, 303-838-3643. Email:
jgf3643@hotmail.com

FOR SALE: A.B. Dick 310
offset press, 111 plate
maker, Michael’s collator,
Schaefer cast iron wax
melter, manuals, misc parts.
$100.00 takes all. 719-647-
8867. Pueblo West. (12-09)

DOULTON’S BOWL/
PITCHER Fontainbleau
Burslem pitcher good condi-
tion O3068K bowl small
crack $1,000 OBO 303-659-
0748. (01/10)

DEALERS
R O C K Y M O U N T A I N
ANTIQUES IN LOVELAND
wants dealers w/toys, clocks,
watches, quality knives &
razors, tools, other neat stuff.
Low rent. 970-669-7440.

DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Serendipity Mercan-
tile, Longmont, Colorado.
large building, room for more
dealers. Great parking! Call
303-776-8511. 

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to or
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

RETAIL FOR LEASE, 1400
block South Broadway, 3
spaces, 1300 to 2500 square
feet, each with storage.
Betsy 303-777-0848, bc
tournier@aol.com (08/09) 

SERVICES
BUY OR SELL ANTIQUE
BUSINESS! Licensed bro-
ker to bring together buyers
and sellers. We package
trade names, inventory,
customer lists, Real Estate
leases and sales, and cre-
ative financing and ex-
changes. 303-913-3355
www.Traylorhomes.com
Business Opportunities

C H I P S A N D P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain
repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
Sari, 303-623-4217 or
email chipsandpieces @
yahoo.com

EXPERT silver and met-
als repairs restoration.
Appraisals for insurance.
720-939-9373, nat_mx6
@hotmail.com (3-07) Lyons

Spree Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 1003
Bailey, CO 80421

WESTERN
COLLECTIONS FOR

SALE
Metal horse statues, Roy
Rogers collection. Other

Western
stars items,

Dixie 
Premiums,
movie cow-

boy and
rodeo post
cards, sad-

dles, horses, etc. on
plates, ladies with horse

calendars, Tom Beecham
convas type prints 

in frames. 
Horses on scarves 

collection, horses on
hankies collection. West-
ern neckties collection.

More items too numerous
to mention. 

Serious inquiries only!

303-432-7223

Dan’s 
Painting,

Remodeling
Wallpaper Removal,

Dry Wall Repair, Water
Damage Repair
Acoustic/Ceiling 

Removal

303-922-0792

Advertise
in the Moun-
tain States
Collector.        

Reach the
t h o u s a n d s
of antique
c o l l e c t o r s
and afficionados that enjoy
this 37 year old newspaper
devoted to the collector and to
the antique buff. 

Call 303-674-1253 for more
information.

Get more
bang for your
buck!

Drop us a line. 
We’d love to hear from you.
Our address is: P.O. Box 1003

Bailey, CO 80421
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Always

Buying

Brighton

Complete Antique
Restoration Available

Full Line of
Antiques &
Collectibles

(1/2 Blk. No. of Bridge & Main)
Brighton, CO 80601

303-659-7516

24 North Main  

W A N T E D
WANTED: Older
style gas ranges,
1920s-50s ie Cham-
bers, O’Keeffe and
Merritt, others, no
electrics 303-779-
0073 (01-07)

WANTED: Antique Heating
and Cooking Stoves, or-
nate, 303-779-0073. (01-07)

WANTED: 
TOY AIRPLANES (TMD);
factory display models;
built up plastic models. Call
Walt, 970-204-0499 ( 1-10)

WANTED: PILLIN POT-
TERY, 303-477-3923. (5-10)

WANTED: MODEL AIR-
PLANES, kits, engines, race
cars. 303-422-0408 (12-07)

