
Rue de Noel, A Paris Street Market is a two-day
INDOOR Holiday Market. You' re invited November 15th
and 16th from 10 AM to 5 PM. Enjoy all the Vintage, An-
tiques, Artisans, Apparel and Decor, indoors at the
Douglas County Events Center, 500 Fairgrounds Rd.,
Castle Rock, Colorado 80104, 

Stroll through holiday booths filled with one-of-a-
kind holiday gifts, decor, antiques, artisan, jewelry, and
more. You'll find many of your favorite vendors from our
outdoor Market and many new vendors will be attend-
ing this year's show. Free Admission, 

This is a kid friendly event so bring the whole fami-
ly. It’s a great way to get into the Holiday Spirit. Check
out this great indoor market brought to you by Tim and
Sandi Vandel of Vandel Antiques in Littleton. For more
information call them at 303-794-4143 or 303-877-9457.
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Beloved Dolls of 

Native Americans
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Compiled by Peggy DeStefano

I remember my father singing numerous little

ditties and great old songs. That, plus the fact that

we owned a player piano, helped make my brothers

and sisters and I knowledgeable of all of the classic

honkey tonk songs. There was “Margie,” which my

Dad sang to my Mom, changing Margie to my

Mom’s name when he sang to her. There was  ‘If You

Knew Suzy,” ‘5’2” Eyes of Blue,” ‘Ida, Sweet as

Apple Cida,” “Barney Google,” “A Bicycle Built for

Two” and many more which we delighted in singing

while we did dishes or other chores.

One of my Dad’s favorites was “I’m Forever

Blowing Bubbles.” We all learned this song because

it became one of our favorites, too. It is hard to be-

lieve that this song is over 100 years old and yet I’d

venture to say it is still a favorite of many people in-

cluding my family.

The song debuted in a Broadway musical “The

Passing Show of 1918” and it was introduced by

Helen Carrington. It was written by John Kellette.

The lyrics are credited to Jaan Kenbrovin — actual-

ly a pseudonym for the writers James Kendis, James

Brockman and Nat Vincent. The copyright was orig-

inally registered in 1919 and owned by Kendis-

Brockman Music Co. and then transferred later that

year to Jerome Remick of New York and Detroit.

The “waltz” was a major Tin Pan Alley hit and

was performed and recorded by most major singers

and bands of the late 1910s and early 1920s. The

song was a hit for Ben Selvin’s Novelty Orchestra

in 1919. The Original Dixieland Jass Band record-

ing of the number is an unusual early example of jazz

in ¾ time. 

(Jass is the word that was used before jazz but

became Jazz eventually. The original word was used

to describe baseball players with pep. “Livery Sta-

ble Blues — Fox Trot” was the recording that turned

the whole USA and the world to jazz.)

The writer Ring Lardner parodied the lyric dur-

ing the Black Sox scandal of 1919, when he began

to suspect that players on the Chicago White Sox

were deliberately losing the World Series to the

Cincinnati Reds. His version began: “I’m forever

blowing ballgames.”

The song also became a hit with the public in

British music halls and theatres during the early

1920s. Dorothy Ward was especially renowned for

making the song famous. The song was also used by

English comedian “Professor” Jimmy Edwards as his

signature tune—played on the trombone. Harpo

Marx would play the song on clarinet, which would

then begin emitting bubbles. The melody is frequent-

ly quoted in animated cartoon sound tracks when

bubbles are visible. The first line of the chorus is

quoted in the 1920s song “Singing in the Bathtub,”

also a popular standard in cartoon sound tracks, in-

cluding being repeatedly sung by Tweety Bird.

“I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles” is featured ex-

tensively in the 1930 prohibition gangster movie The
Continued on page 15

I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles
Will Never Fade and Die
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Old Crows 

Antique Mall
10081 West Bowles Avenue
Littleton, Colorado

303-973-8648

DEALERS WANTED

We want you to join 

Old Crows Antiques family!

Sign up early to get first choice of 
location, a space perfect for you!

The Antique Brothers,

Timmy and Joseph Crawford,

Want You
We’re looking for dealers who are interested in securing a space in our new Old

Crows Antiques Mall. We are in the process of creating a showroom with over 300 se-
cure glass door cabinets and almost 300 booths. The facility is fresh and inviting, new
from the ground up. Over 40,000 square feet will make our mall one of Colorado’s largest.
In addition to our shopping floor, we’re opening a Root Beer Bar, where we’ll have a large
assortment of root beers, coffee and snacks where you and your customers can comfortably
relax and take a moment.

We’re in Littleton, Colorado, conveniently located just 3 minutes east of C470 on Bowles Avenue at Kipling. Only 1 minute
west of Wadsworth Boulevard. Great highway and city access.

Our advertising budget will be put to work to attract traffic and future customers. Our friendly staff will strive to help you suc-
ceed and work tirelessly to make your experience positive. 

Our facility is located in unincorporated Jefferson County. As a result our tax rate is only 5%. The customers coming to Old
Crows Antiques will save and so will our dealers.

A representative of Old Crows Antiques will be onsite from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday through Friday to answer your questions
and to share what our plans are. Find us on “oldcrowsantiques” Instagram and Facebook business page “Old Crows Antiques.”

Dealers who sign up early will have the opportunity to pick their prime booth and case location. First come, first serve.
Please feel free to email us at info@oldcrowsantiques.com or message us on Facebook or Instagram. We’ll get back to you as

soon as possible.
We invite you to follow us on Instagram and like our business page on Facebook. We’ll be posting to both to keep you up-to-

date as we go along.
For more information, please contact us at 303-973-8648.      

Two brothers, creating a one-of-a-kind 

state-of-the art showroom for your antiques

Featuring:

• Excellent location • Only 5% sales tax! • Almost 300 booths
of various sizes • Over 300 locked cases • Video and electronic
surveillance • All New! • World’s Largest Root Beer Bar serving
floats, coffee and more • Now interviewing and hiring staff

Over 40,000 sq. ft. of fresh beautiful space SECURE A SPOT!

Happy Antiquing!
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8964 E. Hampden Ave., Denver

(303) 721-7992

Explore over130 Shoppes 
Under One Roof!

Like us on Facebook

Hours:
Monday  -  Thursday:  10.00 - 6.00, Friday  -

Saturday:  10.00 - 7.00, Sunday:  12.00 - 5.00 



NOV. 2 & 3: COLLECTOR’S EXPO in

Greeley, Colorado presented by HER-

ITAGE ANTIQUE  EVENT COMPANY.

An Antique,  Vintage and Collectible show
at Island Grove Reg. Park, Saturday, 10-5,
Sunday 10-4, Admission $6. For more infor-
mation, call 918-619-2875.

NOV. 9 & 10: COLORADO SPRINGS

ANTIQUE FESTIVAL presented by
HERITAGE ANTIQUE  EVENT COM-

PANY at the Norris Penrose Event Center,
Sat. 10-5 and Sun. 10-4, Admission $6.
Ten Years of Quality Antique, Authentic
Vintage and Collector’s Shows. An An-
tique,  Vintage and Collectible show. For
more information, call 918-619-2875.

NOV. 13: RUTH B. BROWN QUACK-

ERY Discussion led by Cheryl Miller at
2:00 p.m. in the L&M Cafe at the Brass
Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge,
CO.  More info, or if you would be inter-
ested in doing a presentation in your area
of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-
403-1677.

