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Capt. Fred Hadley
Tattoo Man
By Carol Mobley

Colorado Antique Gallery
Celebrates 27 years with a
Month-Long Sale
The Colorado Antique Gallery is celebrating its 27th Anniversary in
2019 with a month-long sale extravaganza from March 1st until April 1st.
Located at 5501 S. Broadway since 1992, the Gallery is locally owned and
operated with 285 vendors located under one 52,000 square foot roof.
There are hundreds of thousands of items on sale during the month of
March at the Gallery. The quality and variation of vendors at the Gallery
means that the merchandise is constantly turning over with great antiques,
and collectables. Is your house in need of a little pizzazz to give it that
unique one of a kind look? Nothing does that better than a blast from the
past found at the Colorado Antique Gallery. There is something from every
era to give your home a look you can’t find at a big box store. From Victorian to Mid-Century plus so much more, March is always the time to save
at the Colorado Antique Gallery as they celebrate their anniversary all
month long. Check out their ad on page 2 for sale details, special promos
days, and contact information.
The Gallery’s Dealers love finding treasures from all over the globe
to share with their loyal customer base. For 27 years thousands of antique
enthusiasts have made their way to the Colorado Antique Gallery making
it a must see stop for antiques and collectables. The ownership, and staff
of the Gallery would like to thank all of our fabulous customers for your
continued patronage: “We can’t thank you enough!”

Ambrose Hadley aka Capt. Fred Hadley was my
great grandfather and married to the Circassian Girl,
Lizzie Metz. He was notable for a number of things,
Civil War Veteran, Nebraska Pioneer and Tatooed
Man. That’s right, my great grandfather was the
tatooed man in the circus from 1882 to 1884. I never
knew him, he died long before I was born but I am
proud to say he is my relative.
Ambrose was born March 12, 1841 in Sterling,
Mass. His home life was very difficult so when he
was 12 years old, he left home to find his own way.
He found work at sea as a deck hand where he
worked until the Civil War broke out.
Ambrose joined the Union Army in 1861 and
was a member of Company H, Second Rhode Island
Infantry. He was mustered out in 1863 after serving
his required duty. He then re-enlisted in 1863 and
was wounded in May of 1864 and was mustered out
of service in 1865. It was customary at that time for
a soldier not to be able to reenlist once wounded in
battle so, as the story goes, Ambrose had his scar
covered over with a tattoo so he could remain in the
Army. He remained in service until the end of the
Civil War. He never rose above the ranks of Private.
It was after the Civil War that his life changed.
He returned to Boston where his story goes in two
different directions, you can decide which one you
believe.
The first story is that he hired Elmer E Getchell
of Boston, a tattoo artist, to ink him from neck to toe.
Ambrose was one of the very first men to be tattooed
using the new ‘electric’ equipment. In an article published in The Chicago Daily Tribune, April 21, 1884
Getchell states that it took 6 weeks to tattoo his entire body.
The second story is documented in “Life of
Capt. Fred Hadley, the Tattooed American with a
Treatise on the Art of Tattooing” written by Himself,
printed and published by John H. Campbell, Phenix,
Rhode Island. After the Civil War he returned to
Boston where he shipped aboard the “Susan Wilson”
bound for Australia. He fell ill at sea and was left
on Chatham Island, South Pacific Ocean, in the
hands of a resident there. He became acquainted
with a native woman of the island who was an expert tattooer who tattooed him from head to foot.
Ambrose had 386 designs and his entire body
was covered from neck to toes. Here is how he describes some of his tattoos:
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…beginning on the breast: where is seen the full
masonic emblem enclosed in a floral wreath of great
beauty, with all the working tools and emblems of the
entered apprentice, fellow craft and master. On the
back is to be seen the finished picture illustrating the
“Rock of Ages,” which extends from shoulder to shoulder, and clearly defines the wreck dashed against the
rock and going to pieces. On the right our Savior,
under a beautiful sun-burst, and all calm in the centre,
the cross with the lady clinging to it. The Altar, Bible
and Robe are also plainly pictured here, and clear to
the sight [sic] in the angry waters may be seen parts of
the wreck. Around the neck is a chain in thirteen links,
representing the thirteen original states. On each shoulder is the sun, on the right, the moon. On the right arm,
near the shoulder, is Washington’s bust, surrounded
with French and American Flags. Below it is the United States Coat of Arms, Easter Cross, Bunch of Grapes
and many new figures and designs of my own conception, including the ‘Warriors” in colors, Faith. Hope
and Charity, a Bee Hive, a figure of young America, a
small cross wreathed with flowers, a ballet dancer, etc.
My favorite story, however, is one my mother
told me. When she was a little girl she would sit on
her grandfather’s lap. If she was sad, he would tease
her with the sad face on one knee until she laughed
and then he would tease her with the smiling face on
Continued on page 15
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8964 E. Hampden Ave., Denver

(303) 721-7992
Explore over130 Shoppes
Under One Roof!
Like us on Facebook

Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 10.00 - 6.00, Friday Saturday: 10.00 - 7.00, Sunday: 12.00 - 5.00
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Show Calendar

March Events
FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH: TENTS EVENT at THE NEST in Westminster, 7265 Lowell Blvd., 10-4, 10-50% Off inside store. Call 720-630-4203 for more
information.
MAR. 6: THE EMPEROR’S PORTRAITIST Discussion led by C. Yves at 2:00 p.m. at Brass
Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO. More info, or if you would be interested in
doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.
MAR. 8-10: WORLD WIDE ANTIQUE AND VINTAGE SHOW Denver Mart Expo Building, I-25 & 58th Ave., Get tickets at www.FINDYOURANTIQUE.com, Show hours Fri.-Sat.
10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Treasures from around the Globe.
MAR. 8 thru APR. 10: ALL THINGS CELTIC at the Bell Tower Cultural Center in Florence,
Colorado. Call 719-784-2038 for more information. See Florence page, page 18.
MAR. 20: COMPACTS Discussion led by Christine King Walter at 2:00 p.m. at Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO. More info, or if you would be interested in doing
a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.
Continued on page 6
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Upcoming Events

Shows/Auctions
Continued from page 5

Upcoming Events

tri-Lakes Women’s Club Hosts 100Plus Vendors at ‘Spring Into Vintage’

APR. 3: ANTIQUE MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS Discussion led
by Virgil Hughes at 2:00 p.m. at Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70,
Wheat Ridge, CO. More info, or if you would be interested in doing
a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303403-1677.
APR. 17: MARGARET DEVERE HALF DOLLS Discussion led
by Suzanne Wingfield at 2:00 p.m. at Brass Armadillo, 11301 West
I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO. More info, or if you would be interested in
doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte
at 303-403-1677.
APR. 27-28: SPRING INTO VINTAGE Tri-Lakes Women’s
Club at the Lewis-Palmer High School, Monument, CO Sat. 10-5,
Sun. 11-3, $6 admission, proceeds benefit Tri-Lakes non-profits &
schools, 100 + vendors, vintage, decor, jewelry, bakery food trucks.
More info, go to TLWC.net
MAY 3-4: DENVER POSTCARD AND PAPER EPHEMERA
SHOW Friday 11-6, Saturday 9:30 - 4. Biggest Show of the Year!,
Postcards, Bottles, Books, Photos, Stamps, Railroadiana, collectibles
of all kinds at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds, 15200 West 6th Avenue, Golden, Colorado $5 for both days ($1 off with ad to the left)
DenverPostcardShow.com

Auctions
MAR. 23: ANTIQUE ESTATE AUCTION, at Bruhns Auction Gallery, 50 W. Arizona Avenue, Denver, CO. See ad on
page 3. For more information, call 303-744-6505 or email Tom
at Bruhnsauction@aol.com.

