
now’s the time to buy 
Antique & Repro Furniture

By Anne Gilbert

I never thought I’d suggest buying reproductions
of antique furniture.       

There was a time when buying reproduction 18th
and 19th century furniture was considered a bad idea.
However during the last decades times and tastes have
changed. These days with fiberboard furniture selling
for as much as 18th and 19th century wood pieces calls
for rethinking. Antique pieces have lasted for cen-
turies. How long do you think the costly fiberboard
pieces will last?

Ever watch the TV show “Flea Market Flips?” The
current generation furnishing apartments and houses
pays hundreds of dollars for rusty file drawers and
damaged cabinets and chests, refurbished and turned
into useable furnishings. A clever idea but what is the
lasting value? Or does it matter?

These days a couple of hundred dollars could buy
an authentic antique chest or quality reproduction.
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By Robert Reed

Ever since baseball began there has been bit by bit col-
lecting of it, and as the great American pastime has grown so
have the bits and the numbers of collectors. 

Fans seek out everything from key chains to bleacher
seats, from buttons to Wheaties cereal boxes, from ticket
stubs to Jim Bouton's book, Ball Four. 

In 1988, for the first time in history, the glitzy New York
City auction house Christie's conducted a gallery sale devot-
ed entirely to sports memorabilia. Among other things, a 1969
New York Mets championship ring brought over $8,000. 

For the first hundred years or so of baseball's existence
collecting memorabilia was a relatively modest affair. In 1979
a national magazine noted that former St. Louis Browns play-
er Roy Sievers had been offered $5,000 for his 1950s uni-
form. He declined, saying he still sometimes wore it to old-
timers games. 

In 1990, Mickey Mantle’s playing jacket from the 1950s
sold for several thousand dollars. A letter of authenticity with
it noted the Mick had worn it during spring training with the
New York Yankees in 1954. It was eventually given to his
high school coach and later sold as part of his estate. 

Things directly from the game, like uniforms, caps, and
jackets are especially treasured in the field. "Hundreds of
thousands of different baseball collectibles have been issued
during the past century," says Dr. James Beckett author of
The Sport Americana Price Guide to Baseball Collectibles.
"Such increasing interest in such memorabilia is naturally re-
flected in the values of these items. As more collectors com-
pete for available supplies, prices rise." 

Balls, bats, gloves, spikes, and even uniform patches
qualify. In recent years Guernsey's sporting auction in New
York has sold George Selkirk's ca. 1936 New York Yankees
cap for $1,500, and a 1988 Keith Hernandez Mets home jer-
sey, with a letter of authenticity, for $500. 

Leland's, another leading sports memorabilia mail auc-
tion, sold a wood-slatted stadium seat from Commiskey Park
(Chicago). The seat dated to 1910 and was removed in the
late 1940s and sent to the minor league Waterloo Diamonds.
The seat sold with a letter from an official of the Waterloo
baseball club. 

It is always a good idea to have proof regarding 'from
the game' baseball memorabilia. In Collector's Guide to Base-
ball Memorabilia author Don Raycraft relates a deal he made
as a youngster in the early 1950s. He traded 385 Topps base-
ball cards from the 1953 season for a ball fouled off by Jim
Rivera. 

"When he came home from work that night," admits
Raycraft, "my father pointed out to me that American League
teams did not normally buy their baseballs at Montgomery
Ward." 

Much baseball memorabilia is simply down on paper. 
The Christie's auction of 1988 saw a handwritten letter

by famed shortstop Honus Wagner. Today, instead of his play-

ing, he is much more famous for one of his baseball cards
which brought $500,000. 

Wagner's letter to one of his fans described a difficult
play: 

"Batter hits a low line hit to my right. I dove for the ball
and caught it with my bare hand about three inches from the
ground. My jump took me head first into the ground and I
came up with the ball and made a double play." 

The letter brought over $1,000. At a similar auction a
Hall of Fame postcard signed by Cy Young with his image
on the from brought $750. 

These Hall of Fame postcards with photographs of an
individual player's plaque with yellow background have been
available since 1964. They were issued by the National Base-
ball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York. Earlier cards
by Albertype and Artvue Company were issued in black and
white. 

Also on paper are stock certificates, one from the 1940s
St. Louis Browns went for $350; signed checks, one from
Walter Johnson on a Germantown bank in Maryland dated
1942 brought $800 at a Leland sale; programs, tickets, mag-
azines with baseball-related covers' and guide books issued
as premiums by liquor companies. 

During much of the 20th century a great deal of memo-
rabilia connected to the game was sold right over the counter. 

An attractive box from the 1930s that once packaged
Babe Ruth's All-American Athletic Underwear complete with
the great star's image on front would bring several hundred
dollars today. Then there is a Joe Dimaggio advertising wall
calendar from the 1950s, or the great Gillette Razor Compa-
ny merchandise and premiums from the 1930s through the
1960s – including World Series specialty items. 

During the 1950s and early 1960s the Hartland Plastic
Company of Hartland, Wisconsin, issued 18 different statues
of major league baseball stars. From 1958 to 1963 they sold
at dime stores for $2 to $3 each. Now they are quite col-
lectible. 

Different baseball fans usually collect different things.
But the field's most accomplished collector has a bit of every-
thing these days. Barry Halper, a New Jersey businessman,
at one time had 900 player uniforms, 3,000 autographed base-
balls, every all-star game program, world series programs
going back nearly 80 years, and even the autograph of the
person many say invented the game itself at Cooperstown in
1839, Abner Doubleday. 

Most collectors of such things have far less of it but
enjoy what they have tremendously. 

"In collecting baseball memorabilia," notes Stew Sa-
lowitz in his collector's guide co-authored with Raycraft,
"people are surrounding themselves with history – with at
bats, hits, runs, errors, diving catches, chewing tobacco, bub-
ble gum and the illustrious characters who played the game
for our enjoyment."
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Baseball Feature

Souvenirs of Baseball 

Table top punchboard, ca. 1938, featuring baseball greats
from Alexander to Ruth, 15x13 display. (Leland’s Auction
photo)

Reach advertising sign, tin in full color, 14x18. Official
baseball patented 1909, lithographed art. (Leland’s Auc-
tion photo)

Mickey Mantle jersey, 1967 MacGregor, road uniform.
(Leland’s auction photo)

Wheaties cereal box back, Buck Jordan, 1937. (Hake’s
Americana, York, Pa.)

Antique Market
Now presenting its  extensive collection

at three great  locations:
Colorado Antique Gallery,  5501 So.  Broadway in Littleton

The Barn in Castle Rock and
The Antique Exchange at  1500 So.  Broadway in Denver

Great Sale at all
three locations.

Present this ad and take an additional

20% off any piece of furniture except

those marked sale or firm. This offer is

valid thru April 2007 and may not be
combined 

3 Floors with an eclectic mix of affordable 
gardentiques, peely painted furniture, primitives,

architectural salvage, mid-century modern, 
vintage collectibles and more…

Antiques Central
Mon-Sat 10-4

2311 Reed Ave., Cheyenne, WY
307-638-6181

East access off of I-25

Great place for dealers to restock 
for the summer country 

antiques’ shows!

Cheyenne, 
Wyoming

Welcome to Primitive

Blessings in Pine
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Continued on page 10

Furniture Made
Just For

Collections
By Anne Gilbert

Whether your collection is large or small, over

the centuries furniture was made just to display it. It

began in ancient Rome with royalty and the wealthy

who used table tops to show off small treasures.

However, it was more common for them to use an

entire room devoted to their collections. Wealthy

Greeks built rooms to house their treasured books

that were then placed in small cupboards. Not too

different than today when rooms of corporate offices

often display collection related to their businesses or

just because the CEO collects them. During the Mid-

dle Ages open-shelved cupboards were designed to

hold family silver. Before this time such valued ob-

jects were hidden away for their own security.

Collections became status symbols during the

Italian Renaissance that lasted from the middle of the

fourteenth century till the end of the sixteenth. For

the first time special types of furniture were designed

to show them off. Among them, the credenza that

later evolved into the sideboard. Sometimes it used

the base topped with an open cupboard to show off

more collections.

Sixteenth century Spaniards used a drop front

writing desk, the “Vargueno” that sat on either a tres-

tle type base or cupboard base. The box itself was

heavily gilded or polychromed.

King Louis IV owned the first display showcase

for his diverse collections of everything from porce-

lains to silver. The showcases usually rested on

stands. The most elegant bases were in the form of

gilded figures. By mid 17th century Oriental designs

and lacquered pieces were imported from the Far

East.

In England Thomas Chippendale designed mas-

sive, library breakfront bookcases in the Gothic style.

With varying designs it has been used to display fa-

vorite things since the mid-18th century.

Victorian collectors in England and America col-

lected on a more humble scale, though their collec-

tions often covered every visible space.  By the mid-

19th century a curio cabinet was apt to be a tower-

ing, heavily carved “Etagere,” combining upper and

base mirrors with shelving. Rosewood was the fa-

vored wood during the Rococo revival period. Small-

er hanging “what-not” shelves were also popular.

The “vitrine” originally a French, small cabinet

on legs, with three sides of glass was revived during

the Art Nouveau period, with exaggerated, curving

lines.

CLUES: The painted, French vitrine, Victorian

etageres and court cupboards are still being repro-

duced. Those made in the early part of the 20th cen-

tury have some age on them by now and can confuse

beginning collectors. More recent reproductions are

showing up from Far East countries.

Always check the construction and don’t forget

to “sniff” the wood. New wood has a fresh smell.

Antique Louis XV style vitrine. Photo Credit: 1stdibs

Reproduction Centennial chest on chest.

Photo Credit: HarpGallery.com      
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These items sold at record
prices in our recent auctions
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Saturday, Sept. 15 and
Sunday, Sept. 16

Exhibition, Friday, Sept. 14

Allenspark, Colorado
Vintage cars, tractors, 6 windmills, old 

water tank from the Stanley Hotel, old farm 
engines, 1950s snow cats, petroliana and 

antique furniture — over 5000 pieces in  all —
on site of this truly unique & exciting auction.

