
By Anne Gilbert

Surprisingly ancient Roman glass objects are still
showing up at auctions. But are they really ancient? As
you are about to learn glass makers over the centuries
discovered that they could learn a lot from ancient
Roman and Egyptian techniques. And, glass fakers
have never stopped reproducing faked ancient glass.

Emile Galle’ and Louis Comfort Tiffany experi-
mented and succeeded using many of their techniques
creating cameo glass, pate de verre and enameling.
Contemporary glass artisans are continuing to redefine
these ancient techniques to create today’s art glass.

The Romans and Egyptians developed glass color-
ing to a fine art, along with the technique of adding
glass to glass. Such additions are known as glass blobs,
threading and prunts. Another ancient technique, pate

de verre (powdered glass made into a paste, then
colored and molded) was rediscovered and used in new
ways during the Art Nouveau period by French glass
makers.

Molded glass was popular with the Egyptians. What
we know today as “Cire Perdue” or the “lost wax
process” began with an object molded in wax then
covered with clay. After the wax was melted and
poured away, the space would be refilled with molten
glass. This was revived during the Art Nouveau
decades.

When the Romans conquered Egypt in 27 B.C. they
introduced glass blowing. By the second century
migrant craftsmen had carried their techniques to the
Roman Colonies.

By the end of the 1st century glass factories had
opened in Germany, Belgium and England. While most
of the objects were utilitarian, decorative objects were
slowly introduced.

Painted glass involves yet another technique that is
divided into many other categories. Examples are
luster-painting.

Enameling dates back to the 15th century B.C.
Colors are fused to the piece by refiring. The enamel
is made of a finely powdered metallic coloring agent,
mixed with oil, painted on glass and fired.

Cut glass decorations can be traced to the 1st
century B.C. Roman glass cutters. Cut glass and its de-
signs became popular in late 19th to early 20th century
America as many glass factories opened.

CLUES: Research is a must for beginning collec-
tors. So-called ancient Roman glass is probably recent-
ly made and then “fluoresced.” Many Art Nouveau
glass items have been faked over the years.

PHOTO CAPTION: (Above) Daum glass fake
and authentic PHOTO CREDIT: 14 daum@gmail.com

PHOTO CAPTION: (Left) Ancient Roman bottle
vase PHOTO CREDIT: Private collector
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American History 
July Anniversaries

July 4: Independence Day

July 8: Liberty Bell tolls to announce
Declaration of Independence (1776)

July 20:Apollo 11 astronaut Neil Arm-
strong takes historic first steps on the
moon (1969)

July 26: Congress establishes U.S. Post
Office (1775)

Ancient Glass, 
Contemporary Adaptations

Commander Neil Armstrong and lunar module pilot Buzz

Aldrin formed the American crew that landed the Apollo

Lunar Module Eagle on July 20, 1969, at 20:17 UTC. Arm-

strong became the first person to step onto the lunar surface

six hours and 39 minutes later on July 21 at 02:56 UTC;

Aldrin joined him 19 minutes later.

VIRTUAL ONLINE AUCTION

ON BASTILLE DAY JULY 14,

managed by Black Tie at the Hotel

de Paris, Georgetown, Colorado.

Call 303-569-2311 or go to 

hoteldeparismuseum.org.
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Old Crows Antique Mall
10081 West Bowles Avenue
Littleton, Colorado 303-973-8648

The Antique Brothers,

Timmy and Joseph Crawford, Welcome You

Limited Space Still Available

Happy Antiquing!

N O W  O P E N  —  C o m e  J o i n  U s  

Now over 170 dealers
featuring antiques, 

vintage, mid-mod, 

collectibles, farmhouse,

upcycled, repurposed,

mantiques 

and so much more

July 4 & 5
Live and onsite

Musician Warren Floyd

entertains you with his

renditions of Beatles, and

other classic rock and

roll songs

World’s Largest Root Beer Bar serving ice cream floats, coffee and more...
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Arvada

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd. ,  Sui te130, Arvada, CO 80003

2 Miles North of I-70 on Wadsworth, N.E. Corner of 64th and Wadsworth

www.homesteadantiquemall.net

720-484-3644 Open 7 Days a Week, 10am - 6pm

Over 70 dealers with a wide variety

of antiques,  vintage furnishings,

glassware, jewelry , collect ibles,

primitives, shabby chic,  

Western, Native American, 

home decor & more.. .

Best  
of  Ar vada

Best  Antique  Mall  
in  Ar vada



The next show is October 16-18, 2020 at the Denver Mart in
the EXPO Building - 451 East 58th Avenue Denver, CO. 80216

Friday - Saturday     10 am - 6 pm
Sunday          11 am - 4 pm  

The entry for the show is $5.00 per person which allows entry
for all three days.  Children 12 and under are FREE. Get your
tickets at the door, or in advance.

2020 Schedule:
October 16-18

2021 Dates:
March 12-14
June 11-13

JuLy 2020
NOW OPEN: HOTEL de PARIS, Georgetown,
Colorado. Tours enter the Lion’s Gate and then
into the kitchen. This gives them an opportunity
to stay in the open air of the courtyards for a few
minutes to explain safety protocols to visitors.
All Virtual tours also available on their website.
Click on links. Call 303-569-2311 or go to
hoteldeparismuseum.org.

JULY 14:  VIRTUAL ONLINE AUCTION
ON BASTILLE DAY managed by Black Tie at
the Hotel de Paris,
Georgetown, Col-
orado. Call 303-569-
2311 or go to hotelde-
parismuseum.org.

Upcoming 

Events

SEPT. 18 & 19: DEN-
VER POSTCARD

A N D   P A P E R

EPHEMERA SHOW

three massive show-
rooms, Jeffco Fair-
grounds, 15200 West
6th Ave., Golden, Col-
orado. For more infor-
mation, call Carol Mob-
ley at 720-308-1516 or

go to camobley@ephemeranet.com.

OCT. 10 & 11: PUMPKIN PIE DAYS VINTAGE
&  ANTIQUE MARKET  presented by The St.
Vrain Historical Society. Sat. 10-5, Sun. 11-4, Boul-
der County Fairgrounds, Exhibit Building, 9595 Nel-
son Rd, Longmont, CO. For more information, call
303-776-1870 or go to www.stvrainhistorical soci-
ety.com

OCT. 16-18: WORLD WIDE ANTIQUE AND

VINTAGE SHOW Denver Mart Expo Building,
I-25 & 58th Ave., Fri.-Sat. 10 am - 6 pm, Sunday
11 am - 4 pm. Get tickets at www. FIND YOUR
ANTIQUE.com

Show Calendar
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Shows

Welcome to Our Newest Advertiser
Connie’s Antiques and Treasures

3832 Tennyson St., Denver, Colorado

North Denver

Connie’s
Antiques & Treasures

720-557-2563
Wednesday thru Sunday 10-6

Drop us a line. 
We’d love to 
hear from you.
Our address is: 
Mountain States

Collector, 
P.O. Box 1003
Bailey, CO 80421

Calendar Listing Information
Promoters: send us your calendar information. We will publish it free (and in bold-
face type) with your display ad. Otherwise the cost is $35 per issue. Calendar entries
are published on a three-month basis (month of show and two months previous). So
send in your info as soon as possible. It’s never too early. Stories and features about
shows are provided free with your display ad.