MONUMENT, CO – The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club will host 100-plus vendors at “Spring Into Vintage” April 2728 at Lewis Palmer High School, 1300 Higby Rd. in Monument.
The 43rd annual show touted to “Romance Your Home & Garden” will feature vintage, home décor, jewelry, antiques and food trucks. One of the shows most popular features is a homemade bakery sale.
Vendors from throughout the Rocky Mountain region will bring a variety of fun, creative, unusual items for your
home. In addition, the show will feature entertainment.
The show is open from 10 a.m. to 5 pm. on Saturday, April 27, and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday, April 28. Tickets
are $6 at the door. There will be a food drive to benefit Tri-Lakes Cares, so bring one can of food as a donation.
All proceeds from the show benefit non- profits and public schools in the Tri-Lakes area. The Tri-Lakes Women’s
Club has given almost $1 million to aid local schools and charities.
The mission of Tri-Lakes Women’s Club is to support the Tri-Lakes community through charitable and educational
endeavors by raising and distributing funds to assist qualified organizations and promoting the education of its members and the community through instructional programs.
For more information on the Tri-Lakes Women’s Cub go to http://www.tlwc.net

Woodworking —
General Carpentry
Welcomes Your business

Denver

By Tom Maloney
There’s typically a lot that can be done by way of furniture repair when
you have items with nicks, dents or broken pieces. Whether you’re in the
business of buying and selling or just see the piece that’s perfect for you,
many times the repair is less than it seems on the surface. When repaired
properly, and I can’t emphasize properly enough, the piece suddenly increases in value or becomes one of the favorites in your home.
I’ve been working with wood my entire life, but just recently began
taking on projects for friends and then referrals. 38 years ago I worked as
an apprentice for one of Denver’s finest furniture makers and restorers,
Carl D. Warren, learning every aspect of repair, new furniture construction and upholstery.
I quote repairs for free and will typically give options and let you
make the decision. Call and let’s look at the piece you’re interested in
having repaired, 303-881-3865.

Welcome to two
new advertisers
shown on this page:
Woodworking,
General Carpentry
and
Revamped
Collectibles, LLC.
They are both fine
establishmentsl We
are proud to have
them join our MSC
family.
Check them out!
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Old Hobbies

Maple Syrup Production An Invigorating Experience
Late winter and early spring is maple season; that time
of year when maple producers in Ohio and other parts of
northeastern North America tap maple trees to collect sap.
This sap is boiled down to produce maple syrup, or further
processed into maple sugar, fudge, nougat, cream or other
products. Maple syrup production is unique to North America and specifically the area between Minnesota in the west,
Kentucky in the south and the eastern Canadian providences
in the north. If you have access to a few maple trees, whether
growing in your yard or in a woodland, you can produce your
own maple syrup and perhaps even have enough to use as
gifts for family or friends. It’s easy, great fun and a very educational family activity.
Making maple syrup requires boiling the sap until the
sugar content of the sap reaches a desired level. While sap
can be collected from any maple species, sugar and black
maple are preferred since the sugar content of their sap is higher than other maple species. Starting with a higher sugar content sap requires less time and energy to produce a desired
product. This doesn’t mean red and silver maples can’t be
tapped for syrup. Good syrup can be made from red or silver
maple, but it is more likely to be cloudy and the tapping season may be shorter.
Before you start tapping trees, you need to be sure the
tree you want to tap is actually a maple. Many a hobbyist has
been frustrated with their sap collection endeavors only to
learn they have tapped an oak or hickory.
Once you have explored your yard and identified all the
potential trees to tap, the next step is to assemble the equipment that you will need to launch your backyard maple adventure. If you are only tapping a few trees, this is not a big
deal and for the most part the equipment you will need is readily available. However, there are a few rules that you need to
follow if you are going to be successful in producing a jar of
one of nature’s sweetest treasures.

From Jon and Peggy DeStefano:
Our Ohio granddaughter Nina (seen in the picture to the right, closest to the tree) had an outstanding experience
at her school learning how to tap maple trees for syrup. Her teacher Mrs. Oberhaus had this to say:
“We had such a wonderful time today helping Mr. Arnold and many others tap the maple trees. The students were
great listeners and helpers! The sap was really running, so most of the children were able to taste it and really see it
flowing! I think many of them may be rushing home to ask if they can tap their own maple trees!
In addition, they were able to watch the syrup boiling across the street! I am hoping to collect some sap from my
own maple trees so we can also boil in class. The ratio of sap to syrup is about 40 to 1. So, I'm hoping if I can gather
about 1 gallon or so of sap, maybe we can end up with a 1/4 to 1/2 cup of syrup!”
First and foremost, you are producing a food product that
you and your family will be eating and enjoying. That means
you need to be as careful about producing your syrup. You
need to use proper sanitation, process the sap as quickly as
possible, and the equipment you use should be food grade.
This means your gathering
and collection containers are
made of material that can be
used to store a food product.
Also, be aware that maple
syrup can absorb the flavor
of a container that was used
to hold products like pickles
and spaghetti sauce.
You
may already have some of
the items needed for this endeavor on hand, or you can
buy them at a local store.

Others—such as metal and plastic collecting spouts (called
spiles), a hydrometer, collecting buckets or bags and finishing filters—are unique to maple production.

Castle Rock, Colorado

Olde Towne Littleton

www.mountainstatescollector.com

When to Tap?
Sap flow occurs during
the dormant season (leaves
off), when nighttime temperatures are below freezing
and are followed by days
when there is a rapid warming above freezing (ideally
to about 40 degrees Fahrenheit). The sap with higher
sugar content usually occurs
in the spring and therefore
most tapping is done in late
winter to early spring.
Some producers tap by
the calendar, routinely tapping each year on or before
a certain date such as President’s Day. Others watch
the weather for predicted
suitable conditions. Sap
flow from a tapped tree will
not occur every day
throughout the tapping season, but only when conditions are right.
Sap can be collected for
syrup production until just before tree buds begin to expand, usually sometime in
late March or early April, depending on the weather and
location in the state. Sap collected and processed into
syrup after bud expansion begins results in “buddy” syrup,
which has a distinctly unpleasant flavor described as
“bitter butterscotch.”
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So. Broadway, Denver

Alluring

Inspired

ANTIQUE ROW
Where the Past Comes to Life
The Antique Row area of South Broadway is rich in history and
has retained its fascinating historic character while remaining a vital
commercial, artistic, cultural and residential neighborhood.

Historic

Antique Row
Broadway
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Subscribe to the Collector
1 year (12 issues)
2 years (24 issues)
3 years (36 issues)

$18.00
$32.00
$45.00

Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.
Outside North America $70.00 per year.
No refunds.
Make check payable to Spree Enterprises
or to The Mountain States Collector.

