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We Love Homestead Antique Mall

Valentine’s
Day sets the
tone for
February!
Enjoy!

Homestead Antique Mall Celebrates
Eight Years of Success
By Kimmity Ramer

American History
February Anniversaries
February 1 —
National Freedom Day (1865)
February 2 —
Groundhog Day
February 4 —
George Washington elected first President (1789)
February 4 —
Founding of the USO (1941)
February 12—
Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday
February 14 —
Valentine’s Day

February 15 —

Wow !
8 Years have flown
by and Homestead Antique Mall is thankful
for every one of them.
This year has been the
most challenging of all
for all of us.
2020 brought out a
ton of challenges both
personal and in particular for small businesses
all over our state and industry. The "Antique"
business is for the most
part a true small business. Since we have
opened we have weathered and survived the
floods of 2013, fires throughout our state, countless
blizzards and even a bomb cyclone..... Then comes
along a global pandemic!
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Challenging to be sure! We at Homestead
Antique Mall are up for it! And Andy and Leanne
along with all of the dealers at the mall are so Thankful for the continued support of the store. We knew
when we started out in Arvada, we had the beginnings of something great.
The success of the store
has been phenomenal, and
Andy has worked so hard
building it up to what it is
today. Having the best
dealers in the antique
world helps!
Homestead Antique
Mall is looking forward to
2021, and we are expecting to have a great year.
We would like to invite
everyone to come in and
visit us. We are 12,000 +
square feet of varied mer-

Time Capsules—
Boon or Boondoggle
Page 9

Antique Kitchen
Appliances
Page 11

Find the gnomes and elves hiding in Florence
and Canon City and in participating shops
throughout Fremont County. Take a selfie with
the Little People you
find. Look for information and
instructions
on Facebook
at
F re m o n t
First or
call Pam
at
719431-3461.
Win prizes—
great prizes!!
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www.mountainstatescollector.com

Happy Valentine’s Day!

Old Crows Antique Mall

10081 West Bowles Avenue
Littleton, Colorado 303-973-8648
The Antique Brothers,
Timmy and Joseph Crawford, Welcome You
Limited Space Still Available
World’s Largest Root Beer Bar serving ice cream floats, coffee —
New Root Beers Weekly

Everything Your Valentine Might Want

GREAT SAVINGS
THROUGHOUT
FEBRUARY
(Dealer Choice Sales)
Wed. thru Sunday —
TU RN-TABLE BARBECUE
Food Trucks
Mon. - Thurs. 9am - 6pm
Fri. - Sat. 9am - 7pm
Sun. 12pm - 5pm
Senior Hour
9-10 am Mon. - Sat.

Check out our New Local
Farmers Market (Fresh)
New Merchandise Daily
Over 230 Dealers,
300 Fantastic Cases
Li mited Space Remai ning
It’s SAFE to SHOP at
Old Crows. We adhere to
social distance and all
state safety gui delines
MASKS REQUIRED

www.OldCrowsAntiques.com

Happy Antiquing!
www.mountainstatescollector.com
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Arvada

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd., Suite130, Arvada, CO 80003
2 Miles North of I-70 on Wadsworth, N.E. Corner of 64th and Wadsworth

www.homesteadantiquemall.net
720-484-3644 Open 7 Days a Week, 10am - 6pm

Over 70 dealers with a wide variety
of antiques, vintage furnishings,
glassware, jewelry, collectibles,
primitives, shabby chic,
Western, Native American,
home decor & more...
4 FebruArY 2021 —Mountain States Collector

Best
of Arvada
Best Antique Mall
in Arvada
www.mountainstatescollector.com

Mall Feature

Homestead Antiques thrives In Spite of Challenges
Continued from page 1
chandise. From farmhouse antiques to mid-mod to
vintage clothing to an amazing wide array of antiques
and collectibles. With over 70 dealers we have a constantly changing inventory of fabulous finds.
Andy and Leanne would like to Thank every visitor to
our store. We are extremely THANKFuL for our continued support from the community and our customers.
both new and old alike. We feel we have the best employees and the best dealers any antique mall could have.
Come in and visit us! Homestead Antique Mall
is at the 6530 Wadsworth bypass, in Arvada, Colorado. (It’s 2 miles north of I-70 on Wadsworth
blvd., the N.e. Corner of 64th and Wadsworth blvd.)
Do some treasure hunting and have a great time looking around for that fabulous find!
We are open seven days a week, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
We are ready to help you find that special gift or just
help you with developing your collections.