Dates of Show:____________________________________ _________________________
City, State:_________________________________________________________________
Name of Show or Event:______________________________________________________
Hours:___________________________________________
Other Info:_______________________________________
________________________________________________
__________________________________
Phone:___________________________________

___Send information about advertising.

For more information, 
call 303-674-1253.

Shows, Auctions, 

Estate Sales and Event

Calendar listings are

FREE with your 

display ad. Club News

and Museum News 

also welcome.

Mail coupon and check to: Spree Enterprises, Inc., 
P.O. Box 1003, Bailey, CO 80421-1003

Deadline: The 20th of the month before the next issue.

Calendar Listings

Subscriptions

Subscribe to the Collector
1 year (12 issues) $18.00
2 years (24 issues) $32.00
3 years (36 issues) $45.00

Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Return to: Spree Enterprises, Box 1003, Bailey, CO  80421-1003

Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.   Outside North America $70.00 per year. 
No refunds.

Please include your email address so we can send it to

you electronically as well.

October 10 & 11, 2020



Incredible! I’m so impressed with Paul Emerson DeStefano. This is so well written and
timely. That’s why Thoreau and Emerson are great, their thinking endures.
Jon from Denver

Beautifully written! Definitely see him as a professional writer in the future. Aka, he’ll
be a published doctor!!!
Christy from Denver

Thanks to Paul, I now have a whole new appreciation for Thoreau.
As a school librarian for 10 years, I loved his comment, "Books are a treasured wealth
of the world..."
Also loved the part on Global Warming.  "We can never have enough of nature."
Peggy B., Evergreen

I loved the "pushing out the people who cause anguish in your life."  Great job, Paul.  It
has been my time for reflection and to do just that.  
Linda from Littleton

Wonderful! Please tell Paul that his article tying the philosophies together to address
what's happening today gave me hope. Really good writing.
I'm so glad you shared this with us.
Carole from Morrison

Nice issue. Tell Paul he did a great job.
The tie article was interesting - I never knew there were that that many knots.  That said,
I hope I never have to tie one again.
Dick from Pine

Love it!  That's my nephew!!!  Some sentences just took my breath away.  Looks like
we have another writer in the family—and a thinker—whew, what a thinker.  Well done,
Paul Emerson!
Joseph from Centennial

That’s some good writing, Paul!
Dr. Paris Loyle, Wichita, Kansas

Wow! This is so cool. Well done, Paul! :)
Kate from Wichita, Kansas

What a gifted writer Paul is and the poem about moths was fun.
Thanks for sharing.
Sondra of Lakewood
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So. Broadway, Denver

Dol l s  and  t o y s  ar e  our  pa s s i on  a t  

Turn  o f  t h e  Ce ntu ry  Ant i qu e s  

Alluring

Inspired

Historic

Antique Row
Broadway

Letters to the Editor

Thoreau Article Brings
Great Response

Denver
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Denver

Collectibles

From tennessee, hand-Painted Folk Art 
By Maureen Timm

Blue Ridge dinnerware acquired its name from the misty
Blue Ridge Mountains in Tennessee. This charming, hand paint-
ed pottery decorated in a spectrum of vivid colors was one of
the nation's most attractive and original dinnerware lines for over
forty years.

It all began in 1917 in the small southern town of Erwin,
Tennessee, when the California Clinchfield and Ohio Railroad
purchased land and established a pottery in an effort to promote
industry along its line.

Erwin was an ideal location because of the availability of
white kaolin clay and feldspar, two of the main ingredients for
pottery making. Workers for the new plant were recruited from
East Liverpool, Sebring, Ohio and Chester, Virginia.

In 1920 J.E. Owens purchased the pottery and received a
charter for Southern Potteries, Inc. After a couple of years the
plant was purchased by Charles W. Foreman who introduced the
technique of hand painting under glaze. This was done freehand
by applying a metallic base color with sponge or brush to the
bisque ware before glazing. In 1938 Southern Potteries had
evolved to full hand painting and Blue Ridge "Hand Painted
Under the Glaze" dinnerware was born.

Blue Ridge's fresh, uninhibited approach to design and their
bold, bright colors was a welcome innovation and success. A
large national sales organization was maintained with eleven
showrooms in carefully chosen cities, including Chicago's Mer-
chandise Mart and an exclusive Fifth Avenue location in New
York City. This organization, and extensive advertising made
Blue Ridge one of the nation's most popular dinnerware for
many years.

The decorating shop foreman taught the local women the
basic folk painting strokes. Most patterns were free hand, copied
from a master pattern and most of the patterns originated at the
plant. Lena Watts, an Erwin native, was chief designer. She had
a special flair for design and an eye for color and combined these
talents with her love of the surrounding mountains and local
landscapes. Her scenic plates depicting lonely cabins, mills and
farm scenes are superb examples of folk art.

During the mid 1940s a few of the outstanding artists were
selected to paint a limited number of scenic and wildlife patterns
on plates and large platters. They are signed with the artist's
name on the lower right hand comer. The plate designs are
"Quail," "Flower Cabin," "White Mill," "Gold Cabin," "Turkey
Gobbler," and "Turkey Hen."

In 1947 Stanley Home Products ordered a set of ivy deco-
rated dinnerware as a hostess gift or premium for having a Stan-
ley home party.

Blue Ridge items were also offered by leading trading
stamp companies and in the mid  1950s, some Montgomery
Ward stores gave a set of Blue Ridge dinnerware as a gift with
the purchase of a dinette set. Some supermarkets gave their cus-
tomers Blue Ridge dishes with a minimum amount of groceries
purchased.

A line of china character jugs was introduced in the 1950s
and the workmanship and decorating is considered outstanding.
Included in the line were the "Pioneer Woman," "Daniel Boone,"
"Paul Revere," and the "Indian." The jugs have personality and
charm and are highly prized by collectors.