Name:
Address:
City:
State:

Zip:

Return to: Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Box 1003, Bailey, CO 80421-1003
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Dolls and toys are our passion at
Turn of the Century Antiques
www.mountainstatescollector.com

Antique Dete ctive

Mid-Century Modern textiles rare but Still Around
By Anne Gilbert
If you are searching for authentic wallpaper and
fabrics made in the 1940s/50s they are scarce but can
be costly. However the good news is that even small
pieces have been reborn as pillow cases or framed as
art. Originally they may have been drapes or furniture
fabrics. Or, magnificent murals or wallpaper.
After World War 11 a new generation of home owners were looking for something different from the standard textiles and furnishings they had grown up with.
Along with the new plastics and metal furnishings fabrics and wallpapers offered such innovations as foil
wallpaper and hand-woven fabrics for furniture with

totally different designs formed from circles, squares
and rectangles. Goodbye stuffy upholstery and standard floral wallpaper.
This was also the first extensive time of travel and
the rediscovery of the far east. American architect Jim
Thompson in Bancock made Tai silks a “must’ for decorators.
Rugs and carpets embraced the new look. Some of
the most popular were the Scandinavian rugs. They
used a variety of techniques ranging from Rya rugs
with deep pile, coarse and fine tufts and abstract designs. The Scandinavians also made reversible flat
weave carpets with abstract motifs.
Shag rugs and carpets replaced one popular flat
Oriental rugs and carpets.
Wallpaper and window fabrics became an important part of the modern look for young marrieds furnishing new homes and apartments. Adding to their
appeal: they were inexpensive and were made of new
materials that included “bark cloth” and shiny foil.
Often they became works of art inspired by Picasso,
Joan Miro and others. Texture and weaving were newly
important. One of the top weavers of the era was
Dorothy Liebes of San Francisco. Another important
name was Jack Lenor Larsen. He developed the hand
woven look using power looms. He also introduced
new palettes of earth tones.
While designers involved in mid-century modern

motifs were from around the world, among the most
important came from Chicago and New York.
Chicagoans Jack Denst and Ben Rose among them.
Denst was known for his gigantic wall murals. Rose
was known for his hand-screened prints on fabrics and
paper.
CLUES: There are still authentic examples of the
original 50’s wallpapers and fabrics available. Check
out the dealers and eBay on the internet. However,
there are also reproductions being passed off. It doesn’t matter if you are only interested in the “look.”
To learn more check out my book, “40s, 50s Designs and Memorabilia” still in print. While the prices
listed are outdated they can be compared with current
ones since the 1993 publication.
PHOTO CAPTION (1) Textile design “Groves”
c. 1954. Ben Rose (1916-20040
PHOTO CREDIT: The Art Institute of Chicago
PHOTO CAPTION (2) Muray “Dance of the Dolphins”. Jack Denst (1916 -2009)
PHOTO CREDIT: Dwell
PHOTO CAPTION :((3) Textile “Remoulade” by Jack
Lenor Larsen , 1953
PHOTO CREDIT: Goldstein Museum of Design
PHOTO CAPTION: (4) Textile. Pillow. “Pebbles”
pattern.
PHOTO CREDIT: Private collector

Denver

www.mountainstatescollector.com
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St. Patrick’s Day

Lakewood

An Irishman's dinner
At home we lived the "simple life,"
With "pint and praties" for the dinner.
And chicken stew on Sundays, too,
(With nary a bit of chicken in her).
But when you "find" some rabbits in
The landlord's ground (a poacher's trick)
It's wise to call them something else—
And so we called our rabbit "chick."
You take and cut the rabbit up,
And boil with half a cup of rice;
Then add some dumplings—parsley,
chopped—
A clove or two to give it spice.
"And what are 'pint and praties?"
Sure,
I should have told you—'twas my fault—
We eat the plain potatoes boiled,
And merely "pint" them in salt.
—From The Book of Kitchen Jingles

Welcome to another new advertiser
shown below:
Kitschy Witch
It is another fine establishment!
It is a boutique that specializes in
vintage, handmade and nostalgia.
We are proud to have them join
our MSC family.
Check them out!

Jenny’s Junk Emporium
High-end Collectibles
(despite what the name may imply).
Steam engines, locomotives, trains, crystal, china, jewelry,
vintage and small unique collectible finds.
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Jenny & Bill Andrus
6625 W. Mississippi Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80226
Hours:
Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

303-570-1590
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Col lectibles

the romance of the teapot
By Robert Reed
The teapot in all of its remarkable forms has been courted by
civilization for centuries. It is a romance that prompted one prestigious American museum to call the teapot "the most perfect of inventions."
A love story which may have begun with the Chinese 500 years
ago certainly has endured in countless countries and cultures. The
forms have been vastly diverse, and the materials incorporated in individual designs has been equally wide ranging.
"One of great challenges for an artist was to make a great
teapot," observed Garth Clark guest curator of The Mint Museums
in Charlotte, North Carolina. "It was a matter of proportion, balance
and function. Artists had to be able to produce a main body balanced
against two linear elements, the spout and handle."
Garth added, "it sounds easy, but it was actually quite a difficult thing to do, even more so if you're going to do something distinctive and unique."
The Mint Museums chose to devote the first half of the year
2004 to an exhibition of more than 250 teapots along with archival
drawings and related documents. Major artists of the past were represented as well as the anonymous folk potter.
Throughout the ages the teapot would be fashioned from all
manner of materials from simple earthenware to gleaming silver.
Additionally there was glass, iron, and porcelain. Historians credit
the Chinese Yixing era with the first development of the teapot. Ultimately the squat form of Chinese hot water pot of porcelain was
copied in the Western world but not before tea itself was 'discovered'
as a precious import from the Orient.
In 1658 a London coffee house advertised a new offering of a
drink that would eventually be known as tea. It was "that excellent,
and by all Physicians approved of drink, called Chinese Tcha by others Tay alias Tee, is sold at the Sultaness Head." Just two years later
the Samuel Pepys wrote in his diary, "I did send for a cup of tea, a
China drink, of which I never drank before."
Not surprisingly the tea drinking fad had grown strong enough
in the 1670s for a few teapots to actually be produced. One example
was actually inscribed "tea pott" for those who may have been puzzled by its appearance. Still another lantern-shaped teapot of silver
of the same period bore the hallmark of the East India Company
which had a major role in the importation of tea itself from China.
Both tea and coffee drinking became quite fashionable in London and other parts of England by the early 1700s. At that point both
were similar in design and relatively small given that both commodi-

ties were scarce and expensive. As tea became more
readily available the standard size of accompanying tea
pots increased. For the most part the early lantern-shape
evolved into a bulb-like in form with a high-domed lid.
Some had what were later called "duck neck" spouts.
It was not surprising that the endearing teapot made
its way to Colonial America. In 1727 the New York
Gazette advertised an elegant silver "Eight square TeaPot" which was said to be of the "newest Fashion." For
a time the 'eight square' or octagonal form of teapot was
very popular with silversmiths. The well to do both in
England and America sat an impressive table with their
distinguished silver teapots with C-scrolled handles and
S-style spouts.
The curved handle was apparently considered more
suitable than the lesser used square handle. Gradually
too, the rather basic pear shape became the most favored
design for 18th century teapots, especially for those imported to America. It has been said that the pear shape
was preferred in part because that particular design
helped the tea steep better by putting the maximum amount of water
in direct contact with the leaves.
While silver was reportedly very well suited for the brewing of
tea, it certainly was not the only material used for teapots in Colonial America. In fact the majority of teapots crafted in that era were
likely of earthenware. They were, according to Marvin Schwartz author of the Collector's Guide to Antique American Ceramics, "simple, turned on a wheel, and easily made." Most of such earthenware
teapots of the latter 18th century were described as "squat" and
glazed in various shades of brown.
Early in 19th century America the pear shape teapot was still
the uppermost choice. For those who could not fully afford a fine
silver teapot, then pewter was the next best thing. The New England
area was particularly flush with works of pewter during the first few
decades of the 1800s. Connecticut pewter craftsmen Thomas and
Sherman Boardman were said to have sold some three thousand
teapots to eager customers during a six month period in the 1820s.
A tea tip for readers of the American Frugal Housewife in 1833
suggested that homemakers be sure the water boils before pouring
upon the tea. It added, "a teaspoonful to each, and one extra thrown
in, is a good rule."
Quality earthenware teapots, not just 'simple' ones, were being
made in the United States by the 1850s. Exceptional examples included black-glazed creations by John Mann of Rahway, New Jer-