WANTED: OLD VENDING
MACHINES, gumball, pea-
nut, matches, cigarette and
etc. Call Jeff (303) 775-
3250. (11-09)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES
WANTED, 303-792-2450.
(4-10)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Antique secre-
tary box circa 1850—brass
bound teak—rare-excellent
condition—$2100, set of 2
vaseline glass candle hold-
ers—short, curled base—
$150, small oil lamp circa
1800—green with white flow-
ers—never used—$150,
Royal Copenhagen tea set—
open lace pattern—num-
bered—4 pieces—hard to
find, Many McCoy pieces—

mostly flower pots—vase—
bedside bowl and pitcher set,
lg, Antique Singer sewing
machine with case, Cut
glass, 303-838-3643. Email:
jgf3643@hotmail.com

FOR SALE: A.B. Dick 310
offset press, 111 plate
maker, Michael’s collator,
Schaefer cast iron wax
melter, manuals, misc parts.
$100.00 takes all. 719-647-
8867. Pueblo West. (12-09)

DOULTON’S BOWL/
PITCHER Fontainbleau
Burslem pitcher good condi-
tion O3068K bowl small
crack $1,000 OBO 303-659-
0748. (01/10)

DEALERS
R O C K Y M O U N T A I N
ANTIQUES IN LOVELAND
wants dealers w/toys, clocks,
watches, quality knives &
razors, tools, other neat stuff.
Low rent. 970-669-7440.

DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Serendipity Mercan-
tile, Longmont, Colorado.
large building, room for more
dealers. Great parking! Call
303-776-8511. 

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to or
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

RETAIL FOR LEASE, 1400
block South Broadway, 3
spaces, 1300 to 2500 square
feet, each with storage.
Betsy 303-777-0848, bc
tournier@aol.com (08/09) 

SERVICES
BUY OR SELL ANTIQUE
BUSINESS! Licensed bro-
ker to bring together buyers
and sellers. We package
trade names, inventory,
customer lists, Real Estate
leases and sales, and cre-
ative financing and ex-
changes. 303-913-3355
www.Traylorhomes.com
Business Opportunities

C H I P S A N D P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain
repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
Sari, 303-623-4217 or
email chipsandpieces @
yahoo.com

EXPERT silver and met-
als repairs restoration.
Appraisals for insurance.
720-939-9373, nat_mx6
@hotmail.com (3-07) Lyons

WESTERN
COLLECTIONS FOR

SALE
Metal horse statues, Roy
Rogers collection. Other

Western
stars items,

Dixie 
Premiums,
movie cow-

boy and
rodeo post
cards, sad-

dles, horses, etc. on
plates, ladies with horse

calendars, Tom Beecham
convas type prints 

in frames. 
Horses on scarves 

collection, horses on
hankies collection. West-
ern neckties collection.

More items too numerous
to mention. 

Serious inquiries only!

303-432-7223

Dan’s 
Painting,

Remodeling
Wallpaper Removal,

Dry Wall Repair, Water
Damage Repair
Acoustic/Ceiling 

Removal

303-922-0792

Advertise
in the Moun-
tain States
Collector.        

Reach the
t h o u s a n d s
of antique
c o l l e c t o r s
and afficionados that enjoy
this 37 year old newspaper
devoted to the collector and to
the antique buff. 

Call 303-674-1253 for more
information.

Get more
bang for your
buck!

Drop us a line. 
We’d love to hear from you.
Our address is: P.O. Box 1003

Bailey, CO 80421

CLASSIFIED ADS:

The Mountain States Collector, a tabloid

newspaper dedicated to promoting the enjoyment

of antiquing and collecting in the Rocky Mountain

region, is distributed the first weekend of every

month through shops, auctions, flea markets and

antique shows, and is mailed to subscribers. 

(Opinions of the writers contained herein are

not necessarily the opinions of the publishers.)

Advertising information: call Jon DeStefano at 720-276-2777 or email him at jondestef@gmail.com

or for any other information, call Spree Enterprises, 303-674-1253 or email us at customerservice@mountainstatescollector.com.
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Fascinated by Hand Fans? Join FANA!
Fan Association of North America

• Connect, share & learn with other enthusiasts 
• Join at: fanassociation.org
• Enjoy the benefits of membership
• Find us on Facebook “Hand Fan Collectors” 
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Denver

Temporarily Closed

Grand 

Reopening

Coming Soon!