Between 1950 and 1952 an idea was devised to produce
several coordinating wallpaper and chinaware patterns. This idea
did not prove successful and was abandoned after a short period
of time. The five patterns, "Cherry Time," "Woodbine," "Wild
Strawberry," "Yorktown," and "Blossom Tree," are considered
rare as very few pieces were made. 

During the late 1940s glass tumblers, juices, and dessert
cups, painted to match Blue Ridge patterns, were available from
Montgomery Ward and Sears Roebuck. The main pieces avail-
able were 12 ounce tumblers, 5 ounce juices and dessert cups in
the following patterns: "Ridge Daisy," "Petal Point,” “Ridge Har-
vest," "Mountain Ivy," "Sun Bouquet," "Green Briar," "Crab
Apple" and "Cumberland." 

Blue Ridge dinnerware was manufactured in the following
twelve shapes:

Candlewick  beaded edge 
Colonial  fluted shape 

Skyline  sleek and plain 
Trailway  wide borders 
Astor  cupped rim
Piecrust   crimped edge
Clinchfield  wide, flat
Woodcrest  textured
Monticello waffle
Modeme  holloware
Trailway  rope handled holloware 
Palisades  sleek & futuristic
Among the most popular patterns and forms are those made

in the 1940s. Round candy boxes, powder boxes and cigarette
boxes were made in many different patterns. One of the most
popular is the "Sherman Lily Box" a favorite with collectors.

Fine quality chinaware was introduced in 1945. These in-
cluded pitchers, teapots, chocolate pots, coffee pots, creamers,
sugars, vases, relish dishes and character jugs. Chocolate pots
were designed with a matching tray and demitasse cups and
saucers.

Teapots were made in earthenware decorated to match din-
nerware sets and also in china with individual decorations. Pitch-
ers were a popular item and were made in china and earthen-
ware.

In 1947 Avon gave a set of "County Fair" salad plates to
salespeople who sold an order of up to $200. Only the 8 1/2"
plates were used by Avon for their premium. These plates were
manufactured in several different patterns and are prized by col-
lectors.

Continued on page 8



Around 1945, a line of about forty pieces of fine quality vitreous chinaware was introduced.
These included decorative pitchers, shakers, creamers and sugars, chocolate pots, teapots, vases,
relish trays and character jugs. Teapots were made in earthenware and china in several different
patterns.

Considerable national advertising was done from 1940 through 1956. Ads for Blue Ridge
Dinnerware could be found in leading home magazines such as Better Homes & Gardens, House
& Garden, American Home and House Beautiful.

The name "Blue Ridge" was introduced about 1932 and most of the company records
have disappeared. It is impossible to obtain firm dates as to when various marks were used.

The "Blue Ridge China" (5) mark was used after
1945. The marks bearing the words "detergent
proof' and "oven safe" (7, 8, 9) were used in later
years. The marks used most often are the #4
scriptmark and the #6 circle mark using the Blue
Ridge Mountains motif with the Lonesome Pine in
the foreground.

The natural resources and creative talents of
the Tennessee people have given the world a lovely
example of folk art which can be enjoyed today.

WANTED
WANTED: ANTIQUE AFRI-

C A N   T R A D E   B E A D S .

Email pictures to DBW43
@comcast.net (12/19)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: VIEWMASTER

-Thousands of reels, view-

ers and accessories. Call
303-986-7283/ (6-20)

F O R   S A L E   V I N TA G E

BASEBALL, BOXING and

GOLF Equipment, Call
Mike 303-986-7283. (6-20)

AVON WILDLIFE FIG-

URINES Also collectible bird
figures. Call 303-741-4340.
(12-19)

FOR SALE: DOLLS: New
in Original Boxes. 100’s of
porcelain dolls (1990s). Vari-
ous manufacturers and
sizes. Sell individually or as
a lot. Email interest to Robert
nfaye@msn.com. (8-20)

DEALERS
DEALER SPACE AVAIL-

ABLE Florence — “An-

tique Capital of Col-

orado” Join us at one of

the largest, fastest-paced

stores in downtown Flo-

rence. 10,000 sq. ft. Open

Daily. Friendly, Knowledge-

able Staff. Stop by or call

Rena @ 719-429-3328. Lo-

ralie Antique Mall, 109 W.

Main - Florence.

CLUBS
D O   Y O U   L O V E   A N -
TIQUES, Collectibles, Art
and History? Questers is
for you! Contact: OFW
ANTIQUES@gmail.com
970-226-4432.

SERVICES
ARTIFACT ANALYSIS
/APPRAISAL, Boulder,
Colorado, 310-490-9606,
EEDUC@aol.com (9-19)
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Always

Buying

Brighton

Complete Antique
Restoration Available

Full Line of
Antiques &
Collectibles

(1/2 Blk. No. of Bridge & Main)
Brighton, CO 80601

303-659-7516

24 North Main  

W A N T E D
WANTED: Older
style gas ranges,
1920s-50s ie Cham-
bers, O’Keeffe and
Merritt, others, no
electrics 303-779-
0073 (01-07)

WANTED: Antique Heating
and Cooking Stoves, or-
nate, 303-779-0073. (01-07)

WANTED: 
TOY AIRPLANES (TMD);
factory display models;
built up plastic models. Call
Walt, 970-204-0499 ( 1-10)

WANTED: PILLIN POT-
TERY, 303-477-3923. (5-10)

WANTED: MODEL AIR-
PLANES, kits, engines, race
cars. 303-422-0408 (12-07)

WANTED: OLD VENDING
MACHINES, gumball, pea-
nut, matches, cigarette and
etc. Call Jeff (303) 775-
3250. (11-09)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES
WANTED, 303-792-2450.
(4-10)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Antique secre-
tary box circa 1850—brass
bound teak—rare-excellent
condition—$2100, set of 2
vaseline glass candle hold-
ers—short, curled base—
$150, small oil lamp circa
1800—green with white flow-
ers—never used—$150,
Royal Copenhagen tea set—
open lace pattern—num-
bered—4 pieces—hard to
find, Many McCoy pieces—

mostly flower pots—vase—
bedside bowl and pitcher set,
lg, Antique Singer sewing
machine with case, Cut
glass, 303-838-3643. Email:
jgf3643@hotmail.com

FOR SALE: A.B. Dick 310
offset press, 111 plate
maker, Michael’s collator,
Schaefer cast iron wax
melter, manuals, misc parts.
$100.00 takes all. 719-647-
8867. Pueblo West. (12-09)

DOULTON’S BOWL/
PITCHER Fontainbleau
Burslem pitcher good condi-
tion O3068K bowl small
crack $1,000 OBO 303-659-
0748. (01/10)

DEALERS
R O C K Y M O U N T A I N
ANTIQUES IN LOVELAND
wants dealers w/toys, clocks,
watches, quality knives &
razors, tools, other neat stuff.
Low rent. 970-669-7440.

DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Serendipity Mercan-
tile, Longmont, Colorado.
large building, room for more
dealers. Great parking! Call
303-776-8511. 

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to or
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

RETAIL FOR LEASE, 1400
block South Broadway, 3
spaces, 1300 to 2500 square
feet, each with storage.
Betsy 303-777-0848, bc
tournier@aol.com (08/09) 

SERVICES
BUY OR SELL ANTIQUE
BUSINESS! Licensed bro-
ker to bring together buyers
and sellers. We package
trade names, inventory,
customer lists, Real Estate
leases and sales, and cre-
ative financing and ex-
changes. 303-913-3355
www.Traylorhomes.com
Business Opportunities

C H I P S A N D P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain
repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
Sari, 303-623-4217 or
email chipsandpieces @
yahoo.com

EXPERT silver and met-
als repairs restoration.
Appraisals for insurance.
720-939-9373, nat_mx6
@hotmail.com (3-07) Lyons

Spree Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 1003
Bailey, CO 80421

WESTERN
COLLECTIONS FOR

SALE
Metal horse statues, Roy
Rogers collection. Other

Western
stars items,

Dixie 
Premiums,
movie cow-

boy and
rodeo post
cards, sad-

dles, horses, etc. on
plates, ladies with horse

calendars, Tom Beecham
convas type prints 

in frames. 
Horses on scarves 

collection, horses on
hankies collection. West-
ern neckties collection.

More items too numerous
to mention. 

Serious inquiries only!

303-432-7223

Dan’s 
Painting,

Remodeling
Wallpaper Removal,

Dry Wall Repair, Water
Damage Repair
Acoustic/Ceiling 

Removal

303-922-0792

Advertise
in the Moun-
tain States
Collector.        

Reach the
t h o u s a n d s
of antique
c o l l e c t o r s
and afficionados that enjoy
this 37 year old newspaper
devoted to the collector and to
the antique buff. 

Call 303-674-1253 for more
information.

Get more
bang for your
buck!

Drop us a line. 
We’d love to hear from you.
Our address is: P.O. Box 1003

Bailey, CO 80421

12 JANUARY 2010—Mountain States Collector www.mountainstatescollector.com

Always

Buying

Brighton

Complete Antique
Restoration Available

Full Line of
Antiques &
Collectibles

(1/2 Blk. No. of Bridge & Main)
Brighton, CO 80601

303-659-7516

24 North Main  

W A N T E D
WANTED: Older
style gas ranges,
1920s-50s ie Cham-
bers, O’Keeffe and
Merritt, others, no
electrics 303-779-
0073 (01-07)

WANTED: Antique Heating
and Cooking Stoves, or-
nate, 303-779-0073. (01-07)

WANTED: 
TOY AIRPLANES (TMD);
factory display models;
built up plastic models. Call
Walt, 970-204-0499 ( 1-10)

WANTED: PILLIN POT-
TERY, 303-477-3923. (5-10)

WANTED: MODEL AIR-
PLANES, kits, engines, race
cars. 303-422-0408 (12-07)

WANTED: OLD VENDING
MACHINES, gumball, pea-
nut, matches, cigarette and
etc. Call Jeff (303) 775-
3250. (11-09)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES
WANTED, 303-792-2450.
(4-10)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Antique secre-
tary box circa 1850—brass
bound teak—rare-excellent
condition—$2100, set of 2
vaseline glass candle hold-
ers—short, curled base—
$150, small oil lamp circa
1800—green with white flow-
ers—never used—$150,
Royal Copenhagen tea set—
open lace pattern—num-
bered—4 pieces—hard to
find, Many McCoy pieces—

mostly flower pots—vase—
bedside bowl and pitcher set,
lg, Antique Singer sewing
machine with case, Cut
glass, 303-838-3643. Email:
jgf3643@hotmail.com

FOR SALE: A.B. Dick 310
offset press, 111 plate
maker, Michael’s collator,
Schaefer cast iron wax
melter, manuals, misc parts.
$100.00 takes all. 719-647-
8867. Pueblo West. (12-09)

DOULTON’S BOWL/
PITCHER Fontainbleau
Burslem pitcher good condi-
tion O3068K bowl small
crack $1,000 OBO 303-659-
0748. (01/10)

DEALERS
R O C K Y M O U N T A I N
ANTIQUES IN LOVELAND
wants dealers w/toys, clocks,
watches, quality knives &
razors, tools, other neat stuff.
Low rent. 970-669-7440.

DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Serendipity Mercan-
tile, Longmont, Colorado.
large building, room for more
dealers. Great parking! Call
303-776-8511. 

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to or
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

RETAIL FOR LEASE, 1400
block South Broadway, 3
spaces, 1300 to 2500 square
feet, each with storage.
Betsy 303-777-0848, bc
tournier@aol.com (08/09) 

SERVICES
BUY OR SELL ANTIQUE
BUSINESS! Licensed bro-
ker to bring together buyers
and sellers. We package
trade names, inventory,
customer lists, Real Estate
leases and sales, and cre-
ative financing and ex-
changes. 303-913-3355
www.Traylorhomes.com
Business Opportunities

C H I P S A N D P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain
repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
Sari, 303-623-4217 or
email chipsandpieces @
yahoo.com

EXPERT silver and met-
als repairs restoration.
Appraisals for insurance.
720-939-9373, nat_mx6
@hotmail.com (3-07) Lyons

WESTERN
COLLECTIONS FOR

SALE
Metal horse statues, Roy
Rogers collection. Other

Western
stars items,

Dixie 
Premiums,
movie cow-

boy and
rodeo post
cards, sad-

dles, horses, etc. on
plates, ladies with horse

calendars, Tom Beecham
convas type prints 

in frames. 
Horses on scarves 

collection, horses on
hankies collection. West-
ern neckties collection.

More items too numerous
to mention. 

Serious inquiries only!

303-432-7223

Dan’s 
Painting,

Remodeling
Wallpaper Removal,

Dry Wall Repair, Water
Damage Repair
Acoustic/Ceiling 

Removal

303-922-0792

Advertise
in the Moun-
tain States
Collector.        

Reach the
t h o u s a n d s
of antique
c o l l e c t o r s
and afficionados that enjoy
this 37 year old newspaper
devoted to the collector and to
the antique buff. 

Call 303-674-1253 for more
information.

Get more
bang for your
buck!