sey and green and gold glazed offerings by E. W. Bennett of Baltimore, Maryland. Bennett's Rebekah at the Well design remained a
standard for the next several decades.
The color of tea took on greater importance too by the middle
of the 19th century. "Black tea is healthier than green," suggested on
published reference at the time, "half and half, is a pleasanter beverage than either alone, and safer for those who drink strong tea, than
to trust themselves wholly with green." In 1857 Beecher's Recipe
Book offered directions for making white tea, "put two teaspoonfuls
of sugar into a half cup of good milk, and fill it with boiling water."
By the latter 1860s the consummate teapot might well have
been part of a three piece set produced in New York City by Tiffany
and Company. The teapot was a cherished combination of sterling
silver, ivory, and silver gilt. No doubt the retail price was as breathtaking as its visual image.
For the more down-to-earth tea consumer in the Untied States
there were glazed majolica pottery designs abundant in the 1880s.
One of the most noted potteries of that decade was operated by Griffin, Hall and Smith at Phoenixville, Pennsylvania. Some of their cauliflower-shaped teapot designs were said to have been inspired by
earlier models in 18th century England.
Early in the 20th century just about everyone in the country
could (and probably did) purchase a teapot at a reasonable price. In
1908 the Sears and Roebuck company offered True Blue enameled
one-quart teapots for 37 cents each. A four-quarter tea kettle of the
same enameled ware was 76 cents.
Elsewhere a Dutch designed brass teapot had been impressive
when displayed at the first Arts and Crafts Exhibition held in Italy.
Back in the United States, around 1911, there were exceptional
teapots made by Shreve and Company. Based in San Francisco, California their sterling silver and ivory designs were extraordinary.
In Europe during the 1920s the expanse of fine teapots extended from the lovely translucent china Shelley tea ware in England to
the sleek and modernistic work of Jean Puiforcat in France. By the
early 1930 Puiforcat had even incorporated plastic into his teapot
works of silver and silver gilt.
During the 1930s Japanese produced teapots were often influence by the mood of Art Deco and reflected geometric styling in
bright shades of green and other colors. By contrast Royal Winton
delighted customers in Old English fashion with their striking
chintzware decorated in traditional floral patterns.
Later Royal Doulton continued the English legend with the rustic garden look of Old Country Roses which became a worldwide
best-seller as late as the 1960s.
Clearly in design and function the teapot has gone around the
world and back again over the ages. Its image still serves to make
the heart grow fonder yet today.

7265 Lowell Blvd.,
Westminster, CO 80030

720-630-4203
Hours: Tue. - Sun. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Closed Mondays

TheNestMarketplace.com

Find us on
FACEBOOK
“Making Old NEW Again”
Limited Space Available for
Quality Dealers
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Unique
Treasures
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Antiques & Collectibles
7341 W. 44th Avenue,
Wheat Ridge, Colorado
1 Block East of Wadsworth on 44th
OPEN Tuesday-Saturday 10 am - 5 pm

303-993-3868
Over 20 Dealers to Shop From *Rental Space Available
Vintage Decor, Furniture, Toys, Linens, Jewelry and More

www.mountainstatescollector.com
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Arvada

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd., Suite130, Arvada, CO 80003
2 Miles North of I-70 on Wadsworth, N.E. Corner of 64th and Wadsworth

www.homesteadantiquemall.net
720-484-3644 Open 7 Days a Week, 10am - 6pm

Over 70 dealers with a wide variety
of antiques, vintage furnishings,
glassware, jewelry, collectibles,
primitives, shabby chic,
Western, Native American,
home decor & more...
12 MARCH 2019 —Mountain States Collector

Best
of Arvada
Best Antique Mall
in Arvada
www.mountainstatescollector.com

Antique De tective

Old travel Luggage Finds new decorative Use
By Anne Gilbert
The chests and luggage that once traveled to faraway
places or maybe just a nearby motel, have been a decorative item since the late 20th century. Ralph Lauren popularized using a single piece as a coffee table or stacking
leather suitcases on top of each other as end tables.
Well, after all, there is a sense of mystique in owning
a chest that once took sailors to sea, travelers abroad or
bounced around top of a stage coach.
These days antique, vintage and reproductions come
to market with high price tags. Currently an antique
leather and wood sea chest, showing its age with a worn
leather exterior, is up at
a Sotheby’s
Home auction with an
estimate of
$2,800. Reproductions
with bright
color motifs
abound. This
is especially
true
with
Pennsylvania
Dutch motifs
and supposedly owner’s
initials and
an early 19th
century date.
CLUES:
A currently
popular type

of chest supposedly came from Singapore in the 19th century. It is a simple box design made of camphorwood with
brass hardware. Chances are it is one of the many recently made in Taiwan or South Korea. A visit to a shop specializing in new Oriental objects could save you money.
Antique travelers sea chests are still around. They were
made of sturdy pine and often lined with 19th century
wallpaper. If you think you’ve found an “oldie” take a
sniff. There is nothing like the smell of new wood. Even
when stripped an old piece retains a mild, musty smell.
Travel trunks from the early 20th century include those
used by wealthy steamship travelers. Others were handmade by immigrants from many countries. Often they

were passed down over generations. At the high end are
the Louis Vuiton trun.
If you watch the TV show “Flea Market Flips” 1920s,
30s traveling metal trunks are offered as coffee and lamp
tables.
There are still treasures to be found at farm estate sales
in out-of-the-way towns.
PHOTO CAPTION: Travelers’ trunk. Leather and
wood with separate Compartment trays.
PHOTO CREDIT: Sotheby’s Home Auction
PHOTO CAPTION: Vintage metal travelers chest as
coffee table
PHOTO CREDIT: cangasdeoni.info

Sterling, Colorado

Aurora

OLD WAREHOUSE
ANTIQUES

Heirlooms Antique Mall

Sterling, Colorado

1947 S. Havana, Aurora, CO
303-337-6880

Heirloom & Investment Quality Antiques
Specializing in Oak & Walnut Furniture,
Clocks, Lighting, Fine Glass, Primitives

326 North Front Street

(1/2 block N. Under Chestnut Street Overpass)

Open Monday through Friday 10:00 to 5:30
Saturday 10 to 5:30 by chance or appointment

970-522-3145

www.mountainstatescollector.com

Heirlooms Make Great Gifts
Come in to stir
your memories!
Monday - Saturday 10-6,
Sunday 11-5
Mountain States Collector—MARCH 2019
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Colorado Springs

WA N T E D

mostly flower pots—vase—
bedside bowl and pitcher set,
lg, Antique Singer sewing
machine with case, Cut
glass, 303-838-3643. Email:
jgf3643@hotmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS:

WANTED: Older
style gas ranges,
1920s-50s ie Chambers, O’Keeffe and
Merritt, others, no
electrics 303-7790073 (01-07)

FOR SALE: A.B. Dick 310
offset press, 111 plate
maker, Michael’s collator,
Schaefer cast iron wax
WANTED: Antique Heating
melter, manuals, misc parts.
and Cooking Stoves, or-Spree Enterprises, Inc.
$100.00 takes all. 719-647nate, 303-779-0073. (01-07) P.O. Box 1003
8867. Pueblo West. (12-09)

Bailey, CO 80421

WANTED:
TOY AIRPLANES (TMD);
factory display models;
built up plastic models. Call
Walt, 970-204-0499 ( 1-10)

RETAIL FOR LEASE, 1400
block South Broadway, 3
spaces, 1300 to 2500 square
feet, each with storage.
Betsy 303-777-0848, bc
tournier@aol.com (08/09)

DOULTON’S
BOWL/
PITCHER Fontainbleau
Burslem pitcher good condition O3068K bowl small
crack $1,000 OBO 303-6590748. (01/10)

WANTED: PILLIN POTTERY, 303-477-3923. (5-10)

DEALERS SERVICES

WANTED: MODEL AIRPLANES, kits, engines, race
R O C K Y M O U N TA I N
cars. 303-422-0408 (12-07)
ANTIQUES IN LOVELAND
wants dealers w/toys, clocks,
WANTED: OLD VENDING
watches, quality knives &
MACHINES, gumball, pearazors, tools, other neat stuff.
nut, matches, cigarette and Low rent. 970-669-7440.
etc. Call Jeff (303) 7753250. (11-09)
DEALER SPACE AVAIL-