Happy Easter, 
Sunday, April 4

May everything be 
fresh and new.

Civil War Book Now at
Barnes and Noble, Too
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Unique 
Treasures

Antiques & Collectibles

7341 W. 44th Avenue, 
Wheat Ridge, Colorado

1 Block East of Wadsworth on 44th

OPEN Tuesday-Saturday 10 am - 5 pm

303-993-3868
Over 20 Dealers to Shop From *Rental Space Available

Vintage Decor, Furniture, Toys, Linens, Jewelry and More

CO
LL
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S TREASURES

TREASURES

Wheat Ridge

By Peggy DeStefano

My sister Mary Sikora has spent her life researching our
ancestors. She spent an awful lot of time tracing our moth-
er’s side but has at times dabbled in my Dad’s story. he was
1/2 Irish and 1/2 German. It is so much fun to learn the re-
sults of her research. I am forever grateful to her. I thought I
would share it with our readers.

here is what my sister Mary discovered about my Dad’s
Irish 1/2:

“Searching for my father: harold Patrick Sweeney.
Discovering his family has been a journey obscured by half-
remembered tales and lost stories. 

I knew we had a German grandmother and that our fa-
ther always liked "sour meat," otherwise known as sauerbrat-
en. And it began with the surety of the older ones that the
Irish ones came from County Cork. I also heard that some-
one was born on the ship over. One heard something about a
Sweeney ancestor that jumped off the boat in the harbor to
make it to the American shore rather than go down with a
sinking ship or something. Some of you may have heard the
variation. That's all I remember hearing.

THE IRISH

They are part of the huge Irish exodus to America that
began mid-18th century in Ireland. And, they appear to be
part of the great amnesia the Irish in Ireland and in America
share. Many say it was because they wanted to forget the
hardships. The poverty. The famine.

here's what I had to begin the search: 
A carbon copy of a letter my father sent to a company

in Ireland, saying he was coming over and that his great-
grandparents' names were Owen and hattie Sweeney. I
didn't have a return letter, so I don't know what the company
sent back to him. 

I also had a letter from Ellis Island, thanking him for his
contribution.

here's what I learned as I searched: 
In the 1870 census, Patrick Sweeney (the first to come)

and his wife Margaret are living with daughter Margaret (age
7 months). his age is given as 37, which puts his birth date

around 1833. he says
he works in an ice
house. There is anoth-
er daughter there
named Annie. She is
age 12 and is attend-
ing school. Annie is
apparently born in
Ohio. In the 1880
census, he is listed as
living at 215 Broad-
way Street. he says
he is 55. That would
date his birth to
around 1825.

Patrick's grand-
daughter, Gertrude
Troxel, whom I interviewed in a Cincinnati nursing home,
said her mother was Annette Kaveny and her grandmother
was Gertrude Sweeney harnish. She said there was a first
marriage for Patrick and among the children of that marriage
were Anna Sweeney Spear who lived in Serinac, NY, (near
Oneida). The cemetery lot in New St. Joseph Cemetery was
owned by someone named Spear which, according to
Gertrude Troxel is the married name of one of Patrick's chil-
dren from his first marriage.

She said that Patrick's daughter, Margaret (from the sec-
ond marriage), died in a fire in the Over-the-Rhine district in
Cincinnati. She said that John Sweeney (from the second
marriage) had an "open leg," whatever that meant at the time. 

It is my belief that Margaret (of the second marriage)
changed her age frequently. She appeared to get younger in
each census. In the census data, we see that Margaret reports
having had five children, but four are alive. That appears to
account for the younger Margaret’s death. John, the one with
the "open leg" is almost always living with his mother. After
she dies, he becomes a boarder in various Cincinnati homes.
he is always listed as a laborer. 

