
By Dede Horan

Several years ago, I started to collect post-
cards produced by The City Club of Denver showing images pho-
tographed by members of the Denver Camera Club.  Each time I ac-
quired one of these cards I was more intrigued with them and won-
dered why were they produced and how many different cards there
were.  I did some research and stumbled across the book, The City
Club of Denver – 1922-1997, by Barbara Gibson.  This excerpt ex-
plains the origins of the cards:

In 1930, the Denver Fine Arts Committee began to consider var-
ious projects they could undertake to promote the wide array of artis-
tic achievements in and around the city of Denver.  One idea was to
compile a group of photographs of buildings, public statuary and
views of Denver and publish them on postcards.  The postcards

would be sold at no profit to the Club,
the goal being to get “the best grade
of postal card available for purchase
by discriminating buyers.”  The com-
mittee worked jointly with the Denver
Camera Club, an organization formed
in 1922 to “stimulate and encourage
those interested in the art of photogra-
phy, and particularly pictorial photog-
raphy.”  

A number of local photographers
submitted their photos for this project.
More than 100 were assembled in a

portfolio.  With the assistance of Cyril Kay-Scott, director of the
Denver Art Museum, The Fine Arts Committee selected thirty-four
of the photographs to be used for the postcards.  Although it is stat-
ed that thirty-four images were selected for the project, only thirty-
three images are listed in the book.  The photographers who partici-
pated in the project were Clark Blickensderfer, Laura Gilpin,
Theodore Fisher, Oscar Marinoff, Harold D. Roberts, Robert R. Nel-
son, S.S. Newbury, H.M. Stanley, and R. Ewing Stiffler. 

The committee contacted several printing firms in the U.S., Lon-
don, and Munich ultimately choosing the Beck Engraving Compa-
ny of Philadelphia as producing the best quality card at a reasonable
price.  The images were printed using a photogravure process.  At
the time, color postcards were popular so many of the prints were
hand colored by artists in residence at the Beck Company.  (These
color tinted cards are similar to but not quite the quality of the Al-
bertype hand colored postcards.)  Two of the examples included here
have been tinted.

Initial funding for the project was presented as a $425 loan by
City Club member John Lowe who was committed to the project.
An order of 80,000 cards was received by the Club in July 1931 and
distributed to thirty-four shops in Denver and three in Estes Park.
All of the cards carried the seal of the City Club, which was designed
by artist, Dean Babcock.

Members of the Club received one of the postcards along with
their September 18, 1931 newsletter.  Complete sets of the colored
cards could be purchased by Club members at a special price of $1
per set or 75 cents per set if five or more were purchased.   

The postcard project publicized the City Club, provided artistic

views of the area, and
highlighted local photog-
raphers.  As stated from
the onset, the Club did not
make money on the cards.
Of the $425 loan present-
ed by Club member, John
Lowe, $325 was forgiven.
Eighty thousand of these
cards were produced, yet they are not easy to find.  Rarer yet, is a
complete set of cards in their original packaging. 

The original plan was to produce 33 (or 34) different images.
Most of these were of the Denver area with the rest being locations
around Colorado.  Then the Denver Library Board asked that post-
cards also be made of the six Denver Library Buildings which would
be sold at all the branch libraries.   So when these library images are
included the total count is 39 which is an unusual number for a set
like this.  I still wonder if that fortieth image is out there somewhere.
Maybe I’ll find it at the upcoming Denver Postcard and Paper show.   

Show times are Friday, July 15 and Saturday, July 16 at the Jef-
ferson County Fairgrounds Exhibit Hall,15200 W. 6th Ave. in Gold-
en.  Hours are 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Friday and 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 on
Saturday.  Admission is $5.00, good for both days.  Children 12 and
under are free.  Bring a copy of this article to the show to receive
$1.00 off admission.

If you’d like to see this set of postcards, stop by my booth at
the show.  If you have vintage cards you’d like to sell, please con-
tact me, Dede at 303-667-6212. See you at the show!!