BUY OR SELL ANTIQUE
BUSINESS! Licensed broker to bring together buyers
and sellers. We package
trade names, inventory,
customer lists, Real Estate
leases and sales, and creative financing and exABLE Serendipity Mercanchanges. 303-913-3355
GOLF COLLECTIBLES tile, Longmont, Colorado.
www.Traylorhomes.com
WANTED, 303-792-2450. large building, room for more
Business Opportunities
(4-10)
dealers. Great parking! Call
303-776-8511.
CHIPS AND PIECES
DEALERS WANTED! Front RESTORATION invisible
FOR SALE: Antique secre- Range Antiques in Ft. Collins pottery and porcelain
tary box circa 1850—brass is seeking dealers of high repairs, pearl restringing.
bound teak—rare-excellent quality antiques. Due to or By appointment only, call
condition—$2100, set of 2 unique layout, we can make Sari, 303-623-4217 or
vaseline glass candle hold- any size space work for you. email chipsandpieces @
yahoo.com
ers—short, curled base— Call 970-282-1808.
$150, small oil lamp circa
1800—green
with white flowmmmodernrealestate@gmail.com
ers—never used—$150,
EXPERT silver and metRoyal Copenhagen tea set—
als repairs restoration.
Subscribe
to
open lace
pattern—numAppraisals
for insurance.
bered—4 pieces—hard to
720-939-9373,
nat_mx6
the
find, Many McCoy pieces—
@hotmail.com (3-07)

Services
Advertise
Get more
in the Moun- bang for your
FOR SALE
tain States buck!
Collector.
Reach the
thousands
of antique
colM
l e co
t ou
r s ntain
States
andCafficionados
that
enjoy
ollect
or
thisSee
37 yearCoupon
old newspaper
on Page 8.
devoted to the collector and to
Brighton
24 North Main
the antique buff.
Full Line of
Antiques &
Collectibles

Complete Antique
Restoration Available

Call 303-674-1253 for more
information.

(1/2 Blk. No. of Bridge & Main)

Brighton, CO 80601
303-659-7516

Lyons

Drop us a line.

WANTED

WESTERN
COLLECTIONS FOR
SALERUSSIAN SAMOWANTED:
VARS
URNS, silver
Metal
horseCOFFEE
statues, Roy
stirrupcollection.
cups, Other
walking canes,
Rogers
early clocks, singing bird music
Western
boxes, bronzes & silver items
old and stars
new,items,
candlesticks,
Dixie
mortars. TOP
DOLLAR PAID
720-939-9373
Premiums,
We also repair
silver (09/19)
movie cowboy and
WANTED:
ARTIrodeoINDIAN
post
FACTS WANTED.
Axes,
cards, sadPestles,
dles, horses,Mortars,
etc. on Eccentrics
EEDUC@aol.com
plates,
ladies with horse (9-18)
calendars, Tom Beecham
WANTED:
VAN BRIGGLE
convas type prints
POTTERY
in frames. dated before
1914.
Scott
Horses 505-424-8584,
on scarves
VQF@aol.com (11-18)
collection, horses on
hankies collection. Western neckties collection.
More items too numerous
to mention.
MSC.
ANTIQUES FOR
SALE:
Brass
Serious inquiries
only! Bed, Book-

FOR SALE

FOR SALE: 1920’s OAK
T H E AT E R C H A I R ,
$150.00, Mission Rocker
$75.00, Mission Table
$50.00, Art Deco China
Cabinet $700.00. Wendy,
303-420-9883. (7-18)

ESTATE
SALES
After decades in the resale
business, we have expanded
our services to include Estate
Sale options. Known as The
Estate Sale Angels, we treat
grieving families & their loved
ones with respect & honesty.
Pricing reflects client needs.
Contact Tina @ Antique
Gallery Inc., 117 S. Wahsatch
Ave., Colo. Spgs., CO 80903.
719-633-6070.

DEALERS

Advertise
in the MounDan’s
tain States
Painting,
Collector.
Remodeling
FOR SALE: 25 VINTAGE/
Wallpaper Removal,
Reach the
ANTIQUE
TOY STOVES.
Dry
Wall Repair,
Water Little Lady,
1930s
to 1950s.
thousands
Damage Repair
Empco.
Empire, Junyur
CLUBS
Cook,
etc.
$750.
OBO.
ConAcoustic/Ceiling
of antique
DO YOU LOVE ANtact Removal
bluespruce1@gmail
TIQUES, Collectibles, Art
.com (9-18)
303-922-0792 c o l l e c tand
o r sHistory? Questers is
FOR SALE: JACUZZI HOT
for you! Contact: OFW
TUB fiberglass and heater
and afficionados
that enjoy
ANTIQUES@gmail.com
still in box $800.00 or best
970-226-4432.
with pump. 719-251-7994
this(8-37 year old newspaper
18)
SERVICES
devoted
to
the collector
and to
ARTIFACT
ANALYSIS
FOR SALE: 30 PORCE/APPRAISAL, Boulder,
LAIN DOLLS by Spano,
antique
buff. 310-490-9606,
Colorado,
Middleton, Barts and the
more,
shelf, old gas stove (Eureka)
303-432-7223
Queen
Ann dresser, old oak
cupboard, oak kitchen table,
oak mantel and more. $2000
for all. 303-548-2339, punky
andsparky@msn.com (1018)

DEALER SPACE AVAILABLE Florence — “AnGet more
tique Capital
of Colorado”
Join us atbang
one for
of the
yourlargest,
fastest-paced stores in
buck!
downtown
Florence. 10,000
sq. ft. Open Daily. Friendly,
Knowledgeable Staff. Stop
by or call Rena @ 719-4293328. Loralie Antique Mall,
109 W. Main - Florence.

Call 303-674-1253 for more
www.orphans
gif t.com
information.

$500, 303-371-8047 (11-18)

EEDUC@aol.com (9-19)

Lyons

Not to know what happened before we
were born is to remain perpetually a
child. For what is the worth of a human
life unless it is woven into the life of our
ancestors by the records of history.
—Cicero

This journey of lifetimes follows
Englishman Thomas Prater
(later becoming Prather),
young and without property,
as he emigrates to Virginia in
1622 to seek his fortune in the
New World, and ends in
20th century Ohio. When
Thomas's son Jonathan dies
in mysterious circumstances, the family emerges
to become slaveholders,
then ultimately abolitionists. They go from being
planters, to farmers to participants in the industrialization of America. They participate
in the American Revolution, the Civil War and the Second World War.
Their story is the story of many American families who grew and changed
as America grew and changed, never forgetting their land-loving roots.
Orphan's Gift is a fascinating story of an American family, a genealogical quest, written by three sisters with a passion for history and
writing. M.M. Knowles is the pen name for sisters Mary Elizabeth Sikora,
Margaret Rose DeStefano and Sally Ruth Gronauer.