Drop us a line. 
We’d love to hear from you.
Our address is: P.O. Box 1003

Bailey, CO 80421

CLASSIFIED ADS:

The Mountain States Collector, a tabloid

newspaper dedicated to promoting the enjoyment

of antiquing and collecting in the Rocky Mountain

region, is distributed the first weekend of every

month through shops, auctions, flea markets and

antique shows, and is mailed to subscribers. 

(Opinions of the writers contained herein are

not necessarily the opinions of the publishers.)

Advertising information: call Jon DeStefano at 720-276-2777 or email him at jondestef@gmail.com

or for any other information, call Spree Enterprises, 303-674-1253 or email us at customerservice@mountainstatescollector.com.

Publisher Spree Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 1003
Bailey, CO 80421
spreepub@mac.com

Executive Director Jon DeStefano

Managing Editor Margaret (Peg) DeStefano, 
NSCDA/Colorado, D.A.R., 
FFHC (hcgs), Ohio-USD1812 

Webmaster Sam DeStefano 
mrphone@ecentral.com
Shaleen Moore, Shaleen
@blackbirdmediainc.com

Production Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Peg DeStefano
Jon Patrick DeStefano
Sam DeStefano

Printing Signature Offset

Hand-Painted Folk Art

Fascinated by Hand Fans? Join FANA!
Fan Association of North America

• Connect, share & learn with other enthusiasts 
• Join at: fanassociation.org
• Enjoy the benefits of membership
• Find us on Facebook “Hand Fan Collectors” 
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From tennessee, hand-Painted Folk Art 

Unique 
Treasures

Antiques & Collectibles

7341 W. 44th Avenue, 
Wheat Ridge, Colorado

1 Block East of Wadsworth on 44th

OPEN Tuesday-Saturday 10 am - 5 pm

303-993-3868
Over 20 Dealers to Shop From *Rental Space Available

Vintage Decor, Furniture, Toys, Linens, Jewelry and More

COLLECTIBLES

COLLECTIBLES TREASURES

TREASURES

Wheat Ridge Repair, Restore

Continued from page 7



By Robert Reed

In the wide world of sports tennis has been relatively under col-
lected in the past, but it has a winner’s potential in the future.

Today tennis “meets all the criteria” of a popular sporting col-
lectible according to author Robert Everitt. Writing in the very com-
prehensive volume, Racket Sports Collectibles, Everitt notes tennis
has the heritage, the players, and the coverage. Not surprisingly it
also has the memorabilia or  what some would call the stuff.

Fans of paper collectibles can find programs, tickets, catalogs,
magazines, and books. Others might look for vintage rackets, cloth-
ing, containers, and other equipment. Additionally there are pho-
tographs, autographs, and even trophies of past tennis glory.

Historically tennis can be traced back to 12th century France
where it was practiced in a more primitive form. During the latter
part of the 19th century it was revised and refined in England into
the ’new’ game of lawn tennis. Accounts vary but most credit Major
Walter Wingfield with a patented game of tennis in 1874 with giv-
ing the sport a major boost. Most of Wingfield’s rules were accepted
although the idea of an hourglass field was soon changed to a rec-
tangular field when tournament play began in the late 1870s.

The first United States Open tennis tournament took place in
1881 at Newport, Rhode Island. During that decade  the sport was
popular enough to prompt the mass production of  tennis player fig-
urines in Germany. Typically the bisque figures were in full uniform
that period including high socks, draped collar, and cap.

By the 1890s even the awards for winning tennis were get-
ting more elaborate. An example was the Lawn Tennis Champi-
onship of Ireland. The winner received a silver tray with scrolled
leaves engraved by L. West of London. In recent years the 30-
inch wide original sold at Leland’s Auctions in the United States
for more than $5,000.

An enterprising American named Dwight Davis organized the
first Davis Cup tennis competition in 1900. The U.S. team defeated
the British team during the first year of the event held in Boston.
Today programs of the early Davis Cup championships are highly
prized. A string-bound Davis Cup Souvenir program booklet of 1913
recently fetched several hundreds dollars at a major auction house. 

Tennis rackets are also making a ‘racket’ with collectors too.
On occasion early rackets still turn up including those made by A.W.
Gamage of London in the 1890s and those made in the early 1900s
by Wright and Ditson of Boston. Another favorite with collectors is

the Dayton brand wooden tennis racket of the 1920s.
“The condition of a  (early) racket is not everything to a collec-

tor, but the appearance of it does help to persuade someone it is worth
investing in,” notes author Everitt. “Very often, a racket’s strings can
be in terrible condition, but the piece has some other rare and desir-
able detail, which makes their condition of  little importance.”

The second half of the 20th century saw a gradual move
from the traditional wooden tennis racket to rackets of metal and
later graphite and additional materials. Today many surviving
wooden rackets in good condition are considered both decora-
tive and collectible.

Tennis moved to the silver screen early in the 1920s with an in-
structional movie titled The Art of Tennis. The film featured female
members of the British Davis Cup Team and their French chal-
lengers. One of the stars was French great Susanne Lengelen and
her partner Elizabeth Ryan. Posters of the movie made by the Park-
stone Film Company are treasured today.

Tennis players in general, and women player in particular were
often memorialized on magazine covers of the early 20th century.
Notable among them were Collier’s , the Sunday Magazine of the
New York Tribune, and the Saturday Evening Post.

During the 1920s tennis star Helen Wills made the cover of
Time magazine twice, and books like Tennis in Baltimore by Frank
Roberts were favored reading. In 1931 the Lawn Tennis Association
published the unique volume, Fifty Years of  Lawn Tennis in the
United States. The hardcover edition reviewed the previous five
decades of the remarkable  sport in this country. 

Tennis was back in the movies during the 1940s when tennis
star Alice Marble appeared in the film Tennis in Rhythm. Previously
Marble had been featured on the cover of Life magazine. By post
World War years of the 1940s tennis balls for the popular game were
regularly being sold some places in cans, and eventually the con-
tainers became a fond collectible.

In recent years the Official Guide to Flea Market Prices by
Harry Rinker devoted a section to tennis ball cans alone. Rinker
noted that previously tennis balls were sold in bags or cardboard
boxes before the innovation by Wilson. A good example of such cans
in prized and unopened condition,  would be the Wilson Match-Point
container produced in 1945.
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Pine Emporium
16714 Pine Valley Rd.
Pine, Colorado 80470
303-838-5150

bobaaac@aol.com

Pine

Antiques, Gifts, Art Gallery, Tom Clark

Gnomes, Jewelry, Furniture, Vintage Fabric,

Clothes, Books, Glassware, Collectibles.

OPEN: Friday, Saturday and Sunday

Evergreen

Sports Collectibles

tennis Anyone? sport ‘nets’ Many Collectibles

Continued on page 11



Salvage, Antiques, Vintage, Etc.
200 West block of Main St.