Happy Valentine’s Day
Readers, be sure to visit your local
antique dealer or mall to find that
perfect Valentine’s gift. Tell them the
Mountain States Collector sent you!

Rockin’ Horse
Antiques & Vintage Treasures
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Dealer Space Available
Something for Everyone

www.mountainstatescollector.com
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States Collector, P.O. Box 1003, Bailey, CO
80421.
Three winners will be drawn from correct
entries received. Winners will receive a year’s
subscription to the Mountain States Collector.

August’s
What
Is It?
January’s
What
Is It?
Contes t

Wow! Once again we had quite a few

We had quite guesses
a fewand
guesses
forwere
ourcorrect!
January
most of them
what is itof
is indeed
a VictoWhat Is It. briefly as August’s
Serge Silver
Golden
said,
chatelaine.
This one ischatelaine
of copper
silver
Victorian-era
“This is a sterling rian
alloy. It clasped to a belt to dangle chains
with seven implements.”
Suzanne
Capra
of Wheat
holding, from
left, a case
for pins,
noteridge adds, “Victorian
women
worethimble
this attached
book with
ivory leaves,
and case,
needlecase,
sheathed
scissors,
and
to a belt and it contained
sewing
items
or pencil
any other
scent bottle.
wear.”
Jean Helzer of Arvathing the lady chose toHere
are our winners: Suzanne
da pointed out thatCapra,
“Ladies
yore hadWheat
it attached
Pattyof
Echelmeyer,
Ridge,
Colorado;
Miller,scissors,
Linda Ezell,
to their belt for easy
accessCheryl
to their
neeFort Collins, Colorado; Lee Beyer, Coldles, smelling salts,
pen
&
paper,
etc.”
Carol
orado Springs, Colorado; Judy Hess,
Colorado
that
with a
Vilkaitis of Loveland,
Greeley,
Colorado; said
Charles
Pheasant,
Centennial,
Colorado;
Chambers,
chatelaine, there’s “No
need to
carry aKay
purse!”
Terry
Larkspur,
Colorado;
Helen
Odom,
tells
us that
you
canDenfind
Cook of Fort Morgan
ver, Colorado; Starla Howe, Roggen,
miniature versionsColorado;
of chatelaines
for
Queen
Anne
Irene Downey, Littleton, Colorado;
Dottie Unruh,
Lakewood,
ColCarolyn
Kundel
of roland,
dolls, 18th century.”
orado;
Cedaredge, ColIowa reminisced with
usMarcy
aboutPeturson,
her childhood,
“I’m
orado and Janet Kessel, Saginaw, Michi86. When we were gan.
young
children,
our
town
had
Congratulations! You all have won a a
seamstress who made
clothes
for others
after
Mountain
year’s
subscription
to The(right
States
Collector!
took
our measurements and
the Depression). She
sewed clothes with no patterns. Our town seamstress was also my 4-H leader who
taught me to sew and she was our Sunday school teacher as well.”
Cheryl Miller of Ft. Collins; Dorothy unruh of Lakewood; Starla Metayer of
roggen; Jerome McLaren of Conifer; bill evans of elizabeth; Vicky Kellen of
Castle Pines and Jacque rutledge of Northglenn also correctly identified the What Is
It as a chatelaine. Thank you all so much for your contribution to our contest!
To advertise in the Mountain States Collector,

February’s
What Is It?

call Spree Publishing at

303-674-1253 or e-mail us at spreepub@mac.com

Greeley
What Is It contest, postmarked by

Send your answers to the

February 20, to the Mountain
States Collector, P.O. box 1003,
bailey, CO 80421. At least three
winners will be drawn. Winners
will receive a year’s subscription to
the Mountain States Collector.