Autumn Antique Estate Auction

More pictures, go to bruhnsauction.com
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8964 E. Hampden Ave., Denver

(303) 721-7992

Explore over130 Shoppes 
Under One Roof!

Like us on Facebook

Hours:
Monday  -  Thursday:  10.00 - 6.00, Friday  -

Saturday:  10.00 - 7.00, Sunday:  12.00 - 5.00 



AUG. 3 & 4: THE 34TH ROCKY MOUNTAIN BOOK & PAPER FAIR, Denver
Mart, 451 East 58th Avenue - just East of I-25, Friday 2-8, Saturday 10 - 5. Exhibitors
from across the nation present their finest Antiquarian & Rare Books, First Editions,
Signed Books, Maps, Western Americana, Posters, Art Prints, Brochures, Postcards,
Americana, Illustrated Books, Explorations, Children’s Books and more! RMBPF.ORG
$7 admission, good both days.

AUG. 4: A PARIS STREET MARKET, an open-air, vintage, antique and artisan mar-
ket, 7301 S. Santa Fe Dr., Littleton, CO 80120, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. rain or shine. Future
dates: Sept. 1, Oct. 6.

AUG. 8: HISTORY OF SCRAP BOOKS Discussion led by Cheryl Miller at 2:00 p.m.
at Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More info, or if you would be
interested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at
303-403-1677.

AUG. 11: SOUTH BROADWAY BLOCK PARTY, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Local Merchants
present this FREE event. 1200-1800 South Broadway, Denver, Colorado, Bring the whole
family! Shopping, Face Painter, Music. For more info, go to www.antique-row.com

AUG. 16: THIRD THURSDAYS EVENING EVENT First Day of Summer, FOUND

ANTIQUE & ARTISAN MALL. Enjoy some refreshments on us. Special Sales by Var-
ious Dealers, 6-9 p.m. This is a special shopping night featuring many discounts. Locat-
ed at 4501 Wadsworth Blvd., Wheat Ridge, 303-463-7796.

AUG. 22: LUNCH BOXES Discussion led by Doc Endres at 2:00 p.m. at Brass Ar-
madillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More info, or if you would be interested
in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

AUG. 24: HOTEL de PARIS WINE TOUR, Guests will explore the site in a quiet set-
ting with a knowledgeable guide to see where culinary history was made. 409 6th St.,
Georgetown, CO 80444. Reservations in advance required, 303-569-2311. Future Wine
tour and Sept. 28.

Upcoming Events 
SEPT. 9: THE LAST EMPEROR Discussion led by C. Yves at 2:00 p.m. at Brass Ar-
madillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More info, or if you would be interested
in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

SEPT. 17-22: RDF SALE at LA CACHE, sale items located at our annex at 404 Down-
ing Street in Denver, Monday through Saturday, Rake up some autumn savings with our
50% off RDF prices, Call 303-871-9605 for more information.

SEPT. 19: SEED PACKET ART Discussion led by Suzanne Wingfield at 2:00 p.m. at Brass
Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More info, or if you would be interested in
doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

SEPT. 21 & 22: 9TH ANNUAL TRI STATE DOLL SALE, Fri., 12 to 6, Sat. 10-4, at
the Jefferson County Fairgrounds, 15200 West 6th Avenue, Golden. The sale will feature
antique and modern dolls, doll accessories, high-end collectibles, miniatures, bears and
much more. Appraisals and doll stringing available. Contact Lorella at 303-988-8591 for
more information.

OCT. 6: TIMBER DAN FALL ANTIQUE AND COLLECTIBLE TOY SHOW

AND SALE, Loveland, Colorado, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Larimer County Fairgrounds
(“The Ranch”), First National Bank Exhibition Bldg., North Hall. Take I-25 Exit 259
east to Fairgrounds Ave., then north 1/2 mile. More than 180 tables with thousands of
antique and collectible toys on display and for sale. Admission $4. Sponsored by the
Loveland Lions Club. For more info, contact Doug Larson, 970-214-1035 or email
douglas@comcast.net or visit website at http://www. lovelandlionsclubs.org/sites/Toy
Show. htm.

OCT. 19-21: WORLD WIDE ANTIQUE and VINTAGE SHOW, Denver Mart - Expo
Building - I-25 & 58th Ave., Fri.-Sat.. 10am-6pm, Sunday 11-4pm. Get tickets at Find
YourAntique.com. 

NOV. 2-11: CORKSCREW AUCTION, this is a twice yearly on-line auction by vol-
unteer collectors worldwide, Over 800 plus quantity of corkscrews with total sales of
over 10,000. Also, this is an excellent method for obtaining a value estimate of most
corkscrews in a personal collection New buyers and sellers may register at time to par-
ticipate in the upcoming November auction. Between auction sales, there is always a
good range of lower cost corkscrews available for immediate purchase in the BUY NOW
section of www.CollectorCorkscrews.com.

NOV. 17 & 18: ANTIQUES AT WINGS, at the Wings Over the Rockies Air & Space
Museum, Sat. 10-6, Sunday, 10-5, Free Parking, 7711 E. Academy Blvd., Denver. A fix-
ture on the Denver scene since 2003, returning with traditional Antiques, Art, Furniture,
Jewelry & Collectibles. Also includes two additional shows Books at Wings and Vintage
at the Hangar. More info, go to www.AntiquesAtWings.com.

Auctions
SEPT. 15 & 16: FALL ANTIQUE ESTATE AUCTION, Allenspark, Colorado.
Exhibition Friday Sept. 14. Vintage cars, tractors,  6 windmills, old water tank from the
Stanley Hotel, old farm engines,1950s snow cats, petroliana and antique furniture —
over 5000 pieces to choose from — all on site of this truly unique and exciting auction.
Call 303-744-6505 or email Tom at Bruhnsauction@aol.com.

Show Calendar

August Events
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Exhibitors from across the nation present their finest Antiquarian & Rare Books, First Editions, Signed Books, Maps, Western Americana,

Posters, Art Prints, Brochures, Postcards, Americana, Illustrated Books, Explorations, Children’s Books and more!

451 East 58th Avenue — just East of I-25

About the 9th
Annual Tri
State Doll
Sale 2018

Doll collectors and en-
thusiasts who are dedicated
to the history and preserva-
tion of antique and col-
lectible dolls will enjoy this
Doll Sale.  A very success-
ful annual doll show for over
8 years.

Lorella Farmer, Show
Coordinator, is a member of
the National United Federa-
tion of Doll Clubs, Inc. She
thanks everyone for their at-
tendance in prior years and
looks forward to seeing fa-
miliar as well as new faces
this year. 

Vendors at the show,
(see ad to the left) will
have diverse and exciting
merchandise including an-
tique bisque, china, and
cloth dolls, modern dolls,
collectible dolls, doll and
doll house accessories,
doll clothing, books, and
miscellaneous doll and toy
related items. 

The show will appeal to
everyone, from the most de-
voted collectors to new col-
lectors with a developing in-
terest in dolls. For more in-
formation, call Lorella at
303-988-8591.
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Wheat Ridge

FOund is proud to present

third thursdays. Please

join us on every third thurs-

day of every month in the

evening from 6pm til 9pm

for a special shopping night

featuring discounts and

dealer and artisan specials.
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happy summertime!

Great selection of 

outside garden goodies 

set design, Photo
shoot Props and

Wedding decoration
Rental Available!
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So. Broadway, Denver

ANTIQUE ROW
Where the Past Comes to Life

The Antique Row area of South Broadway is rich in history and
has retained its fascinating historic character while remaining a vital
commercial, artistic, cultural and residential neighborhood.

D oll s  and  t o y s  ar e  ou r  pa s s i on  a t  

Turn  o f  t h e  C en tu ry  Ant i que s  

Subscribe to the Collector
1 year (12 issues) $18.00

2 years (24 issues) $32.00

3 years (36 issues) $45.00

Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Return to: Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Box 1003, Bailey, CO  80421-1003

Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.
Outside North America $70.00 per year. 

No refunds.

Make check payable to Spree Enterprises 
or to The Mountain States Collector.
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By Rachel Hoffman

One of my favorite events of
the summer is the annual Antique
Row Block Party. This year the
event is slated for Saturday, Au-
gust 11th from 10AM-5PM. It is
a chance to get out and explore
some of Denver’s unique shop-
ping and dining opportunities. It
really is a wonderful family event for summer. 

My mothership is Turn of the Century Antiques
which is located on 1475 South Broadway. We have
been in our current location for 28 years, and one of
the things I love most about our shop is that it looks
like a giant pink cupcake from the street. Have you
been inside? There are many stores like mine who have
been faithful local merchants on Antique Row for more
than 30 years, but with that, Antique Row has been ex-

panding. Within the last year,
we have welcomed several
new shops including book-
stores, a fantastic flower
shop, new restaurants, and a
hip clothing store. These
local businesses are on the
1200-1800 (ish) blocks of
South Broadway. One of the
most important ways you can
serve your community is sup-
porting local businesses and
artisans. 

The only place for a vin-
tage and antique lover to be
next month is the 9th Annual
Antique Row Summer Block
Party. The whole stretch of
Antique Row will be alive
with energy, sales, and enter-
tainment. Named the top
place for antiquing, Denver’s Antique Row is a cultur-
al destination that serves everyone’s interests. From
shopping opportunities in every niche of collecting to
the hip (and delicious) restaurant and bar scene,
Antique Row is a hidden gem in Colorado. The block
parties have evolved over the years, and the 2018 block
party is gearing up to be an event you do not want to
miss. Activities will include a live rockabilly band,

face painting and balloon twisting for the kids, vintage
cars, restaurant with food and drink specials, cute girls
serving free hot dogs, and open houses of all the an-
tique and vintage shops.