Facebook shop 24/7: www.facebook.com/saveinflorence/shop/

Erin and Barna, 719-821-3263

10 JULY 2020 —Mountain States Collector www.mountainstatescollector.com
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We take great 
pride in being a

“great little town” 
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

 

       

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstrations 
Weekends in January

115 East Main 719-372-6677

	���������������
���������������������	����	
��	���

����
�����������
����	�������������	�������������
�������������������������������
��

����
���������������������������

����������		������������� � ��

 �����������������
��		� ������		� ����		�����

������		� ��� ��		��������

������		����� �� ������		 � �����������

����		��		� ����������		� ��

������������		��� ��������� ������		��

#� ��
#� ���� ����3��
� � � � 3 � � � � � �  
��� ���� 7:/-7�� 9-?5:9-7�
A59?-31�� 8:01=9� ��(�
%�����
������������
����3������ �����
#� ���� 
��������
�
�����
������ ��� ����359� -9D
/:905?5:9� B-9?10� 2:=� ;@=�
/4->1��
��������
��������

���3���
��������!��������
������ �������3����
�:=� -;;:59?819?� ?:� >11�
/-77�
�����
���������

���3����� )'��/-,��%1'
,1*.2'� �%++ -?� �
�� +�
"-59� (?�� 59� �7:=19/1� �:7�
:=-0:� 5>� 2:=� >-71�� (-71
59/7@01>����
�><��2?��.@570�
593� -90� ?41� .@>591>>�
����


�� %71->1� /-77

�=-90:9��9317�2:=�8:=1�01�
?-57>�������
������

��!����� 3 �3�� 3!�
�	4�-/�������3� ��!�
���#3��� ����A1=D?4593
D:@G77�9110���-77�!11�:=��-=�
A1D��
�����
����������

���3����3������ ����
�
��40���� ���������
����������:70�2-=8�-958-7
3-81�� +577� ":>1>� ;5/?@=1�
�=-908-�":>1>�;7-?1>�-90
85>/���
����������������

���"����
�� ��� 3 �� 3 � � ����
��� �� ���� 59A5>5.71
;:??1=D�-90�;:=/17-59�=1;-5=>�
;1-=7�=1>?=593593���D�-;;:59?�
819?�:97D��/-77�(-=5��
����
����� :=� 18-57� /45;>-90�
;51/1>���D-4::��/:8


��� ���!�� $�� +:==510
D:@=�91C?�1>?-?1�>-71�B577�.1
45?�� +1� ;=:A501� ;=1�>-71
:A1=9534?�-90�0-D?581�>1�
/@=5?D��
���������

�����������3����
 �� ��� :9� -9?5<@1

B::0�>?:A1>�����D1-=>�1C�
;1=519/1�� '1>?:=-?5:9� 2:=
(-71��%@1.7:�-=1-��':31=�
��������������������

������
������ ������"���
����#%,1�1-�('1�*,1-��1)'
,1*.2'0�&20*,'00���+-9?
?:�1C;-90�1C5>?593�.@>591>>�
 :59� �:B9?:B9� �:7:=-0:
(;=593>G� $701>?� �� !-=31>?
�B-=0�+599593��9?5<@1�"-77�
%=185@8� 27::=� >;-/1>� �
/->1>�-A-57-.71����=51907D��
417;2@7� >?-22�� � $;19� �-57D�
(?:;� .D� :=� /-77�� ������
�
�
����9?5<@1��-771=D�����
(:@?4�+-4>-?/4��A1�

�������#� �����=:9?
'-931��9?5<@1>�59��?���:7759>
5>� >116593� 01-71=>� :2� 4534
<@-75?D� -9?5<@1>�� �@1� ?:� :=
@95<@1�7-D:@?��B1�/-9�8-61
-9D�>5E1�>;-/1�B:=6�2:=�D:@�
�-77���
�������
��

��!��
�� 3 $ � ! 3 � � " � 3  � �
 ��!�����:771/?5.71>���=?
-90��5>?:=D��&@1>?1=>�5>
?41��7@.�2:=�D:@���:9?-/?�
$�+�#)�&*�(�38-57
�/:8����
���������

�	�	���	��
�����

We take great
pride in being a
“great little town”

where you’re 
a stranger 
only once!

Antique 

Warehouse
Vintage Lighting & Western Accoutrements

110 E. Main Street, 

Florence, CO 81226

719-372-1016

By Anne Gilbert

When the Richard Wright doll collection is auctioned off
at Skinner’s Auction Gallery October 10 in Marlborough,
Massachusetts, some dating to the 18th century many types
will be offered. They range from a large Queen Anne doll in
a mahogany and veneered display case, c. 1720 with an esti-
mate of $50,000/70,000 to a small, papier-mâché, German
doll, c.1840 estimated at $800/1,200.

Of special interest are two "fashion" dolls. Both by Mme
Rohmer, France, c. 1865 and 1870. Also offered is a fashion
doll accessory kit, c. 1870. It has an estimate of $400/600.
Over the last decade they have been rediscovered by collec-
tors. Even recent examples such as the Barbie dolls with their
wardrobes and the Madame Alexander fashion dolls have
become serious collectibles.

From the 15th into the 18th century elegantly dressed
"lady" or "fashion" dolls were popular. They were designed
as adult figures. The first fashion "baby doll" was made
around 1710. Actually they are not a type of doll but a func-
tional use of them. However, any type of doll could be
dressed in the latest adult or children’s fashion and travel to
show off the latest fashions. It was so important to European
nobility that the dolls were passed from court to court even
when the countries were at war.

By the 19th century doll makers used their most expen-
sive models dressed in Paris fashions around the world.
Among them Jumeau, Bru, Roch and others. Heads were of a
variety of materials from bisque to china heads made by the
famous French porcelain firm Sevres.

In the 1930s American made fashion dolls captured
the market with dolls that could perform various func-
tions. Eyes would open and shut: dolls could drink

water and even wet themselves.
CLUES: If an antique fashion doll can be attributed to a

known maker the price goes up. When found these days they
are usually wearing only a string of beads. It was Madame
Alexander who created "grown up" fashion dolls in 1952,
changing the look of American dolls. Her dolls were dressed
in "high fashion" using quality materials. She created "Cissie"
in the 1950s, the first full-figured adult figure fashion doll.

Of course, the most popular fashion doll of all time was
created when Barbie® made her debut as a Mattel Toy in
1959. Also introduced in the 50s(1956) was the Ideal Toy
Corporation’s "Miss Revlon" doll. She was among the first
dolls to have high-heeled feet and the figure of an adult
woman.

