
By Tom Cotter

Once upon a time (17th century, apparently), probably in
England, a creative bar/pub keeper must have had a thought
something like “If the sots keep a holt on their drinkin’ pieces,
they drink more!  So’s if I can get some metal/glass worker to
make a curve on the bott’m, they can’t just sets ‘em down to
chat with Reggie or Charlie.”  Thus, allegedly, was born the con-
cept of a “tumbler”, with a slightly convex bottom that only
stayed upright when empty.  And thus were born phrases like,
“Blimey, ya spilled that’un.  I’ll get ya ‘nother.” or “I sees yer
tumbler’s empty.  Doesn’t ya crave ‘nother?”  Somewhere after
that time (probably in the 18th century or so, when the pub-lic
became more sophisticated, the bottoms of the tumblers became
flat, especially among those who began to drink from leaded
crystal.  Englishman George Ravenscroft, with a nod to the Vene-
tians, patented “leaded” crystal about 1675 using high-quality
flint (hence the term “flint glass”) as the silica component in
glass with lead oxide added.  This revolution in development
began a vast array of exceptional blown glassware, including
tumblers, used mainly by those who could afford it (see “the rich
folk”).  

Some 150 years later, Deming Jarvis, resident genius at
Boston and Sandwich Glass, improved the early glass pressing
attempts of others and by the late 1820s was receiving a number
of patents for pressed glass methods.  Eventually, tumblers be-
came a production item in pressed glass.  Some 35 years later
William Leighton, Sr., moved from New England Glass to

Hobbs, Brockunier, & Co. in Wheeling, WV.  With lead ex-
tremely scarce and expensive due to the Civil War, John L.
Hobbs was searching for a clear glass formula without lead.
William Leighton, Sr. and son William, Jr. used bicarbonate of
soda (soda lime) in place of lead to make a cheaper and lighter
product in 1864.  This formula may have had earlier origins in
Europe, particularly Bohemia.  Soon other companies “discov-
ered” this formulation, and production exploded in clear, hi-qual-
ity glass at about 1/3 the weight and 1/4 the cost of flint glass.
Glass products, including a vast variety of tableware and, of
course, tumblers, became marketable to nearly all the U.S. pop-
ulation.  While the Early American Pattern Glass (EAPG) era
began about 1850, products ballooned during the economic
growth of the post-Civil War U.S.  Eventually some 3,000 pat-
terns may have been made over the 70-year span until about
1920.

Several years ago, I started collecting U.S. made tumblers
as decorative and historical examples.  I liked the variety of col-
ors and finishes that represented the growth of the U.S. glass in-
dustry in the EAPG era.  Fortunately or otherwise, as often re-
flects collections, I found a book on the subject; Glass Tumblers
1860s to 1920s by Tom Bredehoft.  With its division between
blown and pressed tumblers, beautiful color photos, company
and the United States and National Glass Combines listings with
some old catalog illustrations, Mr. Bredehoft more than accom-
plished his written intent “…to present a variety of tumblers to
the reader.”  And he even warned, “This is only a start.”  So I
have discovered.  From my first Cambridge glass company tum-

blers a few decades ago, I now have about 75 .  Therefore, I have
only scratched a minor collecting itch and the proverbial surface
of tumblers.  With Mr. Bredehoft’s writings and others, I’ll offer
what I’ve discovered.

Tumblers have been around in form for probably over 2,000
years, although the moniker was late in arriving.  Any hand-held
drinking glass with a flat bottom and no handle holding about a
cup of liquid satisfied the description we have adopted with Mr.
Bredehoft’s help.  In Glass Tumblers, Mr. Bredehoft distinguish-
es between blown and pressed tumblers, then sub-categorizes
them by style, technique, and finish.  I will use those designa-
tions with pictures of examples from my limited collection.
What first caught my eye were multi-color tumblers of the later
Victorian period (1880s).  In attempts to stay ahead of the bur-
geoning output of soda-lime pressed items, older companies like

New England Glass, Mt. Washington Glass, and Boston and
Sandwich Glass experimented with colors and mold-blowing
techniques. They achieved such new “flavors” as Amberina/Rose
Amber, Bluerina, Cranberry/Ruby, and others.  Polka Dot tum-
blers appeared in many colors.  Beginning in the 1880s, Hobbs,
Brockunier & Co. came out with pressed Amberina in concert
with Mt. Washington’s blown Amberina, then followed that suc-
cess with its famous Peach Blow/Coral cased glass into the

By Jon DeStefano

Henrik Follin began a business journey some thir-
ty years ago when he was just 19 years old and it has
led him to America and to developing one of the finest
antique furniture businesses in the country, Scandina-
vian Antiques. Henrik is a very good businessman. He
explains, "95% of what we have here is brought in from
Europe."  On the second floor of the main building they
have a workshop where they do refinishing, strip-
ping,waxing and sometimes painting. They also do a
lot of custom work including making tables, bookcas-
es and wall units right at the shop. 

This shipment, 222 pieces in all, is primarily from
Denmark and Sweden, with a few French pieces, a few
German pieces and a few from England. There is a lot
of furniture: sofas, secretary desks, and tables mostly
formal stuff and, of course, original oil paintings.

The shipment trip usually takes six to seven weeks
from start to finish and Henrik does about four to six
shipments per year.  Henrik explains, "There is a lot of
cheap furniture out there that does not last very long,
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Inside this Issue

Art, Antiques,
Pop Culture and
20th Century Col-
lectibles will all be
featured   at the
“Vintage at the
Hangar” Show
and Sale to be held
at Wings Over The Rockies Air & Space Muse-
um in Denver September 23-25.

This show represents a new concept in the
ever changing world of Antiques, Vintage and Art
events. There will be a “sneak preview” on Fri-
day night, Sept. 23, 5 - 9 pm, an event that is af-
fordable for all to attend. Enjoy light refreshments
and music, plus visit the Museum. Shop, eat, drink
and be entertained! Then Saturday and Sunday
will provide two full days of shopping for the
great material you will want to explore and buy.

Wings Over the Rockies Air and Space Mu-
seum is proud to announce that they are partner-
ing with Nancy Johnson Events for the “Vintage
at the Hangar.” Nancy Johnson has been a huge
asset and a wonderful friend to Wings Over the
Rockies. Keisha Makonese, Director of Sales and
Corporate Events, says that “With Nancy’s talent,
skills and her amazing relationships with her deal-
ers and our marketing, membership and outreach
to the public, we will have one of the best shows
in the West.”

The show will have 40 plus dealers and is ex-
pecting 2,000- plus attendees. See ad on page 7
for more information. See page 17 for photos
from previous Nancy Johnson Events.
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Front Range Glass Show and Sale, October 1 & 2 at the Ranch Event Center, Loveland

Tumbling Tumblers, a Personal Journey
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8964 E. Hampden Ave., Denver

(303) 721-7992

Explore over130 Shoppes 
Under One Roof!

Like us on Facebook

Hours:
Monday  -  Thursday:  10.00 - 6.00, Friday  -

Saturday:  10.00 - 7.00, Sunday:  12.00 - 5.00 



FIRST FRIDAYS: SIX FIFTY ANTIQUES invites you to visit
them at the Art District on Santa Fe, 870 N. Santa Fe, Denver, a
great date night, the streets are full of people and food trucks.
They will have food, music and drink at their shop. More info,
call 720-561-9278.

SEPTEMBER 3, OCTOBER 1: A PARIS STREET
MARKET is at the Aspen Grove in Littleton, Colorado.
The 2016 Market is open from 8am to 3pm. Rain or Shine!

More information or to reserve your space in the market,
call 303-877-9457 or Email them at:tsvandel@msn.com.