To stay up to date on the event, RSVP under the
‘events’ section of Denver’s Antique Row’s Facebook
page and visit www.antique-row.com for additional up-
coming events.

www.mountainstatescollector.com Mountain States Collector—AUGUST 2018 9

denver’s Antique Row summer block Party 

Rachel Hoffman

Denver

The Appraiser’s Diary
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Lakewood

Jenny’s Junk Emporium
High-end Collectibles 

(despite what the name may imply). 
Steam engines, locomotives, trains, crystal, china, jewelry,

vintage and small unique collectible finds.

Consignments and Layaways

Jenny & Bill Andrus
6625 W. Mississippi Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80226

Hours:
Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

303-570-1590

Unique 
Treasures

Antiques & Collectibles
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Wheat Ridge

7341 W. 44th Avenue, 
Wheat Ridge, Colorado

1 Block East of Wadsworth on 44th

OPEN Tuesday-Saturday 10 am - 5 pm

303-993-3868
Over 20 Dealers to Shop From *Rental Space Available

Vintage Decor, Furniture, Toys, Linens, Jewelry and More

COLLECTIBLES

COLLECTIBLES TREASURES

TREASURES

Furniture

I may sound like a snob but whatever
happened to good taste? To think I used to
complain about fakes and reproductions,
now I am taking on buying “do-over
pieces.”

Be wary of candle stands made from
pole screens or butterfly tables that were
once plain tavern tables. Other problem
pieces are piecrust table tops made from
English tables and put on American tri-pod
bases.

CLUES:  Why buy somebody’s mis-
takes that have been badly stripped and re-
finished or settees cut down from large
sofas? Furniture with painted or stenciled

decorations and pieces with fancy inlays
should be carefully studied. These days au-
thentic 19th century Hitchcock side chairs
with original painted and stenciled designs
are selling for under $100 at auction if they
sell at all.

Wonderful chests made of mahogany
and pine are being passed up at auctions.
This is a golden age for buying quality an-
tique furniture and reproductions. Beauti-
fully grained wood and handmade brass
hardware can’t be duplicated. If you are
just furnishing an apartment or house
spend some time at some of the antique
shops. Talk to the dealers. Do some re-
search.

Continued from page 1
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By Robert Reed

Ever since baseball began there has been bit by bit col-
lecting of it, and as the great American pastime has grown so
have the bits and the numbers of collectors. 

Fans seek out everything from key chains to bleacher
seats, from buttons to Wheaties cereal boxes, from ticket stubs
to Jim Bouton's book, Ball Four. 

In 1988, for the first time in history, the glitzy New York
City auction house Christie's conducted a gallery sale devot-
ed entirely to sports memorabilia. Among other things, a 1969
New York Mets championship ring brought over $8,000. 

For the first hundred years or so of baseball's existence
collecting memorabilia was a relatively modest affair. In 1979
a national magazine noted that former St. Louis Browns play-
er Roy Sievers had been offered $5,000 for his 1950s uni-
form. He declined, saying he still sometimes wore it to old-
timers games. 

In 1990, Mickey Mantle’s playing jacket from the 1950s
sold for several thousand dollars. A letter of authenticity with
it noted the Mick had worn it during spring training with the
New York Yankees in 1954. It was eventually given to his
high school coach and later sold as part of his estate. 

Things directly from the game, like uniforms, caps, and
jackets are especially treasured in the field. "Hundreds of thou-
sands of different baseball collectibles have been issued dur-
ing the past century," says Dr. James Beckett author of The
Sport Americana Price Guide to Baseball Collectibles. "Such
increasing interest in such memorabilia is naturally reflected
in the values of these items. As more collectors compete for
available supplies, prices rise." 

Balls, bats, gloves, spikes, and even uniform patches
qualify. In recent years Guernsey's sporting auction in New
York has sold George Selkirk's ca. 1936 New York Yankees
cap for $1,500, and a 1988 Keith Hernandez Mets home jer-
sey, with a letter of authenticity, for $500. 

Leland's, another leading sports memorabilia mail auc-
tion, sold a wood-slatted stadium seat from Commiskey Park
(Chicago). The seat dated to 1910 and was removed in the
late 1940s and sent to the minor league Waterloo Diamonds.

The seat sold with a letter from an official of the Waterloo
baseball club. 

It is always a good idea to have proof regarding 'from the
game' baseball memorabilia. In Collector's Guide to Baseball
Memorabilia author Don Raycraft relates a deal he made as a
youngster in the early 1950s. He traded 385 Topps baseball
cards from the 1953 season for a ball fouled off by Jim Rivera. 

"When he came home from work that night," admits Ray-
craft, "my father pointed out to me that American League
teams did not normally buy their baseballs at Montgomery
Ward." 

Much baseball memorabilia is simply down on paper. 
The Christie's auction of

1988 saw a handwritten letter
by famed shortstop Honus
Wagner. Today, instead of his
playing, he is much more fa-
mous for one of his baseball
cards which brought $500,000. 

Wagner's letter to one of his
fans described a difficult play: 

"Batter hits a low line hit to
my right. I dove for the ball and
caught it with my bare hand
about three inches from the
ground. My jump took me
head first into the ground and I
came up with the ball and made
a double play." 

The letter brought over
$1,000. At a similar auction a
Hall of Fame postcard signed
by Cy Young with his image on
the from brought $750. 

These Hall of Fame post-
cards with photographs of an
individual player's plaque with
yellow background have been
available since 1964. They
were issued by the National
Baseball Hall of Fame in
Cooperstown, New York. Ear-
lier cards by Albertype and
Artvue Company were issued
in black and white. 

Also on paper are stock cer-
tificates, one from the 1940s St.
Louis Browns went for $350;
signed checks, one from Wal-
ter Johnson on a Germantown
bank in Maryland dated 1942
brought $800 at a Leland sale;
programs, tickets, magazines
with baseball-related covers'
and guide books issued as pre-
miums by liquor companies. 

During much of the 20th
century a great deal of memo-
rabilia connected to the game
was sold right over the counter. 

An attractive box from the 1930s that once packaged
Babe Ruth's All-American Athletic Underwear complete with
the great star's image on front would bring several hundred
dollars today. Then there is a Joe Dimaggio advertising wall
calendar from the 1950s, or the great Gillette Razor Compa-
ny merchandise and premiums from the 1930s through the
1960s – including World Series specialty items. 

During the 1950s and early 1960s the Hartland Plastic
Company of Hartland, Wisconsin, issued 18 different statues
of major league baseball stars. From 1958 to 1963 they sold
at dime stores for $2 to $3 each. Now they are quite collectible. 

Different baseball fans usually collect different things.
But the field's most accomplished collector has a bit of every-
thing these days. Barry Halper, a New Jersey businessman, at
one time had 900 player uniforms, 3,000 autographed base-
balls, every all-star game program, world series programs
going back nearly 80 years, and even the autograph of the per-
son many say invented the game itself at Cooperstown in
1839, Abner Doubleday. 

Most collectors of such things have far less of it but enjoy
what they have tremendously. 

"In collecting baseball memorabilia," notes Stew Sa-
lowitz in his collector's guide co-authored with Raycraft, "peo-
ple are surrounding themselves with history – with at bats,
hits, runs, errors, diving catches, chewing tobacco, bubble
gum and the illustrious characters who played the game for
our enjoyment."
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By Robert Reed

Ever since baseball began there has been bit by bit col-
lecting of it, and as the great American pastime has grown so
have the bits and the numbers of collectors. 

Fans seek out everything from key chains to bleacher
seats, from buttons to Wheaties cereal boxes, from ticket
stubs to Jim Bouton's book, Ball Four. 

In 1988, for the first time in history, the glitzy New York
City auction house Christie's conducted a gallery sale devot-
ed entirely to sports memorabilia. Among other things, a 1969
New York Mets championship ring brought over $8,000. 

For the first hundred years or so of baseball's existence
collecting memorabilia was a relatively modest affair. In 1979
a national magazine noted that former St. Louis Browns play-
er Roy Sievers had been offered $5,000 for his 1950s uni-
form. He declined, saying he still sometimes wore it to old-
timers games. 

In 1990, Mickey Mantle’s playing jacket from the 1950s
sold for several thousand dollars. A letter of authenticity with
it noted the Mick had worn it during spring training with the
New York Yankees in 1954. It was eventually given to his
high school coach and later sold as part of his estate. 

Things directly from the game, like uniforms, caps, and
jackets are especially treasured in the field. "Hundreds of
thousands of different baseball collectibles have been issued
during the past century," says Dr. James Beckett author of
The Sport Americana Price Guide to Baseball Collectibles.
"Such increasing interest in such memorabilia is naturally re-
flected in the values of these items. As more collectors com-
pete for available supplies, prices rise." 

Balls, bats, gloves, spikes, and even uniform patches
qualify. In recent years Guernsey's sporting auction in New
York has sold George Selkirk's ca. 1936 New York Yankees
cap for $1,500, and a 1988 Keith Hernandez Mets home jer-
sey, with a letter of authenticity, for $500. 

Leland's, another leading sports memorabilia mail auc-
tion, sold a wood-slatted stadium seat from Commiskey Park
(Chicago). The seat dated to 1910 and was removed in the
late 1940s and sent to the minor league Waterloo Diamonds.
The seat sold with a letter from an official of the Waterloo
baseball club. 

It is always a good idea to have proof regarding 'from
the game' baseball memorabilia. In Collector's Guide to Base-
ball Memorabilia author Don Raycraft relates a deal he made
as a youngster in the early 1950s. He traded 385 Topps base-
ball cards from the 1953 season for a ball fouled off by Jim
Rivera. 

"When he came home from work that night," admits
Raycraft, "my father pointed out to me that American League
teams did not normally buy their baseballs at Montgomery
Ward." 

Much baseball memorabilia is simply down on paper. 
The Christie's auction of 1988 saw a handwritten letter

by famed shortstop Honus Wagner. Today, instead of his play-

ing, he is much more famous for one of his baseball cards
which brought $500,000. 

Wagner's letter to one of his fans described a difficult
play: 

"Batter hits a low line hit to my right. I dove for the ball
and caught it with my bare hand about three inches from the
ground. My jump took me head first into the ground and I
came up with the ball and made a double play." 