Always
Buying

Orphan’s Gift is co-written by Margaret
(Peggy) DeStefano, Mountain States Collector’s
Managing Editor. She and her sisters Mary Sikora and Sally Gronauer have captured the spirit
of their Prather line of ancestors. The past has
come to life in this historical novel. The book is
a great example of taking your family genealogical research to a new level.
“Writing this book has been a fun and often
surprising journey. Now that we have finished
our first project together, my sisters and I are already fast at work on our second book in what
we hope will be a series of historical novels,”
Peggy DeStefano explains.
You can order your copy of Orphan’s Gift
through Spree Publishing. Send your check or
money order for $19.95 to:
Spree Enterprises, Inc.,
P.O. Box 1003, Bailey, CO 80421
Fill out coupon below so that we can mail your
copy of Orphan’s Gift to you. (You can also go
online to www.orphansgift.com to order.)
Number of Books ___
X $19.95/book = $________(Includes postage)
Name:______________________________
Address:____________________________
City, State and Zip_____________________
You can also charge your purchase.
Credit Card #_________________________
Expiration Date________
www.mountainstatescollector.com

The Mountain States Collector, a tabloid Publisher
Sam DeStefano
Webmaster
Spree Enterprises, Inc.
mrphone@ecentral.com
P.O. Box 1003
newspaper dedicated to promoting the enjoyment
Shaleen Moore, Shaleen
Bailey, CO 80421
of antiquing and collecting in the Rocky Mountain
@blackbirdmediainc.com
spreepub@mac.com
region, is distributed the first weekend of every
Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Production
Executive Director Jon DeStefano
Peg DeStefano
month through shops, auctions, flea markets and
Jon Patrick DeStefano
Margaret (Peg) DeStefano,
Managing Editor
antique shows, and is mailed to subscribers.
Sam DeStefano
NSCDA/Colorado, D.A.R.,
(Opinions of the writers contained herein are
Signature Offset
FFHC (hcgs), Ohio-USD1812
Printing
not necessarily the opinions of the publishers.)
Advertising information: call Jon DeStefano at 720-276-2777 or email him at jondestef@gmail.com
or for any other information, call Spree Enterprises, 303-674-1253 or email us at customerservice@mountainstatescollector.com.
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red Cross Left Impressive record In deed, Postcards
The American Red Cross has an enduring as well as an
endearing record in American history. Just less than 114 years
ago, in 1905, Congress authorized the charter for that remarkable organization which remains in effect today.
In addition to setting forth the organization's purpose during wartime, the charter also provided for international or national disaster relief.
Not long after that the romantic image of the Red Cross
nurse giving aid to the afflicted began appearing on American postcards. No less than by the legendary artist Harrison
Fisher.
In 1906 a Harrison illustration of a lovely Red Cross nurse
administering to a patient was published as a postcard by the
Frank V. Draper Company of Des Moines, Iowa. The image
was designed to promote a timely novel, Jane Cable, written
by George Barr McCutcheon.
Fisher would go on to illustrate other Red Cross figures
including a nurse compassionately reading to a bed-ridden soldier. Titled simply Compensation, it was captured on a postcard published during the World War I era by Reinthal and
Newman.
Possibly the most remarkable depiction of a Red
Cross nurse by the greatly talented Fisher was a World

War I poster of a nurse. In the background is an American flag carried by marching soldiers. The beautifully
costumed woman in the center poster was shown clutching her cape in one hand while extending her other hand

outward. It dramatically asked the question:
"Have you answered the Red Cross Roll Call?"
The powerful and symbolic image appeared nationwide
in newspapers, on window cards, and on bus/trolley cards as
well as on posters. Eventually it became a French postcard.
"Many consider this (postcard) to be the rarest and most
valuable postcard Fisher ever illustrated," according to Naomi
Welch author of American and European Postcards of Harrison Fisher Illustrator.
Fisher had originally drawn that particular poster for a
1918 Red Cross fundraising campaign. He had been a member of what was then called the Division of Pictorial Publicity
which provided designs to the federal government. Fisher had
a clear affection for the Red Cross, and in some cases directed
that his rather ample royalties from artwork on books be sent
to the Red Cross.
Of course other early 20th century artists also contributed efforts and works to the Red Cross, sometimes
in the form of postcards. Additionally other countries also
paid tribute to the International Red Cross and their campaigns during that same era.
The French, for example, published a series of postcards
based on earlier World War I posters. Among the titles, the Red
Cross Counts on You. Similar poster-to-postcard efforts were
made in Poland and other European countries.
Such campaigns were highly successful. From 1914 to
1918 membership in the American Red Cross soared from 11
million to over 20 million. Moreover and eager and willing
public contributed more than 400 million dollars in funds and
materials to support Red Cross programs.
Historically the genesis of Red Cross organizations came
with the Geneva Convention of the 1860s in Geneva, Switzerland. Initially the delegates adopted a program allowing for
neutral groups to care for wounded during wartime. Eventually various groups, then known as societies, organized. They
selected as their emblem the flag of Switzerland with its colors reversed. The result was a red cross on a white background.
The United States, under the unwavering leadership of
Clara Barton, launched the National Society of the Red Cross
early in the 1880s. Just a few years later Barton introduced the
so-called American Amendment at the Geneva International
Conference. It specified that Red Cross organizations, during
extreme emergencies, would carry out humanitarian work similar that which it assumed during wartime.
Barton, born Clarissa Harlow Barton, organized supply
and nursing services for the. sick and wounded during the Civil
War. Later she became active in the International Red Cross
and ultimately as first president of the American Red Cross.
Immediately upon America's entry into the world war in
April of 1917, the American Red Cross greatly extended its
organization and activities. A major method of attracting both
attention and financing was the fund drive. Often the various
fund raising efforts, or 'subscriptions' extended to include both
posters and postcards.
By the 1930s the headquarters of the American Red Cross
was the pride of Washington. The imposing structure located
between the Corcoran Art Gallery and continental Hall was
the subject of numerous postcards.

Often the
printed information on the reverse of the card
noted the building was "dedicated to the memory of the heroic
women of the
Civil War. The
beautiful assembly room is entirely in white
with
crimson
hangings,
the
colors of the Red
Cross."
Postcards also sometimes mentioned
that the entire
cost of the white
marble complex
was $800,000.
During World War II in the 1940s the American Red Cross
proved to be seasoned enough to be supportive. Recreational
centers served soldiers with stationary, books, and literally millions of doughnuts and cups of coffee. During this war the Red
Cross was also able to provide blood-donation services. Using
35 blood donor stations in principal American cities and 60
mobile units the Red Cross was able to make more than 13
million blood donations by VJ Day in 1945.
From time to time, as had been the case earlier in that century, postcards were used to promote and acknowledge Red
Cross efforts. In the midst of it, there were thousands of volunteers and 36 million Americans had paid one dollar or more
a year to the Red Cross.
Military conflicts aside, the American Red Cross overall
probably gained more recognition in times of natural disaster.
As early as 1949, The Lincoln Library of Essential Information glanced at the first half of the century and concluded:
"The peacetime relief work of the Red Cross in floods,
fires, hurricanes, and every other kind of disaster has proven
that the organization was ready to meet human need in whatever emergency should arise."

Capt. Fred HadleyTattoo Man
Continued from page 1
his other knee.
Ambrose married Lizzie Metz in 1880 and together
they both performed in the circus. It was there that he
started calling himself Capt. Fred Hadley – I am sure Ambrose didn’t sound as good as Capt. Fred! The well-known
photographer, Chas. Eisenmann of New York, took photos of Capt. Fred Hadley which he sold at circus stops
along the way. He also wrote a small pamphlet which he
sold that told his life story and detailed his tattoos.
After Ambrose left the circus he traveled to western
Nebraska where he homesteaded and later owned a farm
in Box Butte County. At the end of his life he and his
brother moved into Battle Mountain Sanitarium at Hot
Springs, SD. He is included in postcards of the Veterans
Home. He died in May 1924 and is buried in the military
cemetery at Hot Springs, SD.
I am very pleased to be able to document history either from my own family history or from other ephemera
that can be found at the local Postcard and Paper
Ephemera Collectible Show held on Friday and Saturday May 3-4 at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds. You
can read more about the show at www.DenverPostcardShow.com. May will be the expanded venue where there
will be postcards, photographs, ephemera, coins, comics,
bottles and many other collectibles.

www.mountainstatescollector.com
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IRISHSTEW
About two pounds
of the neck of
mutton, four
onions, six
large potatoes,
salt,
pepper, three
pints of water
and two tablespoons of flour. Cut
the mutton in handsome pieces. Put about
half the fat in the stew-pan, with the onions,
and stir for eight or ten minutes over a hot
fire: then put in the meat, which is sprinkled
with the flour, salt and pepper. Stir ten minutes, and add the water, boiling. Set for one
hour where it will simmer. Then add the potatoes, peeled, and cut in quarters. Simmer an
hour longer, and serve. You can cook
dumplings with this dish, if you choose. They
are a great addition to all kinds of stews and
ragouts.