SEPT. 7: LITHOPHANES Discussion led by Darlene
Gruber at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West
I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you
would be interested in doing a presentation in your area
of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

SEPT. 10: THE HISTORIC VAN BRIGGLE POT-
TERY FESTIVAL, 9 to 11:20 and 12:20 - 3 p.m., 1125
Glen Ave., Colorado Springs, CO (corner of Uintah St.
and Glen Ave.) Tours run every 20 minutes, Tickets $12,
children under 5 are free. For more information, visit
www.coloradocollege.edu/wes or call 719-389-7699. Pro-
ceeds fund WES scholarships and projects at Colorado
College.

SEPT. 12-17:LA CACHE FALL SALE, Cleaning
house once again during the Fall Clearance Sale at La-
Cache. All "RDF" items in our Building 404 will be
reduced 50% with new items added each and every
day.  No reductions will be taken prior to these dates
so mark your calendars now for big savings.  All pro-
ceeds benefit Children's Hospital Colorado.  La Cache
is located at 400 Downing in Denver and open 10 AM
to 4 PM. Call 303-871-9605 with any questions.

SEPT. 16 & 17: 7TH ANNUAL TRI STATE DOLL
SALE at the Englewood Lodge, 3690 S. Jason St., Engle-
wood, Colorado, Fri. 1 to 7 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
$5 each day, 1-12 FREE, antique and modern dolls, doll
accessories, high-end collectibles, miniatures, bears. Ap-
praisals and doll stringing available. Contact Lorella at
303-988-8591 for more information.

SEPT. 21: TYPEWRITERS Discussion led by Cheryl
Miller at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-
70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would
be interested in doing a presentation in your area of ex-
pertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

SEPT. 23-25: VINTAGE AT THE HANGAR, Wings Over
the Rockies Museum, Denver, Produced by Nancy Johnson
Events & Wings Museum. For more information, call 303-
595-0812 or go to wingsmuseum.org.

www.mountainstatescollector.com Mountain States Collector—SEPTEMBER 2016 5

Show Calendar

September Events

Continued on page 7
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Upcoming Events
OCT. 2 & 3: FRONT RANGE GLASS SHOW AND
SALE, Sat. 10-5 and Sun. 11-4. at the Ranch Event Center
Complex, McKee Building, 5280 Arena Circle, Loveland, CO
80538, exit 259 off I-25 Crossroads Blvd. Quality dealers,

hourly prizes, featuring American made glassware, pottery
and dinnerware from 1850-1930, More info, call 319-939-
3837 or go to www.frontrangeglassshow.com.

OCT. 5: PINTEREST Discussion led by Stephanie David-
son at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70,
Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be
interested in doing a presentation in your area of exper-

tise, call Dixie or
Charlotte at 303-
403-1677.

OCTOBER14-16:
WORLD WIDE
ANTIQUE and
V I N T A G E
SHOW at the Den-
ver Mart in the
EXPO Building,
451 East 58th Av-
enue, Denver, CO.
For more informa-
tion, go to www.
findyourantique
.com. 

OCT. 19: THE
W O R L D  O F
C O C A  C O L A
Discussion led by
Pat Vaughan at
2:00 p.m. at The
Brass Armadillo,
11301 West I-70,
Wheat Ridge, CO.
More information,
or if you would be
interested in doing
a presentation in
your area of exper-
tise, call Dixie or
Charlotte at 303-
403-1677.

NOV. 2: DOLLS THROUGH THE AGES Discussion
led by Alice Kibele at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo,
11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information,
or if you would be interested in doing a presentation in
your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-
1677.

NOV. 4-20: INTERNATIONAL CORKSCREW AUC-
TION, 900+ antique & collectible corkscrews from $100
- $5000. Go to CollectorCorkscrews.com for more info.

NOV. 16: DR. SEUSS Discussion led by Cheryl Miller at
2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat
Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be inter-
ested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call
Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

DEC. 14: CHRISTMAS IN THE WHITE HOUSE Dis-
cussion led by Cheryl Miller at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Ar-
madillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More infor-
mation, or if you would be interested in doing a presenta-
tion in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at
303-403-1677.

DEC. 28: COOKIE CUTTERS Discussion led by Arlene
Lipman at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West
I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you
would be interested in doing a presentation in your area
of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

Auctions
SEPT. 11 and SEPT. 18: FAMILY ESTATE AUC-
TION, 8032 W. Jewell Avenue, Lakewood, CO 80232,
Open at 10 a.m., auction starts at 11 a.m. Call 303-953-
2087 for more info.
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Show Calendar Continued

Friday and Saturday Sale
September 16 • 1 PM - 7 PM • $5

September 17 • 10 AM - 4 PM • $5
Unlimited return privileges with

ticket stub
1-12 Years Old FREE

ENGLEWOOD LODGE
3690 S. Jason St.

Englewood, CO 80110

7th Annual Tri-State
Doll Sale is Being Held

at a NEW Location

We, Nick and Lorella, were asked
to have another doll sale as one sale did
not meet the buyers and sellers needs.
On the spur of the moment we made the
decision to have another sale to comply
wit the many requests. We have held a
successful annual doll sale for the last
6 years. Lorella belongs to 2 UFDC doll
clubs that annually give to charitable
and club activities.

Dealers at our new location will
have diverse merchandise including an-
tique, bisque, china, cloth dolls, mod-
ern, collectibles and bears. Also minia-
tures and doll accessories for your doll
house, handmade and antique doll
clothing, doll books, shoes, wigs, stands
and related doll and bear items.

The sale will appeal to all ages
from the devoted to the new collectors.
The new location is easy to access right
of Hampden/285 close to many restau-
rants and the ELKS kitchen will be
open. Buy now, priced right, come one,
come all on the 16 & 17 of September
at the Elks Englewood Lodge #2122,
3690 S. Jason st., Englewood, CO
80110.

Open on the 16th from 1-7 p.m.
and open on the 17th from 10 a.m.- 4
p.m.. THANK YOU and SEE YOU
THERE!

Drop us a line. 

We’d love to 

hear from you.

Our address is: 

P.O. Box 1003

Bailey, CO 80421
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Show

1890s.  Both still bring premium
prices today.  Burmese by Mt.
Washington created a stir as a
cased, pastel salmon/golden shad-
ed form, licensed to Thomas Webb
& Sons in England and later
copied by Gunderson/Pairpoint
and Fenton.  A number of the
multi-colored products required
reheating parts of a piece to gener-
ate color shading through careful-
ly measured batch chemistry.
Boston and Sandwich fell to high
labor and material costs in 1888, New England Glass moved to
Toledo, OH, as Libbey Glass in 1888 for cheaper labor and nat-
ural gas, and Mt. Washington survived by merging with Pair-
point in 1894.  If some of this appears familiar, it may be be-
cause I wrote an article Late 19th Century American Art Glass

for the Mountain States Collector in
2014.  As with many glass collec-
tions, there tends to be overlap and
divergence.  

Through these years, other compa-
nies launched a variety of colors and
designs.  Many were blown to create
swirls turning clockwise or counter
clockwise and reheated to make bone
ash in the batch become opalescent
on the raised spirals.  Pressed pieces
utilized the raised pattern and edges
for the opalescence.  Think bone
china, also made from bone ash.