The letter brought over $1,000. At a similar auction a
Hall of Fame postcard signed by Cy Young with his image
on the from brought $750. 

These Hall of Fame postcards with photographs of an
individual player's plaque with yellow background have been
available since 1964. They were issued by the National Base-
ball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York. Earlier cards
by Albertype and Artvue Company were issued in black and
white. 

Also on paper are stock certificates, one from the 1940s
St. Louis Browns went for $350; signed checks, one from
Walter Johnson on a Germantown bank in Maryland dated
1942 brought $800 at a Leland sale; programs, tickets, mag-
azines with baseball-related covers' and guide books issued
as premiums by liquor companies. 

During much of the 20th century a great deal of memo-
rabilia connected to the game was sold right over the counter. 

An attractive box from the 1930s that once packaged
Babe Ruth's All-American Athletic Underwear complete with
the great star's image on front would bring several hundred
dollars today. Then there is a Joe Dimaggio advertising wall
calendar from the 1950s, or the great Gillette Razor Compa-
ny merchandise and premiums from the 1930s through the
1960s – including World Series specialty items. 

During the 1950s and early 1960s the Hartland Plastic
Company of Hartland, Wisconsin, issued 18 different statues
of major league baseball stars. From 1958 to 1963 they sold
at dime stores for $2 to $3 each. Now they are quite col-
lectible. 

Different baseball fans usually collect different things.
But the field's most accomplished collector has a bit of every-
thing these days. Barry Halper, a New Jersey businessman,
at one time had 900 player uniforms, 3,000 autographed base-
balls, every all-star game program, world series programs
going back nearly 80 years, and even the autograph of the
person many say invented the game itself at Cooperstown in
1839, Abner Doubleday. 

Most collectors of such things have far less of it but
enjoy what they have tremendously. 

"In collecting baseball memorabilia," notes Stew Sa-
lowitz in his collector's guide co-authored with Raycraft,
"people are surrounding themselves with history – with at
bats, hits, runs, errors, diving catches, chewing tobacco, bub-
ble gum and the illustrious characters who played the game
for our enjoyment."
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By Robert Reed

Ever since baseball began there has been bit by bit col-
lecting of it, and as the great American pastime has grown so
have the bits and the numbers of collectors. 

Fans seek out everything from key chains to bleacher
seats, from buttons to Wheaties cereal boxes, from ticket
stubs to Jim Bouton's book, Ball Four. 

In 1988, for the first time in history, the glitzy New York
City auction house Christie's conducted a gallery sale devot-
ed entirely to sports memorabilia. Among other things, a 1969
New York Mets championship ring brought over $8,000. 

For the first hundred years or so of baseball's existence
collecting memorabilia was a relatively modest affair. In 1979
a national magazine noted that former St. Louis Browns play-
er Roy Sievers had been offered $5,000 for his 1950s uni-
form. He declined, saying he still sometimes wore it to old-
timers games. 

In 1990, Mickey Mantle’s playing jacket from the 1950s
sold for several thousand dollars. A letter of authenticity with
it noted the Mick had worn it during spring training with the
New York Yankees in 1954. It was eventually given to his
high school coach and later sold as part of his estate. 

Things directly from the game, like uniforms, caps, and
jackets are especially treasured in the field. "Hundreds of
thousands of different baseball collectibles have been issued
during the past century," says Dr. James Beckett author of
The Sport Americana Price Guide to Baseball Collectibles.
"Such increasing interest in such memorabilia is naturally re-
flected in the values of these items. As more collectors com-
pete for available supplies, prices rise." 

Balls, bats, gloves, spikes, and even uniform patches
qualify. In recent years Guernsey's sporting auction in New
York has sold George Selkirk's ca. 1936 New York Yankees
cap for $1,500, and a 1988 Keith Hernandez Mets home jer-
sey, with a letter of authenticity, for $500. 

Leland's, another leading sports memorabilia mail auc-
tion, sold a wood-slatted stadium seat from Commiskey Park
(Chicago). The seat dated to 1910 and was removed in the
late 1940s and sent to the minor league Waterloo Diamonds.
The seat sold with a letter from an official of the Waterloo
baseball club. 

It is always a good idea to have proof regarding 'from
the game' baseball memorabilia. In Collector's Guide to Base-
ball Memorabilia author Don Raycraft relates a deal he made
as a youngster in the early 1950s. He traded 385 Topps base-
ball cards from the 1953 season for a ball fouled off by Jim
Rivera. 

"When he came home from work that night," admits
Raycraft, "my father pointed out to me that American League
teams did not normally buy their baseballs at Montgomery
Ward." 

Much baseball memorabilia is simply down on paper. 
The Christie's auction of 1988 saw a handwritten letter

by famed shortstop Honus Wagner. Today, instead of his play-

ing, he is much more famous for one of his baseball cards
which brought $500,000. 

Wagner's letter to one of his fans described a difficult
play: 

"Batter hits a low line hit to my right. I dove for the ball
and caught it with my bare hand about three inches from the
ground. My jump took me head first into the ground and I
came up with the ball and made a double play." 

The letter brought over $1,000. At a similar auction a
Hall of Fame postcard signed by Cy Young with his image
on the from brought $750. 

These Hall of Fame postcards with photographs of an
individual player's plaque with yellow background have been
available since 1964. They were issued by the National Base-
ball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York. Earlier cards
by Albertype and Artvue Company were issued in black and
white. 

Also on paper are stock certificates, one from the 1940s
St. Louis Browns went for $350; signed checks, one from
Walter Johnson on a Germantown bank in Maryland dated
1942 brought $800 at a Leland sale; programs, tickets, mag-
azines with baseball-related covers' and guide books issued
as premiums by liquor companies. 

During much of the 20th century a great deal of memo-
rabilia connected to the game was sold right over the counter. 

An attractive box from the 1930s that once packaged
Babe Ruth's All-American Athletic Underwear complete with
the great star's image on front would bring several hundred
dollars today. Then there is a Joe Dimaggio advertising wall
calendar from the 1950s, or the great Gillette Razor Compa-
ny merchandise and premiums from the 1930s through the
1960s – including World Series specialty items. 

During the 1950s and early 1960s the Hartland Plastic
Company of Hartland, Wisconsin, issued 18 different statues
of major league baseball stars. From 1958 to 1963 they sold
at dime stores for $2 to $3 each. Now they are quite col-
lectible. 

Different baseball fans usually collect different things.
But the field's most accomplished collector has a bit of every-
thing these days. Barry Halper, a New Jersey businessman,
at one time had 900 player uniforms, 3,000 autographed base-
balls, every all-star game program, world series programs
going back nearly 80 years, and even the autograph of the
person many say invented the game itself at Cooperstown in
1839, Abner Doubleday. 

Most collectors of such things have far less of it but
enjoy what they have tremendously. 

"In collecting baseball memorabilia," notes Stew Sa-
lowitz in his collector's guide co-authored with Raycraft,
"people are surrounding themselves with history – with at
bats, hits, runs, errors, diving catches, chewing tobacco, bub-
ble gum and the illustrious characters who played the game
for our enjoyment."
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By Robert Reed

Ever since baseball began there has been bit by bit col-
lecting of it, and as the great American pastime has grown so
have the bits and the numbers of collectors. 

Fans seek out everything from key chains to bleacher
seats, from buttons to Wheaties cereal boxes, from ticket
stubs to Jim Bouton's book, Ball Four. 

In 1988, for the first time in history, the glitzy New York
City auction house Christie's conducted a gallery sale devot-
ed entirely to sports memorabilia. Among other things, a 1969
New York Mets championship ring brought over $8,000. 

For the first hundred years or so of baseball's existence
collecting memorabilia was a relatively modest affair. In 1979
a national magazine noted that former St. Louis Browns play-
er Roy Sievers had been offered $5,000 for his 1950s uni-
form. He declined, saying he still sometimes wore it to old-
timers games. 

In 1990, Mickey Mantle’s playing jacket from the 1950s
sold for several thousand dollars. A letter of authenticity with
it noted the Mick had worn it during spring training with the
New York Yankees in 1954. It was eventually given to his
high school coach and later sold as part of his estate. 

Things directly from the game, like uniforms, caps, and
jackets are especially treasured in the field. "Hundreds of
thousands of different baseball collectibles have been issued
during the past century," says Dr. James Beckett author of
The Sport Americana Price Guide to Baseball Collectibles.
"Such increasing interest in such memorabilia is naturally re-
flected in the values of these items. As more collectors com-
pete for available supplies, prices rise." 

Balls, bats, gloves, spikes, and even uniform patches
qualify. In recent years Guernsey's sporting auction in New
York has sold George Selkirk's ca. 1936 New York Yankees
cap for $1,500, and a 1988 Keith Hernandez Mets home jer-
sey, with a letter of authenticity, for $500. 

Leland's, another leading sports memorabilia mail auc-
tion, sold a wood-slatted stadium seat from Commiskey Park
(Chicago). The seat dated to 1910 and was removed in the
late 1940s and sent to the minor league Waterloo Diamonds.
The seat sold with a letter from an official of the Waterloo
baseball club. 

It is always a good idea to have proof regarding 'from
the game' baseball memorabilia. In Collector's Guide to Base-
ball Memorabilia author Don Raycraft relates a deal he made
as a youngster in the early 1950s. He traded 385 Topps base-
ball cards from the 1953 season for a ball fouled off by Jim
Rivera. 

"When he came home from work that night," admits
Raycraft, "my father pointed out to me that American League
teams did not normally buy their baseballs at Montgomery
Ward." 

Much baseball memorabilia is simply down on paper. 
The Christie's auction of 1988 saw a handwritten letter

by famed shortstop Honus Wagner. Today, instead of his play-

ing, he is much more famous for one of his baseball cards
which brought $500,000. 

