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The Colorful 20s, 
More Than a Rainbow

By Tom Cotter

Cambridge, Diamond, Fenton, Tiffin 

photos by Barb Garrison

Fostoria photo by Alex Kizewski, 

Cambridge Rubina photos by Tom Cotter

The grand and glorious 1920s.  The United States

dominated the world in nearly every phase of life.  Glass

was a big part of that dominance; glass for automobiles,

airplanes, trains, homes, radios, and on and on.  1920

marked the first census when urban population exceeded

rural population.  Product distribution included ever in-

creasing shipments of finished products to wholesalers

and retailers, mostly by a continuously expanding railway

system with the States.  Combined with the infusion of

automobiles and mass human transportation along with

great expansion of eight hour workdays, people found they

could buy and furnish their homes.  With more disposable

income and time, more people were able to acquire attrac-

tive decorations and housewares.  This often meant glass.

Although alcoholic beverages were outlawed throughout

the 1920s by Prohibition, demand for wine and liquor

glasses and containers surged.  Maybe for coffee (hot tod-

dies), juice (wine), sodas (beer), and tea (whiskey)?  Home

refrigerators replaced true ice boxes in many homes.  Peo-

ple began to use more glass containers in their refrigera-

tors as well as for dry goods storage.  While some of these

items might have had plain functional appearances, the

glass companies competed avidly to capture their “fair

share” of the growing marketplace.  Some may have fol-

lowed Say’s law: "Supply creates its own demand".  Often

this included experimenting with and marketing a great

variety of glass colors, all designed to lure the unwary

consumer.  

The heart of the glass industry in the 1920s was the

Ohio and Monongahela River Valleys, with extensive re-

sources in silica sand, coal and natural gas power, clay for

pots, iron and steel, and an abundance of labor, often very

skilled.  Within about 125 miles from and including

Wheeling, WV, were the companies of Beaumont, Cam-

bridge, Central, Cooperative Flint, Diamond, Duncan-

Miller, Dunbar, Economy (later Morgantown), Fenton,

Fostoria, H. C. Fry, Hazel-Atlas, A. H. Heisey, Hocking,

Imperial, Jeanette, Lancaster, McKee, New Cumberland,

New Mar-

tinsville, H.

N o r t h w o o d ,

Paden City,

L.E. Smith,

Westmoreland,

and the U.S.

Glass head-

quarters in

P i t t s b u r g h ,

among others.

K n o w l e d g e ,

e m p l o y e e s ,

marketers, and

supplies moved throughout this region to help the boom

in the glass industry directed at citizens more than corpo-

rations.

For the generally less decorative container market,

many companies updated to continuous tank glass produc-

tion powered by glass furnaces.  Women were “encour-

aged” to become savvier in their “daily chores” through

Home Economics programs in schools and magazines

such as Good Housekeeping directed at “homemakers”.

Companies like Corning (Pyrex) H.C. Fry, and McKee

(GlasBake) offered pieces that combined cooking, serv-

ing, and storage.  Less expensive tumblers, luncheon,

dessert, and grill plates in addition to sugars, creamers and

service pieces were readily available for daily use from

companies such as Belmont, Federal, Hazel-Atlas, Hock-

ing, Indiana, Jeanette, and U.S. Glass.  Part of the appeal

for a lot of kitchenware came from using glass formulas

that made pastel pink, green, amber, and yellow pieces in

a variety of pressed patterns by a number of companies.

While “Depression Glass” became the common term for

much of this continuous process, patterns like Indiana’s

Avocado and Pyramid, Jeanette’s Iris, and Fenton’s Lin-

coln Inn originated before the Great Depression.  The Tea

Room pattern by Indiana was designed specifically for the

ice cream and soda fountain businesses, another fast-

growing business in the 1920s that used a lot of glassware.

Years of experimentation and development by English-

born glass chemists like Frederick Carder of Steuben and

Arthur J. Nash at Tiffany generated never-before seen col-

ors in a very exclusive, wealth-based market.  To com-

Continued on page 11

Fostoria Electric Blue Tut vase

"This article would not have been possi-

ble without the fabulous photos carefully

arranged and taken by our great friend

Barb Garrison, who will be a dealer at the

Front Range Glass Show."

Northwood Chinese Coral

Northwood Jade

Cambridge Opaques, Jade, Helio, Ivory,

Pomona, Primrose, Azurite
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prices in our recent auctions
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Saturday, Sept. 15 and
Sunday, Sept. 16

Exhibition, Friday, Sept. 14

Allenspark, Colorado
Vintage cars, tractors, 6 windmills, old 

water tank from the Stanley Hotel, old farm 
engines, 1950s snow cats, petroliana and 

antique furniture — over 5000 pieces in  all —
on site of this truly unique & exciting auction.

Autumn Antique Estate Auction

More pictures, go to bruhnsauction.com
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8964 E. Hampden Ave., Denver

(303) 721-7992

Explore over130 Shoppes 
Under One Roof!

Like us on Facebook

Hours:
Monday  -  Thursday:  10.00 - 6.00, Friday  -

Saturday:  10.00 - 7.00, Sunday:  12.00 - 5.00 



SEPT. 1: A PARIS STREET MARKET, an open-air, vintage, antique and artisan market, 7301
S. Santa Fe Dr., Littleton, CO 80120, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. rain or shine. Future date: Oct. 6. Also, A
PARIS STREET CHRISTMAS MARKET will be November 16 & 17, 10-5 at the Douglas Coun-
ty Events Center. More info, call 303-877-9457 or visit aparisstreetmarket.com

SEPT. 5: THE LAST EMPEROR Discussion led by C. Yves at 2:00 p.m. at Brass Armadillo,
11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More info, or if you would be interested in doing a presenta-
tion in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

SEPT. 17-22: RDF SALE at LA CACHE, sale items located at our annex at 404 Downing Street
in Denver, Monday through Saturday, Rake up some autumn savings with our 50% off RDF prices,
Call 303-871-9605 for more information.

SEPT. 19: SEED PACKET ART Discussion led by Suzanne Wingfield at 2:00 p.m. at Brass Armadil-
lo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More info, or if you would be interested in doing a presentation
in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

SEPT. 20: THIRD THURSDAYS EVENING EVENT First Day of Summer, FOUND AN-

TIQUE & ARTISAN MALL. Enjoy some refreshments on us. Special Sales by Various Dealers,
6-9 p.m. This is a special shopping night featuring many discounts. Located at 4501 Wadsworth
Blvd., Wheat Ridge, 303-463-7796.