Northwood Glass particularly became known for its opalescent
patterns beginning in the 1890s, both with swirls and with dis-
tinctive floral patterns.  Copper (blue/green/red), ferrous
(olive/pale blue), ferric (yellow), chromium (green), cobalt (dark
blue), uranium salts (canary/green/vaseline) oxides, manganese
(purple), gold (red/Amberina) and other mixes generated a

plethora of colors.  Often EAPG pieces were coated with a fired-
on stains of ruby, gold, and “maiden’s blush” to mimic expen-
sive flashed cut glass.  Both EAPG and blown tumblers came
with partially or completely frosted finishes, normally accom-
plished with hydrofluoric acid.  Hobnail patterns became popu-
lar, whether retaining the horse/human shoe-derived moniker or
becoming transparent pieces dubbed “Dewdrop” or “Thousand
Eye”.  Tin oxide could be combined with other minerals, includ-
ing uranium oxide, making opaque glass such as milk, custard,
or even Indiana Tumbler and Goblet’s Chocolate.  Many deco-

rative tricks ensued, including rolled-
in-frit “Spatter” (like heavy grit sand-
paper) and rolled in mica and glass
chunks “Spangle”, often with swirls
in patterns to enhance effects.  Spe-
cialized molds created such unusual
pieces as the Libbey Maize pattern or
cased pieces that trapped air between
glass layers to generate a Mother-of-
Pearl effects.    

Intrigued by iridescent glass

found by archeologists, Louis C. Tiffany imported Stourbridge
British glass expert Arthur J. Nash, who is portrayed as the dis-
coverer or merely credit-taker of the Favrile glass process.  Ei-
ther way, this secret formula and spraying of chloride tin to heat-
ed glass produced a luster that caught the artistic community and
the wealthy public in the 1890s.  In 1903, T. G. Hawkes brought
his own ringer from Stourbridge by the name of Frederic Carder,
setting up the Steuben Glass Company in Corning, New York,
to complement his leaded crystal production under his own
name.  By 1904, Carder developed formulas and processes for
Aurene, mostly in gold and blue.  Though similar to Favrile, Au-
rene was sufficiently different to stand up to a law suit by Tiffany
and became a staple for Steuben.  Both lines were expensive to
make and pricey in the marketplace. 

Soon, other companies caught on to the idea, but without
the extensive cost of Favrile or Aurene.  Glass decorators Frank
and John Fenton of Martins Ferry, OH, then Parkersburg, WV,
came up with a spray or iridizing mineral salts to make Iridil.
Due to deep discounting and marketing through carnivals, the
pressed patterns of the Fentons, Northwood, Dugan, Cambridge,
Imperial, and others became known as Carnival Glass.  By ap-
plying the salts to clear or colored glass, often cobalt blue,
amethyst or green, unique multi-hued sheens appeared on the
surface.  Popularity grew and Carnival still constitutes a major
collectible glass in many shapes and sizes, including tumblers.
I have seen both Carnival milk and black glass on EBAY.  Of
course, many tumblers are still being produced around the world
and are, in their own way, collectible.

As former co-chair of the Rocky Mountain Depression

Glass Society Show and Sale and a 40-year “acquirer”, I

am grateful that the DeStefanos continue to promote col-

lecting within our region via the Mountain States Collec-

tor.  They have been a joy to work with over the last few

years and are a beacon for all types of collecting hobbies.

I am pleased that Jodi and Mark Uthe now sponsor the

Front Range Glass Show, this year October 1 and 2 at the

Budweiser Event Center near Loveland, Colorado.  At pre-

sent it is the only show in our region devoted exclusively to

antique and vintage glass, china, and pottery.  I am plan-

ning on having a tumbler display at the show.  Jodi and

Mark have gathered a great lineup of dealers from across

the country.  Information for the show is on the RMDGS

website about the club and show (www.RMDGS.com &

SHOWS). This also links to http://www.frontrange-

glassshow.com/, which has more specifics about the show.

Please continue to support malls, shops, and shows

throughout Colorado and adjoining states.  And if you trav-

el farther, don’t hesitate to shop during your visit.  Some-

thing might just tumble your interest.

Tumbling Tumblers, a Personal Journey

Olde Towne Littleton

Show

Continued from page 1
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So. Broadway, Denver

Alluring

Inspired

Historic

Antique Row
Broadway

D oll s  and  t o y s  ar e  ou r  pa s s i on  a t  

Turn  o f  t h e  C en tu ry  Ant i qu e s  

Colorado’s Best Selection of  Quality

Victorian Oak and Walnut Furniture

Lamps, Clocks, Pictures
4500 sq. ft. Chock Full of  High Quality

303-777-8908
1449 So. Broadway, Denver, CO 80210

Hours: Monday - Saturday

11:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

CORKY’S ANTIQUES

Subscribe to the Collector
1 year (12 issues) $18.00

2 years (24 issues) $32.00

3 years (36 issues) $45.00

Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Return to: Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Box 1003, Bailey, CO  80421-1003

Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.
Outside North America $70.00 per year. 

No refunds.

Make check payable to Spree Publishing.

Antiques & Decorative Accessories
Original Art, Vintage, Lighting, Crystal  & Silver

Hand-painted Furniture, Rugs
1462 S. Broadway, Denver, CO 80210



Colorado is the state that has
been calling you to discover its
riches. Colorado has so many
places of natural beauty and his-
toric interest it seems unfair to
name a single city in it to visit.
Denver is an incredible destination.
It is famous for its beautiful weath-
er and fresh air. You can see lofty
mountain peaks from anywhere
you stand. Do you like the idea of a “staycation”? Let me
suggest you visit Colorado Springs. It is located about 60
miles south of Denver. Many people go there for its mild
climate and drink the pure water from the mineral springs.
Colorado Springs was established as a resort in 1871 by
the president of the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad, and
tourism has been one of its leading businesses ever since.
Pike National Forest, dominated by Pikes Peak, lies to the
west. The view of the mountains is spectacular. Here are
five historic places in Colorado Springs to see.

1. Colorado
Springs Fine
Arts Center is
located on the
same city block
as the Ameri-
can Numismat-
ic Association
and the campus
of Colorado
College. In
1936 Alice
Bemis Taylor
c o n t r i b u t e d
$600,000 and
funded its con-
struction dur-
ing the Great

Depression on property owned by the Broadmoor Art
Academy. Taylor donated her extensive Indian and His-
panic art and her collection of 6,000 volumes of Ameri-
cana. Here you can see a display of American art ranging
from Native American prehistoric works to drawings,
paintings, and sculpture by contemporary artists. Euro-
pean, South American, Pacific, Asian, and African collec-
tions have been displayed. The center’s program has in-

cluded art classes, lectures, special exhibits, and plays.
For details, see http://www.csfineartscenter.org.

2. May Natural History Museum of the Tropics is a
fascinating place. It has the world's largest private insect
collection. The mounted insects include everything from
tarantulas to Indian moths with 10-inch wingspans. For
over 80 years, May Museum founder James May traveled
the world finding over 100,000 fascinating specimens. Lo-
cally, it is known as the “Bug Museum.” For details, see
https://coloradospringsbugmuseum.com. 

3. Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum is a granite
building with a domed clock tower, the El Paso County
Courthouse building from 1903 to 1973. The museum has
fine arts, artifacts, and archival collections that document
the Pikes Peak region since its exploration in 1806. The
building is on the National Register of Historic Places.
Exhibits include American carriages, pressed glass, por-
traits, photographs, smoking pipes, minerals, and Pueblo
Indian relics. For detail, see: http://www.cspm.org.

4. U.S. Air Force Academy is as modern as the space
age. It is a complex of aluminum, glass, and marble build-
ings backed by towering mountains. In 1954 the United
States Air Force chose Colorado Springs as the site of an
academy to train future officer of the Air Force. The Acad-
emy is one of the largest tourist attractions in Colorado,
attracting approximately a million visitors each year. It
has a multipurpose sports arena where visitors can watch
the cadets playing sports and parading. The Academy also
presents shows at the planetarium. Cadet Chapel is a mod-
ern building topped by 17 gleaming aluminum spires. For
details, see http://www.usafa.af.mil. 