Evergreen

DUMPLINGS for stew
Two teacupfuls best flour sifted with two teaspoonfuls baking powder, one teaspoonful
sugar, one half teaspoon of salt, sweet milk
to mix. Cook for twenty minutes.

IRISH SALAD DRESSING
Put yolk of egg into bowl, add one-half teaspoon
mustard, one teaspoon salt and a taste of red pepper. Mix well. Add one-half teaspoon sugar, and
one teaspoon each of lemon juice and vinegar.
Add gradually a cupful of olive oil. Finally, add
another teaspoon each of vinegar and lemon
juice and beat with egg beater for five minutes.
The "Irish" touch is given by a dash of any pure
green coloring. The seasoning, too, may be a trifle altered to taste, but be sure to keep to the rule
in the mixing.
From Kalamazoo Stove Company
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the Legend of the Jelly Cupboard
By Robert Reed
History records that a variety of cupboards were used in the
kitchens of 19th century America. The story handed down for generations is that one of the smaller ones was the legendary jelly cupboard.
To this day not all of the would-be experts agree. Some contend the term jelly cupboard was only used in the Midwest, and elsewhere it was merely a small cupboard. Some counter it was only a
jelly cupboard in the eastern states and perhaps New England. Others attribute to sill other parts of the country.
One British author went so far as to suggest that Americans had
merely invented the term jelly cupboard to make small and plainly
constructed pieces to seem more interesting to collectors and buyers.
Such controversy has raged on for decades. Back in the 1970s
author Dan D'Imperio noted, "the jelly cupboard or jam cupboard
frequently suffers an identity problem with present day collectors."
D'Imperio concluded however that they were indeed properly identified, adding "these cupboard were always well stocked with jellies
and other preserves in the autumn season."
Fairly large cupboards were used in early American homes.
Narrow shelves were open in the upper section for display of pewter
or other attractive tableware. Shelves in the lower section were closed
by a single door or double doors and were used for storage of food
stuffs.
In some cases the cupboard was constructed with an overhanging shelf or middle section where dishes and food could be com-

Pine
Pine Emporium
16714 Pine Valley Rd.
Pine, Colorado 80470

303-838-5150
bobaaac@aol.com
Antiques, Gifts, Art Gallery, Tom Clark
Gnomes, Jewelry, Furniture, Vintage Fabric,
Clothes, Books, Glassware, Collectibles.

OPEN: Friday, Saturday and Sunday

bined for serving. Not surprisingly such cupboards were sometimes
referred to as servers.
Sometime around the first quarter of the 19th century a smaller
door closing cupboard came into usage. The specifics of such pieces
varied from craftsman to craftsman and from region to region, but
their purpose most everywhere was to store jam and jelly.
By the 1830s jelly was becoming a significant staple of the
American household. Fruits were readily available, for one thing,
throughout the abundant summer seasons of various parts of the
country. The apple orchard or the strawberry patch was harvested to
provide generous amounts of Jam and jelly. Elsewhere there were
apricots, blackberries, blue berries, cherries, grapes, peaches, plumbs,
raspberries, and in some places even oranges.
Once the fruit was gathered the women and the girls of the
house prepared to store it in vast amounts. The clear juice was combined with sugar to create jelly. Both the clear juice and the pulp of
the fruit were combined with sugar to create jam. Because of the
high content of sugar the jelly or jam could be readily stored at room
temperature once it had been properly boiled. In terms of the rigors
of the 19th century, preparing jelly and jam was a relatively easy job.
A busy kitchen therefore could result in numerous containers being
filled during the preserving process and set aside for the duration of
winter and spring.
Typically the beloved jelly cupboard had two drawers above
its double doors which opened outward from the center. However
the variations were understandably endless. Jelly cupboards were
simply individualized by most everyone who decided to build one.
The shelves themselves were originally not very tall which allowed for more of them to be fixed in stationary positions within the
interior of the jelly cupboard. The cupboard's doors could be fitted
with a wood catch, although others had metal hardware. Accounts
vary regarding how 'secure' the typical jelly cupboard might have
been. Generally the doors were not locked, although some descriptions say the drawers above the doors sometime held spices including tea and sugar creating a need for locks.
As a general rule jelly cupboards were kept in the kitchen of
19th century household where jelly and jam was earlier prepared for
storage. However such cupboards were sometimes placed in the dining room. In the book Country Furniture author Ellen Plante suggests that the crafting of jelly cupboards and the choice of materials
was based to a large extent on where the piece was to be ultimately
located. Use in the dining room called for better quality construction
and better hard wood according to Plante. Others suggest that jelly
cupboards were simply made for use most anywhere in the house,
and were in turn made from just about any available wood.
Certainly surviving examples can be found in an amazing vari-

ety of woods. Pine is
probably the most
dominate, but others
have been constructed
with birch, butternut,
cherry, chestnut, maple,
poplar, oak, walnut and
other woods. At times
construction involved
two different woods,
such as pine and poplar,
for the completed jelly
cupboard.
A pine jelly cupboard made in Pennsylvania during the 1830s
was described as having the traditional two doors at the top but only
a single two paneled door below. Moreover it was only about 25
inches tall, which was apparently much shorter than most jelly cupboards of that period.
Some furniture historians have theorized that generally jelly
cupboards more or less evolved from taller and narrower forms to
shorter and wider versions. One early 19th century pine piece was
measured as 45 inches wide and more than 66 inches tall. Others
have been found extending up to 72 inches in height, but the majority were not as tall.
A great number of the pine jelly cupboards, and some of other
woods, were immediately painted in a decorative color to highlight
its surroundings. Solid colors applied by craftsmen included blue,
brown, green, red, gray, or even yellow.
At their zenith the drawers of the jelly cupboard remained dovetailed and the shelves remained stationary. Some later pieces had adjustable interior shelves. As late as the 1920s Montgomery Ward's
mail order catalog and other retail sources were offering the basic
jelly cupboard with a single drawer above two doors. At Montgomery Ward they were constructed of "seasoned hardwood" (oak)
and offered "adjustable shelves."
Their models were 34 inches wide and 60 inches tall, selling
for a price of $9.95.
Today vintage jelly cupboards are prized by collectors. Those
with original paint, even though worn from use, are highly sought.
Also attractive are original iron strap hinges, or other original latch
ware.
Recommended reading:
Antique Trader Furniture Price Guide edited by Mark Moran
(Krause Publications).

Primitive Blessings

13028 S. Parker Ave. Pine, CO 80470
Just a 20 minute drive from C470 on Hwy 285
(1 block South of Shaffers Crossing at S. Parker Ave. & 285)
Primitive Blessings now offers 25% discount for Customer
Loyalty. Loyalty cards are stamped on each visit and on 9th visit,
receive 25% off any item. Must present Stamped card at checkout.