SEPT. 21 & 22: 9TH ANNUAL TRI STATE DOLL SALE, Fri., 12 to 6, Sat. 10-4, at the Jeffer-
son County Fairgrounds, 15200 West 6th Avenue, Golden. The sale will feature antique and mod-
ern dolls, doll accessories, high-end collectibles, miniatures, bears and much more. Appraisals and
doll stringing available. Contact Lorella at 303-988-8591 for more information.

SEPT. 28: HOTEL de PARIS WINE TOUR, Guests will explore the site in a quiet setting with a
knowledgeable guide to see where culinary history was made. 409 6th St., Georgetown, CO 80444.
Reservations in advance required, 303-569-2311. 

SEPT. 29-30: FRONT RANGE GLASS SHOW & SALE, Sat., 10-5, Sun. 11-4, The Ranch Event
Center Complex, McKee Building, 5280 Arena Circle, Loveland, CO, exit 259 off I-25, Cross-

roads Blvd. More information, 319-939-3837 or www.frontrangeglassshow.com

Upcoming Events 
OCT. 3: ELITCHES Discussion led by Kathy Hertzke at 2:00 p.m. at Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-
70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More info, or if you would be interested in doing a presentation in your area of
expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

OCT. 6: OKTOBERFEST - MINI BEER GARDEN, last Outdoor Show of the Season for A

PARIS STREET MARKET, an open-air, vintage, antique and artisan market, 7301 S. Santa Fe
Dr., Littleton, CO 80120, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. rain or shine. Also, A PARIS STREET CHRISTMAS
MARKET will be November 16 & 17, 10-5 at the Douglas County Events Center. More info, call
303-877-9457 or visit aparisstreetmarket.com

OCT. 6: TIMBER DAN FALL ANTIQUE AND COLLECTIBLE TOY SHOW AND SALE,
Loveland, Colorado, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Larimer County Fairgrounds (“The Ranch”), First Na-

Show Calendar

September events

www.mountainstatescollector.com Mountain States Collector—SEPTEMBER 2018 5

Shows

Continued on page 10 

About the 9th

Annual Tri

State Doll

Sale 2018
Doll collectors and en-

thusiasts who are dedicated
to the history and preserva-
tion of antique and col-
lectible dolls will enjoy this
Doll Sale.  A very success-
ful annual doll show for over
8 years.

Lorella Farmer, Show
Coordinator, is a member of
the National United Federa-
tion of Doll Clubs, Inc. She
thanks everyone for their at-
tendance in prior years and
looks forward to seeing fa-
miliar as well as new faces
this year. 

Vendors at the show,
(see ad to the left) will
have diverse and exciting
merchandise including an-
tique bisque, china, and
cloth dolls, modern dolls,
collectible dolls, doll and
doll house accessories,
doll clothing, books, and
miscellaneous doll and toy
related items. 

The show will appeal to
everyone, from the most de-
voted collectors to new col-
lectors with a developing in-
terest in dolls. For more in-
formation, call Lorella at
303-988-8591.
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Wheat Ridge

FOUnd is proud to present

Third Thursdays. please

join us on every third Thurs-

day of every month in the

evening from 6pm til 9pm

for a special shopping night

featuring discounts and

dealer and artisan specials.
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happy Fall!

Great selection of 

indoor treasures 

Set design, photo
Shoot props and

Wedding decoration
rental available!
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So. Broadway, Denver

ANTIQUE ROW
Where the Past Comes to Life

The Antique Row area of South Broadway is rich in history and
has retained its fascinating historic character while remaining a vital
commercial, artistic, cultural and residential neighborhood.

D oll s  and  t o y s  ar e  ou r  pa s s i on  a t  

Turn  o f  t h e  C en tu ry  Ant i que s  

Subscribe to the Collector
1 year (12 issues) $18.00

2 years (24 issues) $32.00

3 years (36 issues) $45.00

Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Return to: Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Box 1003, Bailey, CO  80421-1003

Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.
Outside North America $70.00 per year. 

No refunds.

Make check payable to Spree Enterprises 
or to The Mountain States Collector.
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Alluring

Inspired

Historic

Antique Row
Broadway



By Robert Reed 

The beautiful brooch traditionally had been
one of the most enduring types of jewelry as well
as one of the most varied. 

Women have affixed these large and decora-
tive ornamental pins on their clothing for cen-
turies. Some brooches could be fashioned from
cardboard or human hair and be fairly plain, or
they could be adorned with gold and diamonds
and be nearly priceless. 

By the early 19th century the brooch had be-
come a true fashion statement of the rich and fa-
mous. Initially only the wealthiest woman could
afford the assembly of precious stones and fine
metals required for a proper brooch. The more lav-
ish and dazzling the better. 

Gradually however the trend of a clever
brooch began to extend to a wider variety of so-
cial classes and tastes. 

"The brooch was probably the most popular
and widely produced form of jewelry" in the en-
tire 19th century according to Stephen Giles au-
thor of Miller's Jewelry Antiques Checklist. Ac-
cordingly, "examples offered a wide range of
styles, materials and levels of quality." 

Certainly the brooch selection of that historic
century was vast. 

The turquoise and diamond brooch was pop-
ular early in the 19th century, but other choices
could be of solid gold with matching earrings, or
a mixture of rubies, sapphires, and emeralds. 

Ultimately there was a world of other fash-
ionable materials too including cameo, coral,
enamel, mosaic, painted porcelain, and pearls. The
image of the brooch would vary widely as well
extending from a mere cluster of jewels to the spe-
cific shape of a bird, flowerpot, Greek cross, but-
terfly, Egyptian beetle, or eagle. Then too there
were widely differing designs of pinwheels, star-
bursts, loops, bows, and scrolled frames. 

By the middle of the 19th century the fash-
ion world was awash with diverging brooches in
seemingly endless styles. 

In 1861 a leading women's magazine offered
information to readers to "wishing hair made into
pins." The magazine assured a large number of or-
ders had already been recently filled and ladies
were delighted with the results. They added, "hair

is at one the most delicate and lasting of our ma-
terials and survives us like love.'" 

At the other end of the brooch 'rainbow'
might be a bejeweled item with a domed center
and an assortment of diamonds, opals and corals.
Some middle and latter 19th century brooches
were large enough to include equally attractive
pendant attachments in the design. In some cases
the pendants were removable or could even be
converted into smaller brooches themselves. 

At one point the prestigious Johnston and
Company at Union Square in New York City of-
fered brooch selections such as the circle of swal-
lows, the diamond bow-knot, the Roman wreath,
the Dragon and pearl, and the six-diamond loop.
All were advertised in the 1890s as "effective and
tasteful ornaments," and further "all of these may
be worn as pendants." 

Smart shops in the center of New York City
seemed to do a thriving business in the sale of
striking brooches near the end of the 19th century.
Prices, at the time, ranged from $15 to $150 de-
pending mostly on the use of diamonds instead of
pearls. 