5. Old Colorado City is a national historic district in
Colorado Springs. Founded in 1859, it was the original
capital of the Colorado Territory.  In 1917, Colorado City
was annexed by the fast-growing, neighboring Colorado
Springs. The Historic District maintains its 19th-century
"Wild West" ambiance. Old Colorado City has a shopping
district featuring dozens of independently owned art galleries,
boutiques,
restaurants
and unique
attractions,
which in-
c l u d e
S i m p i c h
S h o w c a s e
and Magic
Town, at
The Michael
G a r m a n
M u s e u m
and Gallery.

The Appraiser’s Diary
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Visit Colorado Springs 

Rachel Hoffman
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Starr Antiques
Featuring Colonial and Federal Period furni-

ture and accessories.

Discover how accenting with a fine piece, big

or small, can give your home that extra panache:

The sophisticated design of Folk Art, the "hand"

in stoneware jugs, the patience of quilts, porce-

lain that traveled 2,000 miles from China 200

years ago, handmade furniture from craftsmen with decades of apprenticeship,

silver candlesticks from Colonial America, portraits as the keepers of memory.

Consignment of select pieces, 

whether from individuals or estates, are welcome.

Open Wed.-Sat. 11-4., Sun. 12-4

(303) 399-4537

starrantiques.com

1560 So. Broadway, Denver
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Over 70 dealers with a wide variety of antiques, vintage furnish-

ings, glassware, jewelry, collectibles, primitives, shabby chic,

Western, Native American, home decor & more...

Arvada

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd. ,  Suite130, Arvada, CO 80003

2 Miles North of I-70 on Wadsworth, N.E. Corner of 64th and Wadsworth

www.homesteadantiquemall.net

720-484-3644 Open 7 Days a Week, 10am - 6pm

Best of  Arvada
Best Antique Mall in Arvada



but today people understand that if you buy quality antique
furniture it will last you many, many years. The most impor-
tant thing is to have the  highest quality goods. our success
rate is very, very high. People know that when they purchase
our furniture it will last so our repeat business is very excel-
lent. "

Behind the main showroom they have a storeroom and
above it the shop, 12,000 square feet in all. Next to the store
they have the 5000 square foot warehouse packed to the ceil-
ing with European antiques not ready for the showroom yet.  

The furniture they get from Europe needs to acclimate to
the climate. Europe is very moist in comparison to Colorado
so the furniture needs to dry out and then be restored, stripped,
waxed, refinished or repainted. "Whatever it needs," he ex-
plains, “It starts in our warehouse then goes to our workshop
and finally it is ready for the showroom or the customer to
take home."

One of the reasons for their success is that each piece is
hand selected by Henrik and then is hand-restored to be a
functional piece. So it isn't good enough for it to be just beau-
tiful it must also be functional and durable.

"It also means that
sometimes you find a
table that is too high," he
explains. "They need to
be 30" high so we have
this great piece that
doesn't work so we cut it
down so it becomes
functional. Some pieces
are too short to be a reg-
ular table, we may cut it
down to be a coffee
table. It must have func-
tionality."

He continues, "We
usually have to restore
every single piece al-
though we sell an occa-

sional piece unrestored. We have five people who do all our
restoring and we also do a lot of custom restoring. The restora-
tions are generally major, due to the quality. The construction
must be strong so it is useable and will last. And then we must
finish it properly, wax and shellac or polish or paint, every
piece must be restored so it can be used and is of the highest
quality."

"Our job is not to make it new but to create it so that it
can be used in a purposeful way daily and last as if it were
new. It takes us at least a month to get a shipment ready for
our customers."

The warehouse is packed to the ceiling waiting for peo-
ple to buy or for the pieces to be restored. Every day, people
come to the warehouse to find a hidden treasure and they buy
them and return time after time. The warehouse is organized
so people can easily find what they want. It is packed in four
layers high.

The main store holds  over 12,000 square feet of restored,
finished, and pristine pieces. They take a unique piece of fur-
niture and restore to its original integrity and beauty. Scandi-
navian  Antiques is one of the finest antique furniture busi-
nesses in America  and at affordable  prices.

Located at 1760 S. Broadway, Scandinavian Antiques
is open Monday to Saturday, 10 to 5. For more informa-
tion, call 303-722-2541 or go to www.scanantiques.com.
Or just stop by and absorb this wonderful collection of
European treasures.
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Westminster

Wed.-Sat. 10 am - 6 pm
Sunday noon - 5 pm

European Shipment

Scandinavian Shipment 
Full of Quality Antiques

Continued from page 1
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Lakewood

FAMILY THRIFT ANTIQUES and COLLECTIBLES
8000 W. Jewell Ave. 

Lakewood, CO 80232
Mon. thru Sat. 10 - 6 • 303-947-5066

FAMILYTHRIFTSTORE2131@yahoo.com

Great Prices on
Fine Antiques and 

Collectibles
Search our Thrift Store 
for Hidden Treasures
Over 50,000 postcards 

and collectibles

A Wide Variety of Furniture

and Collectibles, Artwork,

Primitives, Glassware, Comics,

Jewelry and Watches, 

Home Decor and Much More

Community Flea Market

FREE 

No Vendor Charges or Fees

Saturday, 10 - 4 

Estate Auctions
8032 W. Jewell Avenue, Lakewood CO 80232

familyestateauctions.com

303-953-2087
NOW TAKING CONSIGNMENT FOR OUR NEXT AUCTION 

INDIVIDUAL PIECES OR AN ENTIRE ESTATE

ONLY 25% CONSIGNMENT FEE. CALL WITH ANY QUESTIONS.
CROSS ROADS ARE WADSWORTH AND JEWELL! WE ARE LOCATED IN THE SHOPPING CENTER ACROSS

FROM WENDY’S NEXT TO MAGILL’S ICE CREAM AND THE FAMILIY THRIFT STORE AND ANTIQUES.

AUCTION SALE SUNDAYS, 
SEPTEMBER 11 & 18

OPEN AT 10 A.M., AUCTION WILL START AT 11 A.M. 
PREVIEW IS SATURDAY 11 A.M. TO 3 P.M.

Open to the Public



Rene of Rene's Maison Des Fleurs has been
looking for a store location on South Broadway for a
long time. He finally found the space that he wanted
and it became available. Rene moved in and opened
his florist/antique business on August 5, 2016. Watch
for his grand opening in mid September. The shop is
located at 1462 S. Broadway in Denver.

The new shop is a little over 900 square feet
but looks much larger. Beside providing flowers
and plants for your loved ones, the shop also beau-
tifully displays and sells fine antiques. Rene car-
ries mostly vintage items and furniture which is
more European with a focus on French and Asian styles. It is an extraordinary sampling
of antiques.

You will also find an assortment of French linens and scented candles and a wide
range of quality furnishings and unique decor items. His furniture collection includes
fine English and French pieces with a large focus on mahogany and rosewood.

You will also find at Rene's a large selection of unique glassware, mostly vintage,
as well as original paintings, with a fine selection by local artists. Rene also has an ex-
cellent selection of vintage and antique prints and etchings. If you are looking for some
very unique vintage and antique pieces or if you are thinking of sending flowers or plants
for any season or event, Rene's Maison Des Fleurs will take special care of you. Stop by
or visit www.RenesMaisondesfleurs.com online to select exactly what you want. Rene is
a first rate full service florist who also offers great antiques and decorative accessories
including original art, vintage lighting, hand painted furniture, rugs as well as crystals
and silvers.

For more information, call Rene at 303-733-1978 or stop by and visit him at 1462
S. Broadway. You’ll be glad you did.
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Around Town

Antique dealers, shows and shops, if you have news, sales or important informa-

tion you want to share with the antique community call Jon DeStefano at

720-276-2777 or go to jondestef@gmail.com. Deadline is the 20th of each month. 

Lakewood

Jenny’s Junk Emporium
High-end Collectibles 

(despite what the name may imply). 
Steam engines, locomotives, trains, crystal, china, jewelry,

vintage and small unique collectible finds.