Discoveries of early fashion dolls are still being made.
Research the many books on the subject so you know what

they look like and get acquainted with specialized doll auc-
tions such as Theriaults, online and collector auctions held by
Skinner.

10 NOVEMBER 2009—Mountain States Collector www.mountainstatescollector.com
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Antique Detective

Variety of Rare Dolls Still Come to Auction

Sedalia

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstration (weaving and
spinning) and Sale — Nov. 27, 28, 29

115 East Main 719-372-6677

Find It All in Florence
Antique Capital of Colorado

Rena Pryor

back to normal?
By Sandy Dale

We all can't wait for things to get "back" to normal, right?  By now, some of us can't remember what
"normal" was and some of us are pretty sure we aren't going "back" (and maybe shouldn't).  Whatever
happens, there are a few things we have learned from this tumultuous time.  We've heard all we need to
hear and see about the bad stuff, but there are some pretty important good things in my opinion.  Here
they are:

1. We've learned how much we love our families and friends.  Some of us have rediscovered our children.
2. We've learned who we miss and who we don't.
3. We've learned the difference between what we need, what we want, and what we can and need to

change.  (Very surprising in some cases who and what we need.)
4. We've learned how much we love our favorite coffee shops and restaurants and shops.
5. We've noticed how creative and resourceful we can be.
6. We've rediscovered what "slowing down" means.
7. We've learned that, if we really wanted to, we could reverse global warming.
8. We've discovered or rediscovered gardening and cooking.  How many of us actually baked bread

(or made an attempt) that had no unpronounceable ingredients in it? We've all taken more walks lately and
seen what nice things our neighbors have done to their yards.  

9. Some folks have said that America is cleaner than it's ever been.  We've even cleaned out our
closets and our basements.

10. We've enjoyed up-close-and-personal concerts by our favorite musicians in their private homes.
We've been able to hear live (sort of) original songs before they are "produced" with all the fancy equip-
ment.  We've been able to enjoy virtual art shows, seeing fantastic new art pieces and we've even learned
new art techniques ourselves.

I could go on, but you get the idea.  So you see, it isn't all bad. We are all trying to figure out what the
New Normal is and will be and we may all be suffering from a subconscious stress level that makes us
cranky and short tempered.  Let me suggest a temporary cure...a day trip to Florence.  I say temporary be-
cause it would be best for you to do this once a month or so.   When you venture out to Florence, you will
notice several new shops and restaurants. (All practice social distancing and suggest masks, of course.)
Brave new entrepreneurs purvey great new and old stuff.  Come treasure hunt in Florence.  Remember —
Please don't come if you're sick, wear a mask, and wash your hands.  Yes, that is part of the New Normal.
Not so bad, if it means we can visit our favorite coffee shops, restaurants, and the best antique stores in
Colorado.  

Happy 

Fourth of July!



A breakfast cereal gave unique recognition to the sport of ten-
nis early in the 1950s, not to mention the black female athlete. In
1952 Wheaties featured a select group of  professional athletes on
the backs of cereal boxes to cutout as trading cards. In the group a

number of baseball players, golfer
Sam Snead, and tennis sensation a
Athea Gibson. A few years later
Gibson also made the cover of
both Time magazine and Sports Il-
lustrated, but the earlier achieve-
ment on the cereal boxes had far
greater impact on the youngsters
of that generation.

The enduring Arthur Ash be-
came a tennis legend in the 1960s
and was fittingly on the cover of
many magazines including Sports
Illustrated and Life. Early in the 1970s professional tennis got a
tremendous boost when Billie Jean King and Bobby Riggs staged
the grand Battle of the Sexes before a nationwide television audi-
ence. Tennis became a child’s game too during the 1970s when XV
Productions marketed Set Point-The Tennis Strategy Game and
Parker Brothers offered a game simply named Tennis.

Eventually collectors moved on to even more exotic tennis col-
lectibles such as the game worn jacket of John McEnroe and action
photographs of  Boris Becker or Martina Navratilova. Autographs
of  tennis wonders of the past as William “Big Bill” Tilden were

treasured, and the even the signatures of more contemporary idols
Steffi Graf and Monica Seles seriously sought.

Tennis is “another sport where the collectibles are starting
to command increased attention,” note Don Johnson and Ellen
Schroy the co-authors of Warman’s Flea Market Price Guide,

2nd edition. They suggest
looking for ephemera and
equipment endorsed by  fa-
mous players such as a Pon-
cho Gonzales tennis ball can
or a color illustrated Maureen
Connolly tennis racket.

Recommended reading:
Racket Sports Col-

lectibles by Robert Everitt
(Schiffer Publishing).
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Contest

Lafayette

VISIT:
409 So.Public Rd.
Lafayette, CO 

CONTACT:
303-926-4060
nobletreasures@
hotmail.com

HOURS:
Mon.-Sat., 
10am-6pm
Sun. 12 pm-5pm

80026

Northglenn

Send your answers to the What Is It contest, postmarked
by July 20, to the Mountain States Collector, P.O. Box 1003,
Bailey, CO 80421. At least three winners will be drawn. Win-
ners will receive a year’s subscription to the Mountain States

Collector.

Old Wagon Antique Mall
Come Shop With Us —Over 100 Dealers To Choose From

10685 Melody Dr. 
Northglenn, Colorado

I-25/104th

Space Available Now

303-280-8114

Toys, Clocks, Glass, Furniture, Collectibles, Books
10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Daily, 12 to 4 Sundays, Closed Tuesdays

Like us on 
Facebook

STOREWIDE
SALES

Open 7 days a week 
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

3816 W. Eisenhower Blvd.
Loveland / 970-669-7440

WWW.Rockymountain
antiques.net

Loveland

June’s What Is It?

Sports Collectibles

tennis Anyone? sport nets Collectibles
We had several guesses

for our June What Is It.
Jerry Michals of Aurora and
Byron Roderick of Broom-
field, Colorado  correctly
identified the object as a
Muffin Bell, so called for
two brass dome bells with
an interior clapper. Mr.
Michals tells us the muffin bell (ca early 1800s) was origi-
nally used by volunteer fire companies in the Eastern USA
towns to call the volunteers to duty by shaking it back and
forth running through the streets to the shed where the hand-
operated, hand-pulled, hand-pumper was stored. The bell
called them to the fire. The torchboy or firefighter leading
the hand-pulled hose reel or hand pumper would ring this
bell as he led the way to the fire. These bells usually have
an 1850s patent date on the handle.”