Not that the popularity of the brooch needed
a boost, but the age of Art Nouveau did indeed
push the jewelry item to new heights. The flow-
ing lines and floral forms of the French inspired
'new art' were perfect for the brooch. 

Indeed the Art Nouveau movement, "had a
dramatic effect on the styles and materials used
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The beautiful brooch

Denver

Collectibles

Gold and enamel brooch, rose-cut diamond

pansy against blue background. (Skinner Inc.)

Continued on page 13

H e i r l o o m s  A n t i q u e  M a l l
1947 S. Havana, Aurora, CO

303-337-6880

Heirlooms Make Great Gifts
Limited Case Space Available

Monday - Saturday 10-6, 
Sunday 11-5

heirloomsantiquemall.com

Aurora



tional Bank Exhibition Bldg., North Hall. Take I-25 Exit 259 east to Fairgrounds Ave., then north
1/2 mile. More than 180 tables with thousands of antique and collectible toys on display and for
sale. Admission $4. Sponsored by the Loveland Lions Club. For more info, contact Doug Larson,
970-214-1035 or email douglas@comcast.net or visit website at http://www.
lovelandlionsclubs.org/sites/Toy Show. htm.

OCT. 13 & 14: PUMPKIN PIE DAYS VINTAGE & ANTIQUE MARKET, Sat. 10-5 & Sun.
11-4, Boulder County Fairgrounds, Exhibit Building, 9595 Nelson Rd., Longmont, CO, Admis-
sion $5. (Children under 12 free). Sponsored by St. Vrain Historical Society. Call 303-776-1870
or go to wwwstvrainhistoricalsociety.com.

OCT. 17: MEXICAN RETABLOS Discussion led by Jackie Jacobson at 2:00 p.m. at Brass Armadil-
lo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More info, or if you would be interested in doing a presentation
in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

OCT. 19-21: WORLD WIDE ANTIQUE and VINTAGE SHOW, Denver Mart - Expo Building
- I-25 & 58th Ave., Fri.-Sat.. 10am-6pm, Sunday 11-4pm. Get tickets at Find YourAntique.com. 

NOV. 2-11: CORKSCREW AUCTION, this is a twice yearly on-line auction by volunteer col-
lectors worldwide, Over 800 plus quantity of corkscrews with total sales of over 10,000. Also, this
is an excellent method for obtaining a value estimate of most corkscrews in a personal collection
New buyers and sellers may register at time to participate in the upcoming November auction. Be-
tween auction sales, there is always a good range of lower cost corkscrews available for immedi-
ate purchase in the BUY NOW section of www.CollectorCorkscrews.com.

NOV. 14: HISTORY OF SCRAPBOOKING Discussion led by Cheryl Miller at 2:00 p.m. at
Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More info, or if you would be interested
in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

NOV. 17 & 18: ANTIQUES AT WINGS, at the Wings Over the Rockies Air & Space Museum,
Sat. 10-6, Sunday, 10-5, Free Parking, 7711 E. Academy Blvd., Denver. A fixture on the Denver
scene since 2003, returning with traditional Antiques, Art, Furniture, Jewelry & Collectibles. Also in-
cludes two additional shows Books at Wings and Vintage at the Hangar. More info, go to www.An-
tiques AtWings.com.

Auctions
SEPT. 15 & 16: FALL ANTIQUE ESTATE AUCTION, Allenspark, Colorado. Exhibition Fri-
day Sept. 14. Vintage cars, tractors,  6 windmills, old water tank from the Stanley Hotel, old farm
engines,1950s snow cats, petroliana and antique furniture — over 5000 pieces to choose from —
all on site of this truly unique and exciting auction. Call 303-744-6505 or email Tom at Bruhn-
sauction@aol.com.
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Lakewood

Jenny’s Junk Emporium
High-end Collectibles 

(despite what the name may imply). 
Steam engines, locomotives, trains, crystal, china, jewelry,

vintage and small unique collectible finds.

Consignments and Layaways

Jenny & Bill Andrus
6625 W. Mississippi Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80226

Hours:
Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

303-570-1590

Calendar

Continued from page 5

Upcoming events Continued



pete, within their growing market niche, less expensive

glass makers  known as “Elegant” companies (those with

hand processing of some sort) created so many named col-

ors that it is impossible to list all in one short article.  This

is the “More Than a Rainbow” aspect in our title.  Re-

member the rainbow by ‘Roy G. Biv’, or Red, Orange,

Yellow, Green, Blue, Indigo, and Violet?  In addition to

similar pastels in the tank glass companies, “Elegant”

makers made nearly all shades of those 7 Rainbow Col-

ors, and many between and outside the rainbow.  Although

“Carnival”, especially on Pattern glass, was becoming

passé before the 20s, companies found a replacement in

“Stretch” glass, with sprayed metallic salts applied to hot

glass, reheated and re-shaped by hand to produce showy

finishes.  Often called Luster or Lustre, “Stretch” finishes

were generally applied to transparent or opaque decora-

tive and serving items.  This technique created an array of

colors, sometimes differing significantly from the base

color of the piece.

From the visible spectrum, reds came in opaque and

transparent versions; Fenton alone made Ruby, Mandarin

Red Opaque, Ruby Carnival, Spanish Red, and Red

Stretch.  Other companies applied their own names, such

as Sunset and some Amberinas.  Somewhat related to red

was a vast array of pink glassware, with names like Velva

Rose, Peach-blo, Rose, Peach, Peach Melba, and some-

times just pink.  Orange showed up in Coral Red, Tanger-

ine, Chinese Coral, Sunset, and Amberina.   Amber was

common, but varied; most companies simply called it

amber, but finishes created names of Russet, Gold, Cameo

Opalescent, and others.  Yellow transparent colors came

in Topaz, Grecian Gold, Gold Krystol, etc., but opaque

colors Chinese Yellow, Mandarin Yellow, Primrose, and

on appeared.  In the green segments were Emeralds or

green, while opaque might be called Jade.  Blues ranged

from a barely discernable Willow Blue through Aquama-

rine, Azure, Celeste, Electric, and Bluebell to deep Royal

Blue, with a variety of transparent and opaque versions.

Purples and violets might be pale Orchid through deep

Amethyst, with opaque represented by Cambridge Helio,

but not much else.  At the opposite ends of the rainbow

were white (Milk, Carrara, Ivory, Fer-Lux, etc.) and black

(Ebony).  One of the more intriguing lines of the 20s was

Cambridge Rubina, a reheated ruby-based formula that

varied from deep red to green to exquisite blue within a

single piece.  This is one of my favorites.