Consignments and Layaways

Jenny & Bill Andrus
6625 W. Mississippi Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80226

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

303-570-1590
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Rene’s moves to South broadway



By Anne Gilbert

It continues to amaze me how dealers are able to pass off French furniture reproductions as
authentic Louis X1V. XV and XV1 or as 19th century. Sorry I can’t tell you who without getting
sued. However, they are at the fancy big city antiques shows. It’s the snob appeal I guess of pay-
ing several thousand dollars for a supposedly rare example. While many were made in the 19th

century, they are still being made.
There’s big money involved. For in-
stance, an authentic piece can fetch
$50,000 and up at auctions like
Sotheby’s and Christie’s. 

Reproductions and down-right
fakes of the glitz and gilt Louis
pieces always find buyers even
though the ormolu (gilt bronze) is
really gilded white metal. Part of
their success is that they create an
image of wealth and royalty. When
seen by a wealthy non-collector it is
assumed they’re straight from royalty.

Among the first reproductions of 18th century French furniture were the pieces made in Rus-
sia around 1800. They were often made by the serfs for the nobility or by imported French cabinet
makers,

In the late 19th century, interest in 18th century French furniture was revived as Victorian ro-
coco, along with reproductions following the styles of the 18 century master craftsmen (ebenistes.)
There are still plenty of these around.

CLUES: Take a deep sniff inside the drawer of a supposedly antique piece, any piece. It will
have a new wood smell. I remember doing an appraisal for a wealthy client who had a gilt covered
Louis-type cabinet she had paid a fortune for. The wood smelled fresh. The last I heard she took
the dealer to court.

Signatures don’t always mean authenticity. In the 18th century members of the Persian guilds
had to sign their names or stamp them on pieces made between 1743 and 1790, often adding the
mark of their business. By the turn-of-the-century many fakers put either phony signatures or the
names of craftsmen who didn’t work during the period the piece was supposedly made.

When it comes to buying an upholstered piece have a corner of the fabric stripped to check
construction. That’s what a dealer would do.

Reproductions are a slightly different scale than period pieces. Many buyers don’t know
they’ve been had till they get an appraisal for insurance or to sell it. If you buy from a fancy deal-
er be sure to get a letter of provenance and a money back guarantee.  

PHOTO CAPTION: French commode Louis XV (1740)
PHOTO CREDIT: Sotheby’s Auctions, N.Y.
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Antique Detective

Sterling, Colorado

OLD WAREHOUSEOLD WAREHOUSE
ANTIQUESANTIQUES
Sterling, Colorado

Heirloom  & Investment Quality Antiques
Specializing in Oak & Walnut Furniture,
Clocks, Lighting, Fine Glass, Primitives

326 North Front Street
(1/2 block N. Under Chestnut Street Overpass)

Open monday through Friday 10:00 to 5:30 

Saturday 10 to 5:30 by chance or appointment

970-522-3145970-522-3145

Denver

SIX FIFTY ANTIQUES
(in the Art District on Santa Fe)

870 N. Santa Fe, Denver, CO 80204
A wide selection of quality mid century 

modern, vintage and antique furnishings, 

lighting, collectibles and art

Limited Dealer Space Available • Call now 720-561-9278

Like us on facebook www.650antiques.com

Hours: 10:30 to 5:30 Tuesday-Saturday, 11-4 Sunday, Closed Monday

Denver

September 12-17 Fall Sale

French Furniture Fakery Has never Stopped
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Show Photo Essay

H ei r l o om s  
An t i qu e  Ma l l

1947 S. Havana, Aurora, CO 80014
303-337-6880

14,000 square feet of Memories
Limited Case Space Available

To help small businesses, 
avoid big bank fees, use cash.

Monday - Saturday 10-6
Sunday 11-5

heirloomsantiquemallaurora.com

Aurora
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1464 Antiques has moved to larger 
location @ LVS Antiques, 530 Kimbark

Street, Longmont, CO 80501

303-834-8177

Longmont

Antiques at the Hangar September 23-25
Pictured are several photos from dealers in the

Antiques at the Hangar Show.

Clay Basket Eclectic

White Rose

White Rose

Eclectic Evans Antiques Hands of Time

Gladding McBean Elephant Vintage Textiles
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WANTED

WANTED: PRE-1965 SEW-
ING PATTERNS, black &

white photo snapshots.

Dorothy, 720-394-7344 (9-15)

WANTED: OLD GUMBALL
PEANUT AND MATCH MA-
CHINES. Jeff, 303-775-3250

(1-15)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES
WANTED, 303-792-2450.

(5-15)

WANTED: AUTOGRAPHS,
famous people, letters, pho-

tographs, signed books.

Bought, sold, appraised.

561-315-3522. (12/15)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: FLORENCE:
8932 sq. ft. BUILDING
FOR SALE, $269,000.
Curently Iron Gate... Call
Suzi, 719-242-7537.

FOR SALE: WORKING
1890’s PRINTING PRESS.
Chandler Price 40” fly-
w h e e l / t r a y s / r o l l e r s .
$3500.00 OBO Steve
Rush, 970-596-0824 SW
Colorado (8/16)

F O R   S A L E   1 9 5 0 s
FRIGIDAIRE ELECTRIC
RANGE. Needs minor repair
and cleaning. 719-660-9054
(1/16)

FOR SALE: BLUE/PINK
CURRIER & IVES CHINA
and GLASSWARE Must sell
large selection including
serving pieces. Prices re-

duced. 303-798-0805. (1/16)

DEALERS
DEALERS WANTED: 650
ANTIQUES in the middle of
the amazing Santa Fe Art
District. Numerous options to
meet your needs. Contact
Lynne at 720-561-9278. 

1407 SOUTH BROADWAY
1625' shop available on vi-
brant diverse block.  300' ad-
ditional storage, reserved
parking at back door.  25K
cars daily, stoplight, new
streetscaping.  $1800/month
plus utilities.  Betsy: 303-777-
0848, 303-981-5950, bc-
tournier@aol. com

DEALER SPACES AVAIL-
ABLE Want to get into  the
Antiques business?  Want
to expand existing busi-
ness?  Join Downtown Col-
orado Springs’ Oldest &
Largest Award Winning An-
tique Mall.  Premium floor
spaces & cases available.
Friendly & helpful staff.
Open Daily.  Stop by or call,
719-633-6070.  Antique
Gallery, 117 South Wah-
satch Ave.

CLUBS
D O   Y O U   L O V E   A N -
TIQUES, Collectibles, Art
and History? Questers is
the Club for you! Contact:
OFWANTIQUES@gmail
.com, 970-226-4432.
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Always

Buying

Brighton

Complete Antique
Restoration Available

Full Line of
Antiques &
Collectibles

(1/2 Blk. No. of Bridge & Main)
Brighton, CO 80601

303-659-7516

24 North Main  

W A N T E D
WANTED: Older
style gas ranges,
1920s-50s ie Cham-
bers, O’Keeffe and
Merritt, others, no
electrics 303-779-
0073 (01-07)

WANTED: Antique Heating
and Cooking Stoves, or-
nate, 303-779-0073. (01-07)

WANTED: 
TOY AIRPLANES (TMD);
factory display models;
built up plastic models. Call
Walt, 970-204-0499 ( 1-10)

WANTED: PILLIN POT-
TERY, 303-477-3923. (5-10)

WANTED: MODEL AIR-
PLANES, kits, engines, race
cars. 303-422-0408 (12-07)

WANTED: OLD VENDING
MACHINES, gumball, pea-
nut, matches, cigarette and
etc. Call Jeff (303) 775-
3250. (11-09)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES
WANTED, 303-792-2450.
(4-10)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Antique secre-
tary box circa 1850—brass
bound teak—rare-excellent
condition—$2100, set of 2
vaseline glass candle hold-
ers—short, curled base—
$150, small oil lamp circa
1800—green with white flow-
ers—never used—$150,
Royal Copenhagen tea set—
open lace pattern—num-
bered—4 pieces—hard to
find, Many McCoy pieces—

mostly flower pots—vase—
bedside bowl and pitcher set,
lg, Antique Singer sewing
machine with case, Cut
glass, 303-838-3643. Email:
jgf3643@hotmail.com

FOR SALE: A.B. Dick 310
offset press, 111 plate
maker, Michael’s collator,
Schaefer cast iron wax
melter, manuals, misc parts.
$100.00 takes all. 719-647-
8867. Pueblo West. (12-09)

DOULTON’S BOWL/
PITCHER Fontainbleau
Burslem pitcher good condi-
tion O3068K bowl small
crack $1,000 OBO 303-659-
0748. (01/10)

DEALERS
R O C K Y M O U N T A I N
ANTIQUES IN LOVELAND
wants dealers w/toys, clocks,
watches, quality knives &
razors, tools, other neat stuff.
Low rent. 970-669-7440.

DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Serendipity Mercan-
tile, Longmont, Colorado.
large building, room for more
dealers. Great parking! Call
303-776-8511. 

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to or
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

RETAIL FOR LEASE, 1400
block South Broadway, 3
spaces, 1300 to 2500 square
feet, each with storage.
Betsy 303-777-0848, bc
tournier@aol.com (08/09) 

SERVICES
BUY OR SELL ANTIQUE
BUSINESS! Licensed bro-
ker to bring together buyers
and sellers. We package
trade names, inventory,
customer lists, Real Estate
leases and sales, and cre-
ative financing and ex-
changes. 303-913-3355
www.Traylorhomes.com
Business Opportunities

C H I P S A N D P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain
repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
Sari, 303-623-4217 or
email chipsandpieces @
yahoo.com

EXPERT silver and met-
als repairs restoration.
Appraisals for insurance.
720-939-9373, nat_mx6
@hotmail.com (3-07) Lyons

Spree Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 1003
Bailey, CO 80421

WESTERN
COLLECTIONS FOR

SALE
Metal horse statues, Roy
Rogers collection. Other

Western
stars items,

Dixie 
Premiums,
movie cow-

boy and
rodeo post
cards, sad-

dles, horses, etc. on
plates, ladies with horse

calendars, Tom Beecham
convas type prints 

in frames. 
Horses on scarves 

collection, horses on
hankies collection. West-
ern neckties collection.

More items too numerous
to mention. 

Serious inquiries only!

303-432-7223

Dan’s 
Painting,

Remodeling
Wallpaper Removal,

Dry Wall Repair, Water
Damage Repair
Acoustic/Ceiling 

Removal

303-922-0792

Advertise
in the Moun-
tain States
Collector.        

Reach the
t h o u s a n d s
of antique
c o l l e c t o r s
and afficionados that enjoy
this 37 year old newspaper
devoted to the collector and to
the antique buff. 

Call 303-674-1253 for more
information.

Get more
bang for your
buck!

Drop us a line. 
We’d love to hear from you.
Our address is: P.O. Box 1003

Bailey, CO 80421
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repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
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yahoo.com
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Acoustic/Ceiling 
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We’d love to hear from you.
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Colorado Springs

CLASSIFIED ADS:

“We Haul It All”
Lowest prices guaranteed

Git Rid of It CO - Junk
Removal and Hauling

720-339-6944
Call or email for 
free estimates

www.gitridofitco.com
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At 2150 WEST GARDEN OF THE GODS RD.
v The Ultimate Shopping Experience v

Colorado Springs’  Premier Indoor Market Featuring

New, Vintage & Upcycled Goods!

Furniture, 
Home Decor, Antiques, 

Collectibles, 
Accessories, and 
So Much More

Colorado’sColorado’s
LargestLargest

Selection Selection 
of:of:
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Evergreen

Dealer Feature

By Jon DeStefano

September is that time of the year when thousands of
Coloradans head up I-70 to ski country on their annual
trek to view one of the great natural events: the spectacu-
lar changing of the colors especially of the Aspens. This
year on your way up or back stop at the Floyd Hill exit
and visit Ski Country Antiques and Home and see Col-
orado's  finest selection of incredible antiques and home
decor and wish Sharna Coors and her Ski Country team a
happy fifth anniversary.  

It was just five years ago when Sharna received a call
from the previous owner of Ski Country Antiques, asking
her, "Wouldn't you like to buy this store?" The store had
been closed for a couple of years and the sellers were mo-
tivated. Sure enough Heidi, Sharna's daughter, had en-
couraged her to buy the store and Sharna concluded, "Yes
this is something we could do."

Sharna's son Michael recommended that they hire
Maggie Erickson as store manager. Maggie, who had great

experience buying and merchandising for a garden center,
had no experience with antiques.

"It was the best recommendation. We hired Maggie
right off the bat and she was and is the best person we
could have. She has grown the business and I have had so
much fun watching her grow."

Sharna's daughter Heidi has scaled back, and is no
longer involved in the day to day operation but Sharna has
a great team at Ski Country, Maggie, of course, and her
husband Tim, Denise and Lisa who have all been on board
since early in the business. The consistency of the staff
has made a huge difference to customers. The business
was originally called Ski Country Antiques and they added
"and home" to it because "home decor is such a big part
of what we do."

The greatest challenge was learning everything from
scratch. Maggie developed expertise in home decor while
Sharna and Heidi added the antique expertise to the equa-
tion. "We don't get in each other's areas unless one of us
sees something exceptional and then I call Maggie, for ex-

ample, and say, Maggie can you find this." 
"You need both parts, they are very different but they

are a good match. The antiques and decor really fit togeth-
er and we have done well with them."

Sharna enjoys the antique part and takes a European
buying trip once a year. She attributes much of their suc-
cess to a buyer she found in Amsterdam who understands
what they want and expect and has "gotten our flavor. She
runs around and finds items for us."

"Maggie on the other hand is constantly buying.
Home decor is very seasonal. Maggie does an exceptional
job and I am very pleased," says Sharna.

The hardest part for Sharna and Maggie was the be-
ginning of the business because the store had been closed
a few years and it took awhile to rebuild the customer base
and get the traffic they need. 

Maggie adds, "The store was hard to fill because the
store was so big approximately 20,000 square feet and we
thought we would never fill it. Now we bring in some-
thing new wondering where are we going to put it." Shar-
na adds, "It's a good problem."

"What we learned about buying is how to pick the
right things, understanding what people like and really get
to understand our customers and learn from them," Mag-
gie explained.

Sharna said,"With the antiques we learned to be pa-
tient. Sometimes a regular customer finds something they
have seen for a long time but suddenly they fall in love
with it. It has taken them awhile to re-discover it. The
small antiques and home decor go out of here daily and it
is a very steady flow. It keeps us afloat from day to day.
You must be patient."

June through summer and the last half of the year is
best for business for them. In the summer the tourist busi-
ness is tremendous and their regular repeat customers are
steady all year as well as business from the local commu-
nities near the shop. 

Ski Country Antiques and Home Celebrates �� 
� � � 	 � � � � � 
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I-70 Floyd Hill

exit

West on Frontage

Road

www.SkiCountry

Antiques.com

Come see our 

incredible 

selection of

Antiques & 
Home Decor

Hours: Sun. 12-5 p.m.

MTWFS, 10-5 p.m.

Closed Thursdays
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Pine Emporium
16714 Pine Valley Rd.
Pine, Colorado 80470
303-838-5150

bobaaac@aol.com Pine
Antiques, Gifts, Art Gallery, Tom Clark

Gnomes, Jewelry, Furniture, Vintage Fabric,
Clothes, Books, Glassware, Collectbles.

