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The Colorado Antique

Gallery is celebrating its 28th

Anniversary in 2020 with a

month-long sale that runs

through the whole month of

March. Proudly located in the

City of Littleton at 5501 S.

Broadway since 1992. With

285 vendors located under one

52,000 square foot roof there

are hundreds of thousands of

fabulous finds on sale during

the month of March. The

Colorado Antique is home to

many long-time dealers who

have been in business at the

Gallery since 1992. Their staff

is second to none and has a extensive knowledge the

antique industry. With nearly three decades in business

the Gallery is your go-to spot for antique and vintage

finds from all eras. The Colorado Antique Gallery is

locally owned and operated plus it’s conveniently locat-

ed 15 minutes from Downtown Denver. 

March is always the time to save every year at the

Colorado Antique Gallery with their month-long An-

niversary Sale. Their “Miles of Aisles” are full of trea-

sures just waiting to go home and give your house a lit-

tle pizzazz. Nothing lights up a room like a treasure from

the Gallery.  They have a little bit of everything from

all eras: Mid Century to Victorian, Queen Anne to Art

Deco and everything in between. Furniture, glassware,

signage, and every type of jewelry you can think of is

at the Colorado Antique Gallery. Barware, “mantiques”,

art glass, art work and collectibles are always in stock

at 5501 S. Broadway. With one of the fastest moving

inventories of antiques in the state the Gallery always

has different merchandise arriving every day.  

The Colorado Antique Gallery has been the go-to

spot for antiques and collectibles in Littleton since 1992.

Thousands of antique enthusiasts from all over the globe

have made their way to 5501 S. Broadway to have a

one-of-a-kind antiquing experience. Be sure to check

out their Facebook page, and website at: coloradoan-

tiquegallery.com to find out when they are having their

next sale or special event. The staff and owners of the

Colorado Antique Gallery want to thank all of their loyal

customers for their continued patronage: “We appreci-

ate all of our loyal customers and can’t thank you

enough!!”

Colorado Antique Gallery
Celebrates 28 Years With Giant Sale

St. Patrick’s Day 
History and Traditions

Abound
By Bobbie Sweeney

St. Patrick's Day—a great day for the
Irish in America. It is not necessary that
you come from Ireland or that you are
born of Irish parents—everybody
suddenly becomes part of the fun-
loving, hard-drinking Irish culture on
this festive day.

Whatever your favorite color hap-
pens to be, it changes to green on St.
Patrick's Day. Having an Irish name helps, but
Germans, Italians, Greeks, Chinese and all the rest can have just as
much fun drinking green beer, eating green food, and wearing green
on this special day of the year.

Most cities in the United States have a parade on this day. Busi-
nessmen, churches, schools—everyone enters into the fun of mak-
ing March 17 "a great day for the Irish."

St. Patrick himself was born in England. He is credited with
having converted all of Ireland to Christianity by his biographers.
Patrick was 16 years old when he was captured by pirates, and taken
to Ireland and sold as a slave. He learned to love the Irish people.
When he escaped from slavery, six years later, he became a monk
in France. His greatest desire was to return to Ireland as a mission-
ary. He did return, and founded more than 300 churches.

Many legends are believed about St. Patrick. It is hard to say
how true they are. It is said that he chased all the poisonous snakes
out of Ireland and into the sea. The only snake he allowed to stay
was a small brown snake that helped rid the country of insects.
However, St. Patrick did change the color of the snake to green, so
that it would blend in with the gorgeous greens of the enchanting
countryside.

Another legend tells of how St. Patrick planted the shamrock
in Ireland, then used the lovely three leaves of the plant to explain
the Holy Trinity to the Irish people. One leaf represented the
Father, one the Son, one the Holy Ghost, and all three grew from
the same stem. As a result, the shamrock became the national flower
of Ireland.

St. Patrick became the Patron Saint of Ireland. The anniversary
of his death, March 17 in 461 A.D., has been celebrated in America
since colonial days. At least 1/3rd of the men in George Washing-
ton's army had been born in Ireland, and he encouraged them to cel-
ebrate St. Patrick'a Day in 1775. It was not until 1875 that the day
was celebrated nationwide.

When visiting in Ireland, a taste of Irish wiskey is a must for all
tourists—although the entire country is bone-dry on St. Patrick's Day.

Whichever way you choose to celebrate, the Mountain States

Collector hopes you have a gleeful day!
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Old Crows Antique Mall
10081 West Bowles Avenue
Littleton, Colorado

303-973-8648

DEALERS WANTED

Space is Filling Up Fast!

The Antique Brothers,

Timmy and Joseph Crawford, Welcome You

Two brothers, creating a one-of-a-kind 

state-of-the art showroom for your antiques

Featuring:

• Excellent location • Only 5% sales tax! • Almost 300 booths of various sizes • Over
300 locked cases • Video and electronic surveillance • All New! • World’s Largest
Root Beer Bar serving floats, coffee and more • We want you to join Old Crows Antiques’
family! Each day dealers continue to join Old Crows Antiques.

Happy Antiquing!

Now Open

Birdseye view from Crow’s Nest overlooking dealer booths.

Hans Barma’s Alpen Glow, 1930’s
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Arvada

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd. ,  Sui te130, Arvada, CO 80003

2 Miles North of I-70 on Wadsworth, N.E. Corner of 64th and Wadsworth

www.homesteadantiquemall.net

720-484-3644 Open 7 Days a Week, 10am - 6pm

Over 70 dealers with a wide variety

of antiques,  vintage furnishings,

glassware, jewelry , collect ibles,

primitives, shabby chic,  

Western, Native American, 

home decor & more.. .

Best  
of  Ar vada

Best  Antique  Mall  
in  Ar vada



MAr. 4: PORTRAIT MINIATURES

Discussion led by Chris Ives at 2:00 p.m.
in the L&M Cafe at the Brass Armadillo,
11301 West I-70, Wheat ridge, CO.  More
info, or if you would be interested in doing
a presentation in your area of expertise,
call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

MAr. 13-15: WORLD WIDE ANTIQUE

AND VINTAGE SHOW Denver Mart
Expo Building, I-25 & 58th Ave., Fri.-Sat. 10
am - 6 pm, Sunday 11 am - 4 pm. Get tickets
at www.FINDYOUrANTIQUE.com

MAr. 13-15: HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

TO THE DENVER BRASS ARMADIL-

LO MALL It is free t-shirts weekend and
15% off everything in the mall. They will
be giving away ten Anniversary t-shirts
every hour during each of the three-day
sale. Come and celebrate with them on
their Anniversary. On Saturday, they will
be serving hot dogs and chips from 11 a.m.

until gone. On Sunday, they will be serv-
ing Anniversary Cake and Punch until
gone. More info, call 303-403-1677.