Wagner's letter to one of his fans described a difficult
play: 

"Batter hits a low line hit to my right. I dove for the ball
and caught it with my bare hand about three inches from the
ground. My jump took me head first into the ground and I
came up with the ball and made a double play." 

The letter brought over $1,000. At a similar auction a
Hall of Fame postcard signed by Cy Young with his image
on the from brought $750. 

These Hall of Fame postcards with photographs of an
individual player's plaque with yellow background have been
available since 1964. They were issued by the National Base-
ball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York. Earlier cards
by Albertype and Artvue Company were issued in black and
white. 

Also on paper are stock certificates, one from the 1940s
St. Louis Browns went for $350; signed checks, one from
Walter Johnson on a Germantown bank in Maryland dated
1942 brought $800 at a Leland sale; programs, tickets, mag-
azines with baseball-related covers' and guide books issued
as premiums by liquor companies. 

During much of the 20th century a great deal of memo-
rabilia connected to the game was sold right over the counter. 

An attractive box from the 1930s that once packaged
Babe Ruth's All-American Athletic Underwear complete with
the great star's image on front would bring several hundred
dollars today. Then there is a Joe Dimaggio advertising wall
calendar from the 1950s, or the great Gillette Razor Compa-
ny merchandise and premiums from the 1930s through the
1960s – including World Series specialty items. 

During the 1950s and early 1960s the Hartland Plastic
Company of Hartland, Wisconsin, issued 18 different statues
of major league baseball stars. From 1958 to 1963 they sold
at dime stores for $2 to $3 each. Now they are quite col-
lectible. 

Different baseball fans usually collect different things.
But the field's most accomplished collector has a bit of every-
thing these days. Barry Halper, a New Jersey businessman,
at one time had 900 player uniforms, 3,000 autographed base-
balls, every all-star game program, world series programs
going back nearly 80 years, and even the autograph of the
person many say invented the game itself at Cooperstown in
1839, Abner Doubleday. 

Most collectors of such things have far less of it but
enjoy what they have tremendously. 

"In collecting baseball memorabilia," notes Stew Sa-
lowitz in his collector's guide co-authored with Raycraft,
"people are surrounding themselves with history – with at
bats, hits, runs, errors, diving catches, chewing tobacco, bub-
ble gum and the illustrious characters who played the game
for our enjoyment."
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By Robert Reed

Then hail to labor! everywhere, Honor to those who do
their share. 

Labor Day poem by Clara Denton, 1928 
Long unnoticed, the collectibles of the Labor Day holiday

are gradually gaining in recognition. After all it is an event that
has been celebrated nationally since the latter part of the 19th
century. 

Some true treasures of the American labor movement ac-
tually predate the establishment of Labor Day itself. In the Mar-
ion Carson Collection of the Library of Congress is a hat rib-
bon worn for a labor organization parade in the 1820s. The pa-
rade was staged in Philadelphia by the Brotherly Union Soci-
ety. During that decade the journeymen house-carpenters of that
city made the first attempt to get the hours of work reduced to
ten a day. The effort was unsuccessful. 

Historians generally agree that the first actual Labor Day
parade was held in New York City's Union Square on Septem-
ber 5, 1882. Interestingly while the holiday has traditionally
been thought of as always being observed on a Monday, the
first parade was actually on a Tuesday according to records of
the United States Department of Labor. It was held under the
direction of the Central Labor Union in that city. 

Possibly one of the first Labor Day parade collectibles ap-
peared just one week later in the form of the news magazine
Frank Leslie's Illustrated. The September 16, 1882 issue fea-
tured drawings of the event. Marchers were depicted in the
artist's rendering as carrying banners and signs with such slo-
gans as "Vote for the Labor Ticket," "Labor Creates All Wealth,"
and "8 Hours Constitute a Day's Work." 

Published images of American worker in the 1880s, ac-
cording to a study done by the Smithsonian Institution a centu-
ry later was a "stereotype of a lone, white, male craftsman in a
mechanic's paper hat, carrying dinner pail." Such characteriza-
tions appeared in magazines and on product labels. 

In the years that immediately followed the first parade,

Labor organization moved the event to a Monday thus provid-
ing one of the 19th century's first three-day weekends for work-
ers. The "working men's holiday" idea also spread to other
major cities where unionization was fairly well established. 

Some accounts say the first Monday in September was fa-
vored because it came at the "most pleasant season of the year"
midway between the Fourth of July and Thanksgiving, and thus
would fill a gap in the chronology of legal holidays. Most re-
search indicates that the general idea in New York, Philadel-
phia, and other industrial centers was to provide for parade to
show strength and solidarity, to be followed by a festive family
picnic. 

Little by little such labor union related events spread to
other cities and came to the attention of individual state legisla-
tures. States such as Colorado, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New
York, Nebraska and Pennsylvania jointed the 'parade' by estab-
lishing Labor Day as an official holiday. 

Eventually the American Federation of Labor forecast "it
shall be as uncommon for a
man to work on that day
(Labor Day) as on Indepen-
dence Day." That prediction
became a reality in 1894
when the U.S. Congress
passed an act making the first
Monday in September of
each year a legal holiday in
the District of Columbia and
all U.S. territories. 

As the 19th century
came to a close Labor Day
celebrations, especially pa-
rades and similar outings, be-
came widespread. Likewise
there were numerous decora-
tive items produced to be
wore on such occasions.
Striking multi-color celluloid
pinback buttons were manu-
factured by the Whitehead &
Hoag Company and others.
Typically they included a slo-
gan, ie. "The Union Is
Strength", and symbol of pa-
triotism including the U.S.
flag or an eagle along with a
symbol of unity such as a

handshake. There were multi-colored ribbons too which could
be attached to the lapel of a jacket or the front of a shirt. The
wording on the ribbons might be as basic as simply the words
Labor Day or elaborate enough to show a worker with the
America flag and a hammer–all in red, white and blue. 

Early in the 20th century, in addition to pinback buttons,
lapel ribbons and various badges, citizens could also celebrate
the holiday with postcards. Nash Publishing Company produced
a set of two embossed fully illustrated Labor Day Souvenir post-
cards. One proclaimed, "labor shall refresh itself with hope,"
while second declared, "Labor Conquers Everything." (Indeed
the image of the laborer on postcard number two was much as
image Smithsonian had earlier described, "a lone, white, male
craftsman in a mechanic's hat..." Lounsbury Publishing did a
set of four Labor Day postcards similar in style to those by
Nash. The Lounsbury titles included Makers of Prosperity, Man
in Overalls, Labor Taking a Day Off, and Our Latest Holiday. 
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Holiday, featuring a Labor Day parade which also included
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Labor Day buttons and ribbons had taken decidedly more
patriotic tone by 1917 and 1918 within the shadow of World
War One red, white and blue Labor Day ribbon dated 1918 pro-
claimed, "We're Behind the Man Behind the Gun." It bore the
illustration of a worker rolling up his shirt sleeves with factory
smoke stacks in the background. 

Later Labor Day parades and events also produced mem-
orabilia ranging from photographs of parade floats to booklets
and programs. In 1945 Victory Labor Day Rally celebrated both
the efforts of organized labor and efforts of U.S. troops in World
War II. Noted the multi-paged program issued by the Baltimore,
Maryland Congress of Industrial Unions: 

"One this day, labor's traditional holiday, we salute our fel-
low trade unionists in the armed forces and merchant marine
who, scattered over the four corners of the earth, cannot be here
to share in the celebration of Labor Day." 

In 1982 Carolrhoda Books Inc. published one of the few
books devoted entirely to this particular holiday. Labor Day by
Geoffery Scott, was illustrated by Cherie Wyman and described
the origins of Labor Day including a "monster labor festival"
held in New York City a century earlier. 

While still a major American holiday, observance of Labor
Day has changed from earlier decades according to the U.S.
Department of Labor, and elaborate displays and massive pa-
rades are no longer as prevalent as they were in the heart of the
20th century. 
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child. For what is the worth of a human
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our ancestors by the records of history. 

—Cicero

This journey of lifetimes fol-
lows Englishman Thomas
Prater (later becoming
Prather), young and without
property, as he emigrates to
Virginia in 1622 to seek his
fortune in the New World,
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Ohio. When Thomas's son
Jonathan dies in mysteri-
ous circumstances, the fam-
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slaveholders, then ulti-
mately abolitionists. They
go from being planters, to
farmers to participants in the industrialization of
America. They participate in the American Revolution, the Civil War and
the Second World War. Their story is the story of many American families
who grew and changed as America grew and changed, never forgetting
their land-loving roots. 
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nealogical quest, written by three sisters with a passion for history and
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Margaret Rose DeStefano and Sally Ruth Gronauer.

Orphan’s Gift is co-written by Margaret
(Peggy) DeStefano, Mountain States Collector’s
Managing Editor. She and her sisters Mary Siko-
ra and Sally Gronauer have captured the spirit
of their Prather line of ancestors. The past has
come to life in this historical novel. The book is
a great example of taking your family genealog-
ical research to a new level.

“Writing this book has been a fun and
often surprising journey. Now that we have fin-
ished our first project together, my sisters and I
are already fast at work on our second book in
what we hope will be a series of historical nov-
els,” Peggy DeStefano explains. 

You can order your copy of Orphan’s Gift
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Spree Enterprises, Inc., 
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Fill out coupon below so that we can mail your

copy of Orphan’s Gift to you. (You can also go
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Number of Books ___
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By Robert Reed

Then hail to labor! everywhere, Honor to those who do
their share. 

Labor Day poem by Clara Denton, 1928 
Long unnoticed, the collectibles of the Labor Day holi-

day are gradually gaining in recognition. After all it is an
event that has been celebrated nationally since the latter part
of the 19th century. 

Some true treasures of the American labor movement
actually predate the establishment of Labor Day itself. In the
Marion Carson Collection of the Library of Congress is a hat
ribbon worn for a labor organization parade in the 1820s. The
parade was staged in Philadelphia by the Brotherly Union
Society. During that decade the journeymen house-carpen-
ters of that city made the first attempt to get the hours of work
reduced to ten a day. The effort was unsuccessful. 