OPEN: Friday, Saturday and Sunday
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410 Collectibles
Located in South Golden at 16399 S. Golden Road, Golden, CO 80401

303-548-3476 totalspeedracer@gmail.com

Antiques, collectibles, hand-crafted items, primitives, cameras, 

Southwest Indian Kachina's and pottery, one-of-a-kind artwork, 

furniture, and other quality gifts and rare items. 

Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed. 10-6, Thurs., Fri., Sat. 12-7

Check out our store on eBay: http://stores.ebay.com/fourtencollectibles

Golden

Five Incredible Years
"We were fortunate,"

Sharna adds, "we started
when business was near the
bottom and it just kept get-
ting better and continues to
do so. We have graphed our
growth and each year has
been better than the previous
year."

For Sharna her favorite
thing has been working with
the customers and develop-
ing strong relationships. But
the people she feels strongest
about is her exceptional
staff. She explains what a
great joy it is for her to watch them develop and grow. She has a "great team."

Maggie loves the merchandising, getting to change different parts of the store, fo-
cusing on the seasonal items and times and constantly having to get new pieces and
items. Changing the look and feel regularly always gives customers a sense of freshness
and newness.

"It is kind of like having a 20,000 square foot doll house, they both agree. It's just
fun."

Something new they have been doing that has helped their business this last year is
online selling which they have been
doing on two online platforms First
Dibs and Ruby Lane. Although it has
been challenging it has also provided
great new exposure.

One of the most interesting aspects
of what they have accomplished with
their business is the high regard many
people in the antique community hold
for them. And no wonder Ski Country
Antiques and Home is in a class by it-
self, a very unique and wonderful an-
tique and home deco business. 
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We take great 
pride in being a

“great little town” 
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

 

       

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstrations 
Weekends in January

115 East Main 719-372-6677
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We take great
pride in being a

“great little town”
where you’re a

stranger only once!
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We take great 
pride in being a

“great little town” 
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

 

       

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstrations 
Weekends in January

115 East Main 719-372-6677

	���������������
���������������������	����	
��	���

����
�����������
����	�������������	�������������
�������������������������������
��

����
���������������������������

�����	�������� �
���������
�	� ���	���	���

���	� �� �	�����

���	��� � ���	 � ������

��	�	� �����	� �

������	�� ����� ���	�

�

�
�

� �

� 3 �

�

� �

�

3 � �
�

� �

� �

� �

�
�
�

�

�
�

�
�
�

�
� � �

�

�

�
�

� �

�
� � ��

�

�
� � �

� �
�

� �
� �
� � � �

�

� �

�

�

We take great
pride in being a

“great little town”
where you’re a

stranger only once!
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It’s that time
again…

By Sandy Dale

It is a cool morning here in Florence, the

first in a while, so I decided to take a walk

downtown.  The long morning shadows spread

across mostly-empty Main Street with a bus-

tle of cars and activity just in front of True

Value Hardware.  It’s great to still have our

hardware store downtown. 

In the next block, the two cafes on either

side of the street are hosting their breakfast

regulars.  I can smell the bacon and coffee as

I walk by.

Now I see Larry across the street putting

out his usual array of furniture, treasures and

old signs. And there’s Peg watering the

planters in front of her shop.  I wonder if she

has a few extra basil leaves.  I think I’ll sit here

at the little iron table in front of Heartland An-

tiques under the arch covered in clematis.   It’s

one of the best places to watch our little town

wake up in the morning. 

A small group of shop owners has gath-

ered in front of Legends and Lace.  I suspect

they’re talking about the new handmade fur-

niture shop and the new Lorelei’s Designs &

Antique Mall opening soon.  Maybe they’re

making plans for   Pioneer Day Weekend, a

big do here in Florence, this year the 89th on

September 16-18.  

I  always look for-

ward to Pioneer Day

Junktique, antique and

etcetera booths on the

street on Friday and

Saturday.  There’s a parade on Saturday morn-

ing and, if the rumors are correct, a major film

company will be shooting a movie during the

parade.  Guess we’ll have to get our sidewalk

seats for the parade early.  

I think I could sit here all day sipping my

Pour House coffee, but the shops are opening,

the parking places are filling up, and I’d bet-

ter go send this in so I don’t hold up the press-

es.  As I walk home, I see a few golden leaves

tucked way up high in one of the cottonwood

trees...  And two brown oak leaves on the side-

walk, wet from last night’s rain.  Yep, it’s that

time again…  

Polish Pottery and Vintage Linens

400 West Main Street

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10-5 Sunday 1-5

www.williesantiques.com

Antique 

Warehouse
Vintage Lighting & Western Accoutrements

110 E. Main Street, 

Florence, CO 81226

719-372-1016

By Anne Gilbert

When the Richard Wright doll collection is auctioned off
at Skinner’s Auction Gallery October 10 in Marlborough,
Massachusetts, some dating to the 18th century many types
will be offered. They range from a large Queen Anne doll in
a mahogany and veneered display case, c. 1720 with an esti-
mate of $50,000/70,000 to a small, papier-mâché, German
doll, c.1840 estimated at $800/1,200.

Of special interest are two "fashion" dolls. Both by Mme
Rohmer, France, c. 1865 and 1870. Also offered is a fashion
doll accessory kit, c. 1870. It has an estimate of $400/600.
Over the last decade they have been rediscovered by collec-
tors. Even recent examples such as the Barbie dolls with their
wardrobes and the Madame Alexander fashion dolls have
become serious collectibles.

From the 15th into the 18th century elegantly dressed
"lady" or "fashion" dolls were popular. They were designed
as adult figures. The first fashion "baby doll" was made
around 1710. Actually they are not a type of doll but a func-
tional use of them. However, any type of doll could be
dressed in the latest adult or children’s fashion and travel to
show off the latest fashions. It was so important to European
nobility that the dolls were passed from court to court even
when the countries were at war.

By the 19th century doll makers used their most expen-
sive models dressed in Paris fashions around the world.
Among them Jumeau, Bru, Roch and others. Heads were of a
variety of materials from bisque to china heads made by the
famous French porcelain firm Sevres.

In the 1930s American made fashion dolls captured
the market with dolls that could perform various func-
tions. Eyes would open and shut: dolls could drink

water and even wet themselves.
CLUES: If an antique fashion doll can be attributed to a

known maker the price goes up. When found these days they
are usually wearing only a string of beads. It was Madame
Alexander who created "grown up" fashion dolls in 1952,
changing the look of American dolls. Her dolls were dressed
in "high fashion" using quality materials. She created "Cissie"
in the 1950s, the first full-figured adult figure fashion doll.

Of course, the most popular fashion doll of all time was
created when Barbie® made her debut as a Mattel Toy in
1959. Also introduced in the 50s(1956) was the Ideal Toy
Corporation’s "Miss Revlon" doll. She was among the first
dolls to have high-heeled feet and the figure of an adult
woman.

Discoveries of early fashion dolls are still being made.
Research the many books on the subject so you know what

they look like and get acquainted with specialized doll auc-
tions such as Theriaults, online and collector auctions held by
Skinner.
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Sedalia
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www.florencebrewing.com

Antique Capital of Colorado

Heartland Antiques
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We Buy and Sell Antiques
Large Selection of High End
Antiques & Collectibles

122 W. Main St. Florence, CO

719-784-0777 • 303-888-8917
Keith & Elsie Ore
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We had no correct answers for last month’s What Is
It. The picture is of a badge used by union workers from
the Baltimore C.I.O. Since we did the Labor Day article
in September we thought it would be a good What Is It.

Why not try your luck with the September’s What Is
It. Hint: It was used in the American Revolution. It was
used between 1778 and 1824. Made in the United States.
Made of iron. Good luck!
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Contest

September’s What Is It?
Send your answers to

the What Is It  contest,

postmarked by Septem-

ber 20, to the Mountain

States Collector ,  P.O.