MAr. 18: ENDPAPERS & BOOK-

PLATES Discussion led by Cheryl Miller at
2:00 p.m. in the L&M Cafe at the Brass Ar-
madillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat ridge, CO.
More info, or if you would be interested in
doing a presentation in your area of exper-
tise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

MAr. 21 & 22: ULTIMATE INDOOR

GARAGE SALE , The ranch Events Com-
plex in Loveland, For more info,  go to
www.ultimateindoorgaragesale.com or call
them at 719-345-2803.

MAr. 27 & 28: ULTIMATE INDOOR

GARAGE SALE at Island Grove  Event
Center, 501 North 14th Ave., Greeley. For
more info, www.ultimateindoorgarage-
sale.com or call them at 719-345-2803.

Show Calendar

March Events
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Shows

Get tickets at

www.FINDYOURANTIQUE.com
Denver Mart • Expo Building • 1-25 & 58th Ave Fri - Sat: 10am - 6pm • Sunday: 11am - 4pm

March 13 - 15

Treasures From Around the Globe
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The Brass Armadillo is a professionally
operated business that takes antiques and
collectibles seriously. We work to have quality
items at good prices.

The mall is open from 9am to 9pm. every
day, except Christmas. We host seminars,
workshops and training events.

Colorado
�����������	������ ������� ����������		

���� �����������
���� 
		�������		
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Happy Anniversary!
March 13-15

Free T-Shirts • Great Sales
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So. Broadway, Denver
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Antique Detective

Designs Make Old Hardware Collectible
By Anne Gilbert

Did you ever think of old hardware as decorative art? Sur-
prisingly there are many serious collectors who proudly dis-
play antique and vintage brass and iron doorknobs, locks and
other examples. They also buy reproductions. There was a time
when these artifacts could be found in salvage lots and flea
markets. But, they became trendy by the 1970s. Buyers of pe-
riod homes often need to replace door knobs and other old
pieces.

Keep in mind that current design trends over the centuries also
appeared on hardware. Eastlake, Arts and Crafts and Mid-century Modern,  to mention a few.

Historically, the look and mechanical techniques of hardware have undergone many changes
over the centuries. They have come a long way from the simple locks and keys made in Egypt
4,000 years ago. In ancient rome the keys had become iron and bronze. It was there that the first
use of “wards”(fixed projections’ in a lock) to ward off entry. Padlocks also had early beginnings
in many ancient cultures including China. They were made of bronze and brass. Credit the ancient
Greeks with inventing the keyhole.

By Medieval times French and German locksmiths trimmed their lock plates with Gothic moldings
and carvings. Among the most important makers of hardware was Enoch robinson (1801-1888). Many
of his locks and escutcheons were bronze. They are still in use in old Boston hotels and on doors in the
United States Treasury building.

During the 19th century some beautiful Wedgwood doorknobs were made.
Periodically they turn up in shops and auctions. Some fascinating reproduc-
tions are available on the internet.

If you are more concerned with the beauty of design than historical pur-
pose there are reproductions of elaborate workmanship of the Ming and Qing
Dynasties.

Sometimes an old trunk or valise that is falling apart has hardware worth
saving. One type was made by the Eagle Lock Company in the late 19th cen-
tury. It was a brass crop with an eagle motif. Other examples were japanned.

CLUES: If you are thinking about beginning a collection take a trip to the
“Lock Museum of America in Terryville, CT. It is a visual tour of lock history

beginning with examples from ancient Egypt to 20th century America.
Once you are serious about collecting contact The Antique Doorknob Collectors of America. They

have a monthly newsletter and yearly convention. information on the internet. Check out eBay for unrec-
ognized treasures.   

PHOTO CAPTIONS (1) Wedgwood Jasperware door knob. 19th century. PHOTO CrED-
IT: eBay  (2) Qing lock. 18th century. PHOTO CrEDIT: eBay
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Belleek Porcelain China

By Tom Cotter,  Photos by Tom Cotter

Sometimes from tragedy is born beauty.  Follow-
ing the great Potato Famine in the 1840s, John Cald-
well Bloomfield decided to help the populace on the
Castle Caldwell Estate along river Erne at the vil-
lage of Belleek, Northern Ireland.  He had found pot-
tery and china quality materials and identified peat,
water power, and available labor on the Caldwell Es-
tate around 1850.  Bloomfield sought capital and ex-
pertise to provide jobs and income on the estate.
Through a chance meeting with robert Williams
Armstrong, a London architect, inventor, and ceram-
ics aficionado, he found a willing co-conspirator.
Armstrong partnered with Dublin investor and Cald-
well friend David McBirney, brought English potters
to supervise and train personnel, and designed and
built the famous Belleek factory.  Armstrong also
arranged a train line to bring coal for kilns and re-
move finished products.  While initial products start-
ing about 1857 were primarily porous, lower tem-
perature-fired earthenware, such as telegraph insula-
tors, shaving mugs, kitchenware, and so on, in 1863
Belleek began producing its famous Parian porce-
lain/china, as well as high-fired stoneware.  The
kaolin-based porcelain became the hallmark of the
factory.  A series of marks (Black 1, 1863-90; Black
2, 1891-1926; Black 3, 1926-46; Green 1, 1946-55;
Green 2, 1955-65; Green 3, 1965-80, + eleven more)
were stamped on products from then until the pre-
sent.  (photo 1)  Despite periodic financial difficul-
ties beginning with the death of the founding part-
ners in the 1880s after which locals bought the fac-
tory, Belleek has been a grand and gorgeous Irish tra-
dition, weathering wars and downturns.  Unique
pieces have been designed and produced for royalty
in Great Britain and other nobility particularly fol-
lowing a gold medal at the 1856 Dublin Exposition.
Exports to the United States, Canada, and Australia
ensued.

The process has changed little in 150 years.
Starting with mixed Parian raw materials (“China

clay, feldspar, ground flint glass, frit, and water…”)1

the “slip” is poured into plaster of paris molds.  Set
up for a given time, each piece is removed from its
mold, “fettled” which clarifies the pattern, trims ex-
cess, and adds extra parts (handles, spouts, lids, etc.),
then dried and sent to a biscuit kiln.  Initially biscuit
firing at ~1,200o C for about 6 hours precedes scour-
ing (inspecting and cleaning), dipping in a nacreous
glaze, gloss kiln firing at ~1,000o C  for a mother-
of-pearl finish, painting and decorating, enamel kiln
firing at 650-750o C, inspecting, trademarking,
wrapping, and warehousing.  This is a minimum six
days in process; additional time is necessary for bas-
kets and flowered pieces.  Though labor-intensive
and time-consuming, Belleek craftsmen create some
of the most delicate, stunning porcelain in the world.