written previous books on the subject of vintage children’s books. This
is the most comprehensive offering
to date.
The detailed listings from the
latest volume provide information on
the book’s publisher, date of publications, description of the volume, and
current value.
"The first an probably the most
important factor in driving up the
price of any collectible book is
desire," note the two authors.
"As with all types of collecting,
desire can be a fickle thing. What
collectors want today may not be
what collectors of the next generation want," they candidly point out in the
book’s introduction. "Children’s books, like
children’s toys, go through fads. Although it’s
hard to imagine a time when Harry Potter will
not rule bookshelves, J. K. Rowling has
brought her successful series to a close. It may
be that another book series will rise to equal or
greater prominence in the next decade."
Besides the initial listings, other chapters
explain pricing, first editions, and publishers’
history in brief.
In the major listing of authors in alphabetical order, the section begins in Hans Aanud
and the 1935 Sidsel Longskirt and Solve Suntrap, Two Children of Norway. It spans all the
way to Mr. Rabbit and the Lovely Present illustrated in 1962 by Maurice Sendak and written
by Charlotte Zolotow.
Encyclopedia of Collectible Children’s
Books by Diane McClure Jones and Rosemary
Jones, hardcover, 344 pages, is $29.95 plus
shipping from Collector Books, 1-800-6265420.
Established historian on the Christmas
holiday. Mother Goose of Yesteryear by Barbara Hallman Kissinger, hardcover, 128 pages
with 181 color illustrations, is $19.95 plus shipping from Pelican Publishing Company, 1-800843-1724.

So. Broadway, Denver

Alluring

GRAND REOPENING
Coming Soon!

www.mountainstatescollector.com

Inspired

Historic

Antique Row

Rookwood Pottery
Coverage Remarkable
In Latest Volume

Broadway

Rookwood pottery is beautiful, and it gets
the remarkable coverage it deserves in the latest volume on the subject.
Coverage is simply highly comprehensive
in Rockwood Pottery by Denise Rago and
Jonathan Clancy. A significant portion of that
coverage is of course the more than 1,000 highquality color photographs which fill the book’s
pages. Appropriately this timely book begins in
a quote from W.P. Jarvis writing in 1896.
"A single piece of Rookwood is an education in itself," Jarvis wrote, "and to take a piece
in the hand and feel the velvety softness, and

Subscribe to the Collector

1 year (12 issues)
2 years (24 issues)
3 years (36 issues)

Denver

look lovingly on the happy blending of painting
and glaze, is suggest of a sympathy---the music
of a half-forgotten dream."
The book includes current values with
every dazzling color photograph. Additionally
the section on early wares includes standard
glaze, Tiger Eye, Aerial Blue, Iris, Goldstone
and others. Further the section on the New
Porcelain Body includes Nacreous, French
Red, Butterfat, and Lagoon Green.
Proving the coverage from the 1880s to
the 1960s are authors Denise Rago and
Jonathan Clancy. Rago is the daughter of noted
pottery expert David Rago, and an auction
director at the Rago Arts and Auction Center in
Lambertville, New Jersey. Clancy is a veteran
art pottery researcher, working with both private and museum collections.
Rookwood Pottery by Denise Rago and
Jonathon Clancy, softcover, color illustrated,
with price and index of decorators, 256 pages,
is $24.99 plus shipping from Krause Publications, 1-800-258-0929
(Book reviews by Robert Reed, Antique
and Collectible News Service, PO Box 204,
Knightstown, IN 46148.)

Name:
Address:
City:
State:

$18.00
$32.00
$45.00

Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.
Outside North America $70.00 per year.
No refunds.
Make check payable to Spree Publishing.

Zip:

Return to: Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Box 1003, Bailey, CO 80421-1003
Mountain States Collector—SEPTEMBER 2008 15

Subscribe to the Collector

1 year (12 issues)
2 years (24 issues)
3 years (36 issues)

Subscriptions

$18.00
$32.00
$45.00

Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year. Outside North America $70.00 per year.
No refunds.
Name:
Address:
City:
State:
Zip:
Please include your email address so we can send it to
you electronically as well.

return to: Spree enterprises, box 1003, bailey, CO 80421-1003
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Dolls and toys are our passion at
Turn of the Century Antiques
www.mountainstatescollector.com