Historians generally agree that the first actual Labor Day
parade was held in New York City's Union Square on Sep-
tember 5, 1882. Interestingly while the holiday has tradition-

ally been thought of as always being observed on a Monday,
the first parade was actually on a Tuesday according to
records of the United States Department of Labor. It was held
under the direction of the Central Labor Union in that city. 

Possibly one of the first Labor Day parade collectibles
appeared just one week later in the form of the news maga-
zine Frank Leslie's Illustrated. The September 16, 1882 issue
featured drawings of the event. Marchers were depicted in
the artist's rendering as carrying banners and signs with such
slogans as "Vote for the Labor Ticket," "Labor Creates All
Wealth," and "8 Hours Constitute a Day's Work." 

Published images of American worker in the 1880s, ac-
cording to a study done by the Smithsonian Institution a cen-
tury later was a "stereotype of a lone, white, male craftsman
in a mechanic's paper hat, carrying dinner pail." Such char-
acterizations appeared in magazines and on product labels. 

In the years that immediately followed the first parade,
Labor organization moved the event to a Monday thus pro-
viding one of the 19th century's first three-day weekends for
workers. The "working men's holiday" idea also spread to
other major cities where unionization was fairly well estab-
lished. 

Some accounts say the first Monday in September was
favored because it came at the "most pleasant season of the

Cowboy Memorabilia
with Premium Value 

By Barry Krause 

Age, workmanship and provenance (ownership history) give added
value to American cowboy collectibles. If it's old, beautifully crafted by
hand of the best materials, or can be traced as owned and used by famous
cowboys, the price escalates. 

When all cowboys still rode horses to get around on their jobs, the
saddle was their most prized possession, often custom-made to their own
specifications and sometimes costing up to a year of their salary. Their
boss at the ranch would supply a horse for them to ride, but rarely a sad-
dle. 

"When down on his luck, a cowhand would pawn his watch (if he
had one) or even his pistol, but never his saddle," said William C.
Ketchum, Jr. in "Western Memorabilia: Collectibles of the Old West"
(1980). 

Vintage old cowboy saddles start at a few hundred dollars for plain,
worn out examples, and reach many thousands of dollars for the best spec-
imens once owned by movie star cowboys or traced to Confederate ori-
gins in the Civil War. 

To preserve and protect old leather saddles, keep them in a dry place
with moth ball protection if they have a sheepskin lining, but never use
water, vegetable oil or motor oil on them, "no matter what anyone tells
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saddle was their most prized possession, often custom-made to their own
specifications and sometimes costing up to a year of their salary. Their
boss at the ranch would supply a horse for them to ride, but rarely a sad-
dle. 

"When down on his luck, a cowhand would pawn his watch (if he
had one) or even his pistol, but never his saddle," said William C.
Ketchum, Jr. in "Western Memorabilia: Collectibles of the Old West"
(1980). 

Vintage old cowboy saddles start at a few hundred dollars for plain,
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WANTED
WANTED: INDIAN ARTI-

FACTS WANTED. Axes,

Pestles, Mortars, Eccentrics

EEDUC@aol.com  (9-18)

WANTED: OLD GUMBALL

PEANUT AND MATCH MA-

CHINES. Jeff, 303-775-3250

(1-15)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES

WANTED, 303-792-2450.

(5-15)

FOR SALE
MSC. ANTIQUES FOR

SALE: Brass Bed, Book-

shelf, old gas stove (Eureka)

Queen Ann dresser, old oak

cupboard, oak kitchen table,

oak mantel and more. $2000

for all. 303-403-4446 (9-18)

FOR SALE: 1977 MGB

Convertible, 4 spd. w/over-

drive, Great Condition, Many

New Parts, $5500, 303-946-

8548. (5-18)

FOR SALE: JAQUZZI HOT

TUB fiberglass and heater

still in box $800.00 or best

with pump. 719-251-7994

(8-18)

FOR SALE: EGG CUP

COLLECTION. English

and American Single and

Double Egg Cups, china,

ceramic, wood, many

themes, all in excellent

condition. About 900 in

total. $900 OBO. 720-324-

9278, Denver. (8-18)

FOR SALE: 1920’s OAK

THEATER CHAIR, $150.00,

Mission Rocker $75.00, Mis-

sion Table $50.00, Art Deco

China Cabinet $700.00.

Wendy, 303-420-9883. (7-18)

DEALERS
DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Florence — “An-
tique Capital of Colorado”
Join us at one of the largest,
fastest-paced stores in
downtown Florence. 10,000
sq. ft. Open Daily. Friendly,
Knowledgeable Staff. Stop
by or call Rena @ 719-429-
3328. Loralie Antique Mall,
109 W. Main - Florence.

DEALER SPACES AVAIL-
ABLE Want to get into  the
Antiques business?  Want
to expand existing business?
Join Downtown Colorado
Springs’ Oldest & Largest
Award Winning Antique Mall.
Premium floor spaces &
cases available.  Friendly &
helpful staff. Open Daily.
Stop by or call, 719-633-
6070.  Antique Gallery, 117
South Wahsatch Ave.

CLUBS
D O   Y O U   L O V E   A N -
TIQUES, Collectibles, Art
and History? Questers is
for you! Contact: OFW
ANTIQUES@gmail.com,
970-226-4432.
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Always

Buying

Brighton

Complete Antique
Restoration Available

Full Line of
Antiques &
Collectibles

(1/2 Blk. No. of Bridge & Main)
Brighton, CO 80601

303-659-7516

24 North Main  

W A N T E D
WANTED: Older
style gas ranges,
1920s-50s ie Cham-
bers, O’Keeffe and
Merritt, others, no
electrics 303-779-
0073 (01-07)

WANTED: Antique Heating
and Cooking Stoves, or-
nate, 303-779-0073. (01-07)

WANTED: 
TOY AIRPLANES (TMD);
factory display models;
built up plastic models. Call
Walt, 970-204-0499 ( 1-10)

WANTED: PILLIN POT-
TERY, 303-477-3923. (5-10)

WANTED: MODEL AIR-
PLANES, kits, engines, race
cars. 303-422-0408 (12-07)

WANTED: OLD VENDING
MACHINES, gumball, pea-
nut, matches, cigarette and
etc. Call Jeff (303) 775-
3250. (11-09)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES
WANTED, 303-792-2450.
(4-10)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Antique secre-
tary box circa 1850—brass
bound teak—rare-excellent
condition—$2100, set of 2
vaseline glass candle hold-
ers—short, curled base—
$150, small oil lamp circa
1800—green with white flow-
ers—never used—$150,
Royal Copenhagen tea set—
open lace pattern—num-
bered—4 pieces—hard to
find, Many McCoy pieces—

mostly flower pots—vase—
bedside bowl and pitcher set,
lg, Antique Singer sewing
machine with case, Cut
glass, 303-838-3643. Email:
jgf3643@hotmail.com

FOR SALE: A.B. Dick 310
offset press, 111 plate
maker, Michael’s collator,
Schaefer cast iron wax
melter, manuals, misc parts.
$100.00 takes all. 719-647-
8867. Pueblo West. (12-09)

DOULTON’S BOWL/
PITCHER Fontainbleau
Burslem pitcher good condi-
tion O3068K bowl small
crack $1,000 OBO 303-659-
0748. (01/10)

DEALERS
R O C K Y M O U N T A I N
ANTIQUES IN LOVELAND
wants dealers w/toys, clocks,
watches, quality knives &
razors, tools, other neat stuff.
Low rent. 970-669-7440.

DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Serendipity Mercan-
tile, Longmont, Colorado.
large building, room for more
dealers. Great parking! Call
303-776-8511. 

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to or
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

RETAIL FOR LEASE, 1400
block South Broadway, 3
spaces, 1300 to 2500 square
feet, each with storage.
Betsy 303-777-0848, bc
tournier@aol.com (08/09) 

SERVICES
BUY OR SELL ANTIQUE
BUSINESS! Licensed bro-
ker to bring together buyers
and sellers. We package
trade names, inventory,
customer lists, Real Estate
leases and sales, and cre-
ative financing and ex-
changes. 303-913-3355
www.Traylorhomes.com
Business Opportunities

C H I P S A N D P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain
repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
Sari, 303-623-4217 or
email chipsandpieces @
yahoo.com

EXPERT silver and met-
als repairs restoration.
Appraisals for insurance.
720-939-9373, nat_mx6
@hotmail.com (3-07) Lyons

Spree Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 1003
Bailey, CO 80421

WESTERN
COLLECTIONS FOR

SALE
Metal horse statues, Roy
Rogers collection. Other

Western
stars items,

Dixie 
Premiums,
movie cow-

boy and
rodeo post
cards, sad-

dles, horses, etc. on
plates, ladies with horse

calendars, Tom Beecham
convas type prints 

in frames. 
Horses on scarves 

collection, horses on
hankies collection. West-
ern neckties collection.

More items too numerous
to mention. 

Serious inquiries only!

303-432-7223

Dan’s 
Painting,

Remodeling
Wallpaper Removal,

Dry Wall Repair, Water
Damage Repair
Acoustic/Ceiling 

Removal

303-922-0792

Advertise
in the Moun-
tain States
Collector.        

Reach the
thousands
of antique
c o l l e c t o r s
and afficionados that enjoy
this 37 year old newspaper
devoted to the collector and to
the antique buff. 
Call 303-674-1253 for more

information.

Get more
bang for your
buck!

Drop us a line. 
We’d love to hear from you.
Our address is: P.O. Box 1003

Bailey, CO 80421
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Dan’s 
Painting,

Remodeling
Wallpaper Removal,

Dry Wall Repair, Water
Damage Repair
Acoustic/Ceiling 

Removal

303-922-0792

Advertise
in the Moun-
tain States
Collector.        

Reach the
thousands
of antique
c o l l e c t o r s
and afficionados that enjoy
this 37 year old newspaper
devoted to the collector and to
the antique buff. 
Call 303-674-1253 for more

information.