Margaret Dyer (Dwyer) was Patrick's second wife. We
have her death certificate on file. It says her father's name (as

we look at it) was hugh "Dyer" born in Ireland. And her
mother is Margaret, that from the New St. Joseph Cemetery
records. It also says she died of "acute dilation of heart." The
New St. Joseph Cemetery records indicate she was 60 years
old when she died (same as the death certificate). 

All this did not prepare me for Ireland. Not at all. My
husband John and I went over in 1998 to begin that search.
Everywhere we went in County Sligo, we met with
Sweeneys. They all agreed we were related because they all
were in Sligo. 

Yet, no one knew which of the many Owens and Patricks
were ours. These were common names for the Sweeneys in
Sligo and the connections were blurred. The Dyers (or
Dwyers, depending on the records) were the same. When I
went to the Family Research Center, they found a lot of hugh
Dyers married to Margarets. There was simply no way to
know for sure, given my prediliction for proofs.

I hired a driver one day while John was playing golf in
Donegal. The driver took me to every possible Sweeney abode
he could find. We knocked on many doors and we found . . . are
you ready? We found a harold Patrick Sweeney. I took John back
to meet him later. harold had checked with his family and he
said they knew only that he'd been named for someone in Amer-
ica. But his family assured him it wasn't our harold Patrick. Of
course, they were just guessing, he said. 

Then, the Irish harold Patrick Sweeney (who looked like
a version of our Uncle Jimmy, as did many of them) took
John and I to the ruins of the old homestead. he'd taken the
stones from the old building to help build his new house. But
he'd left the stables up. You see, he said when he took over
the property, he realized the stables had been whitewashed.
he heard that Sweeney families had come to live in the sta-
ble rooms in the worst times. One family to a stall. he thought
he should leave the stables up. The Irish do that a lot. It's a
visual memory as opposed to a visceral memory.

It was then that the horror of the Irish starving times
came to us. And we understood how they chose to forget who
was whom back then. The Irish Sweeneys were living better
in 1998 than they had lived since the time of Oliver Cromwell

so Much to Learn About Your Irish Ancestors
Holiday

North Denver

C o n n i e ’ s A n t i q u e s  &  T r e a s u r e s
3832 Tennyson Street ,  Denver,  CO 80212

720-557-2563 •  Wednesday thru Sunday 10-6

American History March Anniversaries

March 1: Ratification of the Articles of Confederation

(1781)

March 5: 251st Anniversary of the

Boston Massacre (1770)

March 11: Congress establishes

Army Corps of Engineers (1779)

March 16: James Madison, “Fa-

ther of the Constitution,” born

(1751)

March 22: Stamp Act passed by

Parliament (1765)

March 29: National Vietnam War

Veterans Day

Subscriptions

Subscribe to the Collector
1 year (12 issues) $18.00
2 years (24 issues) $32.00
3 years (36 issues) $45.00

Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Return to: Spree Enterprises, Box 1003, Bailey, CO  80421-1003

Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.   Outside North America $70.00 per year. 
No refunds.

Please include your email address so we can send it to

you electronically as well.

Continued on page 11

James Sweeney and Flora Arlinghaus



Salvage, Antiques, Vintage, Etc.
200 West block of Main St.

Facebook shop 24/7: www.facebook.com/saveinflorence/shop/

Erin and Barna, 719-821-3263
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We take great 
pride in being a

“great little town” 
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

 

       

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstrations 
Weekends in January

115 East Main 719-372-6677
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We take great
pride in being a
“great little town”

where you’re 
a stranger 
only once!

Antique 

Warehouse
Vintage Lighting & Western Accoutrements

110 E. Main Street, 

Florence, CO 81226

719-372-1016

By Anne Gilbert

When the Richard Wright doll collection is auctioned off
at Skinner’s Auction Gallery October 10 in Marlborough,
Massachusetts, some dating to the 18th century many types
will be offered. They range from a large Queen Anne doll in
a mahogany and veneered display case, c. 1720 with an esti-
mate of $50,000/70,000 to a small, papier-mâché, German
doll, c.1840 estimated at $800/1,200.