According to Mr. Roderick, “Mid 1800s watchmen walked
town streets looking for fires. Rotating the muffin bell sum-
moned volunteer firemen to fight the blaze.” He also suggests
going to www.americanbell.org for more information.

Collecting fire fighting related objects is a great hobby. One
collector says, “The key to successful collecting is in books.
They describe the history of fire fighting, help identify antique
equipment and provide fascinating information on the way vol-
unteer companies operated in the old days.”

Congratulations to Mr Michals and Mr. Roderick! You have
won a year’s subscription to the Mountain States Collector.

July’s What Is It?

Keenesburg — 
Antique Capitol of weld County
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By Anne Gilbert

Q. I remember my grandmother keeping jewelry in
this box when I was a child. It has a raised leaf design sur-
round a circular portrait of a woman. On the bottom is a an
oval shaped design with a B & W in the center. It is some
kind of metal, possibly brass or copper. What can you tell
me about it?

K.C. -Shawnee, KS
A. From your photo you appear to have a Victorian,

cast metal glove box with a celluloid cameo. They were
popular from the 1890s to around 1910. Similar examples
can sell in shops for several hundred dollars.

Q. My mother-in law gave me a Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs rug she got in the 1930s. It was made in
Italy. Any idea of value ?
H.P.-

A. Prices vary, but it could sell for over $200.
Q. What can you tell me about the Czechoslovakian

tea set with Spanish marks? On the bottom it says "Fabri-
cada en Alp Choslovagia."

M.
A. Czechoslovakian tea sets and other pieces made of

porcelain and semi-porcelain were exported to many coun-
tries, including Spain, which explains the markings on
your tea set.

Q. I bought this colorful Oriental plate in a Florida
thrift shop. It is 18 inches in diameter and has no marks. I
paid $25. How old is it ? Where was it made ? Did I pay
too much ?

H.C. - Pompano Beach, FL
A. You have a collector’s eye and have discovered a

mid-19th century Japanese Imari charger. Made in the
Japanese town of Arita beginning in the 17th Century, it
was named for the port of Imari-the place from where it
was shipped. The designs of textiles, chrysanthemums and
landscapes were enclosed in panels. It became so popular
that by the 18th century the Chinese copied it. So did Eng-

lish potters such as Derby, Bow, Worcester and Chelsea.
Yours could fetch $900 or more at auction.

Q. I found this painted spice bin in an antiques shop
years ago. The dealer told me it was called "tole" I have
since used it as a decorative object in my kitchen. Now I
would like to know about its history and value.

M.B.T. - Las Vegas, NV
A. Your 19th century spice bin is known as "tole" —

basically it is painted tin-ware. Regardless of how it was
finished it can be called "painted tin," "tole" or
"Japanned." In Colonial America, painted tin was import-
ed from England. By 1750, American peddlers were trav-
eling from town to town selling it. From 1790 to 1870 it
was advertised as "Japanned-ware." In good condition
yours could sell for more than $800 at auction.

Antique Detective

Antique Detective Q & A

Keenesburg

http://www.a-step-back.com

AA Step Back Step Back 
In TIn Timeime

Loveland

Open 10-5 all winter.

Come See Us in 2010.A Step Back A Step Back 

in Timein Time
Antiques and 

Collectibles

30 So. Main Street

Keenesburg, CO

303-732-9257

Offering a wide range of

antiques from the mid

1800s to the 1950s

Open Monday-Saturday

10:00 to 5:00
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This month’s What Is Its were sent to us by Suzanne Capra of Wheat Ridge, Col-
orado.Suzanne tells us that, “a friend bought this object for me. I do not know what its func-
tion is. I hope you can find an answer to the use of this.” Suzanne also sent the What Is It in
the smaller inset picture. It was pictured in her Reminisce magazine. She thought we might
be able to help determine what it is. She adds, “We really enjoy reading the Mountain States
Collector. Thank you for doing such a great job.”

Thank you, Suzanne, for sending the two What Is Its and for your kind words. How
about it, Readers, can you help her identify these two objects?

Send your answers to the What Is It contest, postmarked by October 20, to the Moun-
tain States Collector, P.O. Box 2525, Evergreen, CO 80437-2525.

Three winners will be drawn from correct entries received. Winners will receive a
year’s subscription to the Mountain States Collector.

Contest

October’s What Is It?

September’s What Is It?

Greeley

Brighton

Complete Antique
Restoration Available

Full Line of
Antiques &
Collectibles

(1/2 Blk. No. of Bridge & Main)
Brighton, CO 80601

303-659-7516

24 North Main  

Louisville

New Shipment 
from France 
Coming Soon

Jerry Michals of Aurora, Colorado tells us that September’s What Is It is a Muffin
Bell. “This bell was commonly used by volunteer 19th Century fire fighters. The torch
boy or firefighter leading the hand pulled hose reel or hand pumper would ring this bell
as he led the way to the fire. These bells usually have an 1850s patent date on the han-
dle.”

Jerry is exactly right! Others who properly identified the September What Is It
include Charles Pheasant, Centennial, Colorado (He adds, “I enjoy your contest a lot.
Keep it up.”); Fred Clark of Colorado Springs (He tells us “I love your monthly paper and
appreciate having it sent as I’ve been ill for the last 12 months.”); Ellen Chelesvig of
Boulder, Colorado guessed that the object was a auctioneers bell and because it is very
possible that it has been used that way, we feel Ellen should also win a year’s subscrip-
tion to the Mountain States Collector. Congratulations, winners!

Collecting fire fighting related objects is a great hobby. One collector says, “The key
to successful collecting is in books. They describe the history of fire fighting, help iden-
tify antique equipment and provide fascinating information on the way volunteer compa-
nies operated in the old days.”

More directly related to collecting are the histories’ accounts of fire fighting meth-
ods, because these descriptions trace the development of equipment. The oldest piece of
collectible equipment was used not by fire fighters but by guardians of the law. When the
first police unit activated in America began to patrol the streets of New Amsterdam in
1658 each member carried, in addition to musket, bayonet and sword used for peace-
keeping, a large wooden rattle. The patrolman was to twirl his rattle vigorously if he saw
a fire or smelled one; at the first sound of that clatter, nearby householders would swarm
out to fight the fire. The official designation of this volunteer outfit was The Rattle Watch,
but the members were generally known as “The Prowlers.”

Continued from page 9
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The Brass Armadillo is a professionally
operated business that takes antiques and
collectibles seriously. We work to have quality
items at good prices.

The mall is open from 9am to 9pm. every
day, except Christmas. We host seminars,
workshops and training events.
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Colorado
11301 W. I-70 Frontage Rd. 303-403-1677

Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 877-403-1677

Open 7 Days a Week 

9 am - 9 pm