THURS., FRI., SAT. 10-6

303-838-1122
primitive.blessings@yahoo.com
Like Us On Facebook Primitive Blessings on 285
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dressed in the latest adult or children’s
3 fashion and travel to
show off the latest fashions. It was:9
so-9?5<@1
important to European
nobility that the dolls were passed from court to court even
when the countries were at war.
By the 19th century doll makers used their most expensive models dressed in Paris fashions around the world.
Among them Jumeau, Bru, Roch and others. Heads were of a
variety of materials from bisque to china
heads
We take
great made by the
pride in being a
famous French porcelain firm Sevres.
“great
little town”
In the 1930s American made
fashion
dolls captured
where you’re
the market with dolls that could perform various funca stranger only once!
tions. Eyes would open and shut: dolls could drink

are usually wearing only a string of b
Alexander who created "grown up"
changing the look of American dolls.
in "high fashion" using quality materia
in the 1950s, the first full-figured adul
Of course, the most popular fashi
created when Barbie® made her deb
1959. Also introduced in the 50s(195
Corporation’s "Miss Revlon" doll. Sh
dolls to have high-heeled feet and t
woman.
Discoveries of early fashion doll
Research the many books on the subj
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June’s
What
Is
It?
February’s What Is It?

was named for the port of Imari-the place from where it
was shipped. The designs of textiles, chrysanthemums and
landscapes were enclosed in panels. It became so popular
that by the 18th century the Chinese copied it. So did Eng-

Loveland

nied by a current value.
In this edition, "the emphasis is on (the)
type of piece, with the particular pattern or decCont est
oration being the secondary consideration,"
notes the author.
Gaston points out however that
a manubasically
it is painted tin-ware. Regardless of how it was
facturer’s index with the patterns made
by eachit can be called "painted tin," "tole" or
finished
of them is included in the book. "Japanned."
Additionally In Colonial America, painted tin was importBy 1750, American peddlers were travthe book also provides a patternedforfrom
easeEngland.
in
eling from town to town selling it. From 1790 to 1870 it
accessing a collector’s particular pattern.
was advertised as "Japanned-ware." In good condition
"Although objects are the format
this sell for more than $800 at auction.
yoursforcould
edition, decoration, body type, and manufactur- China in particular.
English China Patterns by Mary Frank
er are equally important," according to the
author who also wrote the earlier book, English Gaston, hardcover, color illustrated, 192 pages,
China.
This latest
provides an absorbing is $29.95 plus shipping from Collector Books,
lish potters such as Derby, Bow,
Worcester
andoffer
Chelsea.
Yours could fetch $900 or moreintroduction
at auction.to ceramics in general and English 1-800-626-5420.

March’s What Is It?

World of Wade Whimsies
Latest In A Series of Books

Q. I found this painted spice bin in an antiques shop
years ago. The dealer told me it was called "tole" I have
since used it as a decorative object in my kitchen. Now I
would the
likeobject
to know
Everyone of our guesses for the February What Is It identified
as aabout
desk its history and value.
- Las
ink blotter. Our source said it is a paper weight. This particular one
has had
an Vegas,
outdoorNV
Open
all
winter.
Everyone
of isoursix-inch
guessescast-iron
for the10-5
June
What
Is It identified
theM.B.T.
object
as
a
desk
inkaspice bin is known as "tole" —
working
life. It
engraved
weight
used to anchor
newspapers
at
A. Your 19th century

kiosk inOur
New
York.said
Decorative
weights
thisparticular
one are still
are hard
blotter.
source
it is a paper
weight.likeThis
one inhasusehadsoanthey
outdoor
work-to
collect. Those with logos of now defunct newspapers are more easily found.
Since
objects
could be
used asweight
ink blotters,
are going
to go ahead
ing life.
It isthese
six-inch
cast-iron
engraved
used toweanchor
newspapers
at a and
kioskgivein
a year’s subscription to the Mountain States Collector to those who guessed that it was
New
Decorative
weightsof Anchorage,
like this oneAlaska
are stillandin Jeannie
use so they
are hard
to collect.
their York.
purpose.
Bill McLaren
Reynolds
of Nederland,
Colorado
won defunct
our February’s
contest.
Bill McLaren
did say in his note that,
Those
withhave
logosboth
of now
newspapers
are more
easily found.
“It looks like an antique cast iron ink blotter, paperweight, Eastlake style, 19th century.”
Jeannie
said give
it is
Since these objects could be used as ink blotters, we are going
to Reynolds
go ahead and
“a blotter for fountain pens
a year’s subscription
to the Mountain States—Collector to thosewaywhobackguessed
it was
in the that
day before
Keenesburg
their
purpose.Keenesburg
Charles
Pheasant
Centennial,
Colorado sent ball
us Thank
apoints.”
picture
of this identiAntique
Capitol
ofofweld
County
you for guessing.
fromsoyou.
cal weight that he owns. Anna Turner of Denver, Colorado hasWeanlove
ironhearing
collection
she
inher
knew what this object was made of. Anna is 90 years old and isAdvertise
offering objects from
the
Step
AAWhat
Step
iron collection as possible
Is Its for Back
ourBack
contest. Since weMountain
already had this month’s
States
figured out, we will try to takein
her
on
offer for the next issue.
Jean Helzer of ArvaInupTime
Ther
ime
Collector.
da, Colorado also identified the
object as anand
ink blotter. Thank you all for your guesses.
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Another fine book is out on Wade. This time Village sets, Minikins and Dinosaurs, retailed and
the subject is Whimsies.
commissioned Whimsies from the early 1960s
Wade potteries of England and Ireland into the 21st century, and more.
became famous during the 1950s for the miniature
The World of Wade Whimsies by Ian
ceramic figurines sold under the Whimsies name. Warner and Mike Posgay, softcover, color illusDecades later Wade Whimsies are still being pro- trated and current values, index, 224 pages is
Our friend Dixie Kilborn of the Brass
duced
and
are still popular with legions of collec- $34.99 plus shipping from Schiffer Publishing,
Armadillo provided this month’s What Is It. See
4880 Lower
Valley Rd., Atglen, PA 19310.
iftors.
you can identify this device. Send your
answers
to the
Is It contest,
Mar.reviews
20, by Robert Reed, Antique and
ThisWhat
latest volume,
The Worldpostmarked
of Wade by (Book
to
the
Mountain
States
Collector,
P.O.
Box
1003,
Whimsies, provides a sweeping look at a vast Collectible News Service, PO Box 204, KnightBailey, CO 80421. Three winners will be drawn.
number of them. There are over 160 black and stown, IN 46148.)
Winners will receive a year’s subscription to the
white photos displaying
Wade maker’s
Mountain
States Collector.
marks. Moreover there are more than 800
VISIT:
color illustrations capturing Whimsies,
409 So.Public Rd.
their adverting literature, presenting Lafayette,
packCO
80026
ages, and other accompaniments.
CONTACT:
The Tom Smith Party Crack
fig303-926-4060
Lafayette
nobletreasures@
urines, miniature village sets, premiums,
hotmail.com
and promotional figures are depicted
in
HOURS:
the book. Color and size variationsMon.-Sat.,
are
10am-6pm
noted for the reader.
Sun. 12 pm-5pm
Included in this quality volume are
current values both in U.S. dollars and
Mountain States Collector—JANUARY 2010 9
United Kingdom pounds. Northglenn
This is the sixth book in the World of
Wade series by the authors Ian Warner
and Mike Posgay.
"Some of the figurines illustrated in this
book are not, technically, Whimsies but
are either extensions of the Whimsies or 0.' *01 !+5* 4 ; 7'3
'#-'34 0 *004' 30.
have been used as premiums or promotions," note the authors, "so we have
included these and related figures."
1.
. 50Daily
0/
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12
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50to 0/
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Whimsies from 1953
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Closed
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include fair special issues,
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Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.
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Colorado

11301 W. I-70 Frontage Rd.

303-403-1677

Wheat Ridge, CO 80033

877-403-1677

Open 7 Days a Week
9 am - 9 pm
The Brass Armadillo is a professionally
operated business that takes antiques and
collectibles seriously. We work to have quality
items at good prices.
The mall is open from 9am to 9pm. every
day, except Christmas. We host seminars,
workshops and training events.
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