NOV. 15 & 16: RUE DE NOEL A PARIS

STREET CHRISTMAS MARKET, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., Vintage, Antiques, Artisans,
Apparel and Decor, indoors at the Douglas
County Events Center, 500 Fairgrounds
Rd., Castle Rock, Colorado 80104, Space
available NEW VENDORS WELCOME,
Free Admission, Call 303-877-9457 or
visit aparisstreetmarket.com

Upcoming Shows

and Events 
DEC. 11: HISTORY OF CHOCOLATE

Discussion led by Cheryl Miller at 2:00

p.m. in the L&M Cafe at the Brass Ar-
madillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge,
CO.  More info, or if you would be inter-
ested in doing a presentation in your area
of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-
403-1677.

JAN. 8: HOW WORLD WARS AF-

FECTED CHRISTMAS Discussion led
by Jody Pritzl at 2:00 p.m. in the L&M
Cafe at the Brass Armadillo, 11301 West
I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More info, or if
you would be interested in doing a presen-
tation in your area of expertise, call Dixie
or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

JAN. 22: GROCERY STORE COL-

LECTIBLES Discussion led by Stacy
Stryker at 2:00 p.m. in the L&M Cafe at
the Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70,
Wheat Ridge, CO.  More info, or if you
would be interested in doing a presenta-
tion in your area of expertise, call Dixie or
Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

Auctions
NOV. 16: FINAL AUCTION, 10 a.m. at
Bruhns Auction Gallery, 50 W. Arizona
Avenue, Denver, CO.  Since their building
has sold, Tom Bruhns must have a final
auction. He has a lifetime of collecting the
finest antique furniture, artwork, clocks,
glass, carpets and much more which he has
to sell. All Sales are Final. No Reserves.
For more information, call 303-744-6505
or email Tom at Bruhns auction@aol.com.
See ad on page 7.

Show Calendar

November events
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Final Antique Auction
Our Building Has Been Sold. 

November 16, 10 a.m.
50 W. Arizona Ave., Denver

Lifetime Collection: Antique Furniture, Artwork, 100 plus Clocks, Chairs, Dining Room Tables, 
Conference Tables, Carpets, Art Glass plus many more pieces.

All Sales Final, No Reserves, Everything Must Sell, In House Auction (no online bidding).
More pictures on our website: bruhnsauction.com
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SPECIAL ARCHITECTURAL AUCTION
MAY 18, 2019

50 W. Arizona Ave., Denver, 303-744-6505
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Final Antique Auction
Our Building Has Been Sold. 

November 16, 10 a.m.
50 W. Arizona Ave., Denver

Lifetime Collection: Antique Furniture, Artwork, 100 plus Clocks, Chairs, Dining Room Tables, 
Conference Tables, Carpets, Art Glass plus many more pieces.

All Sales Final, No Reserves, Everything Must Sell, In House Auction (no online bidding).
More pictures on our website: bruhnsauction.com



By Anne Gilbert

Q. I collect old ceramic dog figurines. This
unusual dog figure caught my eye at a church
rummage sale. It appears to be a bank but there
is no opening to get the money out. It is around
4” wide x 4” high and the paint is in good shape.
There is “crazing cracking” on the bottom and
no maker marks. A friend told me it was made
in Staffordshire England and old.

Any information and value appreciated. I
paid $50 for it.

L.D. – Pittsburg, PA
A. You have an exciting and rare discov-

ery. It is a Stafforedshire bank. As you noticed
there is no way to retrieve the coins except to
break the bank. Hence the rarity.

Historically, Staffordshire ceramic animal fig-
ures were first made in the 1830s and decorated by
hand. They were popular and have never stopped
being made.

Your “King Char-
les Spaniel” bank was
probably made in the
late 19th to early 20th
century. In a retail set-
ting it could sell for
$200 or more.  

Q. I inherited this piece of furniture from
my late mothers’ estate. It had originally be-
longed to my grandmother. I remember that it
held magazines and news papers. It has no
maker’s marks and appears to be some kind of
dark wood. It is around 42” x 15” x 19 ¾.” It is
too plain for my taste and I would like to sell it.
Is it worth anything?

T.T. – Lantana, FL
A. What a great inheritance! Even without a

label, your family owner history identifies it as an
authentic piece of “Stickley” furniture. Over the
years the Stickley brothers used a variety of labels:
burned in brands, metal tags, de-
cals and paper labels. Your-
magazine stand, made around
1912 had a paper label. Stickley
furniture used quarter-sawn white
oak, darkened with ammonia
fumes. It is known as “mission-
style” and evolved from the arts
and crafts movement. Your maga-
zine rack could sell for $1,500 or
more at auction.

Q.  My late uncle loved
playing golf and drinking

Cokes. On his 70th birthday many years ago,
my aunt gave him this metal Coca Cola tray
with a picture of a golfer and a girl. It measures
roughly 10” x 13.” Since I used to golf, it was
left to me. I am going into a retirement home
and would like to sell it. What is the value, age
and history?

M. Z. – Lancaster, PA
A. Collectors of Coca Cola trays would

love to buy your vintage serving tray. Coca Cola
began making serving and tip trays in 1887.
Collectors consider the years 1897-1968 as the
“original era.” After that collecting them be-
came trendy and reproductions and fakes began
appearing. Yours is a rarity made in 1926. It
could sell to a collector for $400 or more. Check
the internet for collectors clubs or dealers.

Do you have an antique item and need

more information? For a personnel reply send

a photo, along with history,size and any signa-

tures with a self-addressed and stamped enve-

lope and $25 to Anne Gilbert, 1811 Renaissance

Cmns. Blvd., #2319, Boynton Beach, FL, 33426
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So. Broadway, Denver

D oll s  and  t o y s  ar e  ou r  pa s s i on  a t  

Turn  o f  t h e  C en tu ry  Ant i que s  

Subscribe to the Collector
1 year (12 issues) $18.00

2 years (24 issues) $32.00

3 years (36 issues) $45.00
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Return to: Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Box 1003, Bailey, CO  80421-1003
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No refunds.

Make check payable to Spree Enterprises 
or to The Mountain States Collector.
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By Sally Gronauer

Our son David and his wife Emily just bought a house
in Cincinnati, Ohio. The house was built in 1890. Both
were not sure what this cement block in front of the house
was. It definitely seemed like more than just a cement
block. With a little research they discovered it was a
carriage stone. They were originally thinking of removing
it but decided it was an important part of the history of
their house, so it will stay. We are proud of them for
treasuring this modest symbol of hospitality.

What exactly is a 
carriage stone or step?

A carriage step is a block of stone placed near the edge
of the street usually in line with the front doorway of a home,
it served as a stepping stone to help passengers as they climbed
in and out of carriages. Popular back in the horse and buggy
days of the 19th century carriage steps could be seen in towns
and cities all over the United States. They are rarely seen in
the present day as most carriage steps have been destroyed
because they became obsolete when cars took over as prima-
ry transportation. These reminders of a seemingly distant past
can be found in many parts of the city.

While carriage steps were often found outside the homes
of the town’s wealthier residents, they speak to the impor-
tance of carriages and stages and means of transportation. Ul-
timately the arrival of the railroad would make stagecoaches
no longer economically viable and automobiles would do the
same to carriages.  The implements of horse-drawn travel –
hitching posts and carriage steps – remain as testimony to their
importance in an earlier age.