Music Collect ibles

Old Sheet Music Can Capture the times
By Maureen Timm
One of the really neat things about music, and there
are many, is that it reflects the times. Lyrics tell how people feel and about the events of the period. In many ways
music gives us a more accurate picture of people and
events of the period than any other method available.
The Catholic Church was the nurturing place for the
greatest early contributors to Western music. The earliest
music scores were written by hand, some as carefully wrought
as the illuminated literary manuscripts produced by monasteries in the Middle Ages. Musically, they offered minimal
information, giving note-pitches and word syllables under the
relevant note. There was no indication of expression, softness
or loudness, and no bar lines to indicate rhythm. It required
scholarship to write such manuscripts, so they tended to be
collected at wealthy and important musical and religious centers like Notre Dame or Venice; most european courts had
their own collections too.
Music printing was invented in 1501 by Ottaviano
Petrucci. His system was not much less laborious than the
old manuscripts and it was around 1528 that the Parisian
Pierre Attaigant developed a system more suited to mass
production, which caught on in Italy ten years later. These
early printed manuscripts still lack expression marks, dynamic instructions and bar lines. even with the new technology it was still cost-effective only to produce collections of Mass settings, motets and so on, sometimes by a
single composer, sometimes by several; and the technology was more readily available in continental centers like
Venice, rome and Paris than in england, where manuscripts continued to be the main currency of written music
well into the 16th century.
by the 18th century printing was commonplace, yet
some musicians still preferred working with manuscripts;
typed music was sometimes hard to read, especially the
values of the shorter notes, and opera houses preferred
manuscripts because they were easier to amend. Some
composers also believed that it was easier to avoid piracy
if their music remained in manuscript. So Italian composers usually had their music printed outside the Italian
states, if they had it printed at all.
Sheet music publishing was well established in the
uS by the early 19th century. Most of the music was printed with engraved plates, although in the 1820s some music

www.mountainstatescollector.com

ization on the part of music publishers of the commercial
value of printing advertising on pages of music. Companies
even issued series of sheet music to help advertise their products, notably the emerson Drug Company's promotion of
bromo-Seltzer. During World War I publishers even promoted the war effort by using the margins of the music for such
slogans as "Food will win the war, don't waste it."
Identifying the date of publication for music from this
period is sometimes difficult. There has been considerable
bibliographic interest in the printing and publishing of
music in the 18th and early 19th centuries, but little bibliographic data is available about the publications from
1825 to the Civil War. Most of the publications bear some
kind of copyright statement, but these statements are not
universal in the publications of the period before the enactment of the first uS copyright law in 1871. Also, be-

was published using the lithographic process. Lithography was not very common until the 1840s, when the development of chromolithography made illustrated title
pages economically feasible.
It is interesting to note that many of the Confederate
imprints were lithographed - a process that requires less
equipment and materials. Metal was, of course, a commodity required for the war and would have been very
scarce at that time.
The period after the Civil War saw a great increase in
music publishing activity. The stereotype process allowed
publishers to issue huge numbers of music for mass consumption. Significant numbers of sheet music continued
to be issued in the 20th century, centering around the area
of Manhattan known as "Tin Pan Alley." Many "hits” emanated from publishers such as Leo Feist, T.b. Harms, Irving berlin, Shapiro & bernstein, Von Tilzer and M. Witmark. Sheet music became so popular that it was even issued as supplements to newspapers.
With the rise of parlor music in the 1860s came a real-

cause the music was engraved on plates, the publishers
kept the plates in storage for long periods of time and
printed new copies as they ran out of stock.
1601-1776 - The Colonial Era
religious music was the first music of early colonists.
Traditional english hymns were brought to America. PilContinued on page 8
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Coll ecting Sheet M usic

Old Sheet Music Can Capture the times
Continued from page 7

grims from Southhampton and Plymouth brought with
them the "Ainsworth Psalter" imprinted in 1612 in Amsterdam. It was used until 1667 when "The bay Psalter" was
adopted. benjamin Franklin wrote and published a book of
ballads. Operas appeared. "A Mighty Fortress is our God,"
and "Yankee Doodle" are good examples of this period.
1776-1860 - Revolutionary War/Post Colonial Era
The printing of individual items of music began in
North America only after the revolution. Music still
closely linked to england. "The Stars Spangled banner"
was written in 1814. Other sons of this period include
"rock of Ages," "America," "Oh Shennandoah," "Drink
To Me Only With Thine eyes," and "Johnny's Gone For a
Soldier." Folk music and ballads were the rage. Negro
spirituals and slave music came from the African slaves.
1860-1900 - Civil War/Reconstruction Eras
Popular music just before and during the Civil War
concerned itself with political and military events. Some
of these songs
i n c l u d e d
"Amazing
Grace," "battle
Hymn of the
republic,"
"Dixie," "When
Johnny Comes
Marching
Home Again,"
black
"Old
Joe," "Carry me
back to Old
Virginny," and
"Marching
Through Georgia." religious
songs were popular including
"He
Leadeth
Me," "Gimme