A good source of information on the 1920s glass com-

panies is a two-volume set

titled Great American

Glass of the Roaring 20s &

Depression Era by James

Measell and Berry Wig-

gins.  Although out of

print, it is available at the

Rocky Mountain Depression Glass Club library (members

only), as well as several online sources.  I am continually

grateful that the DeStefanos continue to promote collect-

ing within our region via the Mountain States Collector.

They have been a joy to work with over the last few years

and are a beacon for all types of collecting hobbies.  With

Jodi and Mark Uthe sponsoring the Front Range Glass

Show, this year September 29 and 30 at the Ranch Events

Complex near Loveland, we are fortunate to have such a

show in our region devoted exclusively to antique and vin-

tage glass, china, and pottery.  Jodi and Mark have gath-

ered a great lineup of dealers from across the country again

this year.  Information for the show is on the RMDGS

website about the club and show (www.RMDGS.com &

SHOWS). This also links to http://www.frontrange-

glassshow.com/, which has more specifics about the show.

Please continue to support malls, shops, and shows

throughout Colorado and adjoining states.  Colorize your

days with beautiful glass, china and pottery.  There’s more

than a rainbow out there for the finding.
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Front Range Glass Show
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7265 Lowell Blvd., 
Westminster, CO 80030

720-630-4203
Hours: Tue. - Sun. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Closed Mondays

TheNestMarketplace.com

Find us on 
FACEBOOK

“Making Old NEW Again”
Limited Space Available for 

Quality Dealers

The Colorful 20s, More Than a Rainbow

2015 Cambridge Rubina & Sunset display T&T

Unique 
Treasures

Antiques & Collectibles

Wheat Ridge

7341 W. 44th Avenue, 
Wheat Ridge, Colorado

1 Block East of Wadsworth on 44th

OPEN Tuesday-Saturday 10 am - 5 pm

303-993-3868
Over 20 Dealers to Shop From *Rental Space Available

Vintage Decor, Furniture, Toys, Linens, Jewelry and More

COLLECTIBLES

COLLECTIBLES TREASURES

TREASURES

Cambridge Azurite

Continued from page 1
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Arvada

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd.,  Suite130, Arvada, CO 80003

2 Miles North of I-70 on Wadsworth, N.E. Corner of 64th and Wadsworth

www.homesteadantiquemall.net

720-484-3644 Open 7 Days a Week, 10am - 6pm

Over 70 dealers
with a wide variety 

of antiques, vin-
tage furnishings,

glassware, jewelry,
collectibles, 

primitives, shabby
chic,  Western, 

Native American, 
home decor &

more.. .

Best  
of  Ar vada

Best  Ant ique
Mall  

in  Ar vada

Upcoming Outdoor Antique Market
September 15th   8am - 3pm

Please come out and enjoy your day with us!



for brooches," comments author Giles. "Metal-
work designs were flowing and vegetal, with
graceful intertwined shapes featuring floral and
abstract motifs." 

The discreet shopper might find an enameled
dragonfly with sapphire body, a diamond-encrust-
ed spider, or a peacock with a body of rubies and
pluses of sapphires and garnets. A sprig of flow-
ers could 'bloom' with a mixture of gold, pearl,
and emerald. A bird of gold and turquoise could
brandish eyes made of diamonds. 

Much of the Art Nouveau influence came
from the work of French glassmaker and jeweler
Rene Lalique. Now the lovely brooch was part of
a movement toward nontraditional images of not
only the dragonfly and spider but the bat and the
serpent as well as clover and wildflowers. 

Louis Tiffany's very own Tiffany and Com-
pany launched a department of "artistic jewelry"
just to keep up with the creative demand. 

Accordingly there were a multitude of
brooch makers from the mighty to the meager. A
brooch decorated with owls and frogs could come
from Italy's renowned Ernesto Pierret, or some-
thing equally unusual from France's Giacinto
Melillo. Eventually the list of those marking elo-
quent brooches became vast and worldwide from
Cartier to Gorham, Marcus and Company, Unger,
Vever, and Wiener. Other memorable maker's
marks included Edward Oaks, Reed and Barton,
Margaret Rogers, Schlumberger, James Muirhead
& Sons, and Watherston & Son of London. 

The J.H. Johnston Company offered what
they called the Roman Gold brooch during the
1890s and charged extra for a diamond center. The
Empire Wreath brooch was also a big item. "The
wreath," noted one firm's advertisement during
that decade, "appealed to seekers after ornamental
beauty long before the time of the Emperor. In
now using it to ornament our smaller silver arti-
cles, we fefel that its grace and simplicity gives
them a lasting charm." 

Art Nouveau in worldly style and in brooch
design was closely followed by the era of Art
Deco. While the Art Deco vogue was largely at-
tributed to the Paris Exposition of 1925, it had ac-
tually been fully developed much earlier in the 20
century. The Art Deco brooch stressed geometric
figures and symmetrical forms and often made
lavish use of brass, chrome and enamel in dazzling
combinations. 

The Paris event itself featured over 400

jewelry firms worldwide and a vast assembly of
beautiful brooches. The Cartier is said to have
dominated the exposition with a display of more
than 150 breath-taking items. 

"The case of the brooch demonstrates the
survival of 19th century historicism in 
the 1920s," notes author Hans Nadelhoffer in the
book, Cartier: Jewelers Extraordinary. "In addi-
tion to Persian, Chinese and Egyptian influences,
the Cartier brooch during the Art Deco period in
the form of fibula (dress clasp), was also to be en-
riched by 7th century Merovingian forms." 

Nadelhoffer pointed out that Cartier's brooch
designs were based in part on the study of designs
in museums. Moreover as early as 1907 it was
fashionable to secure a kimono or kaftan with a
fibula brooch clasp. According to Nadelhoffer
such an item had been featured as one of the wed-
ding presents for the Queen of Spain. 

The brooch in the Art Deco tradition some-
times included molded glass with gilt and silver
overlay set in brass. Amber-colored glass was a
popular setting along with the pale-Colored min-
eral cut of marcasite mounted on silver or white
metal. 

In France both Cartier and Van Cleef &
Arpels further developed in the Art Deco period
of the 1920s and 19305 a double clip design which
could be separated on either side of the neckline,
or joined together as a single brooch. 

Today both Art Nouveau and Art Deco de-
signs in a striking brooch are very popular with
collectors. Typically those brooches signed or
identified by leading maker are considerably more
valuable than unmarked varieties.
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Castle Rock, Colorado
Collectibles

The beautiful brooch

Primitive Blessings
A unique new antique shop, 

over 2000 sq. feet of fun shopping 

including, for the man of the house, 

a Farmer’s Workshop featuring

vintage and rustic treasures, 

farmhouse rarities 

and consignments

Open Thursdays, Fridays 

and Saturdays

10 a.m.- 6 p.m.