Another relative of a carriage step is a mounting block.
Mounting blocks were especially useful for women riding
sidesaddle or pillion, that is 'riding double,' allowing a horse
to be mounted without a loss of modesty. They were also used
to assist ladies and men into and out of carts. They were fre-
quently located outside churches or kirks for the use of parish-
ioners attending services, funerals, etc. Often they were locat-
ed on the main streets and outside public houses. Some were
built at the top of steep lanes, where the rider would remount
after leading his horse up the slope.

Mounting blocks were simple stone blocks – often gran-

ite – that allowed passengers an easier way of climbing on
board a carriage or stagecoach.  Carriage steps were a fancier
alternative, with two steps often carved into the stone.

Mounting blocks today are primarily used by modern
equestrians who are a) beginners b) people who have diffi-
culty mounting (either a tall horse, or because they are a short
person, or they are someone with mobility impairments) and
c) people who feel that use of a mounting block reduces strain
on the horse, particularly at the withers. Modern mounting
blocks are usually made of wood or of molded plastic.

A horse is best mounted using a mounting block because
it is easier for the rider to mount the horse, it puts less strain
on the stirrup leathers when mounting and it decreases the
chances of the saddle slipping to one side when mounting,
thereby reducing the chances of a fall and possible injury to
the rider.
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Carriage stones still Grace their antique homes

Architectural collectibles



By Robert Reed

The grand holiday of Thanksgiving has been celebrated
in many ways over the decades, and a surprising amount of
it remains in memories of paper. 

Trade cards, holiday postcards, magazine covers, menus,
and colorful decorations have all faithfully carried the endur-
ing Thanksgiving theme nationwide. 

Historians have long noted that President George Wash-
ington delivered an address proclaiming the first official
Thanksgiving Day in November 1789. The event reportedly
was already an established occurrence in much of New Eng-
land Published accounts say it was a copy of that Washing-
ton proclamation which prompted President Abraham Lin-
coln to renew observation of the event during the Civil War.
The paper copy was said to have been sent to Lincoln by Sara
Josepha Hale of Philadelphia. 

Short decades later merchant's lithographed trade cards
were occasionally paying tribute to the all-American holi-
day. The Singer Sewing Machine company wished customers
a "Happy Thanksgiving" with printed cards bearing em-
bossed images of fruits and vegetables. While Christmas was
a much more dominate theme for such trade cards, there were
a few Thanksgiving choices including Singer, and Acme
Stove Company during the 1880s and 1890s. 

Thanksgiving was richly represented in the wave of hol-
iday postcards which were introduced early in the 20th cen-
tury. Enamored by the vivid images and the ease of mailing,
Americans flooded the postal service with such cards. The
turkey was an obvious symbol, as were Pilgrims, and the
scene of the dinner table. Additionally many of the Thanks-
giving postcards included patriotic motifs involving the U.S.
flag, Uncle Sam, and spangled banners. Major artists of such
postcards included Ellen Clapsaddle, Frances Brundage,
Bernardt Wall, and H. B. Griggs whose works often included
their name. However the major of Thanksgiving postcards
were not signed. 

By the 1920s the public moved on to folded greeting
cards complete with their own envelope for marking holi-
days. Such greeting cards were certainly more expensive than
earlier postcards but were considered more stylish for the
decades that followed. 

During the 1920s and 1930s there were entire catalogs
filled with Thanksgiving and other holiday decorations made
almost entirely of paper. In 1924 one wholesale company of-
fered dozens of Thanksgiving place cards, tally cards, paper
napkins, and table covers. All were described as "nicely lith-
ographed" and many came with appropriate amounts of crepe
paper for further decorating. One of the company's most pop-
ular table decorations was the Jack Homer Pie that included
a large pumpkin and a large turkey. Other 12 to 14 inch al-
ternatives included the Haywagon Pie, and the Horn of Plen-
ty Pie. Other decorations came with celluloid kewpie dolls
including Kewpie Thanksgiving Chef wearing a cook's apron
and cook's hat. 

"Thanksgiving assortments are given our special atten-
tion," noted the vintage catalog, "and we are sure they will
prove most satisfactory." 

A major force in the production of holiday-related
paper goods in the early 20th century was the Dennison
Company. The firm manufactured an enormous variety of
paper tableware. They also offered numerous booklets and
other publications with instructions for paper decorating in-
side the home. Even more imaginative was the Beistle Com-
pany which produced clever cardboard and honeycombed
paper combinations of turkeys, Pilgrims, pumpkins, and
similar seasonal items. Beistle marketed a remarkable se-

lection of centerpieces and wall decorations throughout the
20th century. 

National magazines often featured Thanksgiving themes
as seasonal covers during the first half of the 20th century.
Initially the covers were illustrated with the basic elements
of the holiday including the pumpkin, turkey, and harvest
basket Gradually such magazine covers became more elegant
with the distinguished works of artists such as J.C. Leyen-
decker and Norman Rockwell. 

Generally it was Leyendecker's work which was more
dominant in the 1930s, especially on the richly illustrated
covers of the Saturday Evening Post. Meanwhile in the midst
of the Great Depression of
that same era, Collier's mag-
azine used a Thanksgiving
cover by Emmett Watson. 

That 1931 holiday issue
also included a Thanksgiv-
ing editorial. Collier's told
readers: 

"If we have jobs and
earnings let's give thanks
and share what we have
with those less fortunate. If
we are without surplus or re-
source we can take some
comfort in the knowledge
that our plight is understood
and that our friends and
neighbors are sensitive to
human need and eager to re-
lieve it." 

Ironically one of the
most unique forms of
Thanksgiving paper col-
lectibles came from the

Civilian Conservation Corps which were formed to provide
work for the jobless during the latter 1930s. Various CCC
often celebrated the holiday when their own program or menu
for the special event and typically they were based on the ef-
forts of an untrained camp artist. 

In 1935 The Giant Thanksgiving Book appeared in the
market. Written by Lenore Hetrick the volume contained,
"recitations, songs, readings, pantomimes, drills, novelties,
pageants, and plays...all ages." The 284 page book was pub-
lished by Paine Publishing Company of Dayton, Ohio. 

Norman Rockwell's Thanksgiving covers were probably
more dominate on national magazine covers in the 1940s.
They were especially popular during the years of World War
II and often related to those in military service as the holi-
day was observed. Rockwell as also responsible for the Four
Freedom posters issued in 1943. Among the four, which were
printed in three different sizes, was Freedom From Want
which featured Mom and Pop serving a traditional turkey din-
ner. 

During that same decade Life magazine published one
of their few Thanksgiving issues, and the First Thanksgiving
Book written by Lois Lenski Barksdale was published by the
Knopf company. Thanksgiving was also one of several holi-
days featured on street car and bus line pass/tickets for Amer-
ican cities including Washington, D.C. in that era. 

In the decades that followed Thanksgiving was still a
steady theme for magazine covers but probably without lav-
ish artistry of before. 

Jack and Jill, the children's publication, continued to fea-
ture Thanksgiving on the front of their November issues dur-
ing the 1950s and 1960s. In 1966 the cover also made men-
tion of Macy's Thanksgiving Day parade in New York City.
Two years later the New York Daily Newspaper carried a full
page advertisement for still enormously popular holiday pa-
rade. 

According to the original advertisement itself the parade
promised appearances by: 

"Superman balloon, Smokey the Bear, Shirley Jones,
Jack Cassidy, William Shatner, Jerry Vale, Bullwinkle, John-
ny Whittaker, Bobby Vinton, Snoopy, Donald Duck, and
Mickey Mouse." Today even the newspaper advertisement
of 1968 merits interest among collectors who search for paper
memories of Thanksgiving. 