For the collector, the selection is vast.  In many

pieces, age often determines the rarity and price of a
piece or set.  Belleek artists created statuary made as
busts of Dickens, Shakespeare, Gladstone, the Queen
of hops, and others.  Other figurines include children,
Venus, Meditation, St. Patrick, leprechauns, and
many others.  These may be unusual and pricy, as a
“Prince of Wales” Icepail, originally designed for
Prince Albert, can still be found on the factory web-
site for $4,800 U.S.  Made on order only.  For the
more budget conscious, cats, pigs, dogs, frogs, owls,
swans, fish, fantastic dolphins, and other creatures
are collectible.   (picture 2, below left)

Intricate baskets are and were made from a dried
slip and gum arabic mixture, which is more resilient

belleek — the beauty of Ireland

Photo 1 — A series of marks were stamped on products from 1863 until the present.

Continued on page 9



by barry Krause

The Navaho developed blanket weaving skills to the
highest degree of excellence with their beautiful work with
sheep's wool in the historic period after contact with Euro-
pean immigrants. 

Wool was unknown to American Indians in Ari-
zona and New Mexico until the Spaniards brought
sheep there in the 16th century. The Pueblo tribes did
their best with weaving cotton clothing in pre-
Columbian times, but it was the Navahos who achieved
what is widely regarded as the finest quality in blan-
kets woven by American Indians. 

This happened after the Navahos learned how to
weave from their Pueblo neighbors, according to some
scholars. We hear old tales of Navaho raids to steal sheep,
horses and cattle from the Pueblos, Spaniards and Mexi-
cans. Even the Pueblo women and children were some-
times kidnapped by Navaho raiding parties, and we can
imagine them learning how to weave from their captors. 

However, in those days, it is believed that the men
did most of the weaving in the Pueblo communities,
while the women wove in Navaho settlements. Those
Navaho women soon got the reputation as the best
blanket weavers in the entire world, and an inspection
of surviving antique blankets from them can verify this
if we know what to look for. 

In his "Personal Narrative of Explorations and Inci-
dents in Texas and New Mexico," published in 1854, John
Russell Bartlett described how he witnessed Navahos with
"woolen blankets of their own manufacture, which they
used to cover their bodies when it was cold, as well as for
saddle cloths. These blankets are superior to any native
fabric I have ever seen...” 

As the 19th century drew to a close, those superior
grade native Navaho blankets became very rare, as the
Navahos were induced by blanket traders to make blan-
kets faster and cheaper to sell for quick profits. 

Dr. Charles F. Lummis, writing at the turn of the cen-
tury back then, explained how the rare old bayeta blankets
made famous by 19th century Navaho weavers were con-
structed from good red cloth acquired in trade from Euro-
pean factories, then unwound, respun, and woven into fine
blankets of their own design with quality such as "never
have been produced elsewhere. Their durability is won-
derful. They never fade, no matter how frequently washed
... As for wear, I have seen the latter blankets which have
been used for rugs on the floors of populous Mexican
houses for fifty years, which still retain their brilliant color,
and show serious wear only at their broken edges. And
they will hold water as well as canvas will." 

You won't find blankets like that for sale at $10 each
at the tacky roadside tourist shops in Arizona and New
Mexico today, but it is still possible to buy a modern Nava-
ho blanket of better than average quality "in the old style"
of design and weaving, from the best dealers in Native
American goods, but expect to pay a four figure price. 

Look for an all-wool blanket with fine, tightly woven
yarn. The design should be traditional and pleasing, and
the only way to know that is to study a lot of blankets in
dealer's shops and pictured in reliable guidebooks. 

In the old days, the Navaho weaver made her blanket
designs inspired by nature, her religion and culture, and
many experts say that the most talented weavers never
made two blankets with the same design. 

Judith Miller's "Antiques Price Guide" for 2006 lists
some wonderful antique Navaho blankets with color pho-
tos and current retail prices, and I recommend looking at
it to get an idea of what can be bought today. 

The most expensive blanket in Miller's guidebook
is an early 1860s classic period "man's serape Navaho
slave blanket," 78 by 48 inches, priced in the $60,000 to
$80,000 range. 

But many blankets are more affordable from that
era. Miller mentions a lovely early 19th century region-
al blanket, Navaho, made with natural and commer-
cially dyed homespun wool, with "crosses and whirling
log devices" but also with "minor wool loss," 63 -by 45
inches, for $1,200 to $1,800. 

Native Navaho sheep's wool was naturally colored
black, white, brown and gray, therefore the early
undyed Navaho woolen blankets and clothing had to
be of these colors. 

Eventually, the Navaho learned how to use natural
vegetable and mineral dyes to "enhance" (deepen) these
shades, and add other colors as well. Such old Navaho "na-
tive wool, native dyed, native woven" blankets are prized
today as the best specimens found mostly in museums and
in private collections of value. 

Red is the color of life-giving sunshine, to the
Navaho weaver who has often used red-dyed wool for
blanket designs. 

"Red on a black or dark background suggests sunlight
on the back of a cloud, and on some of the masks used in
sacred dances borders are made of feathers of red-tailed
woodpeckers to represent rays of sunlight streaming out
at the edge of a cloud," said George Wharton James in his
book, "Indian Blankets and Their Makers," first published
in 1914 and reprinted since then. 

Beginning collectors of Navaho blankets can be fooled
into believing that a precious old blanket is worthless be-
cause it "looks faded in color," when, in fact, it has simply
"toned down" over the years to, for example, a soft rose
shade from an original red color, and is much admired by
those who understand its age and rarity today. 

Later blankets made with aniline dyes were often
junk, and not worth collecting today in the eyes of dis-
criminating collectors. 

Fred Harvey kept his great American Indian collec-
tions at Albuquerque, New Mexico and the Hopi House
at the Grand Canyon in Arizona, but he also hired skilled
Indian weavers to make quality blankets to sell to the pub-
lic at his stores at depots along the Santa Fe Railway. Such

blankets are collectible today, as they were generally made
with the best available materials then. 

So, we don't ignore nice 20th century Navaho blan-
kets, as many of these have value, too. Miller shows us a
handsome Navaho pictorial weaving, 81 by 47 inches in
dimensions, made of "natural and commercially dyed
homespun wool," with depictions of a central cornstalk,
cows, horses and lizards "on a variegated ground, with a
large geometric border," and valued today at between
$8,000 and $12,000, made circa 1930. 

You won't find blankets like that at roadside swap
meets for bargain prices if their vendors know what they
are, but you can find them for sale in upscale Native Amer-
ican crafts stores, priced appropriately to account for work-
manship expertise, appeal of design, state of preservation
and market demand. 

The word "Navaho" is also spelled with a "j" as "Nava-
jo," Spanish style, and there are arguments for and against
both spellings, even among the Navaho themselves. 
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Castle Rock Olde Towne Littleton

Navaho Weaving

Antique navaho blankets bring top Prices 

This old photo of a frontier trading post in Arizona Territo-
ry, circa 1880s, shows large Indian blankets for sale or trade.
This post served as a popular local marketplace for Navahos
and Apaches. Image reproduced on modern postcard in the
"Old West Collectors Series" published by Kustom Quality
of EI Paso, Texas. 