CLASSIFIED ADS:
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that Old Time religion," "I'll Take You Home Again, ing artistry. Some collectors like to frame sheet music
Kathleen," "Go Tell it on the Mountain," and "My Faith which has a particularly attractive cover. Some prefer to
Looks up to Thee." Folklore music started during this pe- collect those which have photos of stars, musicals, movies
riod and included the music of the American Indians, or entertainers such as Al Jolson and eddie Cantor. Othblack Americans, mountaineers, cowboys, lumberjacks, ers prefer W.W.1, W.W.II, pre 1900 or any other categories
sailors and others.
which might be of particular interest to them.
One of the difficulties of caring for sheet music colGood care of sheet music is a must. It should be stored
lections is that they tend to be treated as printed ephemera. in an unsealed plastic bag so it can breathe. The pre 1900
Music was intended to be used, and people did exactly sheets and Sunday supplements should be given extra care,
that. It may have rested on the music rack or in the piano
as the paper used at that time was brittle and perishable.
bench, but most people played or sang the music. AnyCollectors' Prices may vary in different parts of the
thing that is used constantly will show signs of wear. Some u.S. "Over The rainbow," whole cast pictured on cover,
items survived better than others. Much of the music print- may sell for $30. "So Long Mother," Al Jolson, World War
ed from engraved plates in the 19th century is in fairly
I soldier, Jerome remick, may sell for $22. "born to
good condition because the paper was usually made of Lose," eddy Arnold, 1943, may sell for $9.00.
rags rather than wood pulp.
Paper that was used for
printing from engraved
plates tended be a little
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History

time Capsules: boon or boondoggle?
By Henry J. Pratt
Is burying our artifacts in time capsules just a game,
or is it a primitive urge to squirrel away a piece of our
lives for future generations?
If one includes the practice of lodging odds and ends
in the cornerstone of buildings, then the origin of time capsules goes back to at least ancient babylon.
Paul Hudson, a co-founder of the International Time
Capsule Society (ITCS) in Atlanta, Georgia, thinks we all
have a desire to save something for the future. "It's very
human,"" he says. "Our lifetimes are so short."
"burying time capsules," Hudson maintains, "is a way
that someone a hundred or more years from now can see
remnants of our lives. It's that urge for immortality."
To Hudson and others who founded the ITCS in 1990,
time capsules are serious business. That's why the ITCS
was organized—to maintain a registry of all known time
capsules, and to serve as a clearinghouse of information
about them.
Stashing away contemporary artifacts in a time capsule to be discovered in future generations is surprisingly
popular. There have been some very impressive efforts in
the u.S. and elsewhere at preserving the past since the
idea first became trendy in the 1930s.
ITCS headquarters is located at Oglethorpe university in Atlanta because the campus is home to what might
be called the mother lode of all time capsules—the Crypt
of Civilization. Vast in design, the Crypt ushered in the
golden age of time capsules during America's big Depression almost a century ago.
Dr. Thornwell Jacobs, then Oglethorpe's President,
first proposed the idea in the November 1936 issue of the
Scientific American magazine.
He issued a challenge "to make available to some civilization now unthought of, and still far in the future, the
running story of the life manners and customs of the present civilization."
Jacobs' idea was to construct a kind of latter-day
pharaoh's tomb filled with popular cultural artifacts of the

1930s, such as Artie Shaw recordings, artifical fingernails,
cuff links, paperclips and a Lionel model train.
Not only such items were buried in the Crypt, but also
the knowledge of the last 6,000 years, including microfilm of the bible, Dante's Inferno, and motion pictures of
more than 3,000 objects, along with the english words
identifying them.
Hundreds of interested Americans, including industrialists and philanthropists, helped carry out Jacobs' ambitious plan. The door to the Crypt of Civilization was
dedicated on May 28, 1938 by David Sarnoff, then President of radio Corporation of America (rCA), and officially sealed two years later, on May 25, 1940.
One of the most amazing facts about the Crypt is the
length of time Jacobs intends for it to be sealed—6,177
years. It's scheduled to be opened at noon, May 28, 8113,
chosen because it was as far in the future from 1936 as
the first recorded date in history was in the past—4,241
b.C.
Another visionary time-capsule project was planned
and designed about the same time as the Crypt, by G. edward Pendray for the Westinghouse electric Corp. Pendray used a cylindrical storage device, which he called a
"time bomb" because of its shape.
but by 1938, he coined a new term: "time capsule."