The Paper Memories of Thanksgiving 

Eron Johnson Antiques
www.eronjohnsonantiques.com

LLii tt tt lleettoonn  AAnntt iiqquueess  &&  SSuucchh  
2677 W. Alamo Ave., Littleton

303-797-0326

Check calendar for
antique discussion

topics & times

Paulallen  Ant ique  Mall
4501 Wadsworth Blvd., Wheat Ridge

303-463-7796

By Robert Reed

The grand holiday of Thanksgiving has been cele-
brated in many ways over the decades, and a surprising
amount of it remains in memories of paper. 

Trade cards, holiday postcards, magazine covers,
menus, and colorful decorations have all faithfully car-
ried the enduring Thanksgiving theme nationwide. 

Historians have long noted that President George
Washington delivered an address proclaiming the first of-
ficial Thanksgiving Day in November 1789. The event
reportedly was already an established occurrence in much
of New England Published accounts say it was a copy of
that Washington proclamation which prompted President
Abraham Lincoln to renew observation of the event dur-
ing the Civil War. The paper copy was said to have been
sent to Lincoln by Sara Josepha Hale of Philadelphia. 

Short decades later merchant's lithographed trade
cards were occasionally paying tribute to the all-Ameri-
can holiday. The Singer Sewing Machine company
wished customers a "Happy Thanksgiving" with printed

cards bearing embossed images of fruits and vegetables.
While Christmas was a much more dominate theme for
such trade cards, there were a few Thanksgiving choices
including Singer, and Acme Stove Company during the
1880s and 1890s. 

Thanksgiving was richly represented in the wave of
holiday postcards which were introduced early in the 20th
century. Enamored by the vivid images and the ease of
mailing, Americans flooded the postal service with such
cards. The turkey was an obvious symbol, as were Pil-
grims, and the scene of the dinner table. Additionally
many of the Thanksgiving postcards included patriotic
motifs involving the U.S. flag, Uncle Sam, and spangled
banners. Major artists of such postcards included Ellen
Clapsaddle, Frances Brundage, Bernardt Wall, and H. B.
Griggs whose works often included their name. However
the major of Thanksgiving postcards were not signed. 

By the 1920s the public moved on to folded greeting
cards complete with their own envelope for marking hol-
idays. Such greeting cards were certainly more expensive
than earlier postcards but were considered more stylish
for the decades that followed. 

During the 1920s and 1930s there were entire cata-
logs filled with Thanksgiving and other holiday decora-
tions made almost entirely of paper. In 1924 one whole-
sale company offered dozens of Thanksgiving place
cards, tally cards, paper napkins, and table covers. All
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Antique Show & Sale at the Ranch
Larimer County Fairgrounds/Events Complex

November 28 - 29

Continued on page 9

Rue de Noel — A Paris Street 
Christmas Market, Indoors at Aspen Grove

Dec. 4th & 5th, 10 am to 9 pm

It was just over a decade ago that Cy Walling, co-founder of the
Village Antique Mall, had the vision of opening a prominent antique
mall in Denver. A dream that proved to have its difficulties eventually
transformed to fruition. With the smart business guidance of his best
friend and co-founder Michael White, Cy Walling was able to live the
last 10 years of his life living his dream.

“I came up here 10 years ago to help my best friend Cy start this
business,” says Michael, “He was going to do it on his own but he
couldn't, and I knew after already starting a successful business in
Junction, that I would be able to help him.”

"Our first order of business was to find this building, it took us
2 and 1/2 years to get this building. Originally we had a 3 year lease,
and I knew that wasn't a long enough time to successfully build this
business. So I demanded a 20 year lease or nothing and we got it. It is
proving to be the best lease in town." 

Holiday Collectibles
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H e i r l o o m s  A n t i q u e  M a l l
1947 S. Havana, Aurora, CO

303-337-6880

Heirlooms Make Great Gifts
Come in to stir your memories!

Monday - Saturday 10-6, 
Sunday 11-5

heirloomsantiquemall.com

Aurora

www.orphansgift.com

Not to know what happened before we

were born is to remain perpetually a

child. For what is the worth of a human

life unless it is woven into the life of

our ancestors by the records of history. 

—Cicero

This journey of lifetimes fol-
lows Englishman Thomas
Prater (later becoming
Prather), young and without
property, as he emigrates to
Virginia in 1622 to seek his
fortune in the New World,
and ends in 20th century
Ohio. When Thomas's son
Jonathan dies in mysteri-
ous circumstances, the fam-
ily emerges to become
slaveholders, then ulti-
mately abolitionists. They
go from being planters, to
farmers to participants in the industrialization of
America. They participate in the American Revolution, the Civil War and
the Second World War. Their story is the story of many American families
who grew and changed as America grew and changed, never forgetting
their land-loving roots. 

Orphan's Gift is a fascinating story of an American  family, a ge-
nealogical quest, written by three sisters with a passion for history and
writing. M.M. Knowles is the pen name for sisters Mary Elizabeth Sikora,
Margaret Rose DeStefano and Sally Ruth Gronauer.

Orphan’s Gift is co-written by Margaret
(Peggy) DeStefano, Mountain States Collector’s
Managing Editor. She and her sisters Mary Siko-
ra and Sally Gronauer have captured the spirit
of their Prather line of ancestors. The past has
come to life in this historical novel. The book is
a great example of taking your family genealog-
ical research to a new level.

“Writing this book has been a fun and
often surprising journey. Now that we have fin-
ished our first project together, my sisters and I
are already fast at work on our second book in
what we hope will be a series of historical nov-
els,” Peggy DeStefano explains. 

You can order your copy of Orphan’s Gift

through Spree Publishing. Send your check or
money order for $19.95 to:

Spree Enterprises, Inc., 
P.O. Box 1003, Bailey, CO 80421

Fill out coupon below so that we can mail your

copy of Orphan’s Gift to you. (You can also go

online to www.orphansgift.com to order.)

Number of Books ___

X $19.95/book = $________(Includes postage)

Name:______________________________

Address:____________________________

City, State and Zip_____________________

You can also charge your purchase.

Credit Card #_________________________

Expiration Date________
www.mountainstatescollector.com Mountain States Collector—FEBRUARY 2010 3
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Subscriptions

Calendar Listing Information
Promoters: send us your calendar information. We will publish it free (and in bold-
face type) with your display ad. Otherwise the cost is $35 per issue. Calendar entries
are published on a three-month basis (month of show and two months previous). So
send in your info as soon as possible. It’s never too early. Stories and features about
shows are provided free with your display ad.

Dates of Show:____________________________________ _________________________
City, State:_________________________________________________________________
Name of Show or Event:______________________________________________________
Hours:___________________________________________
Other Info:_______________________________________
________________________________________________
__________________________________
Phone:___________________________________

___Send information about advertising.

For more information, 
call 303-674-1253.

Shows, Auctions, 

Estate Sales and Event

Calendar listings are

FREE with your 

display ad. Club News

and Museum News 

also welcome.

Mail coupon and check to: Spree Enterprises, Inc., 
P.O. Box 1003, Bailey, CO 80421-1003

Deadline: The 20th of the month before the next issue.