303-838-1122
on Hwy 285, just one block South 

of Shaffers Crossing

Pine

Continued from page 9

Etruscan Revival gold and intaglio brooch, Hall-

mark of Ernesto Pierret, Italy. (Skinner Inc.)
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WANTED
WANTED: INDIAN ARTI-

FACTS WANTED. Axes,

Pestles, Mortars, Eccentrics

EEDUC@aol.com  (9-18)

WANTED: OLD GUMBALL

PEANUT AND MATCH MA-

CHINES. Jeff, 303-775-3250

(1-15)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES

WANTED, 303-792-2450.

(5-15)

FOR SALE
MSC. ANTIQUES FOR

SALE: Brass Bed, Book-

shelf, old gas stove (Eureka)

Queen Ann dresser, old oak

cupboard, oak kitchen table,

oak mantel and more. $2000

for all. 303-403-4446 (9-18)

FOR SALE: 25 VINTAGE/

ANTIQUE TOY STOVES.

1930s to 1950s. Little Lady,

Empco. Empire, Junyur

Cook, etc. $750. OBO. Con-

tact bluespruce1@gmail

.com (9-18)

FOR SALE: JAQUZZI HOT

TUB fiberglass and heater

still in box $800.00 or best

with pump. 719-251-7994

(8-18)

FOR SALE: EGG CUP

COLLECTION. English

and American Single and

Double Egg Cups, china,

ceramic, wood, many

themes, all in excellent

condition. About 900 in

total. $900 OBO. 720-324-

9278, Denver. (8-18)

FOR SALE: 1920’s OAK

THEATER CHAIR, $150.00,

Mission Rocker $75.00, Mis-

sion Table $50.00, Art Deco

China Cabinet $700.00.

Wendy, 303-420-9883. (7-18)

DEALERS
DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Florence — “An-
tique Capital of Colorado”
Join us at one of the largest,
fastest-paced stores in
downtown Florence. 10,000
sq. ft. Open Daily. Friendly,
Knowledgeable Staff. Stop
by or call Rena @ 719-429-
3328. Loralie Antique Mall,
109 W. Main - Florence.

DEALER SPACES AVAIL-
ABLE Want to get into  the
Antiques business?  Want
to expand existing business?
Join Downtown Colorado
Springs’ Oldest & Largest
Award Winning Antique Mall.
Premium floor spaces &
cases available.  Friendly &
helpful staff. Open Daily.
Stop by or call, 719-633-
6070.  Antique Gallery, 117
South Wahsatch Ave.

CLUBS
D O   Y O U   L O V E   A N -
TIQUES, Collectibles, Art
and History? Questers is
for you! Contact: OFW
ANTIQUES@gmail.com,
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Always

Buying

Brighton

Complete Antique
Restoration Available

Full Line of
Antiques &
Collectibles

(1/2 Blk. No. of Bridge & Main)
Brighton, CO 80601

303-659-7516

24 North Main  

W A N T E D
WANTED: Older
style gas ranges,
1920s-50s ie Cham-
bers, O’Keeffe and
Merritt, others, no
electrics 303-779-
0073 (01-07)

WANTED: Antique Heating
and Cooking Stoves, or-
nate, 303-779-0073. (01-07)

WANTED: 
TOY AIRPLANES (TMD);
factory display models;
built up plastic models. Call
Walt, 970-204-0499 ( 1-10)

WANTED: PILLIN POT-
TERY, 303-477-3923. (5-10)

WANTED: MODEL AIR-
PLANES, kits, engines, race
cars. 303-422-0408 (12-07)

WANTED: OLD VENDING
MACHINES, gumball, pea-
nut, matches, cigarette and
etc. Call Jeff (303) 775-
3250. (11-09)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES
WANTED, 303-792-2450.
(4-10)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Antique secre-
tary box circa 1850—brass
bound teak—rare-excellent
condition—$2100, set of 2
vaseline glass candle hold-
ers—short, curled base—
$150, small oil lamp circa
1800—green with white flow-
ers—never used—$150,
Royal Copenhagen tea set—
open lace pattern—num-
bered—4 pieces—hard to
find, Many McCoy pieces—

mostly flower pots—vase—
bedside bowl and pitcher set,
lg, Antique Singer sewing
machine with case, Cut
glass, 303-838-3643. Email:
jgf3643@hotmail.com

FOR SALE: A.B. Dick 310
offset press, 111 plate
maker, Michael’s collator,
Schaefer cast iron wax
melter, manuals, misc parts.
$100.00 takes all. 719-647-
8867. Pueblo West. (12-09)

DOULTON’S BOWL/
PITCHER Fontainbleau
Burslem pitcher good condi-
tion O3068K bowl small
crack $1,000 OBO 303-659-
0748. (01/10)

DEALERS
R O C K Y M O U N T A I N
ANTIQUES IN LOVELAND
wants dealers w/toys, clocks,
watches, quality knives &
razors, tools, other neat stuff.
Low rent. 970-669-7440.

DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Serendipity Mercan-
tile, Longmont, Colorado.
large building, room for more
dealers. Great parking! Call
303-776-8511. 

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to or
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

RETAIL FOR LEASE, 1400
block South Broadway, 3
spaces, 1300 to 2500 square
feet, each with storage.
Betsy 303-777-0848, bc
tournier@aol.com (08/09) 

SERVICES
BUY OR SELL ANTIQUE
BUSINESS! Licensed bro-
ker to bring together buyers
and sellers. We package
trade names, inventory,
customer lists, Real Estate
leases and sales, and cre-
ative financing and ex-
changes. 303-913-3355
www.Traylorhomes.com
Business Opportunities

C H I P S A N D P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain
repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
Sari, 303-623-4217 or
email chipsandpieces @
yahoo.com

EXPERT silver and met-
als repairs restoration.
Appraisals for insurance.
720-939-9373, nat_mx6
@hotmail.com (3-07) Lyons

Spree Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 1003
Bailey, CO 80421

WESTERN
COLLECTIONS FOR

SALE
Metal horse statues, Roy
Rogers collection. Other

Western
stars items,

Dixie 
Premiums,
movie cow-

boy and
rodeo post
cards, sad-

dles, horses, etc. on
plates, ladies with horse

calendars, Tom Beecham
convas type prints 

in frames. 
Horses on scarves 

collection, horses on
hankies collection. West-
ern neckties collection.

More items too numerous
to mention. 

Serious inquiries only!

303-432-7223

Dan’s 
Painting,

Remodeling
Wallpaper Removal,

Dry Wall Repair, Water
Damage Repair
Acoustic/Ceiling 

Removal

303-922-0792

Advertise
in the Moun-
tain States
Collector.        

Reach the
t h o u s a n d s
of antique
c o l l e c t o r s
and afficionados that enjoy
this 37 year old newspaper
devoted to the collector and to
the antique buff. 