Old Navaho blankets such as these are rarely seen today. At left
is an old bayeta double saddle blanket in the Fred Harvey Col-
lection. At right is an old style Navaho squaw dress in the John
L. Hubbell Collection. Color plate in "Indian Blankets and Their
Makers" by George Wharton James, originally published in
1914 and reprinted since then. 
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Sterling,

Colorado

OLD WAREHOUSEOLD WAREHOUSE
ANTIQUESANTIQUES
Sterling, Colorado

heirloom  & Investment Quality Antiques
Specializing in Oak & Walnut Furniture,
Clocks, Lighting, Fine Glass, Primitives

326 North Front Street
(1/2 block N. Under Chestnut Street Overpass)

Open Monday through Friday 10:00 to 5:30 

Saturday 10 to 5:30 by chance or appointment

970-522-3145970-522-3145

Belleek

belleek — the beauty of Ireland
than the normal porcelain.  All basket parts have been
produced by hand; plaited bottoms, extruded basket
rods attached to the bottoms as lattice work.   Flower
petals, stems, buds, twigs, and shamrocks have al-
ways been individually hand-formed, carefully com-
bined, and attached.  Leaves were and are molded.
Even the smallest basket has 273 “separate and dis-
tinct parts:  twenty seven panels of four rods each,
plus sixteen flowers and shamrocks of more than 165

separate segments.”2 (picture 3, previous page)  Bas-
kets are hand-packed in a sand-filled refractory basin
lined with paper before firing to maintain structural
integrity.  All this leads to exquisite detail.

Tea sets and accompanying wares may be the most

recognizable and popular col-
lectible items of Belleek china,
particularly Shamrock Ware,
with its woven basket and sham-
rock-decorated forms.  Particu-
larly unique are many sea-in-
spired designs, provided by
robert Armstrong’s talented
wife, Anne.  These include lines
such in Limpet, Neptune (a mix-
ture of whelk and cockle shells,
I believe), Tridacna (giant
clams), Echinus (sea urchin),
and Shell (scallops and coral),
found in individual pieces and

sets.  rare older tea sets may have dragons, geese and
grass, thorns, artichokes, bamboo, Celtic designs,
Claddagh pieces, hexagons, lilies, masks, and thistles,
among others. (picture 4, to the left)

Holy Water fonts, crosses, and other religious items
are available, along with a series of Christmas plates.
Vases and containers appear in an amazing variety of
forms and sizes. (picture 5, above)  Candlesticks, jugs,
flower pots, and center pieces can be sought out.  I have
seen some amazing sets and pieces at the  World Wide
Antique and Vintage Shows (coming in March and June
to Denver), as well as pieces on EBay and Etsy.  Of
course, as noted earlier, there is an active Belleek web-
site for current production and information.  Periods
from 1926 through 1980 contain in the trademark the
words “DEANTA IN EIrEANN" (made in Ireland).
May it continue so.

I am grateful to Peggy and Jon DeStefano for
supporting collectors through the Mountain States
Collector.  (Bibliography available upon request at
rmdgs.com)

Footnotes:  1 richard K. Degenhart, Belleek, The
Complete Collector’s Guide and Illustrated refer-

ence, Second Edition, p. 48, 1993       2 ibid, p 57.

Continued from page 7

Happy St. Patrick’s Day

An Irishman's Dinner
At home we lived the "simple life,"

With "pint and praties" for the dinner.

And chicken stew on

Sundays, too,

(With nary a bit of

chicken in her).

But when you "find"

some rabbits in

The landlord's ground

(a poacher's trick)

It's wise to call them

something else—

And so we called our

rabbit "chick."

You take and cut the

rabbit up,

And boil with half a

cup of rice;

Then add some

dumplings—parsley,

chopped—

A clove or two to give

it spice.

"And what are 'pint and praties?"

Sure, I should have told you—

'twas my fault—

We eat the plain potatoes boiled,

And merely "pint" them in salt.



WANTED
WANTED: ANTIQUE AFRI-

C A N   T R A D E   B E A D S .

Email pictures to DBW43

@comcast.net (12/19)

FOR SALE

AVON WILDLIFE FIG-

URINES Also collectible bird

figures. Call 303-741-4340.

(12-19)

FOR SALE: VINTAGE
PEDAL CAR COLLEC-
TION (1930’s - 1950’s). 15
restored, 9 originals. Loca-
tion Denver. Contact:
eddbee54@gmail.com for
details. (11-19)

DEALERS
DEALER SPACE AVAIL-

ABLE Florence — “An-

tique Capital of Col-

orado” Join us at one of

the largest, fastest-paced

stores in downtown Flo-

rence. 10,000 sq. ft. Open

Daily. Friendly, Knowledge-

able Staff. Stop by or call

Rena @ 719-429-3328. Lo-

ralie Antique Mall, 109 W.

Main - Florence.

CLUBS
D O   Y O U   L O V E   A N -
TIQUES, Collectibles, Art
and History? Questers is
for you! Contact: OFW
ANTIQUES@gmail.com
970-226-4432.

SERVICES
ARTIFACT ANALYSIS
/APPRAISAL, Boulder,
Colorado, 310-490-9606,
EEDUC@aol.com (9-19)
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Always

Buying

Brighton

Complete Antique
Restoration Available

Full Line of
Antiques &
Collectibles

(1/2 Blk. No. of Bridge & Main)
Brighton, CO 80601

303-659-7516

24 North Main  

W A N T E D
WANTED: Older
style gas ranges,
1920s-50s ie Cham-
bers, O’Keeffe and
Merritt, others, no
electrics 303-779-
0073 (01-07)

WANTED: Antique Heating
and Cooking Stoves, or-
nate, 303-779-0073. (01-07)

WANTED: 
TOY AIRPLANES (TMD);
factory display models;
built up plastic models. Call
Walt, 970-204-0499 ( 1-10)

WANTED: PILLIN POT-
TERY, 303-477-3923. (5-10)

WANTED: MODEL AIR-
PLANES, kits, engines, race
cars. 303-422-0408 (12-07)

WANTED: OLD VENDING
MACHINES, gumball, pea-
nut, matches, cigarette and
etc. Call Jeff (303) 775-
3250. (11-09)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES
WANTED, 303-792-2450.
(4-10)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Antique secre-
tary box circa 1850—brass
bound teak—rare-excellent
condition—$2100, set of 2
vaseline glass candle hold-
ers—short, curled base—
$150, small oil lamp circa
1800—green with white flow-
ers—never used—$150,
Royal Copenhagen tea set—
open lace pattern—num-
bered—4 pieces—hard to
find, Many McCoy pieces—

mostly flower pots—vase—
bedside bowl and pitcher set,
lg, Antique Singer sewing
machine with case, Cut
glass, 303-838-3643. Email:
jgf3643@hotmail.com

FOR SALE: A.B. Dick 310
offset press, 111 plate
maker, Michael’s collator,
Schaefer cast iron wax
melter, manuals, misc parts.
$100.00 takes all. 719-647-
8867. Pueblo West. (12-09)

DOULTON’S BOWL/
PITCHER Fontainbleau
Burslem pitcher good condi-
tion O3068K bowl small
crack $1,000 OBO 303-659-
0748. (01/10)

DEALERS
R O C K Y M O U N T A I N
ANTIQUES IN LOVELAND
wants dealers w/toys, clocks,
watches, quality knives &
razors, tools, other neat stuff.
Low rent. 970-669-7440.

DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Serendipity Mercan-
tile, Longmont, Colorado.
large building, room for more
dealers. Great parking! Call
303-776-8511. 

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to or
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

RETAIL FOR LEASE, 1400
block South Broadway, 3
spaces, 1300 to 2500 square
feet, each with storage.
Betsy 303-777-0848, bc
tournier@aol.com (08/09) 

SERVICES
BUY OR SELL ANTIQUE
BUSINESS! Licensed bro-
ker to bring together buyers
and sellers. We package
trade names, inventory,
customer lists, Real Estate
leases and sales, and cre-
ative financing and ex-
changes. 303-913-3355
www.Traylorhomes.com
Business Opportunities

C H I P S A N D P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain
repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
Sari, 303-623-4217 or
email chipsandpieces @
yahoo.com

EXPERT silver and met-
als repairs restoration.
Appraisals for insurance.
720-939-9373, nat_mx6
@hotmail.com (3-07) Lyons

Spree Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 1003
Bailey, CO 80421

WESTERN
COLLECTIONS FOR

SALE
Metal horse statues, Roy
Rogers collection. Other

Western
stars items,

Dixie 
Premiums,
movie cow-

boy and
rodeo post
cards, sad-

dles, horses, etc. on
plates, ladies with horse

calendars, Tom Beecham
convas type prints 

in frames. 
Horses on scarves 

collection, horses on
hankies collection. West-
ern neckties collection.

More items too numerous
to mention. 

Serious inquiries only!

303-432-7223

Dan’s 
Painting,

Remodeling
Wallpaper Removal,

Dry Wall Repair, Water
Damage Repair
Acoustic/Ceiling 

Removal

303-922-0792

Advertise
in the Moun-
tain States
Collector.        

Reach the
t h o u s a n d s
of antique
c o l l e c t o r s
and afficionados that enjoy
this 37 year old newspaper
devoted to the collector and to
the antique buff. 

Call 303-674-1253 for more
information.

Get more
bang for your
buck!

Drop us a line. 
We’d love to hear from you.
Our address is: P.O. Box 1003

Bailey, CO 80421
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CLASSIFIED ADS:

The Mountain States Collector, a tabloid

newspaper dedicated to promoting the enjoyment

of antiquing and collecting in the Rocky Mountain

region, is distributed the first weekend of every

month through shops, auctions, flea markets and

antique shows, and is mailed to subscribers. 

(Opinions of the writers contained herein are

not necessarily the opinions of the publishers.)

Advertising information: call Jon DeStefano at 720-276-2777 or email him at jondestef@gmail.com

or for any other information, call Spree Enterprises, 303-674-1253 or email us at customerservice@mountainstatescollector.com.

Publisher Spree Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 1003
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WANTED: ANTIQUES, SIL-
VER & GOLD ITEMS, jewelry,
silver items in any condition,
watches, clocks, paintings,
walking canes, bronzes,
lamps, estate items. TOP
DOLLAR PAID 720-939-9373
WE ALSO REPAIR SILVER &
METALS (09/19)

Club News

By Kathryn Hanna, FANA Public Relations Chair

Email: westonkafan@gmail.com or call 952-200-9727

Seattle, WA —Are you a fan fancier?  If so, you
should check out this year’s Fan Association of North
America (FANA) 38th annual meeting that convenes in
Seattle, WA, on May 27-30, 2020.  FANA members will
gather to view and learn about all types of fans--floral,
historic, novelty, stylish and more.  Join FANA and par-
ticipate in this 3-day, jam-packed fan-focused gathering.

Meeting organizer and Seattle-area resident Shelly
Lane says, “our educational agenda will delight fan en-
thusiasts with numerous fan-viewing opportunities.”
FANA members will take part in several guided field trips
including a visit to Seattle’s Museum of History and In-
dustry and the University of Washington Henry Art
Gallery.  The tours will also include viewing fans from
the collection of the Washington State Historical Society,
including a special selection of 18th century fans and un-
usual feather fans.  These museum visits are especially ex-
citing because their fans are rarely on public display due
to their fragility. 

A highlight for this year’s meeting will be a visit to a
private residence--with a beautiful garden--where a FANA
member’s exquisite personal fan collection will be on
view, coupled with a garden party and an afternoon tea.
Yes, an afternoon tea with all the trimmings!  Dressing up
in fun garden-party attire, including hats, gloves, and fan
accessories, is encouraged, but not required. Of course
there will also be a visit Seattle’s famous Pike Place Mar-
ket and free time to explore other venues. 

A favorite FANA meeting tradition is the members’
fan sale that offers extraordinary antique fans along with
other fans—advertising, trick, 19th century, novelty, fash-
ion, ethnic, doll, etc.–in all price ranges.   A fun charity
fan auction to benefit FANA’s grant program is another
opportunity to add to one’s collection.  “FANA members
are always delighted to find that ‘special fan’ (or two or
three) that they have always wanted,” said FANA’s Vice

Fans and Flora

Fascinated by Hand Fans? Join FANA!
Fan Association of North America

• Connect, share & learn with other enthusiasts 
• Join at: fanassociation.org
• Enjoy the benefits of membership
• Find us on Facebook “Hand Fan Collectors” 

Come to the annual meeting
in Seattle, WA

May 27-30, 2020

Pink red feathers MOP sticks DW



President, Sarah Sandford-Miller.  The meeting will cul-
minate with a gala banquet where members are encour-
aged to bring their favorite fan for the theme of spring
flowers. 