Calendar Listings

Subscribe to the Collector

1 year (12 issues) $18.00
2 years (24 issues) $32.00
3 years (36 issues) $45.00

Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Return to: Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Box 1003, Bailey, CO  80421-1003

Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.   Outside North America $70.00 per year. 
No refunds.
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Arvada

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd.,  Suite130, Arvada, CO 80003

2 Miles North of I-70 on Wadsworth, N.E. Corner of 64th and Wadsworth

www.homesteadantiquemall.net

720-484-3644 Open 7 Days a Week, 10am - 6pm

Over 70 dealers with a wide variety

of ant iques,  vintage furnishings,

glassware, jewelry,  collectibles,

primitives,  shabby chic, 

Western, Native American, 

home decor & more.. .

Best  
of  Ar vada

Best  Antique Mall  
in  Ar vada

Please join us for
Small Business 

Saturday 
November 30th

We will have extended
hours from 8am - 7pm

Refreshments and
sales throughout 

the mall. 

Come Out And 
Support 

Small Business!!



By Bobbie Sweeney

People all over the world set aside at least one day
of the year to celebrate the harvest of the land. In Ameri-
ca, the first celebration of this kind was instigated by the
Pilgrims. ln 1621, they held a three-day festival by order
of the Governor of the Colony William Bradford. The
Indians who had become their friends were invited to join
the Pilgrims in their celebration.

Throughout the east, harvest festivals became an an-
nual custom during the month of November. It was not
until 1789 that George Washington proclaimed Nov. 26
as the first national day of Thanksgiving. However, the
entire nation did not accept the idea until President Lin-
coln proclaimed a national harvest festival in 1863. From
then on, Thanksgiving Day has been an annual holiday in
the United States.

The reasons for celebrating on this day are basically
the same as they were at the time the Pilgrims had their
first feast. Families and friends gather together to give
thanks for the blessings they have enjoyed all year long.

Wild turkeys roamed the eastern coast at the time the
Pilgrims settled here, and turkey was one of the main
dishes served at their feast. Because of the abundance of
wild turkey, they became a staple diet for the Pilgrims.

Long before the Pilgrims settled on American soil,
the Indians had used turkeys not only as a food source but
also as a means of keeping warm, using their feathers for
making cloaks and blankets. The Indians trimmed their
arrows with turkey feathers and used the sharp spurs of
the male turkey as arrow tips. Indian hunters made blow
guns and darts, to kill their prey, from turkey bones.

The Pilgrims cooked other foods for their feast that
had been their harvest for the year. Cranberries, pump-
kin, corn and chestnuts were made into sauces, pies, pud-
dings and stuffing for the turkey. While turkey became
the traditional meat to be served on Thanksgiving Day,
cranberries, pumpkin, etc. became traditional side dishes
at the meal.

Thanksgiving Day brings pleasant memories of years
gone by to all of us. And we have the Pilgrims to thank
for starting this joyous festival in our country.
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Sterling,

Colorado

OLD WAREHOUSEOLD WAREHOUSE
ANTIQUESANTIQUES
Sterling, Colorado

heirloom  & Investment Quality antiques
specializing in oak & Walnut Furniture,
Clocks, Lighting, Fine Glass, Primitives

326 North Front Street
(1/2 block N. Under Chestnut Street Overpass)

open monday through Friday 10:00 to 5:30 

saturday 10 to 5:30 by chance or appointment

970-522-3145970-522-3145

Holiday

thanksgiving

Englewood



WANTED
WANTED: VAN BRIGGLE

POTTERY dated before

1914. 505-424-8584, Scott

VQF@aol.com (11-18)

FOR SALE
SPAGHETTI  POODLE

COLLECTION of 54 pieces,

sizes small to large, all in

very good to excellent condi-

tion, $3.00 each regardless,

of size. OBO. Sold as a col-

lection only, must down size.

Contact Gordon or Janice at

gjricker@aol.com (10/19)

FOR SALE: VINTAGE
PEDAL CAR COLLEC-
TION (1930’s - 1950’s). 15
restored, 9 originals. Loca-
tion Denver. Contact:
eddbee54@gmail.com for
details. (11-19)

TRI-STATE
DOLL SHOW 
FOR SALE

Unique business opportunity

to acquire a trade sale/show.

10 years of sustainable busi-

ness as, "Tri-State Doll

Sales". Set up and vendor list,

plus all merchant material re-

lated to this event. Serious in-

quires only: Contact Lorella

Farmer for further information

phone: 303 988-8591

DEALERS
DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Florence — “An-
tique Capital of Colorado”
Join us at one of the largest,
fastest-paced stores in
downtown Florence. 10,000
sq. ft. Open Daily. Friendly,
Knowledgeable Staff. Stop
by or call Rena @ 719-429-

3328. Loralie Antique Mall,
109 W. Main - Florence.

CLUBS
D O   Y O U   L O V E   A N -
TIQUES, Collectibles, Art
and History? Questers is
for you! Contact: OFW
ANTIQUES@gmail.com
970-226-4432.

SERVICES
ARTIFACT ANALYSIS
/APPRAISAL, Boulder,
Colorado, 310-490-9606,
EEDUC@aol.com (9-19)
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Always

Buying

Brighton

Complete Antique
Restoration Available

Full Line of
Antiques &
Collectibles

(1/2 Blk. No. of Bridge & Main)
Brighton, CO 80601

303-659-7516

24 North Main  

W A N T E D
WANTED: Older
style gas ranges,
1920s-50s ie Cham-
bers, O’Keeffe and
Merritt, others, no
electrics 303-779-
0073 (01-07)

WANTED: Antique Heating
and Cooking Stoves, or-
nate, 303-779-0073. (01-07)

WANTED: 
TOY AIRPLANES (TMD);
factory display models;
built up plastic models. Call
Walt, 970-204-0499 ( 1-10)

WANTED: PILLIN POT-
TERY, 303-477-3923. (5-10)

WANTED: MODEL AIR-
PLANES, kits, engines, race
cars. 303-422-0408 (12-07)

WANTED: OLD VENDING
MACHINES, gumball, pea-
nut, matches, cigarette and
etc. Call Jeff (303) 775-
3250. (11-09)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES
WANTED, 303-792-2450.
(4-10)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Antique secre-
tary box circa 1850—brass
bound teak—rare-excellent
condition—$2100, set of 2
vaseline glass candle hold-
ers—short, curled base—
$150, small oil lamp circa
1800—green with white flow-
ers—never used—$150,
Royal Copenhagen tea set—
open lace pattern—num-
bered—4 pieces—hard to
find, Many McCoy pieces—

mostly flower pots—vase—
bedside bowl and pitcher set,
lg, Antique Singer sewing
machine with case, Cut
glass, 303-838-3643. Email:
jgf3643@hotmail.com

FOR SALE: A.B. Dick 310
offset press, 111 plate
maker, Michael’s collator,
Schaefer cast iron wax
melter, manuals, misc parts.
$100.00 takes all. 719-647-
8867. Pueblo West. (12-09)

DOULTON’S BOWL/
PITCHER Fontainbleau
Burslem pitcher good condi-
tion O3068K bowl small
crack $1,000 OBO 303-659-
0748. (01/10)

DEALERS
R O C K Y M O U N T A I N
ANTIQUES IN LOVELAND
wants dealers w/toys, clocks,
watches, quality knives &
razors, tools, other neat stuff.
Low rent. 970-669-7440.

DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Serendipity Mercan-
tile, Longmont, Colorado.
large building, room for more
dealers. Great parking! Call
303-776-8511. 