By Robert Reed

At the height of the county's quest for independence and freedom
from foreign domination, America's leaders selected the eagle as its na-
tional symbol. 

Historians note that the American eagle was officially adopted in June
of 1782 by an act of the Continental Congress. It was a suitable choice. 

In writing suggestions earlier to the selection committee Philadelphia
sculptor William Rush movingly endorsed the "elegant figure" of the eagle.
Rush the artist visualized, "the American Eagle darting upon and destroy-
ing the vitals of tyranny, the shackles of despotism...and hurling them under
the feet of the Genius of America." 

To be specific the nation's choice was not just any eagle. 
The founders, for example, ultimately rejected the idea of a tradition-

al doubleheaded eagle that prior to that time had often been used as a
heraldic representation. It was simply too much in the realm of old coun-
try royalty. 

Neither would any single eagle serve the purpose. Eagles had been
used as symbols before in the Colonies, but when it came to the Great Seal
the choice centered on a particular native species the American Bald Eagle.
The term ‘bald' was a bit of a misnomer since the bird simply had white
head and tail feathers rather than the full brown coloring of other eagles. 

As officially adopted on the Great Seal the American eagle had out-
spread wings and clutched arrows in one claw while holding an olive
branch in the other. It also had a crest with 13 stars representing the 13
then existing states. 

Almost immediately, if not before, the American eagle appeared
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Nestled in the shopping center at 64th and
Wadsworth, Arvada Antique Market is hosted by
the Homestead Antique Mall which is located at
6530 Wadsworth Boulevard, Arvada Colorado.
The market starts on the 3rd Saturday of the month
starting with May and going through August.

This is Homestead Antique Mall’s second
year of hosting the Arvada Outdoor Antique Mar-
ket which has over 30 vendors participating in the
event, so one is certain to find a treasure. Each
vendor is uniquely suited to their specialty. They
have venders who specialize in everything from
shabby chic to completely restored antiques. 

There is a large selection of furniture, repur-
posed items, yard art, jewelry and just about
anything you can imagine. You can browse at
your leisure in The Great Outdoors of Colorado
then come into Homestead Antique Mall to
cool down and start the journey all over again
with over 70 dealers in air conditiond comfort.
If you didn't find anything outside in the out-
door Market, you will truly find an unforget-
table treasure inside. All the staff at Homestead
Antiques are eager to help you find that special
treasure whether it is inside or outside. 

The last two Arvada Outdoor Antique

Markets of 2016 will be held on July 16th and

August 20th. Hope to see you there!
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The American Eagle Symbol & Treasure 
By Robert Reed

At the height of the county's quest for independence and
freedom from foreign domination, America's leaders selected the
eagle as its national symbol. 

Historians note that the American eagle was officially
adopted in June of 1782 by an act of the Continental Congress. It
was a suitable choice. 

In writing suggestions earlier to the selection committee
Philadelphia sculptor William Rush movingly endorsed the "ele-
gant figure" of the eagle. Rush the artist visualized, "the Ameri-
can Eagle darting upon and destroying the vitals of tyranny, the
shackles of despotism...and hurling them under the feet of the
Genius of America." 

To be specific the nation's choice was not just any eagle. 
The founders, for example, ultimately rejected the idea of a

traditional doubleheaded eagle that prior to that time had often
been used as a heraldic representation. It was simply too much in
the realm of old country royalty. 

Neither would any single eagle serve the purpose. Eagles
had been used as symbols before in the Colonies, but when it
came to the Great Seal the choice centered on a particular native
species the American Bald Eagle. The term ‘bald' was a bit of a
misnomer since the bird simply had white head and tail feathers
rather than the full brown coloring of other eagles. 

As officially adopted on the Great Seal the American eagle
had outspread wings and clutched arrows in one claw while hold-
ing an olive branch in the other. It also had a crest with 13 stars
representing the 13 then existing states. 

Almost immediately, if not before, the American eagle
appeared everywhere in the United States as a popular and pow-
erful symbol. As the nation's first president, George Washington,
toured the states after his inauguration he was greeted at each
stop by carved and painted American eagles. 