The FANA annual meeting is one of the best places
for new fan enthusiasts to get their feet wet because of all
the opportunities to meet other members, see interesting
fans, and have fun.  FANA  welcomes new members who
can join by visiting FANA’s web site, fanassociation.org.
In addition to the annual meeting, member benefits in-
clude the FANA newsletter, FANA Journal, extensive on-
line member content, and more. Also, check out the fan
discussions on Facebook at “Hand Fan Collectors.” For
further information contact Kathryn Hanna at west-
onkafan@gmail.com or call 952-200-9727. 

www.mountainstatescollector.com Mountain States Collector—MArCH 2020 11

Club News

Unique 
Treasures

Antiques & Collectibles

7341 W. 44th Avenue, 
Wheat Ridge, Colorado

1 Block East of Wadsworth on 44th

OPEN Tuesday-Saturday 10 am - 5 pm

303-993-3868
Over 20 Dealers to Shop From *Rental Space Available

Vintage Decor, Furniture, Toys, Linens, Jewelry and More

COLLECTIBLES

COLLECTIBLES TREASURES

TREASURES

Denver Wheat Ridge

Are You a Fan Fancier?

www.orphansgift.com

Not to know what happened before we

were born is to remain perpetually a

child. For what is the worth of a human

life unless it is woven into the life of our

ancestors by the records of history. 

—Cicero

This journey of lifetimes follows
Englishman Thomas Prater
(later becoming Prather),
young and without property,
as he emigrates to Virginia in
1622 to seek his fortune in the
New World, and ends in 20th
century Ohio. When
Thomas's son Jonathan dies
in mysterious circum-
stances, the family emerges
to become slaveholders,
then ultimately abolition-
ists. They go from being
planters, to farmers to participants in the industrial-
ization of America. They participate in the American Revolution, the
Civil War and the Second World War. Their story is the story of many
American families who grew and changed as America grew and changed,
never forgetting their land-loving roots. 

Orphan's Gift is a fascinating story of an American  family, a ge-
nealogical quest, written by three sisters with a passion for history and
writing. M.M. Knowles is the pen name for sisters Mary Elizabeth Sikora,
Margaret Rose DeStefano and Sally Ruth Gronauer.

Orphan’s Gift is co-written by Margaret
(Peggy) DeStefano, Mountain States Collector’s
Managing Editor. She and her sisters Mary Siko-
ra and Sally Gronauer have captured the spirit
of their Prather line of ancestors. The past has
come to life in this historical novel. The book is
a great example of taking your family genealog-
ical research to a new level.

“Writing this book has been a fun and
often surprising journey. Now that we have fin-
ished our first project together, my sisters and I
are already fast at work on our second book in
what we hope will be a series of historical nov-
els,” Peggy DeStefano explains. 

You can order your copy of Orphan’s Gift

through Spree Publishing. Send your check or
money order for $19.95 to:

Spree Enterprises, Inc., 
P.O. Box 1003, Bailey, CO 80421

Fill out coupon below so that we can mail your

copy of Orphan’s Gift to you. (You can also go

online to www.orphansgift.com to order.)

Number of Books ___

X $19.95/book = $________(Includes postage)

Name:______________________________

Address:____________________________

City, State and Zip_____________________

You can also charge your purchase.

Credit Card #_________________________

Expiration Date________
www.mountainstatescollector.com Mountain States Collector—FEBRUARY 2010 3

Captions (left to right, clockwise) Cupid and woman hand colored over litho, MOP ca

1820s; Hand painted florals on silk, ivory sticks, ca 1810; hand painted on silk leaf with

scenes of courtship with embroidery & spangles. ca 1770; fontange early handpainted

20th century private collection; Rector’s ad palmette face fan. 
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Evergreen

Every year March is designated Women’s History
Month by Presidential proclamation. The month is set
aside to honor women’s contributions in American histo-
ry.

Did You Know? Women’s History Month started as
Women’s History Week.

Women’s History Month began as a local celebration
in Santa rosa, California. The Education Task Force of
the Sonoma County (California) Commission on the Sta-
tus of Women planned and executed a “Women’s History
Week” celebration in 1978. The organizers selected the
week of March 8 to correspond with International
Women’s Day. The movement spread across the country

as other communities initiated their own Women’s Histo-
ry Week celebrations the following year.

In 1980, a consortium of women’s groups and histo-
rians—led by the National Women’s History Project (now
the National Women's History Alliance)—successfully
lobbied for national recognition. In February 1980, Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter issued the first Presidential Proclama-
tion declaring the Week of March 8th 1980 as National
Women’s History Week.

Subsequent Presidents continued to proclaim a Na-
tional Women’s History Week in March until 1987 when
Congress passed Public Law 100-9, designating March as
“Women’s History Month.” Between 1988 and 1994, Con-
gress passed additional resolutions requesting and autho-
rizing the President to proclaim March of each year as
Women’s History Month. Since 1995, each president has
issued an annual proclamations designating the month of
March as “Women’s History Month.”

The National Women’s History Alliance selects and
publishes the yearly theme. The 2020 Women’s History
Month theme is “Valiant Women of the Vote.”  The theme
honors "the brave women who fought to win suffrage
rights for women, and for the women who continue to
fight for the voting rights of others."

Remembering the Ladies: 

Women’s History Celebration at the 

Daughters of the American Revolution 

(DAR) Museum
By Rebecca Quam, Curator of Education Outreach

One hundred years ago, the 19th Amendment was of-
ficially ratified, stating that “the right of citizens of the
United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by
the United States on account of sex.” It is fitting, then, that

the DAr Museum will honor those who fought for the
right to vote, as well as other women who broke down bar-
riers, during Women’s History Month.

Interested in learning more about Nellie Bly and Eliz-
abeth Bisland’s race around the world? Stop by the “Ex-
plorers” station and participate in your own race around
the DAr Museum! You can compete to see who will take
home the title of the “Fastest Explorer” around the build-
ing. Then try out the board game, round the World with
Nellie Bly, reproduced from the original 1890 game in the
museum’s collection.

Any budding scientists want to learn more about
botany? Make sure you visit the “Scientists” station to
learn about Ynes Mexia (1870-1938), the D.C.-born
botanist who travelled the world to discover new plant
species. Then test your skills at creating the best seed for
dispersal! The museum’s collection includes books on
botany like those Ynes studied, as it was one of the first
scientific disciplines open to women.

The Celebration is free to the public and includes
many activities/stations for visitors to explore. Can’t make
it this year? Plan now to join us in 2021, and you can check
out our online Calendar of Events for plenty of upcoming
events at the DAr Museum. We look forward to welcom-
ing you. The Museum is located in Washinton DC at 1776
D Street NW.

Women’s Suffrage Movement Explored

Women’s Rights in the U.S. and Colorado: The 19th

Amendment is a presentation by Bonnie Scudder and
Peggy DeStefano at the Hiwan Heritage Museum in Ever-
green, Colorado on March 14, 10 - 12. Come learn about
some of the amazing women who brought about change
in our state and our country. 

Women’s History Month

March Designated as Women’s history Month 
by Presidential Proclamation



By Anne Gilbert

Collector interest continues to grow and include any-
thing having to do with outer space as well as our planet.
This includes globes. We pretty much take them for grant-
ed, but they were once a treasured object.

Surprisingly 18th century examples still come up for
sale at hefty prices. One current example, made in Italy,
is dealer priced at $38,500.