Call 303-674-1253 for more
information.

Get more
bang for your
buck!

Drop us a line. 
We’d love to hear from you.
Our address is: P.O. Box 1003

Bailey, CO 80421
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At 2150 WEST GARDEN OF THE GODS RD.
v The Ultimate Shopping Experience v

Colorado Springs’  Premier Indoor Market Featuring

New, Vintage & Upcycled Goods!

Furniture, 
Home Decor, Antiques, 

Collectibles, 
Accessories, and 
So Much More

Colorado’sColorado’s
LargestLargest

Selection Selection 
of:of:



By Barry Krause 

Letter openers have been known since the 18th century, but
became a popular tool after envelopes were mass produced starting
in the mid-19th century when postage rates were reduced for letters
mailed inside envelopes. 

Before that time, almost all letters were simply folded to leave
a blank portion where the address was written and postmarks ap-
plied, and the paper's edges sealed with melted wax. The invention
of practical envelopes coincided with the worldwide reduction in
postage fees for mailing letters enclosed in envelopes, increasing
demand for letter openers by business firms, government offices
and private citizens. 

The first successful machine for making envelopes was patent-
ed in 1849 by Jesse Park and Cornelius Watson of New York City.
In 1853, Dr. Russell Hawes of Worcester, Mass. patented an im-
proved version of an envelope folding machine that enabled three
girl employees to make 25,000 finished envelopes in a ten hour
work day, according to "An Early History of the Envelope" by the
u.s. Envelope Company. 

If you only received an occasional letter envelope in the mail,
a letter opener may have been an unnecessary luxury. But, with
postage rates dropping in most countries from the mid to late-19th
century, plus with increasing incomes of the working classes of peo-
ple, the letter openers were useful to almost everyone, and many
people collected more letter openers than they needed. 

"These knife-like collectibles are also handy little desk acces-
sories. Constructed of almost any type of material, early manufac-
turers found them to be wonderful tools for advertising," explains
the 4th edition of "Warman's Flea Market Price Guide." 

The wealthy consumers in the 19th century could afford cus-
tom-made letter openers of ivory or silver, while the less rich made
do with base metal openers, but often with interesting figural han-
dles nevertheless. "In the late 19th century, the letter opener was
popular as an advertising giveaway and many were made of metal
or celluloid," says the latest edition of "Kovels' Antiques & Col-
lectibles Price List." 

While common "dime store" letter openers of a 100 years ago
or so can still be bought today for modest prices, other scarce ex-
amples can bring astonishing prices in the current collectibles mar-
ket. 

A Faberge letter opener of 9 3/4 inch-
es long, with a jade blade and gold handle,
ruby insets, is worth $1,950 today, and an
1897 Sterling silver letter opener issued to
honor the 200th anniversary of the origi-
nal "Sleepy Hollow Bridge" is now valued
at a remarkable $2,450, according to
Kovels. 

Hand-made, one-of-a-kind letter
openers have much charm and come in all
price ranges to suit any collector's budget.
Fold art letter openers of the "Arts and
crafts" movement are especially nice, but
we must separate sentimental appeal from
cash value. 

My dad made a letter opener by hand
from a piece of airplane window glass
when he was a soldier in World War II, as
a gift to my mom who later married him.
This letter opener is a true specimen of
World War II "trench art," of moderate
value to a stranger, but priceless to my
family because it is an irreplaceable per-
sonal keepsake. 

The 20th century's advertising letter openers are for sale in just
about every antique mall that I visit. A nice plastic letter opener with
the "Fuller Brush Man" design is worth $8.00, and a late 1930s "In-
dianapb1is Motor Speedway" themed letter opener, 6 1/4 inches
long, with copper luster over white metal, but with a medallion near
the top with a race car image, is $40, according to current retail
prices in Warman's. 

Bronze and brass were common metals for letter openers com-
mercially manufactured. Resist the temptation to polish them to
make them "shine like new." Serious collectors appreciate the natu-
rally aged patina on untouched old bronze and brassware. 

Some collectors specialize in letter openers from their favorite
tourist site, such as Niagara Falls, Washington, D.C. or National
Parks. Modern versions can still be bought in tourist gift shops, a
cheap way to begin a collection of them at low cost. 

A bronze letter opener from Miami Beach, with an alligator
handle, sold to tourists there in the 1930s, is valued at only $15, and

a brass letter opener from Butte, Montana, 9 1/4 inches long, with
an embossed mining scene, can be had for $30 today, according to
Kovels. 

Letter openers are a collectible field that is neglected by many
collectors. That means there are great buys waiting to be discov-
ered by those who know what to look for. 

"Local" business advertising openers are most expensive in
antique shops in the towns where the businesses were located, and
least expensive in antique shops in faraway states, as a general rule
from my experience in browsing in shops allover the country. 

Some exceptions would be "World's Fair" letter openers which
can bring top dollar wherever they are offered for sale due to the
widespread collecting of World's Fair memorabilia. 

Original Art Nouveau and Art Deco letter openers can be worth
hundreds of dollars each if of fine workmanship in such materials
as celluloid, tortoiseshell, platinum, ivory, silver or gold. Watch out
for modern replicas worth only their precious metal value if any. 
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Evergreen

Collectibles

Letter Openers became popular in 19th Century

This eight-inch letter opener is made of gold-tone base metal, with black enamel to high-

light the decorations on its handle. It has pleasant proportions, comfortable to grip, and

balances perfectly at the point where its handle meets the blade. Recently acquired by the

author as a gift, but with more sentimental value than cash worth, but still useful to open

letters! Shown with a quarter dollar coin to indicate dimensions. 



By Anne Gilbert      

To a generation used to sterile cubby hole office spaces
for them and their computers, the Wooton desks may seem
an oddity. Strangely enough they are finding their way
into many home offices. There is room for that lap top and
spaces for all kinds of office supplies. They were a popu-
lar and useful antique collectible in the late 20th century
and expensive. Even todays reproductions are expensive.    

In late 19th century America new businesses were
opening daily. To meet their needs new types of furniture
made strictly for offices were created. The desk became
the most important piece piece of furniture. It also became
a status symbol for the wealthy.

Of all the office furniture designed during the late 19th
century it was the Wooton patent desk, made by William S.
Wooton of Indianapolis, Indiana, that was the most unique. It
offered a miracle of storage in one compact place. It was ex-
pensive but that didn’t stop it being purchased by millionaires

such as John D.
Rockefeller and
Joseph Pulitizer.
However, it came in
four price grades:
extra superior, supe-
rior, ordinary and
standard.

Originally it was
designed for rail-
way offices and
business that re-
quired varied stor-
age, writing and fil-
ing in a small space.