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to or
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

RETAIL FOR LEASE, 1400
block South Broadway, 3
spaces, 1300 to 2500 square
feet, each with storage.
Betsy 303-777-0848, bc
tournier@aol.com (08/09) 

SERVICES
BUY OR SELL ANTIQUE
BUSINESS! Licensed bro-
ker to bring together buyers
and sellers. We package
trade names, inventory,
customer lists, Real Estate
leases and sales, and cre-
ative financing and ex-
changes. 303-913-3355
www.Traylorhomes.com
Business Opportunities

C H I P S A N D P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain
repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
Sari, 303-623-4217 or
email chipsandpieces @
yahoo.com

EXPERT silver and met-
als repairs restoration.
Appraisals for insurance.
720-939-9373, nat_mx6
@hotmail.com (3-07) Lyons

Spree Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 1003
Bailey, CO 80421

WESTERN
COLLECTIONS FOR

SALE
Metal horse statues, Roy
Rogers collection. Other

Western
stars items,

Dixie 
Premiums,
movie cow-

boy and
rodeo post
cards, sad-

dles, horses, etc. on
plates, ladies with horse

calendars, Tom Beecham
convas type prints 

in frames. 
Horses on scarves 

collection, horses on
hankies collection. West-
ern neckties collection.

More items too numerous
to mention. 

Serious inquiries only!

303-432-7223

Dan’s 
Painting,

Remodeling
Wallpaper Removal,

Dry Wall Repair, Water
Damage Repair
Acoustic/Ceiling 

Removal

303-922-0792

Advertise
in the Moun-
tain States
Collector.        

Reach the
thousands
of antique
c o l l e c t o r s
and afficionados that enjoy
this 37 year old newspaper
devoted to the collector and to
the antique buff. 
Call 303-674-1253 for more

information.

Get more
bang for your
buck!

Drop us a line. 
We’d love to hear from you.
Our address is: P.O. Box 1003

Bailey, CO 80421
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CLASSIFIED ADS:

The Mountain States Collector, a tabloid

newspaper dedicated to promoting the enjoyment

of antiquing and collecting in the Rocky Mountain

region, is distributed the first weekend of every

month through shops, auctions, flea markets and

antique shows, and is mailed to subscribers. 

(Opinions of the writers contained herein are

not necessarily the opinions of the publishers.)
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WANTED: ANTIQUES, SIL-
VER & GOLD ITEMS, jewelry,
silver items in any condition,
watches, clocks, paintings,
walking canes, bronzes,
lamps, estate items. TOP
DOLLAR PAID 720-939-9373
WE ALSO REPAIR SILVER &
METALS (09/19)
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Denver Wheat Ridge

Public Enemy starring James Cagney. It also was sung

by a white bird in the Merrie Melodies cartoon I Love

to Singa. The song is also sung in the 1951 movie On

Moonlight Bay starring Doris Day and Gordon MacRae,

which was a prequel to the 1953 film By the light of the

silvery moon.

A parody of the song was written and performed as

“I’m Forever Blowing Bubble-Gum” by Spike Jones

and his City Slickers. In Ken Russell’s 1969 film

Women in Love the song is featured in an unusual scene

where two sisters, played by Glenda Jackson and Jen-

nie Linden, wander away from a large picnic gathering

and are confronted by a herd of cattle. In 1970, The

Bonzo Dog Band’s stage show featured a robot that

sang the title while blowing bubbles. A solo guitar ren-

dition is periodically featured within the action of

Woody Allen’s 1999 film Sweet and Lowdown. Direc-

tor Brad Mays paid homage to that scene in his 2008

film The Watermelon, in which actress Kiersten Mor-

gan sings the song while dancing on a Malibu beach.

The song itself inspired many good deeds and out-

comes. At the 1930 Shriners International Imperial Session

Imperial Potentate Freeland Kendrick proposed a unified

charitable mission for the Shriners fraternity by building

an orthopedic hospital for children. The idea came to him

after visiting every Shriners temple in the United States

and seeing their individual charitable projects. While visit-

ing Texas, he discovered the Scottish Rite Hospital for

Crippled Children which primarily treated children suffer-

ing the devastating effects of polio. He was shocked to

learn that there were not enough hospitals specializing in

care for children, especially those suffering from polio.

When he made the proposal at the 1920 convention,

many of the more conservative Shriners expressed doubts,

both about the annual (two-dollar assessment), and the long

term viability and responsibility of taking on such a mis-

sion.

With the prospects of the plan being approved fading

fast, Noble Forrest Adair (Yaarab Shriners, Atlanta) rose

to speak. “I was lying in bed yesterday morning, about four

o’clock, and some poor fellow who had strayed from the

rest of the band stood down there under the window for 25

minutes playing I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles.”

Adair said that when he awoke later that morning he

thought again of the wandering musician. .”I wondered if

there were not a deep significance in the tune that he was

playing for Shriners…I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles.”

Adair continued, “While we have spent money for

songs and spent money for bands, it is time for the Shriners

to spend money for humanity. I want to see this thing start-

ed. Let us get rid of all the technical objections. And if there

is a Shriner in North America who objects to having paid

the two dollars after he has seen the first crippled child

helped, I will give him a check back for it myself.”

Noble Adair settled himself back into his chair to the

sound of thunderous applause. In that moment, the tide had

turned. Although there were other speakers after him, a his-

toric decision had already been made. The resolution was

passed unanimously.

A committee was chosen to determine the site and per-

sonnel for the Shriners Hospital. After months of work, re-

search and debate, the committee concluded that there

should not be just one hospital, but a network of hospitals

throughout North America.

This idea appealed to the Shriners, who liked to do

things in a big and colorful way. When the committee

brought the proposal to the 1921 Imperial Session in Des

Moines, Iowa, it, too, was passed.

Another group of people who recognized the moving

lyrics and melody of the I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles

song was the English football (soccer) team West Ham

United, a London-based soccer club. It was adopted by

West Ham’s supporters in the late 1920s and is now one of

the most recognizable club anthems in English football

along with the similarly adopted: “Keep Right on to the

End of the Road,” “You’ll Never Walk Alone,” “Blue

Moon,” “Blue Is the Colour,” “On the Ball, City” and

“Blaydon Races.”

“I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles” was introduced to

the club by former manager Charlie Paynter in the late

twenties. A player, Billy J. “Bubbles” Murray, who

played for the local Park School had a resemblance to

the boy in the “Bubbles” painting by Millais used in a

Pears soap commercial of the time. Headmaster Cor-

nelius Beal began singing the tune “I’m Forever Blow-

ing Bubbles” with amended lyrics when Park players

played well.

All the lyrics to “I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles” sur-

prised me. As kids we were just used to singing the cho-

rus. The song is really quite introspective and filled with

eternal hope while at the same time tinged with worry and

doubt.

Above are the lyrics with its verses. I’m sure you will

still want to sing this tune even though it has more mean-

ing than you might think.

I thank my Dad for singing these tunes to us as we

drove across the countryside.

I’m Forever blowing bubbles here to stay
Continued from page 1

The original lyrics to 

I’m Forever 
Blowing Bubbles:

Verse 1

I'm dreaming dreams,

I'm scheming schemes,

I'm building castles high.

They're born anew,

Their days are few,

Just like a sweet butterfly.

And as the daylight is dawning,

They come again in the morning.

Chorus

I'm forever blowing bubbles,

Pretty bubbles in the air,

They fly so high,

Nearly reach the sky,

Then like my dreams,

They fade and die.

Fortune's always hiding,

I've looked everywhere,

I'm forever blowing bubbles,

Pretty bubbles in the air.

Verse 2

When shadows creep,

When I'm asleep,

To lands of hope I stray.

Then at daybreak,

When I awake,

My bluebird flutters away.