The new name fired up the public's interest and imagination in such save-our-civilization endeavors. Time-capsule projects were soon being created and completed with
a passionate fury that remains so today with little letup.
but are time capsules a boon or a boondoggle?
The Westinghouse Time Capsule is filled with 35
"small articles of common use," textile and plastic samples, and microfilm records of 100 books. Included also
is a copy of The book of record, which details the container's contents and has messages to future generations
from Albert einstein and Thomas Mann.
The torpedo-shaped capsule was buried below the
Westinghouse pavilion during the 1939 New York World's
Fair. It is to be opened 5,000 years after it is sealed, in
6939.
Then, during the 1964-65 New York's World's Fair,
Westinghouse buried a second capsule 10 feet away from
the first. Its contents—including a beatles record and a
bikini bathing suit—reflect the enormous changes in u.S.
society in the quarter century between burial of the two
capsules. replicas of the capsules and their contents can
be seen at the George Westinghouse Museum, just outside
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
The modern time capsule is largely an American phenomenon, but the united States isn't the only nation pursuing large-scale time-capsule projects.
Two identical kettle-shaped vessels were buried in
1970 in Osaka, Japan. One of the capsules is to remain
sealed for 5,000 years. The second was opened for the first
time in 2000 to check the contents, then once every century after that until both are finally opened in 6970.
What is in the two Osaka capsules? They hold 12,098
items—including picture scrolls and stainless-steel etchings, along with a typical Japanese businessman's calendar, complete with handwritten scrawls and appointment
notations.
The issue as to whether time capsules are a boon or a
boondoggle remains undecided as we continue the 21st
century. One might conclude, with considerable veracity—only time will tell.

Groundhog Day Comes Again
On February 2, Punxsutawney Phil, Pennsylvania's
groundhog extraordinaire, will again stick his head out
of his den. The nation awaits his verdict.
Groundhog Day is said to have its origins in ancient
weather lore where the prognosticator was often a badger or a sacred bear. In the United States, its origin is said
to come from a Pennsylvania German custom.
If Phil, peeking from his burrow, fails to see his shadow, winter will soon be over. If the sun happens to be shining and Phil sees his shadow, winter will continue for six
more weeks.
The first trek to meet with Phil began in 1887. He has
been emerging from his burrow in Pennsylvania ever
since, always eager to greet his public.
Phil is private in many ways, but a few rumors have
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circulated about him.
*He gets his longevity from drinking the "elixir of life" of
which he takes one sip every summer during the Groundhog Picnic. This gives him seven more years of life.
*It is said he is named after King Philip, a famous Native American leader. In his more plebeian days, he was
called Br'er Groundhog.
* He speaks only in Groundhogese, which luckily is a
language understood by the President of the Inner Circle.
The Inner Circle provides for Phil during the year, rather
like a court provides for its king.
The city of Punxsutawney offers several days of celebration for those who gather from around the world to
hear Phil's proclamation. The city offers food, music, carriage rides, magicians, crafts and games.
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Inspiration - You'll Find It in Florence
By Sandy Dale
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Antique Appl iances

Electric Appliances bring Modern Living
By Robert Reed
electrical kitchen appliances were mostly a 20th century deliverance for the homemaker. It was not that devices that not been invented. Henry Seely of New York City obtained a patent for an electric
flat iron in 1882, and Dr. Schuyler wheeler developed an electric propeller fan that same year. but home electricity was not that plentiful.
As late as 1905, even those homes wired for electricity were
largely limited to using it mainly for lighting. As noted by Charles
Panati in extraordinary Origins of everyday Things, at that time in
history most power companies turned on their generators only at sunset, and they turned them off at daybreak. Thus the electric toaster,
percolator, and iron had to function at night.
electric toasters had appeared soon after the turn of the century,
but as Panati points out they were "skeletal, naked-wire structures,
without housing or shells. They lacked heat controls, so bread still
had to be watched moment to moment."
Landers, Fray and Clark had an electric coffee percolator on the
market by 1908, Westinghouse had an electric frying pan in 1911,

Pine
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16714 Pine Valley Rd.
Pine, Colorado 80470