While these days anybody can afford a mass produced
terrestrial globe, not so before 1930. In that year, Luther
repogle (1902-1981) began making globes by hand in
his Chicago apartment and selling them. He used maps
from England. The “repogle Globe Company” later be-
came “ScanGlobes” and is still making globes. Currently
a status symbol globe is offered for an office desk made
of silver. The countries are depicted in semi precious
stones. The price is $585.00. Other have gold plated
stands.

Historically, the earliest known were celestial. They
were made for the purpose of tracking stars and planets
in the night sky for early nautical navigation. The
earliest still  around was made by a cartographer,  Martin       

Behaim in Nuremburg, Germany in 1492.
Globes were a popular collectible in England during

the 18th century. royalty and the wealthy often had both
a terrestrial and celestial globe as status symbols. Small
pocket globes were worn. These days retail prices could
be in the thousands of dollars for the 2” globes.

They were made in a variety of materials including
glass, marble, wood and metal.

Since globes were a trendy item, their stands were in
the popular metal and wood furniture styles of the peri-
od.

Terrestrial globes didn’t just depict the world. Some
show deserts and mountain ranges. Others showed coun-
tries and cities.

CLUES: Unfortunately reproductions of old globe
maps abound. Most pre-mid 18th century globe maps
were printed on laid paper and engraved. When held to
the light they will show vertical and horizontal lines.
They were hand painted with watercolors. 

reproductions, (restrikes) when examined with
a magnifying glass will show a matrix of little dots.  This

is the same way you examine fake 19th century art prints.
A reputable or auction gallery should be willing to let

you carefully examine and offer a money back guarantee 
if the globe isn’t as old as sold.

Globes come in many styles these days. They can be
hanging wall lamps, mounted in vintage metal stands.

When you examine a globe check for the countries
and their names for the time frame when the globe was
supposedly made.

PHOTO CAPTION: (1). Hanging globe light fixture
PHOTO CrEDIT: 1ST Dibs, New York, N.Y.
PHOTO CAPTION: (2) Mid-18th century Italian globe.
PHOTO CrEDIT: 1ST Dibs. GB.
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Antique Detective

Primitive Blessings
13028 S. Parker Ave. Pine, CO 80470

Just a 20 minute drive from C470 on Hwy 285

(1 block South of Shaffers Crossing at S. Parker Ave. & 285)

"Come see our big selection of home 

accessories and antique furniture. These objects have 

survived 100 years and will last another century.”

THURS., FRI., SAT. 10-6 and by appointment

303-838-1122

primitive.blessings@yahoo.com 

Like Us On Facebook Primitive Blessings on 285

Pine Emporium
16714 Pine Valley Rd.
Pine, Colorado 80470

303-838-5150
bobaaac@aol.com

Pine

Antiques, Gifts, Art Gallery, Tom Clark

Gnomes, Jewelry, Furniture, Vintage Fabric,

Clothes, Books, Glassware, Collectibles.

OPEN: Friday, Saturday and Sunday

Globes, Old and new, reflect Our Changing World



Salvage, Antiques, Vintage, Etc.
200 West block of Main St.

Facebook shop 24/7: www.facebook.com/saveinflorence/shop/

Erin and Barna, 719-821-3263
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We take great 
pride in being a

“great little town” 
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

 

       

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstrations 
Weekends in January

115 East Main 719-372-6677
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We take great
pride in being a
“great little town”

where you’re 
a stranger 
only once!

Antique 

Warehouse
Vintage Lighting & Western Accoutrements

110 E. Main Street, 

Florence, CO 81226

719-372-1016

By Anne Gilbert

When the Richard Wright doll collection is auctioned off
at Skinner’s Auction Gallery October 10 in Marlborough,
Massachusetts, some dating to the 18th century many types
will be offered. They range from a large Queen Anne doll in
a mahogany and veneered display case, c. 1720 with an esti-
mate of $50,000/70,000 to a small, papier-mâché, German
doll, c.1840 estimated at $800/1,200.

Of special interest are two "fashion" dolls. Both by Mme
Rohmer, France, c. 1865 and 1870. Also offered is a fashion
doll accessory kit, c. 1870. It has an estimate of $400/600.
Over the last decade they have been rediscovered by collec-
tors. Even recent examples such as the Barbie dolls with their
wardrobes and the Madame Alexander fashion dolls have
become serious collectibles.

From the 15th into the 18th century elegantly dressed
"lady" or "fashion" dolls were popular. They were designed
as adult figures. The first fashion "baby doll" was made
around 1710. Actually they are not a type of doll but a func-
tional use of them. However, any type of doll could be
dressed in the latest adult or children’s fashion and travel to
show off the latest fashions. It was so important to European
nobility that the dolls were passed from court to court even
when the countries were at war.

By the 19th century doll makers used their most expen-
sive models dressed in Paris fashions around the world.
Among them Jumeau, Bru, Roch and others. Heads were of a
variety of materials from bisque to china heads made by the
famous French porcelain firm Sevres.

In the 1930s American made fashion dolls captured
the market with dolls that could perform various func-
tions. Eyes would open and shut: dolls could drink

water and even wet themselves.
CLUES: If an antique fashion doll can be attributed to a

known maker the price goes up. When found these days they
are usually wearing only a string of beads. It was Madame
Alexander who created "grown up" fashion dolls in 1952,
changing the look of American dolls. Her dolls were dressed
in "high fashion" using quality materials. She created "Cissie"
in the 1950s, the first full-figured adult figure fashion doll.

Of course, the most popular fashion doll of all time was
created when Barbie® made her debut as a Mattel Toy in
1959. Also introduced in the 50s(1956) was the Ideal Toy
Corporation’s "Miss Revlon" doll. She was among the first
dolls to have high-heeled feet and the figure of an adult
woman.

Discoveries of early fashion dolls are still being made.
Research the many books on the subject so you know what

they look like and get acquainted with specialized doll auc-
tions such as Theriaults, online and collector auctions held by
Skinner.
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We take great 
pride in being a

“great little town” 
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

Antique Detective

Variety of Rare Dolls Still Come to Auction

Sedalia

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstration (weaving and
spinning) and Sale — Nov. 27, 28, 29

115 East Main 719-372-6677

Find It All in Florence
Antique Capital of Colorado

Rena Pryor

Bell Tower 

Cultural Center

Event info, call 719-784-2038

Florence — One of the 
Greenest in the State

By Rita Derego

Every time I see a leprechaun  with a shamrock in one hand and a green
beer in the other, I think it must be that time of year again. I know what
you are thinking: If she sees that scenario, she must be putting on a wee bit
too much of the green for St. Patrick's Day.