Box 1003,  Bailey, CO

80421. Three winners

will be drawn. Winners

receive a year ’s sub-

scription to the Moun-

tain States Collector.
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Northglenn Loveland

Open 7 days a week 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

3816 W. Eisenhower Blvd.
Loveland / 970-669-7440

WWW.Rockymountain
antiques.net

Keenesburg — 
Antique Capitol of weld County
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By Anne Gilbert

Q. I remember my grandmother keeping jewelry in
this box when I was a child. It has a raised leaf design sur-
round a circular portrait of a woman. On the bottom is a an
oval shaped design with a B & W in the center. It is some
kind of metal, possibly brass or copper. What can you tell
me about it?

K.C. -Shawnee, KS
A. From your photo you appear to have a Victorian,

cast metal glove box with a celluloid cameo. They were
popular from the 1890s to around 1910. Similar examples
can sell in shops for several hundred dollars.

Q. My mother-in law gave me a Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs rug she got in the 1930s. It was made in
Italy. Any idea of value ?
H.P.-

A. Prices vary, but it could sell for over $200.
Q. What can you tell me about the Czechoslovakian

tea set with Spanish marks? On the bottom it says "Fabri-
cada en Alp Choslovagia."

M.
A. Czechoslovakian tea sets and other pieces made of

porcelain and semi-porcelain were exported to many coun-
tries, including Spain, which explains the markings on
your tea set.

Q. I bought this colorful Oriental plate in a Florida
thrift shop. It is 18 inches in diameter and has no marks. I
paid $25. How old is it ? Where was it made ? Did I pay
too much ?

H.C. - Pompano Beach, FL
A. You have a collector’s eye and have discovered a

mid-19th century Japanese Imari charger. Made in the
Japanese town of Arita beginning in the 17th Century, it
was named for the port of Imari-the place from where it
was shipped. The designs of textiles, chrysanthemums and
landscapes were enclosed in panels. It became so popular
that by the 18th century the Chinese copied it. So did Eng-

lish potters such as Derby, Bow, Worcester and Chelsea.
Yours could fetch $900 or more at auction.

Q. I found this painted spice bin in an antiques shop
years ago. The dealer told me it was called "tole" I have
since used it as a decorative object in my kitchen. Now I
would like to know about its history and value.

M.B.T. - Las Vegas, NV
A. Your 19th century spice bin is known as "tole" —

basically it is painted tin-ware. Regardless of how it was
finished it can be called "painted tin," "tole" or
"Japanned." In Colonial America, painted tin was import-
ed from England. By 1750, American peddlers were trav-
eling from town to town selling it. From 1790 to 1870 it
was advertised as "Japanned-ware." In good condition
yours could sell for more than $800 at auction.

Antique Detective

Antique Detective Q & A

Keenesburg

http://www.a-step-back.com

AA Step Back Step Back 
In TIn Timeime

Loveland

Open 10-5 all winter.

Come See Us in 2010.A Step Back A Step Back 

in Timein Time
Antiques and 

Collectibles

30 So. Main Street

Keenesburg, CO

303-732-9257
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10:00 to 5:00

To advertise 

in the 

Mountain

States 

Collector, 
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Jon DeStefano

at 

720-276-2777

or Spree 

Publishing at 

303-674-1253

or e-mail us at

spreepub

@mac.com

Florence

Find the best in Florence at

Heartland Antiques & GiftsHeartland Antiques & Gifts
We Buy and Sell Antiques

122 W. Main St . ,  Florence ,  CO, 719-784-0777122 W. Main St . ,  Florence ,  CO, 719-784-0777
Keith & Elsie Ore, hrtlndranch@msn.com

Great Selection of High End Antiques & Collectibles

Find  i t  i n  F l o r en c e

I-25/104th

August’s What Is It?year" midway between the Fourth of July and Thanksgiving,
and thus would fill a gap in the chronology of legal holidays.
Most research indicates that the general idea in New York,
Philadelphia, and other industrial centers was to provide for
parade to show strength and solidarity, to be followed by a
festive family picnic. 

Little by little such labor union related events spread to
other cities and came to the attention of individual state legis-
latures. States such as Colorado, Massachusetts, New Jersey,
New York, Nebraska and Pennsylvania jointed the 'parade' by
establishing Labor Day as an official holiday. 

Eventually the American Federation of Labor forecast "it
shall be as uncommon for a man to work on that day (Labor
Day) as on Independence Day." That prediction became a
reality in 1894 when the U.S. Congress passed an act making
the first Monday in September of each year a legal holiday in
the District of Columbia and all U.S. territories. 

As the 19th century came to a close Labor Day celebra-
tions, especially parades and similar outings, became wide-
spread. Likewise there were numerous decorative items pro-
duced to be wore on such occasions. Striking multi-color cel-
luloid pinback buttons were manufactured by the Whitehead
& Hoag Company and others. Typically they included a slo-
gan, ie. "The Union Is Strength", and symbol of patriotism
including the U.S. flag or an eagle along with a symbol of
unity such as a handshake. There were multi-colored ribbons
too which could be attached to the lapel of a jacket or the front
of a shirt. The wording on the ribbons might be as basic as
simply the words Labor Day or elaborate enough to show a
worker with the America flag and a hammer–all in red, white
and blue. 

Early in the 20th century, in addition to pinback buttons,

lapel ribbons and various badges, citizens could also celebrate
the holiday with postcards. Nash Publishing Company pro-
duced a set of two embossed fully illustrated Labor Day Sou-
venir postcards. One proclaimed, "labor shall refresh itself
with hope," while second declared, "Labor Conquers Every-
thing." (Indeed the image of the laborer on postcard number
two was much as image Smithsonian had earlier described, "a
lone, white, male craftsman in a mechanic's hat..." Lounsbury
Publishing did a set of four Labor Day postcards similar in
style to those by Nash. The Lounsbury titles included Makers
of Prosperity, Man in Overalls, Labor Taking a Day Off, and
Our Latest Holiday. 

According to Susan Nicholson author of The Encyclo-
pedia of Antique Postcards, the Lounsbury set was published

in more limited numbers. The fourth card of the series, Our
Latest Holiday, featuring a Labor Day parade which also
included Santa and Uncle Sam is the most highly sought of
the four. Meanwhile numerous other publishers also issued
postcards of actual Labor Days parades during the early
1900s including one in Sapulpa, Oklahoma. 

Labor Day buttons and ribbons had taken decidedly
more patriotic tone by 1917 and 1918 within the shadow of
World War One red, white and blue Labor Day ribbon dated
1918 proclaimed, "We're Behind the Man Behind the Gun."
It bore the illustration of a worker rolling up his shirt sleeves
with factory smoke stacks in the background. 

Later Labor Day parades and events also produced
memorabilia ranging from photographs of parade floats to
booklets and programs. In 1945 Victory Labor Day Rally cel-
ebrated both the efforts of organized labor and efforts of U.S.
troops in World War II. Noted the multi-paged program
issued by the Baltimore, Maryland Congress of Industrial
Unions: 

"One this day, labor's traditional holiday, we salute our
fellow trade unionists in the armed forces and merchant
marine who, scattered over the four corners of the earth, can-
not be here to share in the celebration of Labor Day." 

In 1982 Carolrhoda Books Inc. published one of the few
books devoted entirely to this particular holiday. Labor Day
by Geoffery Scott, was illustrated by Cherie Wyman and
described the origins of Labor Day including a "monster labor
festival" held in New York City a century earlier. 

While still a major American holiday, observance of
Labor Day has changed from earlier decades according to the
U.S. Department of Labor, and elaborate displays and mas-
sive parades are no longer as prevalent as they were in the
heart of the 20th century. 
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