303-838-5150
bobaaac@aol.com
Antiques, Gifts, Art Gallery, Tom Clark
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Loveland

and Armstrong's Standard
Stamping Company offered a
fancy electric broiler in 1916.
Landers, Fray and Clark
again lead the pace in 1918
with both an electric mixer
and electric waffle iron.
"Once electricity was
available in a community,
probably the biggest problem
in selling electrical appliances in the early days was
that there was virtually noone to do repairs," observes Linda Franklin, author of 300 Years of
Kitchen Collectibles. "And undoubtedly many people were afraid of
shocks and electrocution."
During the 1920s most of these fears were overcome by the
strong appeal of 'modern living' through printed advertisements. In
1925 an ad by the edison electric Appliance proclaimed that a Hotpoint breakfast Set was a joy, "what could be more auspicious than
an electric breakfast of waffles and coffee, prepared in a jiffy, at the
table."
When the Sesqui-Centennial International exposition opened
the following year it offered visitors that same shining image of modern living. At the Philadelphia site was an all electric house which
included a vast array of electrical appliances including a toaster, waffle iron, mixer, iron, and even a burglar alarm.
At almost the same time the first electric steam irons were being
put on sale at leading New York City department stores. The price
was a hefty $10 each, and they would not really catch-on with the
public until the switch of clothing manufacturers to synthetic fabrics
during World War II.
Meanwhile at other stores the electric pop-up toaster was being
marketed by the McGraw electric Company under the Toastmaster
trademark. For $13.50 customers could own a device which used a
lever to lower the bread into the toaster, one slice at a time.
During the 1930s the favored New britain, Connecticut company of Landers, Fray and Clark became better known as universal
brand and delighted homemakers with chromium waffle makers, toasters, mixers, blenders,
and irons.
"The minute I laid eyes on
those good-looking universal
gifts, I knew what I wanted, "
beamed a smiling housewife in
a colorful 1930s magazine ad.
"They'll help me so with entertaining and housekeeping..."
elsewhere in 1930s consumers could buy a two-slice
Toastmaster toaster from McGraw electric, a Waffle Master

from Waters Genter Company, an oscillating fan with cast iron base
from Diehl, and a Mixmaster with numerous attachments from Sunbeam Corporation.
Also during the 1930s the Waring Mixer Corporation offered a
new blending device. Initially it was known as a vibrator and based
on the invention of Stephen Poplawski of racine, Wisconsin. At first
it was mainly sold to bartenders for mixing drinks, but it would have
a great future in the modern kitchen.
In 1937 the Sears catalog featured an entire range of Heatmaster electrical appliances including glass coffee maker waffle iron with
chromium finish and bakelite handles, and a sandwich toaster. Still
other appliances were billed as, "modern, sparkling, beautiful, with
graceful matched design, finished in gleaming chromium with natural walnut handles."
Style was everything in the very early 1940s. Sunbeam, for example, offered a chrome toaster of "lovely oval design, the last word
in modern styling by George Scharfenberg" in 1940.
Toasters, mixers and other electrical appliances were suddenly
streamlined and sleek, mirroring the still popular Art Deco image.
American electrical Heater Company sold the stunning American
beauty iron beginning in 1940. It came with color Lucite, and black
bakelite handles.
by 1944 the world had all but ended a glorious new age of appliances. The Sears catalog proclaimed that year, "to send our fighters the arms and munitions they must have to fight our battles, we at
home must do without many things we formerly enjoyed." Following the statement was a long list which included most anything in the
kitchen that was electric.
During the late 1940s and early 1950s there was a battle among
manufacturers for consumers who were intrigued with even more advanced appliances. Sunbeam Mixmaster was finally able to produce
a mixer with an amazing ten different speeds, and the Waring Company was about to introduce blenders for home use in designer-colors.
Typical modern kitchens of the 1950s and 1960s could boast all
the basics plus four-slice toasters, stainless steel percolators, flip-flop
oven broilers, and electric can openers.
Today "collecting early electric kitchen appliances can be a lot
of fun," according to Gary Miller and Scott Mitchell co-authors of
the Price Guide to Collectible Kitchen Appliances. "They are both
usable and attractive. because they range from primitive to shiny,
high-style Art Deco designs, they make wonderful focal points and
conversation pieces."
In recent years, ellen Plante concluded in her book Kitchen Collectibles, that "prices are reasonable on electric appliances, for the
time being, but expect prices to increase as collectors find merit in
early examples. This especially will hold for those examples that
achieved only limited success and, therefore, had small production
numbers."
Recommended reading:
Price Guide to Collectible Kitchen Appliances by Gary and Scott
Mitchell, Wallace-Homestead.
Hazelcorn's Price Guide to Old electric Toasters by C. Fisher,
H.J.H. Publications.
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