Of special interest are two "fashion" dolls. Both by Mme
Rohmer, France, c. 1865 and 1870. Also offered is a fashion
doll accessory kit, c. 1870. It has an estimate of $400/600.
Over the last decade they have been rediscovered by collec-
tors. Even recent examples such as the Barbie dolls with their
wardrobes and the Madame Alexander fashion dolls have
become serious collectibles.

From the 15th into the 18th century elegantly dressed
"lady" or "fashion" dolls were popular. They were designed
as adult figures. The first fashion "baby doll" was made
around 1710. Actually they are not a type of doll but a func-
tional use of them. However, any type of doll could be
dressed in the latest adult or children’s fashion and travel to
show off the latest fashions. It was so important to European
nobility that the dolls were passed from court to court even
when the countries were at war.

By the 19th century doll makers used their most expen-
sive models dressed in Paris fashions around the world.
Among them Jumeau, Bru, Roch and others. Heads were of a
variety of materials from bisque to china heads made by the
famous French porcelain firm Sevres.

In the 1930s American made fashion dolls captured
the market with dolls that could perform various func-
tions. Eyes would open and shut: dolls could drink

water and even wet themselves.
CLUES: If an antique fashion doll can be attributed to a

known maker the price goes up. When found these days they
are usually wearing only a string of beads. It was Madame
Alexander who created "grown up" fashion dolls in 1952,
changing the look of American dolls. Her dolls were dressed
in "high fashion" using quality materials. She created "Cissie"
in the 1950s, the first full-figured adult figure fashion doll.

Of course, the most popular fashion doll of all time was
created when Barbie® made her debut as a Mattel Toy in
1959. Also introduced in the 50s(1956) was the Ideal Toy
Corporation’s "Miss Revlon" doll. She was among the first
dolls to have high-heeled feet and the figure of an adult
woman.

Discoveries of early fashion dolls are still being made.
Research the many books on the subject so you know what

they look like and get acquainted with specialized doll auc-
tions such as Theriaults, online and collector auctions held by
Skinner.
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We take great 
pride in being a

“great little town” 
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

Antique Detective

Variety of Rare Dolls Still Come to Auction

Sedalia

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstration (weaving and
spinning) and Sale — Nov. 27, 28, 29

115 East Main 719-372-6677

Find It All in Florence
Antique Capital of Colorado

Rena Pryor

Well, if it isn't March again.  Time to not be thinking of the be-

deviled year behind us, but of the potential for great times, fun and

adventure ahead.  At least, that's what the Little People tell me.  And,

yes, those who know me, are aware that I communicate regularly

with elves, gnomes, boggarts, an occasional faery now and again,

and even leprechauns (if I am lucky enough).  I am one of the local

authorities on "unseen beings" (self proclaimed, of course, as most

of us are).  March is one of my favorite times of year.  It might be a

bit too chilly here in Colorado to go out hunting "unseen beings," but

it is the best time to study up on their habits and habitats.  Also, a

great time to plan a faery garden complete with a faery cottage, faery

doors, and gates, etc. 

Once upon a time, people all over the world believed in faery

folk.  These nature spirits inhabited every living thing.  It was rude

and sometimes even dan-

gerous to disturb their envi-

ronment as retribution could be troublesome at the least and deadly at

the most.  Over time, humans decided they could control Nature and so

began the destruction we are attempting to cope with today...a topic I

have not nearly enough space here to address. Recently however, a

resurgence of interest in folk and faery lore has begun...and none too

soon, I might add.  hopefully, this will encourage an interest in pre-

serving and restoring "wildlife" areas.  

On these blustery March days, I would suggest perusing some

gnome tomes for your education and entertainment.  Though a few of

these might be hard to find, they are well worth the search:  Gnomes

by Rien Poortvliet and Wil huygen, Faeries by Brian Froud and Alan

Lee, Good Faeries/Bad Faeries by Brian Froud, and The World Guide to Gnomes, Fairies, Elves and Other Lit-

tle People by Thomas Keightley.  