Well, I live and work in Florence, the antiques capital of Colorado--
and our fair burg is one of the greenest towns in the state. And I see green
everywhere I look, all year long. True enough, we've been a Tree City USA
community for over three decades. We're surrounded by verdant green pas-
tures. But the real reason, in my opinion, that Florence is so green (besides
our free community recycling venues) is that the whole town is the ulti-
mate successful recycling venture. Obviously we take interesting objects from generations past and recy-
cle them to new appreciative collectors.

Sure we have a few shamrocks and leprechauns decorating the windows of our many shops, but since
this year is a leap year, one shop owner decided to give the annual putting on the green a little different
twist by decorating a window with green animals that are known to leap.

One of my favorites is this vintage poster of a Grasshopper cocktail recipe.
And what would Leap Year be without a frog or two?  You might remember these flashes-from-the

past frogs that hold a sponge or a bar of soap. We also have ones that store items in a different portion of
their anatomies, but since this a family publication, I'll just let you come to Florence in person and find
our Leap Year window and see for yourself.

Green leaping collectibles might not have everyone jumping for joy, but how about a huge green tin
of oyster pearl biscuits from Denver?

Or this snappy green-clad fellow attempting to lure you into getting new duds at the tailors. I wonder
if customers came out of said tailor shop looking a little more leprechanish (no
there is no such word, but I enjoy making up words) than when they went in.

Ah, and this well-loved doll taking her repose in a green wicker chair. When
I spotted her, my first thought was: That's what many visitors to Florence tell me
they feel like when they attempt to visit all our town's shops in just a few hours.
They all agree there is so much to see here, that it takes a full day (or even two)
to tour the town's treasures. But even if you only have a few hours to browse our
town, we look forward to seeing you.

Happy St. Patrick's Day from all of us in green Florence!

Happy 

St. Patrick’s Day



We had several winners for our February What Is It?
Michele Pontious of Belleair, Illinois guessed the item is
a vintage antique apothecary cork press. She is correct!
So are Jerome McLaren of Conifer, Colorado and Charles
Kirkpatrick of Denver, Colorado! Vicky Kellan of Castle
Pines, Colorado thought it might be a nut cracker. That is
a possibility so we say, she too is correct.

It is actually a
japanned-iron cork press
from the mid-19th Century,
embossed with a fruit-and-
foliage design. Collectors
usually prefer those with an
animal motif. A cork press
was one of the pharmacist’s
tools.

From colonial times the
big spenders at American
drugstores were doctors, who
would stock up on medica-
tions, instruments and equip-
ment to take back to their
rural areas.

Congratulations to our
winners. You have all won a year’s subscription to the

Mountain States Collector.
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Keenesburg — 
Antique Capitol of weld County
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By Anne Gilbert

Q. I remember my grandmother keeping jewelry in
this box when I was a child. It has a raised leaf design sur-
round a circular portrait of a woman. On the bottom is a an
oval shaped design with a B & W in the center. It is some
kind of metal, possibly brass or copper. What can you tell
me about it?

K.C. -Shawnee, KS
A. From your photo you appear to have a Victorian,

cast metal glove box with a celluloid cameo. They were
popular from the 1890s to around 1910. Similar examples
can sell in shops for several hundred dollars.

Q. My mother-in law gave me a Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs rug she got in the 1930s. It was made in
Italy. Any idea of value ?
H.P.-

A. Prices vary, but it could sell for over $200.
Q. What can you tell me about the Czechoslovakian

tea set with Spanish marks? On the bottom it says "Fabri-
cada en Alp Choslovagia."

M.
A. Czechoslovakian tea sets and other pieces made of

porcelain and semi-porcelain were exported to many coun-
tries, including Spain, which explains the markings on
your tea set.

Q. I bought this colorful Oriental plate in a Florida
thrift shop. It is 18 inches in diameter and has no marks. I
paid $25. How old is it ? Where was it made ? Did I pay
too much ?

H.C. - Pompano Beach, FL
A. You have a collector’s eye and have discovered a

mid-19th century Japanese Imari charger. Made in the
Japanese town of Arita beginning in the 17th Century, it
was named for the port of Imari-the place from where it
was shipped. The designs of textiles, chrysanthemums and
landscapes were enclosed in panels. It became so popular
that by the 18th century the Chinese copied it. So did Eng-

lish potters such as Derby, Bow, Worcester and Chelsea.
Yours could fetch $900 or more at auction.

Q. I found this painted spice bin in an antiques shop
years ago. The dealer told me it was called "tole" I have
since used it as a decorative object in my kitchen. Now I
would like to know about its history and value.

M.B.T. - Las Vegas, NV
A. Your 19th century spice bin is known as "tole" —

basically it is painted tin-ware. Regardless of how it was
finished it can be called "painted tin," "tole" or
"Japanned." In Colonial America, painted tin was import-
ed from England. By 1750, American peddlers were trav-
eling from town to town selling it. From 1790 to 1870 it
was advertised as "Japanned-ware." In good condition
yours could sell for more than $800 at auction.

Antique Detective

Antique Detective Q & A

Keenesburg

http://www.a-step-back.com

AA Step Back Step Back 
In TIn Timeime

Loveland

Open 10-5 all winter.

Come See Us in 2010.A Step Back A Step Back 

in Timein Time
Antiques and 
Collectibles

30 So. Main Street
Keenesburg, CO

303-732-9257

Offering a wide range of
antiques from the mid
1800s to the 1950s

Open Monday-Saturday
10:00 to 5:00

Lafayette

VISIT:
409 So.Public Rd.
Lafayette, CO 

CONTACT:
303-926-4060
nobletreasures@
hotmail.com

HOURS:
Mon.-Sat., 
10am-6pm
Sun. 12 pm-5pm

80026

Northglenn

March’s What Is It?

Send your answers to the What Is It contest, postmarked

by March 20, to the Mountain States Collector, P.O. Box

1003,  Bailey, CO 80421. At least three winners will be

drawn. Winners will receive a year’s subscription to the

Mountain States Collector.

Old Wagon Antique Mall
Come Shop With Us —Over 100 Dealers To Choose From

10685 Melody Dr. 
Northglenn, Colorado

I-25/104th

Space Available Now

303-280-8114

Toys, Clocks, Glass, Furniture, Collectibles, Books
10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Daily, 12 to 4 Sundays, Closed Tuesdays

Like us on 
Facebook

STOREWIDE
SALES

Open 7 days a week 
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

3816 W. Eisenhower Blvd.
Loveland / 970-669-7440

WWW.Rockymountain
antiques.net

Loveland

February’s What Is It?

Happy 
St. Patrick’s Day!
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The Brass Armadillo is a professionally
operated business that takes antiques and
collectibles seriously. We work to have quality
items at good prices.

The mall is open from 9am to 9pm. every
day, except Christmas. We host seminars,
workshops and training events.
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Colorado
11301 W. I-70 Frontage Rd. 303-403-1677

Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 877-403-1677

Open 7 Days a Week

9 am - 9 pm