What made it
unique were its
swing-out, com-
partmented and fit-
ted bombe doors.
Above and below
the fall-fronted
writing surface
were still more
c o m p a r t m e n t e d
storage spaces.

The most ele-
gant Wootons were made of mahogany and rosewood with
incised carving. They often combined oak and burl oak
with ornate brass hardware. The less expensive versions
were of walnut or cherry.

Parts were machine made during the 1870s in the pop-
ular Renaissance Revival style. By the 1880s furniture
fashions changed and the simple, straight lines of East-
lake defined the fashionable Wooton.

Popularity bred copies that included smaller, simpler
versions that were patented. A Chicago company, T.E.Gor-

don & Son, made vertical sylinder desks. The rounded
tops and base opened out, offering pigeonholes, similar to
the Wooton version.

There were even miniature Wootons made for chil-
dren.       

CLUES: By the early 20th century roll top desks had
replaced the Wooton. And like the Wooton they were mass
produced and reproduced. Original 19th century Wootons
still turn up at auctions. Prices range from $25,000 to
$250,000. If you like the concept check auctions and eBay.

The Antique Detective

pricey Wooton desks Old and new Still attract buyers
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Pine Emporium
16714 Pine Valley Rd.
Pine, Colorado 80470
303-838-5150

bobaaac@aol.com

Pine

Antiques, Gifts, Art Gallery, Tom Clark
Gnomes, Jewelry, Furniture, Vintage Fabric,

Clothes, Books, Glassware, Collectibles.

OPEN: Friday, Saturday and Sunday

Unique Antiques, 

Home Furnishings and 

Authentic Historic Collectibles

28186 Highway 74, Suite 4
Evergreen, Colorado 80439

(Next to Beau Jo’s in Downtown Historic Evergreen)

Tues.-Fri. 11 - 5:30, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5

303-679-2784
bainlakeantiques@gmail.com

Evergreen

19TH CENTURY Wooton “Extra Superior” desk. PHOTO CREDIT: EBay



Salvage, Antiques, Vintage, Etc.
7 days a week 10-5, 200 West block of Main St.
Facebook shop 24/7: www.facebook.com/saveinflorence/shop/

Erin and Barna, 719-821-3263
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We take great 
pride in being a

“great little town” 
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

 

       

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstrations 
Weekends in January

115 East Main 719-372-6677
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We take great
pride in being a
“great little town”
where you’re a

stranger only once!

111 Church Ave.

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10-5 Sunday 1-5

www.williesantiques.com

Antique 

Warehouse
Vintage Lighting & Western Accoutrements

110 E. Main Street, 

Florence, CO 81226

719-372-1016

By Anne Gilbert

When the Richard Wright doll collection is auctioned off
at Skinner’s Auction Gallery October 10 in Marlborough,
Massachusetts, some dating to the 18th century many types
will be offered. They range from a large Queen Anne doll in
a mahogany and veneered display case, c. 1720 with an esti-
mate of $50,000/70,000 to a small, papier-mâché, German
doll, c.1840 estimated at $800/1,200.

Of special interest are two "fashion" dolls. Both by Mme
Rohmer, France, c. 1865 and 1870. Also offered is a fashion
doll accessory kit, c. 1870. It has an estimate of $400/600.
Over the last decade they have been rediscovered by collec-
tors. Even recent examples such as the Barbie dolls with their
wardrobes and the Madame Alexander fashion dolls have
become serious collectibles.

From the 15th into the 18th century elegantly dressed
"lady" or "fashion" dolls were popular. They were designed
as adult figures. The first fashion "baby doll" was made
around 1710. Actually they are not a type of doll but a func-
tional use of them. However, any type of doll could be
dressed in the latest adult or children’s fashion and travel to
show off the latest fashions. It was so important to European
nobility that the dolls were passed from court to court even
when the countries were at war.

By the 19th century doll makers used their most expen-
sive models dressed in Paris fashions around the world.
Among them Jumeau, Bru, Roch and others. Heads were of a
variety of materials from bisque to china heads made by the
famous French porcelain firm Sevres.

In the 1930s American made fashion dolls captured
the market with dolls that could perform various func-
tions. Eyes would open and shut: dolls could drink

water and even wet themselves.
CLUES: If an antique fashion doll can be attributed to a

known maker the price goes up. When found these days they
are usually wearing only a string of beads. It was Madame
Alexander who created "grown up" fashion dolls in 1952,
changing the look of American dolls. Her dolls were dressed
in "high fashion" using quality materials. She created "Cissie"
in the 1950s, the first full-figured adult figure fashion doll.

Of course, the most popular fashion doll of all time was
created when Barbie® made her debut as a Mattel Toy in
1959. Also introduced in the 50s(1956) was the Ideal Toy
Corporation’s "Miss Revlon" doll. She was among the first
dolls to have high-heeled feet and the figure of an adult
woman.

Discoveries of early fashion dolls are still being made.
Research the many books on the subject so you know what

they look like and get acquainted with specialized doll auc-
tions such as Theriaults, online and collector auctions held by
Skinner.
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We take great 
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“great little town” 
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

Antique Detective

Variety of Rare Dolls Still Come to Auction

Sedalia

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstration (weaving and
spinning) and Sale — Nov. 27, 28, 29

115 East Main 719-372-6677

Soft Serve Ice Cream, 9 flavors

113 Main Street, Florence, CO 81226

719-784-3834

Sun., Mon. 11-3
Tue. 11-4
Wed., Thurs. 8-4
Fri., Sat. 8-5

Find It All in Florence
Antique Capital of Colorado

Heartland Antiques
and Gifts
We Buy and Sell Antiques
Large Selection of High End
Antiques & Collectibles

122 W. Main St. Florence, CO

719-784-0777 • 303-888-8917
Keith & Elsie Ore
hrtlndranch@msn.com

Rena Pryor

Bell Tower Cultural Center
Event info, call 719-784-2038

or go to Facebook 

B&B Pawn & Antiques H
We Will Buy Almost Anything

727 E. Main Street, Florence, CO 81226

Allen & Sara, Owners

719-784-7070 FAX 719-784-7370

BandBpawnandAntiques@yahoo.com

BandBpawnandAntiques.com

holy Smokes,
Folks…

By Sandy Dale

I can’t believe
September is here
already.  With it
comes a passel of
great things to do.
I’ll start the list with
our own Tour de
Florence, or to be
more correct, a bicy-
cle tour sponsored
by the Florence Pio-
neer Museum called Tour de Coal Camps, Sept.
8.  For more info check the museum website.
Get a good workout, great history lessons, and
lunch in Pioneer park.