On those sunny days through March 20, trust me you can find gnomes in Florence. Come take a look!      

*Remember Covid Restrictions apply.

Happy 

St. Patrick’s Day!

shamrocks, Green Beer and the Little People
By Sandy Dale

Gnomadic Adventure in Fremont County

Find the gnomes and elves hiding in Florence, Canon City

and Penrose in participating shops throughout Fremont

County.  Take a selfie with the Little People you find.  Look

for information and instructions on Facebook at Fremont

First or Fremont360. Over 40 Gnomes!! Win great prizes!!



who had them crushed.
Sligo was the last bastion of
Irish freedom then. They
weren't going to remember
the horror that followed. 

It was then that the re-
alization that what we'd
heard about the Sweeney
family was true. They were
mercenaries. They took
money to fight. They taught
others to fight. They went to
Scotland in the year 1000
A.D. for 300 years to fight
for and to teach the Mac-
Donalds. They came back to
Ireland after the battle of
Bannockburn, which they

lost. They took up the battles
of the O'Donnells then. 

In Dublin, I talked with
the head of the younger clan
(not the Banagh, because
our clan head is in Canada),
but Loughlin Sweeney. I dis-
covered that many of the de-
fensive castles around the
northern part of Ireland were
built by the Sweeneys. I also
discovered that they earlier
had married into the
Vikings. That explains the

periodic tallness I saw. That
explains the taller Uncle
Jimmy, too. Or, so I think.
(Peg's note: My Uncle
Jimmy, my Dad's brother,
was over 6 feet tall. The
other Sweeneys were short-
er including my father.)

So, we came from
County Sligo in Ireland. (On
the German side, we came
from Dinklage, Oldenburg
in Germany. That’s another
story.) And our grandparents
met because they were liv-
ing in the same neighbor-
hood in Cincinnati, working
in the same factories. They
were chairmakers, shoe lac-
ers, buttermakers. Flora, our
grandmother, was a laun-
dress right before she mar-
ried Grandpa. 

We didn't come from
Cork. And we came much
earlier than Ellis Island. And
there are no records of ship
jumping or birthing, as it
were. I’ll continue my re-
search.There is so much to
learn.”

Thank you, Mary!
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Lafayette

VISIT:
409 So.Public Rd.
Lafayette, CO 

CONTACT:
303-926-4060
nobletreasures@
hotmail.com

HOURS:
Mon.-Sat., 
10am-6pm
Sun. 12 pm-5pm

80026

Northglenn

Old Wagon Antique Mall
Come Shop With Us —Over 100 Dealers To Choose From

10685 Melody Dr. 
Northglenn, Colorado

I-25/104th

Check for Available Space
303-280-8114

https://oldwagon.wixsite.com/antique

Toys, Clocks, Glass, Furniture, Collectibles, Books
10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Daily, 12 to 4 Sundays, Closed Tuesdays

Like us on 
Facebook

STOREWIDE
SALES

Open 7 days a week 
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

3816 W. Eisenhower Blvd.
Loveland / 970-669-7440

WWW.Rockymountain
antiques.net

Loveland

Irish Ancestry

Finding Our Father’s People

Pine Emporium
16714 Pine Valley Rd.
Pine, Colorado 80470

303-838-5150
bobaaac@aol.com

Pine

Antiques, Gifts, Art Gallery, Tom Clark

Gnomes, Jewelry, Furniture, Vintage Fabric,

Clothes, Books, Glassware, Collectibles.

OPEN: Friday, Saturday and Sunday

Contest

Send your answers to
the What Is It contest,
postmarked by March 20,
to the Mountain States

Collector, P.O. Box 1003,
Bailey, CO 80421. At
least three winners will be
drawn. Winners will re-
ceive a year’s subscrip-
tion to the Mountain

States Collector.