Happiness new seemed so near me,

Happiness come forth and heal me.

Chorus

I'm forever blowing bubbles,

Pretty bubbles in the air.

They fly so high,

Nearly reach the sky,

Then like my dreams,

They fade and die.

Fortune's always hiding,

I've looked everywhere,

I'm forever blowing bubbles,

Pretty bubbles in the air.
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‘margie’ 
Another Great Old Song
"Margie," also known as "My Little Margie," is a

1920 popular song composed in collaboration by vaude-
ville performer and pianist Con Conrad and ragtime
pianist J. Russel Robinson, a member of the Original
Dixieland Jazz Band. Lyrics were written by Benny
Davis, a vaudeville performer and songwriter.

Lyrics to margie

My little Margie 
I'm always thinking of you, Margie 
I'll tell the world I love you, 
Don't forget your promise to me 
I have bought a home and ring and everything

For Margie, you've been my inspiration, 
Days are never blue, 
After all is said and done, 
There is really only one, 
Oh, Margie, Margie, it's you  

Margie 
I'm always thinking of you, Margie 
I'll tell the world I love you, 
Don't forget your promise to me 
I have bought a home and ring and everything  

For Margie, you've been my inspiration, 
Days are never blue, 
After all is said and done, 
There is really only one, 
Oh Margie, Margie, it's you

Songwriters: Benny Davis / Con Conrad / J. Russel
Robinson Margie lyrics © Paul Rodriguez Music Ltd.,
Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC, Warner/Chappell
Music, Inc

Sung by Fats Domino, Eddie Cantor, Al Jolson, Ray

Charles among others.



By Anne Gilbert 

I often write about items that are out of the average per-
sons’ price range, but can be of interest and have collecting pos-
sibilities.  Carved rock crystal objects are an example. When
they show up at estate sales, auctions and specialty antique
shops, prices can range from the low hundreds to over a million
dollars. Christies and other major auction galleries hold these
nature artifact auctions several times a year.  There is however a
good opportunity for a discovery when a carved rock crystal ob-
ject is mistakenly identified as cut glass and priced for only a
couple of hundred dollars. Believe me it does happen.

When mounted on a metal or wood pedestal they make a
dramatic display on a shelf. When not mounted collections are
placed in glass door cabinets.     

Rock crystal carved objects go back to the Early Egyptians
(5000 B.C.) who made jewelry from crystal as well as early
weapons and flint tools. They believed it to possess the divine
essence of creation.

During the Renaissance in Europe various courts set up work-
shops where master craftsmen created collections of what were
then called “rock crystal curiosities.” The carved objects were
valued as much as fine diamonds are today.

Between the 16th and 19th centuries rock crystal was used
to create engraved seals and snuff boxes as well as chalices, cov-
ered goblets, inkwells and jewelry.

The Medici family of Florence had the first great collection of

rock crystal in Europe. Pieces
were often mounted on precious
stones and embellished with
enamel. This was all done with
the primitive tools of the time.

CLUES: Rock crystal is a
mineral. Glass is man made.
During the late 19th century
there was renewed interest in
earlier engraved rock crystal
pieces. Herman Ratzersdorfer,
an Austrian engraver and jew-
eler began creating objects in
the style of Renaissance mas-
terpieces in his workshop from
1845-1894. This was at the
height of the Renaissance Re-
vival. They could hardly be distinguished from the authentic Re-
naissance objects brought to him for repair or restoration. They
are often passed off today as Renaissance.

These days supposedly carved rock crystal items, actually
made of molded glass have been coming from China for years.

Authentic 19th century carved rock crystal can be affordable
when bought as a single item. Often a single goblet shows up at
auction or eBay for $200 or less. Do your research. You could
get lucky.

Photo: Natural mineral pink quartx from 1stDibs
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Antique Detective

Primitive Blessings
13028 S. Parker Ave. Pine, CO 80470

Just a 20 minute drive from C470 on Hwy 285

(1 block South of Shaffers Crossing at S. Parker Ave. & 285)

"Come see our big selection of home 

accessories and antique furniture. These objects have 

survived 100 years and will last another century.”

THURS., FRI., SAT. 10-6 and by appointment

303-838-1122

primitive.blessings@yahoo.com 

Like Us On Facebook Primitive Blessings on 285

Pine Emporium
16714 Pine Valley Rd.
Pine, Colorado 80470

303-838-5150
bobaaac@aol.com

Pine

Antiques, Gifts, Art Gallery, Tom Clark

Gnomes, Jewelry, Furniture, Vintage Fabric,

Clothes, Books, Glassware, Collectibles.

OPEN: Friday, Saturday and Sunday

The Museum is open weekends only 
October 1st through December 15th.

Georgetown
Carved rock Crystal has Long history



Salvage, Antiques, Vintage, Etc.
200 West block of Main St.

Facebook shop 24/7: www.facebook.com/saveinflorence/shop/

Erin and Barna, 719-821-3263
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We take great 
pride in being a

“great little town” 
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

 

       

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstrations 
Weekends in January

115 East Main 719-372-6677
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We take great
pride in being a

“great little town”
where you’re 

a stranger 
only once!

Antique 

Warehouse
Vintage Lighting & Western Accoutrements

110 E. Main Street, 

Florence, CO 81226

719-372-1016

By Anne Gilbert

When the Richard Wright doll collection is auctioned off
at Skinner’s Auction Gallery October 10 in Marlborough,
Massachusetts, some dating to the 18th century many types
will be offered. They range from a large Queen Anne doll in
a mahogany and veneered display case, c. 1720 with an esti-
mate of $50,000/70,000 to a small, papier-mâché, German
doll, c.1840 estimated at $800/1,200.

Of special interest are two "fashion" dolls. Both by Mme
Rohmer, France, c. 1865 and 1870. Also offered is a fashion
doll accessory kit, c. 1870. It has an estimate of $400/600.
Over the last decade they have been rediscovered by collec-
tors. Even recent examples such as the Barbie dolls with their
wardrobes and the Madame Alexander fashion dolls have
become serious collectibles.

From the 15th into the 18th century elegantly dressed
"lady" or "fashion" dolls were popular. They were designed
as adult figures. The first fashion "baby doll" was made
around 1710. Actually they are not a type of doll but a func-
tional use of them. However, any type of doll could be
dressed in the latest adult or children’s fashion and travel to
show off the latest fashions. It was so important to European
nobility that the dolls were passed from court to court even
when the countries were at war.

By the 19th century doll makers used their most expen-
sive models dressed in Paris fashions around the world.
Among them Jumeau, Bru, Roch and others. Heads were of a
variety of materials from bisque to china heads made by the
famous French porcelain firm Sevres.

In the 1930s American made fashion dolls captured
the market with dolls that could perform various func-
tions. Eyes would open and shut: dolls could drink

water and even wet themselves.
CLUES: If an antique fashion doll can be attributed to a

known maker the price goes up. When found these days they
are usually wearing only a string of beads. It was Madame
Alexander who created "grown up" fashion dolls in 1952,
changing the look of American dolls. Her dolls were dressed
in "high fashion" using quality materials. She created "Cissie"
in the 1950s, the first full-figured adult figure fashion doll.

Of course, the most popular fashion doll of all time was
created when Barbie® made her debut as a Mattel Toy in
1959. Also introduced in the 50s(1956) was the Ideal Toy
Corporation’s "Miss Revlon" doll. She was among the first
dolls to have high-heeled feet and the figure of an adult
woman.