Next, Sept. 14 thru 16, come celebrate the
91st Annual Florence Pioneer Days themed “Our

Pioneer Stories.”
Events begin with
the Crowning of
2018 Royalty, Fri-
day evening.   Sat-
urday, starting at 10
a.m., is the Parade
winding its way
through historic
downtown.  Then
lunch in Pioneer
Park with vendors,
music, and games.
Add to this, a

Ghost Walk downtown, open house at the Pio-
neer Museum, a tractor pull at Pathfinder Park,
and a dance at the Elks Lodge to top things off.
On Sunday, more tractor pull in the a.m. and a
concert at the Rialto theatre at 1 p.m.

On Sept. 21, Heartland Classics Antiques and
Spark will present The Death of Doctor Pepper,
a mystery dinner theatre in the Gumaer home
and a tour of this historic bungalow featuring
young storytellers from Florence Middle School.
Info and reservations (required) for dinner the-
atre at 719/784-0777 or 303/520-6201.  

By popular
demand, Junk-
tique Show
and Flea Mar-
ket has been
greatly ex-
panded and
moved to Sept.
28 and 29.
Formerly part
of Pioneer
Days, this fun
event outgrew
its one block of booths on a side street off Main
and will now be set up on a couple of blocks
right down the middle of Main Street.  Vendors
offer antiques, collectibles, rusty old stuff, hand-
made items, and treasures you didn’t know you
needed till you saw ‘em.  And yes, there are a
few spaces left.  For info, go to  www.junk-
tiqueshowandmarket.com.

Find all this fun in Florence!  



Our August What Is It fooled a lot of people. So many thought it was a glass
caster which was put under a furniture leg to protect the floor. It is actually a salt
dish.

Time was when the salt cellar or salt dish honored the table on which it sat,
and also honored the person who sat before it. 

Centuries ago salt was considered a very valued item. It was costly, but con-
sidered a choice seasoning for meals. Typically the salt sat in a single dish at the

head of the table. The honor of sitting at the head
of the table above the salt was then given to the
most distinguished person or persons at the dining
table. 

Much later Victorians would provide individual
salt cellars in the quest for elegant dining. Some the
finest examples may be made of silver, but most
were fashioned from a variety of glass. Today some
salt cellars are prized by collectors and can even be
found offered at major auction houses. 
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august’s What Is It?

Send your answers to the What Is It con-
test, postmarked by August 20, to the Moun-

tain States Collector, P.O. Box 1003,  Bailey,
CO 80421. Three winners will be drawn. Win-
ners  will receive a year’s subscription to the

Mountain States Collector.

September’s 
What Is It?

Contest

Open 7 days a week 
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

3816 W. Eisenhower Blvd.
Loveland / 970-669-7440

WWW.Rockymountain
antiques.net

Loveland

Sterling, Colorado

OLD WAREHOUSEOLD WAREHOUSE
ANTIQUESANTIQUES
Sterling, Colorado

heirloom  & Investment Quality antiques
Specializing in Oak & Walnut Furniture,
Clocks, Lighting, Fine Glass, primitives

326 North Front Street
(1/2 block N. Under Chestnut Street Overpass)

Open monday through Friday 10:00 to 5:30 

Saturday 10 to 5:30 by chance or appointment

970-522-3145970-522-3145

Keenesburg — 
Antique Capitol of weld County

www.mountainstatescollector.com Mountain States Collector—JANUARY 2010 9

By Anne Gilbert

Q. I remember my grandmother keeping jewelry in
this box when I was a child. It has a raised leaf design sur-
round a circular portrait of a woman. On the bottom is a an
oval shaped design with a B & W in the center. It is some
kind of metal, possibly brass or copper. What can you tell
me about it?

K.C. -Shawnee, KS
A. From your photo you appear to have a Victorian,

cast metal glove box with a celluloid cameo. They were
popular from the 1890s to around 1910. Similar examples
can sell in shops for several hundred dollars.

Q. My mother-in law gave me a Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs rug she got in the 1930s. It was made in
Italy. Any idea of value ?
H.P.-

A. Prices vary, but it could sell for over $200.
Q. What can you tell me about the Czechoslovakian

tea set with Spanish marks? On the bottom it says "Fabri-
cada en Alp Choslovagia."

M.
A. Czechoslovakian tea sets and other pieces made of

porcelain and semi-porcelain were exported to many coun-
tries, including Spain, which explains the markings on
your tea set.

Q. I bought this colorful Oriental plate in a Florida
thrift shop. It is 18 inches in diameter and has no marks. I
paid $25. How old is it ? Where was it made ? Did I pay
too much ?

H.C. - Pompano Beach, FL
A. You have a collector’s eye and have discovered a

mid-19th century Japanese Imari charger. Made in the
Japanese town of Arita beginning in the 17th Century, it
was named for the port of Imari-the place from where it
was shipped. The designs of textiles, chrysanthemums and
landscapes were enclosed in panels. It became so popular
that by the 18th century the Chinese copied it. So did Eng-

lish potters such as Derby, Bow, Worcester and Chelsea.
Yours could fetch $900 or more at auction.

Q. I found this painted spice bin in an antiques shop
years ago. The dealer told me it was called "tole" I have
since used it as a decorative object in my kitchen. Now I
would like to know about its history and value.

M.B.T. - Las Vegas, NV
A. Your 19th century spice bin is known as "tole" —

basically it is painted tin-ware. Regardless of how it was
finished it can be called "painted tin," "tole" or
"Japanned." In Colonial America, painted tin was import-
ed from England. By 1750, American peddlers were trav-
eling from town to town selling it. From 1790 to 1870 it
was advertised as "Japanned-ware." In good condition
yours could sell for more than $800 at auction.

Antique Detective

Antique Detective Q & A

Keenesburg

http://www.a-step-back.com

AA Step Back Step Back 
In TIn Timeime

Loveland

Open 10-5 all winter.

Come See Us in 2010.A Step Back A Step Back 

in Timein Time
Antiques and 

Collectibles

30 So. Main Street

Keenesburg, CO

303-732-9257

Offering a wide range of

antiques from the mid

1800s to the 1950s

Open Monday-Saturday

10:00 to 5:00

Lafayette

VISIT:
409 So.Public Rd.
Lafayette, CO 

CONTACT:
303-926-4060
nobletreasures@
hotmail.com

HOURS:
Mon.-Sat., 
10am-6pm
Sun. 12 pm-5pm

80026
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I-25/104th

Go to an

antique

show or

shop.

You’ll be

glad you

did!
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The Brass Armadillo is a professionally
operated business that takes antiques and
collectibles seriously. We work to have quality
items at good prices.
The mall is open from 9am to 9pm. every

day, except Christmas. We host seminars,
workshops and training events.
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Colorado
11301 W. I-70 Frontage Rd. 303-403-1677

Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 877-403-1677

Open 7 Days a Week

9 am - 9 pm