March’s What Is It?
We had several correct guesses for

our March’s What Is It!
Congratulations to Dennis Dahl,

Denver, Colorado; Terry Cook, Ft.
Morgan, Colorado, who says, “This is
a dropside toaster from the 1920s to
1930s. I believe it is electric even
though no cord is visible. Sometimes
you can see one in a table scene in an
old movie;” Jerome McLaren of
Conifer, Colorado says, “It is a 1929
Universal brand antique art deco dou-
ble-sided flipping toaster;” Jacque
Rutledge, Northglenn, Colorado; Elsie
Claire Loyle, Wichita, Kansas; Jonah Maziarz of Denver, Colorado, who says, “This
is an electric toaster made more than 100 years ago. The heating element is in the
center of the appliance. The two outer frames, held the bread and were automatically
turned by pushing the corresponding button. These buttons are located on the lower
left;” William McLaren of Anchorage, Alaska, tells us, “This item is an early electric
toaster made by Landers, Frary & Clark of New Britain, Connecticut under their trade
name “Universal,” designated Universal Model E9410. Its design was patented in
1929. The model was known fondly by collectors as the “Sweetheart.” Considered
advanced for its time, the Sweetheart was attractive in design and included some
clever features. It cooks two slices at a time in a swiveling cage, controlled by two
buttons by the base which enable the toasting of both sides of each slice. The unit
also boasts a nickel-plated body embossed with classical motifs and feet, buttons and
handles of ivory-colored bakelite;” Jeannie Reynolds, Nederland, Colorado; Michele
Pontious, Belleair, Florida; and Vicky Kellan of Castle Pines, Colorado. 

Thank you all for guessing our March’s What Is ti. You have added so much to
the contest! And, you have all won a year’s subscription to the Mountain States

Collector!

April’s What Is It?
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Contest / Books

This month’s What Is It was sent to us
by Julie Wentz from Aurora, Colorado. Can
you guess what it is?

Send your answers to the What Is It
contest, postmarked by March 20, to the
Mountain States Collector, P.O. Box 1003,
Bailey, CO 80421.

Three winners will be drawn from
correct entries received. Winners will
receive a year’s subscription to the Moun-
tain States Collector.

February’s What Is It?

March’s
What Is It?

Greeley

We had no correct guesses for January’s What Is It Contest. 
These are ancient Roman keys. They were generally crafted from bronze or

brass and were often designed to be worn as finger rings as these were.
Locks and keys are often caked with dust and dirt when you find them. Do not

do more than a rudimentary cleaning since they are worth more if they retain their
antique patina. A mild household detergent strips surface grime off brass or bronze.
Iron can be washed with kerosene and left outdoors to dry. A good cleaning could
reduce value greatly so be careful.

You can win a year’s subscription to The Mountain States Collector. Venture a
guess for March’s What Is It. Good luck!

By Robert Reed

The small world of those legendary Hot
Wheels miniatures deserves recognition after
all these years. And it gets it in Hot Wheels:
40 Years by Angelo Van Bogart.

This year marks of the 40th anniversary
of those wonderful little Mattel vehicles that
began rolling forward in 1968.
From the beginning the detailed die-cast cars
were both ‘hot’ and ‘cool’ at the same time in
the minds of countless youngsters. The
author tells this absorbing story very well and
provides hundreds of high quality full-color
photographs to complete the textural evolu-
tion of the mighty Hot Wheels.

The author comments, "this book
explains the magic of Hot Wheel cars
through the eyes of someone who, like many
collectors,begged his parents for Hot Wheel

cars as a kid and grew into an adult collector."
Van Bogart is also author of 100 Years of
Cadillac, a columnist for Toy Cars and Mod-
els, and a very dedicated collector of Hot
Wheels.

"The creators of Hot Wheels, the mar-
keting agents behind the brand and the
designers were all part of the magic," he adds,
"and many of them explain (in the book) the
cars and the processes that made that magic."

For all of its comprehensive coverage,
Hot Wheels: 40 Years is not a price guide.
The same publisher, Krause Publications,
provides the third edition of Hot Wheels Vari-
ations by Michael Zarnock for that task. Van
Bogart’s book however is good reading.