Get more
bang for your
buck!

Drop us a line. 
We’d love to hear from you.
Our address is: P.O. Box 1003

Bailey, CO 80421

Colorado Springs
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Primitive Blessings
A unique new antique shop, 

over 2000 sq. feet of fun shopping 

including, for the man of the house, 

a Farmer’s Workshop featuring

vintage and rustic treasures, 

farmhouse rarities 

and consignments

Open Thursdays, Fridays 

and Saturdays

10 a.m.- 6 p.m.

303-838-1122
on Hwy 285, just one block South 

of Shaffers Crossing

Pine

Dealer Feature

Welcome to Primitive blessings in Pine
Debra Van Wyhe has put togetter a great

new shop in Pine, Colorado. It is on 285 just one
block South of Shaffers Crossing. (The actual
address is 13028 S. Parker Ave. in Pine.) 

Debra certainly has a way of presenting her
antiques. They are all arranged in such delight-
ful settings. You can imagine just taking the
whole arrangement and bringing it home and
making it yours.

The shop has over 2000 sq. feet of antiques,
including a Farmer’s Workshop featuring vin-
tage and rustic treasures and farm house rari-
eties. 

The shop is only open on Thursdays, Fridays
and Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. so plan your
weekend to include a  visit to this magical place.
Call them at 303-838-1122 for more informa-
tion.



By Maureen Timm

There are many theories in regard to how Toby
Fillpot was brought into the world as a character. The
name "Toby" was used originally to describe jugs
which were made in the form of a seated male fig-
ure in a tri cornered hat. He usually held a beer jug
on his knee and sometimes held a pipe or glass in his
hand. The hat was made so that each comer formed
a convenient spout.

Toby was dressed in the style of the 1700s, which
consisted of a full length coat with low set pockets,
waistcoat, cravat, knee breeches, stockings and buck-
led shoes. An interesting feature of the early jugs is
the hollow cap which fitted into the top of the hat
and was used as a cup.

He has been associated with the fat boisterous
Sir Toby Belch in Shakespeare's "Twelfth Night,"
and "My Uncle Toby" from Laurence Sterne's "Tris-
tam Shandy." This book did appear about the same
time as the earliest Tobies, around 1700.

Other characters who may have helped bring
Toby into existence include Harry Elwes, a York-
shireman who is alleged to have drunk two thousand
gallons of strong ale from a brown jug, and who bore
the nickname of Toby Fillpot. He died in 1761.

Another character was Paul Parnell, also a York-
shireman. His obituary was in Gentleman's Maga-
zine dated December 1910.

"At the Ewes Farmhouse, Yorkshire, aged 76,
Mr. Paul Parnell, fanner, grazier and maltser, who
during his lifetime drank out of one silver pint cup
upwards of 2,000 pounds sterling worth of Yorkshire

stingo, being remarkably at-
tached to stingo tipple of the
home brewed best quality. This
calculation is taken at 2 pence
per cupful. He was the bon vi-
vant whom O'Keefe celebrated
in more than one of his Baccha-
nalian songs, under the appella-
tion of Toby Fillpot."

The name Toby Fillpot oc-
curred, probably for the first
time in print in the song "The
Brown Jug," published in 1761
in a volume of "Original Poems
and Translations" by the Rev-
erend Francis Fawkes.

Although entirely original
in conception, Toby was the de-
scendant of a long line of jugs
in human form fashioned by potters in earlier years.

Since the dawn of history, long before man began
to record his ideas and life experiences in writing,
potters have made images of living beings. Some
may have been used in religious rituals and some
were created for fun

Ancient Greece provides numerous examples of
jugs, cups, perfume pots and wine vessels made in
the likeness of human beings, satyrs, sphinxes and
other mythical creatures.

It is interesting to note that a Roman potter in
Staffordshire was making face urns some fifteen hun-
dred years before Toby made his first appearance.

In the early eighteenth century some small earth-

enware figures and jugs were made in Staffordshire,
England. They depicted midshipmen, soldiers, musi-
cians and other characters of that century.

These were probably made by several different
potters living in and around Stoke, England. These
figures appear to have been the immediate forerun-
ners of the Toby Jug. Some of them have tri cornered
hats pinched out in the front to facilitate pouring and
hollow seated figures are holding jugs, pipes and
beakers. They were rather crudely modeled and
glazed with black blobs for eyes and buttons. How-
ever, the potters were learning to depict the every-
day humor of life in rural England.

Around the 1770s an entirely new creation ap-
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303-670-8726

SkiCountryAntiques.com

114 Homestead Rd.  Evergreen, CO

Evergreen

Collectibles

Who Was Toby Fillpot?



peared. This was a figure jug depicting plain faced,
squat bodied Toby Fillpot. The modeling and color-
ing far surpassed the previous earthenware figures. 

The first Toby Jug was probably made between
1760 and 1770. In 1750 there were many small
thatched pot works in the district of North Stafford-
shire which is known all over the world as "The Pot-
teries."

Ralph Wood I and his son, Ralph Wood 11, both
made figures and Toby Jugs in their factory in
Burslem, the mother town of the Staffordshire pot-
teries. They were among the first English potters to
use their names, or a rebus mark of trees (i.e.wood)
to identify their pottery.

The beautiful effect of the early Ralph Wood To-
bies was due to the painting of colors with translu-
cent glazes. The colors shone clear and luminous

from the opaque white
ground. This process was
superseded by painting
enamels over the glaze in
opaque colors, which,
though brilliant were not as
delicate as the older tech-
nique.

Enoch Wood produced
many figures and figure
jugs from existing models
including standing Tobies.

By the end of the 18th
century there were many
makers of Toby Jugs. Some
were good, some were bad
and some of indifferent
quality. The art of making
these jugs was introduced
into the United States, prob-
ably by potters from Stoke,
England who emigrated in
the late 18th century.

The earliest Toby Jugs
were not marked with the
potter's name and there are
no written records. One pot-
ter often copied the designs of another. Because of
this it is impossible to find the exact truth as to Toby's
"onlie begetter." To this day the Toby legend remains
a never ending story. 

Some of the famous names associated with the
early development of Toby Jugs are as follows:

John Astbury (1678 1743) 
Ralph Wood 1 (1715 1772) 
Josiah Wedgwood (1730 1795) 
Enoch Wood (175 9 1840) 
Thomas Whieldon (1719 1795) 
Aaron Wood (1717 1785) 
Ralph Wood 11 (1748 1795)

Collectibles

shakespeare’s twelfth night Players Would Know
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Pine Emporium
16714 Pine Valley Rd.
Pine, Colorado 80470

303-838-5150
bobaaac@aol.com

Pine

Antiques, Gifts, Art Gallery, Tom Clark
Gnomes, Jewelry, Furniture, Vintage Fabric,

Clothes, Books, Glassware, Collectibles.

OPEN: Friday, Saturday and Sunday

Unique Antiques, 

Home Furnishings and 

Authentic Historic Collectibles

28186 Highway 74, Suite 4
Evergreen, Colorado 80439

(Next to Beau Jo’s in Downtown Historic Evergreen)

Tues.-Fri. 11 - 5:30, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5

303-679-2784
bainlakeantiques@gmail.com

Evergreen



Salvage, Antiques, Vintage, Etc.
7 days a week 10-5, 200 West block of Main St.
Facebook shop 24/7: www.facebook.com/saveinflorence/shop/

Erin and Barna, 719-821-3263
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We take great 
pride in being a

“great little town” 
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

 

       

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstrations 
Weekends in January

115 East Main 719-372-6677
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We take great
pride in being a

“great little town”
where you’re a

stranger only once!

111 Church Ave.

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10-5 Sunday 1-5

www.williesantiques.com

Antique 

Warehouse
Vintage Lighting & Western Accoutrements

110 E. Main Street, 

Florence, CO 81226

719-372-1016

By Anne Gilbert

When the Richard Wright doll collection is auctioned off
at Skinner’s Auction Gallery October 10 in Marlborough,
Massachusetts, some dating to the 18th century many types
will be offered. They range from a large Queen Anne doll in
a mahogany and veneered display case, c. 1720 with an esti-
mate of $50,000/70,000 to a small, papier-mâché, German
doll, c.1840 estimated at $800/1,200.

Of special interest are two "fashion" dolls. Both by Mme
Rohmer, France, c. 1865 and 1870. Also offered is a fashion
doll accessory kit, c. 1870. It has an estimate of $400/600.
Over the last decade they have been rediscovered by collec-
tors. Even recent examples such as the Barbie dolls with their
wardrobes and the Madame Alexander fashion dolls have
become serious collectibles.

From the 15th into the 18th century elegantly dressed
"lady" or "fashion" dolls were popular. They were designed
as adult figures. The first fashion "baby doll" was made
around 1710. Actually they are not a type of doll but a func-
tional use of them. However, any type of doll could be
dressed in the latest adult or children’s fashion and travel to
show off the latest fashions. It was so important to European
nobility that the dolls were passed from court to court even
when the countries were at war.

By the 19th century doll makers used their most expen-
sive models dressed in Paris fashions around the world.
Among them Jumeau, Bru, Roch and others. Heads were of a
variety of materials from bisque to china heads made by the
famous French porcelain firm Sevres.

In the 1930s American made fashion dolls captured
the market with dolls that could perform various func-
tions. Eyes would open and shut: dolls could drink

water and even wet themselves.
CLUES: If an antique fashion doll can be attributed to a

known maker the price goes up. When found these days they
are usually wearing only a string of beads. It was Madame
Alexander who created "grown up" fashion dolls in 1952,
changing the look of American dolls. Her dolls were dressed
in "high fashion" using quality materials. She created "Cissie"
in the 1950s, the first full-figured adult figure fashion doll.

Of course, the most popular fashion doll of all time was
created when Barbie® made her debut as a Mattel Toy in
1959. Also introduced in the 50s(1956) was the Ideal Toy
Corporation’s "Miss Revlon" doll. She was among the first
dolls to have high-heeled feet and the figure of an adult
woman.