Discoveries of early fashion dolls are still being made.
Research the many books on the subject so you know what

they look like and get acquainted with specialized doll auc-
tions such as Theriaults, online and collector auctions held by
Skinner.
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Antique Capital of Colorado

Antique Detective

Variety of Rare Dolls Still Come to Auction

Sedalia

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstration (weaving and
spinning) and Sale — Nov. 27, 28, 29

115 East Main 719-372-6677

Find It All in Florence
Antique Capital of Colorado

Rena Pryor

Bell Tower 

Cultural Center

Event info, call 719-784-2038

Asian Art and a Plein Aire 
By Paula Svincek

On a brisk October morning, a quick trip into Florence Antiques and Collectibles at 132 E. Main St.
turned into quite an educational experience. Larry Nelson, the proprietor, shared his passion for a few pieces
of his oriental collection. The son of missionaries, Larry spent a great deal of time in Taiwan and Hong
Kong where he learned to appreciate oriental art and antiques.   

Picking a few items from his vast collection was challenging. We settled on the art of Cloisonné and
Netsuke. Cloisonné is an intricate eight step process for an enameling technique used to decorate metal or
ceramic objects. The design is outlined with solder, creating partitions called cloisons.  Many pieces of this
particular art can be found his antique store.  Netsuke is another artform that is available. Traditional orien-
tal attire did not have pockets, necessitating the creation of an item that could be used to accomodate this
need. The Netsuke was an ornamental piece carved into meaningful shapes that were attached to the sash of
a man as a toggle to hold a coin purse or similar item for carrying valuables or medicine. These ornaments
often symbolized the wearers occupation or position. 

103 Vintage Market entertained over forty guests for their Chamber of Commerce Mixer, allowing mer-
chants and customers an opportunity to relax, network, and appreciate some of their whimsical pieces.  

Mid October brought us to Florence’s Annual Paint the Town Plein Aire event.  Artists gathered around
the town to capture some of what Florence has to offer, culminating in a delightful reception featuring din-
ner, community and an art sale.  This years’ First Place Ribbon went to one of Florence’s creative geniuses,
The Gnarlie Mother herself, Sandy Dale. The event featured 34 artists that created an average of three pieces
of art each. A wonderful week was had by all that participated, leaving everyone questioning what’s next in
this special little town!



Terry Cook of Ft. Morgan, Colorado guessed this
What Is It to be “a wooden-handled dohiggy that has an
attached metal thing-a-ma-bob you use on your
whatchamacallit!” Very funny! But no help at all! 

Sherry, I am so sorry we didn’t get any other guesses
for your what is it. For now, it remains a mystery! Any-
one who still would like to venture a guess, we’ll print it
in the next issue of the Mountain States Collector! 

www.mountainstatescollector.com Mountain States Collector—NOVEMBER 2019 19

october’s 

What Is It?

Contest

Keenesburg — 
Antique Capitol of weld County
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By Anne Gilbert

Q. I remember my grandmother keeping jewelry in
this box when I was a child. It has a raised leaf design sur-
round a circular portrait of a woman. On the bottom is a an
oval shaped design with a B & W in the center. It is some
kind of metal, possibly brass or copper. What can you tell
me about it?

K.C. -Shawnee, KS
A. From your photo you appear to have a Victorian,

cast metal glove box with a celluloid cameo. They were
popular from the 1890s to around 1910. Similar examples
can sell in shops for several hundred dollars.

Q. My mother-in law gave me a Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs rug she got in the 1930s. It was made in
Italy. Any idea of value ?
H.P.-

A. Prices vary, but it could sell for over $200.
Q. What can you tell me about the Czechoslovakian

tea set with Spanish marks? On the bottom it says "Fabri-
cada en Alp Choslovagia."

M.
A. Czechoslovakian tea sets and other pieces made of

porcelain and semi-porcelain were exported to many coun-
tries, including Spain, which explains the markings on
your tea set.

Q. I bought this colorful Oriental plate in a Florida
thrift shop. It is 18 inches in diameter and has no marks. I
paid $25. How old is it ? Where was it made ? Did I pay
too much ?

H.C. - Pompano Beach, FL
A. You have a collector’s eye and have discovered a

mid-19th century Japanese Imari charger. Made in the
Japanese town of Arita beginning in the 17th Century, it
was named for the port of Imari-the place from where it
was shipped. The designs of textiles, chrysanthemums and
landscapes were enclosed in panels. It became so popular
that by the 18th century the Chinese copied it. So did Eng-

lish potters such as Derby, Bow, Worcester and Chelsea.
Yours could fetch $900 or more at auction.

Q. I found this painted spice bin in an antiques shop
years ago. The dealer told me it was called "tole" I have
since used it as a decorative object in my kitchen. Now I
would like to know about its history and value.

M.B.T. - Las Vegas, NV
A. Your 19th century spice bin is known as "tole" —

basically it is painted tin-ware. Regardless of how it was
finished it can be called "painted tin," "tole" or
"Japanned." In Colonial America, painted tin was import-
ed from England. By 1750, American peddlers were trav-
eling from town to town selling it. From 1790 to 1870 it
was advertised as "Japanned-ware." In good condition
yours could sell for more than $800 at auction.

Antique Detective

Antique Detective Q & A

Keenesburg

http://www.a-step-back.com

AA Step Back Step Back 
In TIn Timeime

Loveland

Open 10-5 all winter.

Come See Us in 2010.A Step Back A Step Back 

in Timein Time
Antiques and 
Collectibles

30 So. Main Street
Keenesburg, CO

303-732-9257

Offering a wide range of
antiques from the mid
1800s to the 1950s

Open Monday-Saturday
10:00 to 5:00

Lafayette

VISIT:
409 So.Public Rd.
Lafayette, CO 

CONTACT:
303-926-4060
nobletreasures@
hotmail.com

HOURS:
Mon.-Sat., 
10am-6pm
Sun. 12 pm-5pm

80026

Northglenn

November’s 

What Is It?

Advertise in the Mountain

States Collector.

Call Jon DeStefano

at 

720-276-2777. 

Or contact him

through his email: 

jondestef

@gmail.com

Join our 

family of 

collectors and 

antiques dealers.

Send your answers to the What Is It contest, postmarked

by November  20, to the Mountain States Collector, P.O.

Box 1003,  Bailey, CO 80421. At least three winners will

be drawn. Winners will receive a year’s subscription to

the Mountain States Collector.

Old Wagon Antique Mall
Come Shop With Us —Over 100 Dealers To Choose From

10685 Melody Dr. 
Northglenn, Colorado

I-25/104th

Space Available Now

303-280-8114

Toys, Clocks, Glass, Furniture, Collectibles, Books
10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Daily, 12 to 4 Sundays, Closed Tuesdays

Like us on 
Facebook

STOREWIDE
SALES

Open 7 days a week 
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

3816 W. Eisenhower Blvd.
Loveland / 970-669-7440

WWW.Rockymountain
antiques.net

Loveland
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Holiday

We are 
thankful for our
many readers
and faithful 
advertisers. 
The owners and

staff of the
Mountain States

Collector

Boulder

Littleton and Denver
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The Brass Armadillo is a professionally
operated business that takes antiques and
collectibles seriously. We work to have quality
items at good prices.

The mall is open from 9am to 9pm. every
day, except Christmas. We host seminars,
workshops and training events.
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Colorado
11301 W. I-70 Frontage Rd. 303-403-1677

Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 877-403-1677

Open 7 Days a Week

9 am - 9 pm