Hot Wheels: 40 Years by Angelo Van
Bogart, hardcover, color illustrated, 256
pages, is $30 plus shipping from Krause
Books, 1-800-258-0929.

Hot Wheels Volume 
Documents 40 Years

More Good Reading—
Toys & Prices, 15th edition, edited by Karen O’Brien.
Another treasure chest of toys, with 32,000 items. Soft-
cover, 2,000 photos, 824 pages, $21.99 plus shipping
from Krause Publications, 1-800-258-0929.
The Best of Costume Jewelry, 4th edition, by Nancy
Schiffer. Absolutely gleaming with hundreds of daz-
zling pieces. Softcover, updated prices, color pho-
tographs, index, 176 pages, $29.95 plus shipping from
Schiffer Publishing, 4880 Lower Valley Rd., Atglen,
PA 19310
Warman’s Carnival Glass, 2nd edition, by Ellen
Schroy. A sparkling volume with values and more than
1,000 color photos. Softcover, 256 pages, $24.99 plus
shipping from Krause Publications, 1-800-258-0929.
Madame Alexander, 2008 Collector’s Dolls Price
Guide, number 33, by Linda Crowsey. Thousands of
values from Active Miss to Special Event Exclusives.
Softcover, color illustrations, 112 pages, $14.95 plus
shipping from Collector Books, 1-800-626-5420.
Antique Trader Tools Price Guide, 2nd edition, by
Clarence Blanchard. Full tool box of a volume, with
2,000 listings from Adzes to Wrenches. Softcover, 700
color photos, index, 302 pages, $22.99 plus shipping
from Krause Publications, 1-800-258-0929.
Complete Price Guide to Watches, number 28, by
Richard Gilbert, Tom Engle, and Cooksey Shugart. The

latest edition with thousands of price changes. Softcov-
er, 1,200 pages, 7,800 illustrations, $29.95 plus ship-
ping from Collector Books, 1-800-626-5420.
Comic book Checklist & Price Guide, 14th edition,
by Maggie Thompson, Brent Frankenhoff, and Peter
Bickford. Individual listings for 125,000 comics from
1961 to present. Softcover, 808 pages, 2,000 photos,
$19.99 plus shipping from Krause Publications, 1-800-
258-0929.
Redware, America’s Folk Art Pottery, 4th edition, by
Kevin McConnell. Nifty little volume with color pho-
tos and updated prices. Softcover, 96 pages, $12.95
plus shipping from Schiffer Publishing, 4880 Lower
Valley Rd., Atglen, PA 19310.
Standard Catalog of Winchester Firearms by
Joseph Cornell. An excellent edition with 350 color
photos and collector pricing for 700 models. Hardcov-
er, index, 288 pages, $29.99 plus shipping from Gun
Digest Books, 1-800-258-0929.
Flayderman’s Guide to Antique American
Firearms, 9th edition, by Norm Flayderman. Sweep-
ing coverage from early 1700s to early 1900s, includes
4,000 individual prices. Softcover, 1,800 photos,
index, 800 pages, $39.99 plus shipping from Gun
Digest Books, 1-800-258-0929.

(Book reviews by Robert Reed, Antique and
Collectible News Service, PO Box 204, Knight-
stown, IN 46148.)

Subscribe to the Collector
1 year (12 issues) $18.00
2 years (24 issues) $32.00
3 years (36 issues) $45.00

Name:
Address:
City:
State: Zip:

Return to: Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Box 1003, Bailey, CO  80421-1003

Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.
Outside North America $70.00 per year. 

No refunds.
Make check payable to Spree Publishing.
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The Brass Armadillo is a professionally
operated business that takes antiques and
collectibles seriously. We work to have quality
items at good prices.

The mall is open from 9am to 9pm. every
day, except Christmas. We host seminars,
workshops and training events.
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Colorado
11301 W. I-70 Frontage Rd. 303-403-1677

Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 877-403-1677

Open 7 Days a Week 

9 am - 9 pm

Happy St. Pat’s Day!