Discoveries of early fashion dolls are still being made.
Research the many books on the subject so you know what

they look like and get acquainted with specialized doll auc-
tions such as Theriaults, online and collector auctions held by
Skinner.
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Antique Capital of Colorado

Antique Detective

Variety of Rare Dolls Still Come to Auction

Sedalia

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstration (weaving and
spinning) and Sale — Nov. 27, 28, 29

115 East Main 719-372-6677

Soft Serve Ice Cream, 9 flavors

113 Main Street, Florence, CO 81226

719-784-3834

Sun., Mon. 11-3
Tue. 11-4
Wed., Thurs. 8-4
Fri., Sat. 8-5

Find It All in Florence
Antique Capital of Colorado

Heartland Antiques
and Gifts
We Buy and Sell Antiques
Large Selection of High End
Antiques & Collectibles

122 W. Main St. Florence, CO

719-784-0777 • 303-888-8917
Keith & Elsie Ore
hrtlndranch@msn.com

Rena Pryor

Bell Tower Cultural Center
Event info, call 719-784-2038

or go to Facebook 

B&B Pawn & Antiques H
We Will Buy Almost Anything

727 E. Main Street, Florence, CO 81226

Allen & Sara, Owners

719-784-7070 FAX 719-784-7370

BandBpawnandAntiques@yahoo.com

BandBpawnandAntiques.com

Fabulous Fashion
Finds in Florence

By Sandy Dale

Let me alliterate and, perhaps, reiterate.  I be-

lieve I might have mentioned back in May there
were a few shops in Florence with some fun cloth-
ing.  I had NO IDEA.  On my walk this morning
(and the better part of the afternoon), I investigated
the Fashion World of Florence.  Admittedly, I am a
clothes junky.  Contemporary, ethnic, vintage, and
pieces that are falling apart but still look great on
the wall.  I am listing below the shops along a little
over four blocks of Main Street that have, tucked in
with their fine collections of antiques, little corners
and tiny boutique stalls of fun fashion finds.  Walk-
ing east from the 200 West block, north side of the
street to the corner of the 200 East block of Main
Street, crossing Main and heading back west, this is
what I found:

1. Salvage, Antiques, Vintage, Etc. – T-shirts,
vintage aprons, military clothing

2. The Pour House Coffee Shop – T-shirts (get
coffee here to sustain you for the journey) 

3. Oil City Merchants – some military clothing,
a little vintage clothing

4. Heartland Antiques – hats, accessories*, vin-
tage clothing

5. Florence Consignment Corner – military,
vintage, retro clothing, hats, aprons, accessories*

6. Crystal Emporium – accessories*
7. Manna House Thrift Store – used clothing

and accessory finds
8. Blue Heron – vintage military, retro, aprons,

hand-painted jackets, T-shirts, sweat shirts, hand-
woven vests and scarves, accessories*

9. Florence Antiques – doll clothes, vintage
wedding dresses, hand woven scarves, military and
Western clothing, accessories*

10. Heartland Boutique – classy contemporary
clothing and accessories*

11. Antique Warehouse – ethnic, vintage and
retro couture fashions

12. Vintage Market – vintage clothing and ac-
cessories*

13. Florence Flower Shop – a boutique corner
featuring contemporary and vintage clothing

14. Main St. Gallery/Spirit Rider – lots of vin-
tage, Western and Steampunk wear**

15. Aspen Leaf Bakery – handmade aprons,
bags, ethnic clothing

16. Barn and Barrel – retro, vintage and con-
temporary clothing and accessories*

17. Autumn’s Attic – resale boutique clothing
and unique Colorado T-shirts

18.The Mezzanine – baby clothes, vintage mil-
itary, wedding dresses, hats, and accessories*

19. Legends and Lace – vintage lingerie, Vic-
torian dresses, hats, military and Steampunk**

20. Blue Spruce – vintage hats, clothing, chil-
dren’s clothing, cowboy boots, accessories*

21. Willie’s Antiques (just around the corner
heading west on Main St.) – vintage clothing and
accessories*

So, next time you’d like something fabulous to
wear or hang on the wall, I’d be willing to bet you
can find it in Florence, Fashion Capital of Fremont
County.

*I have included under accessories, antique
jewelry, vintage shoes, bags, and custom hand-made
jewelry.

**If you don’t know what Steampunk is,
google it.  It could be the topic of a whole book, ac-
tually several books (and is).  Florence is a virtual
Steampunker’s paradise. Come see for yourself.



We had two correct
answers to our July’s
What Is It contest. Dottie
Unruh of Lakewood,
Colorado said, “It is an
ice cream treat maker. I
have one from the soda
fountain in my dad’s old
drug store in North Den-
ver, it says, “Icy Pie” on
it.” She also added,
“Thanks so much for
your great paper; it’s al-
ways so informative and
has been very helpful in
identifying some of my
inherited things.” 

Thanks, Dottie, we
enjoy doing the paper.
We have so much fun
learning about all these
great collectibles, too.

Jacque Rutledge of
Northglenn, Colorado
added, “It surely looks
like an ice cream sand-
wich maker to me.”

Of course, both Dot-
tie and Jacque are right.
Thanks for venturing a
guess. You have won a
year’s subscription to the

Mountain States Collec-

tor.

www.mountainstatescollector.com Mountain States Collector—AUGUST 2018 19

July’s What Is It?

Send your answers to the What Is It con-
test, postmarked by August 20, to the Moun-

tain States Collector, P.O. Box 1003,  Bai-
ley, CO 80421. Three winners will be drawn.
Winners  will receive a year’s subscription to
the Mountain States Collector.

August’s 
What Is It?

Contest
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Antique 
Cowhide Furniture
Vintage Linen
Glassware
Yard Art
Collectibles

10-5 Monday thru Saturday Closed Sunday��
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Open 7 days a week 
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

3816 W. Eisenhower Blvd.
Loveland / 970-669-7440

WWW.Rockymountain
antiques.net

Loveland

Sterling, Colorado

OLD WAREHOUSEOLD WAREHOUSE
ANTIQUESANTIQUES
Sterling, Colorado

heirloom  & Investment Quality Antiques
specializing in Oak & Walnut Furniture,
Clocks, Lighting, Fine glass, Primitives

326 North Front Street
(1/2 block N. Under Chestnut Street Overpass)

Open Monday through Friday 10:00 to 5:30 

saturday 10 to 5:30 by chance or appointment

970-522-3145970-522-3145

Keenesburg — 
Antique Capitol of weld County
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By Anne Gilbert

Q. I remember my grandmother keeping jewelry in
this box when I was a child. It has a raised leaf design sur-
round a circular portrait of a woman. On the bottom is a an
oval shaped design with a B & W in the center. It is some
kind of metal, possibly brass or copper. What can you tell
me about it?

K.C. -Shawnee, KS
A. From your photo you appear to have a Victorian,

cast metal glove box with a celluloid cameo. They were
popular from the 1890s to around 1910. Similar examples
can sell in shops for several hundred dollars.

Q. My mother-in law gave me a Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs rug she got in the 1930s. It was made in
Italy. Any idea of value ?
H.P.-

A. Prices vary, but it could sell for over $200.
Q. What can you tell me about the Czechoslovakian

tea set with Spanish marks? On the bottom it says "Fabri-
cada en Alp Choslovagia."

M.
A. Czechoslovakian tea sets and other pieces made of

porcelain and semi-porcelain were exported to many coun-
tries, including Spain, which explains the markings on
your tea set.

Q. I bought this colorful Oriental plate in a Florida
thrift shop. It is 18 inches in diameter and has no marks. I
paid $25. How old is it ? Where was it made ? Did I pay
too much ?

H.C. - Pompano Beach, FL
A. You have a collector’s eye and have discovered a

mid-19th century Japanese Imari charger. Made in the
Japanese town of Arita beginning in the 17th Century, it
was named for the port of Imari-the place from where it
was shipped. The designs of textiles, chrysanthemums and
landscapes were enclosed in panels. It became so popular
that by the 18th century the Chinese copied it. So did Eng-

lish potters such as Derby, Bow, Worcester and Chelsea.
Yours could fetch $900 or more at auction.

Q. I found this painted spice bin in an antiques shop
years ago. The dealer told me it was called "tole" I have
since used it as a decorative object in my kitchen. Now I
would like to know about its history and value.

M.B.T. - Las Vegas, NV
A. Your 19th century spice bin is known as "tole" —

basically it is painted tin-ware. Regardless of how it was
finished it can be called "painted tin," "tole" or
"Japanned." In Colonial America, painted tin was import-
ed from England. By 1750, American peddlers were trav-
eling from town to town selling it. From 1790 to 1870 it
was advertised as "Japanned-ware." In good condition
yours could sell for more than $800 at auction.

Antique Detective

Antique Detective Q & A

Keenesburg

http://www.a-step-back.com

AA Step Back Step Back 
In TIn Timeime

Loveland

Open 10-5 all winter.

Come See Us in 2010.A Step Back A Step Back 

in Timein Time
Antiques and 
Collectibles

30 So. Main Street
Keenesburg, CO

303-732-9257

Offering a wide range of
antiques from the mid
1800s to the 1950s

Open Monday-Saturday
10:00 to 5:00

Lafayette

VISIT:
409 So.Public Rd.
Lafayette, CO 

CONTACT:
303-926-4060
nobletreasures@
hotmail.com

HOURS:
Mon.-Sat., 
10am-6pm
Sun. 12 pm-5pm
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Northglenn

I-25/104th

Go to an

antique

show or

shop.

You’ll be

glad you

did!
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The Brass Armadillo is a professionally
operated business that takes antiques and
collectibles seriously. We work to have quality
items at good prices.

The mall is open from 9am to 9pm. every
day, except Christmas. We host seminars,
workshops and training events.
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Colorado
11301 W. I-70 Frontage Rd. 303-403-1677

Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 877-403-1677

Open 7 Days a Week

9 am - 9 pm