It was carved on ship's figureheads, scratched on powder
horns, fashioned from all manner of folk art, added to flagpoles
according to observations by author Katharine McClinton. Fur-
ther it appeared on everything from hand-stitched quilts to shop
signs. Throughout the so-called Federal period it was proudly
displayed as an architectural motif and stood above doorways
and on mantle pieces inside. 

McClinton in The Complete Book of Small Antiques further
describes, the American eagle carved and inlaid on furniture of
the period, and mounted on clocks. Further it could be found,
"embroidered with gold thread on bright silk." A particular pop-
ular item during the War of 1812 in the states were cotton print-
ed kerchiefs showing the eagle emblem in a sweeping design
together with scenes of naval battles and portraits of Washington
or Thomas Jefferson. 

One especially striking example of fashionable eagle-
adorned clocks was cast in bronze with gold gilding. The early
19th century shelf clock featured the American eagle clutching
olive branches and a shield with the motto, E Pluribus Unum
inscribed on it. Standing alongside of the eagle and the clock was
George Washington. For all of this patriotic glory however, it had
been crafted in France and noted in the United States. 

"Such American symbols were added to everything from
clocks to earthenware jugs made in Europe early in the 19th cen-
tury in an attempt to appeal to the growing American market,"
notes author Erwin Christensen. Writing in The Index of Ameri-
can Design Christensen adds, "when they appeared in this coun-
try, they found eager buyers." 

When France's Marquis de Lafayette visited the United
States in the I820s he found a great deal of glassware similarity
bearing the American eagle. The glass flask, in particular, fea-

tured several different designs all starring the country's own ver-
sion of the eagle. 

By the Erie Canal ceremonies of 1825 the American eagle
emblem was wildly popular on folk art, imprints, and all manner
of souvenirs. A water keg decorated with the painted eagle was
used in dedication ceremonies and is now displayed by the New
York Historical Society. Meanwhile there was an abundance at
the time of eagle motifs on pressed-glass plates, salts, and cups.
The Sandwich Glass Company was especially prolific with the
eagle image offering in a wide range of glass that included blue,
yellow, opalescent, as well as clear white. 

The American eagle also appeared on a wealth of milk glass
covered dishes, fire-fighting helmets and other related equip-
ment, drinking glasses, wallpaper designs, and even carefully
stitched coverlets. 

The eagle appeared in furniture too. Sometimes a standing
or soaring eagle adorned a delicate candle stand, chair or table.
There was eagle-decorated pottery made in American locations
such as Pennsylvania and Ohio and also in the Staffordshire
region of England as well. A transfer decorated pitcher from Liv-
erpool, England paid tribute to Washington in 1840 bearing the
inscription, "Washington in Glory, America in Tears." It also bore
the American eagle and the seal of the United States. Beyond the
pots and pitchers, there were also butter molds and mugs, and
more. 

By the middle of the 19th century the American eagle had
made quite an impression as a weathervane on a vast number of
rooftops around the country. Often copper or zinc, or combina-
tions of both, most were of the spread wing variety. Often they
appeared perched on global orbs or metal stands. 

When the Civil War arrived in the 1860s the northern armies
carried the American eagle off to battle, often in the form a
brightly colored image on a drum. The eagle stood on various
drums of that era. Smaller drums, usually carried by drummer
boys around 12 years of age, typically bore an eagle with a shield
and a sunburst beneath it. Larger drums used for parades and cer-
emonial marches were often even more lavishly decorated with
the American eagle. 

During the Civil War the eagle also frequently had a

renewed patriotic role on decorated quilts. A cotton Civil War
memorial quilt was made by Mary Ben Shawvan of Wisconsin
for her soldier husband John Shawvan. When her husband was
killed in the battle of Chickamauga in Tennessee, Mary was left
a widow with six children and only a Civil War widow's pension.
Still the quilt with its spread wing eagle and shield among mean-
dering flower vines and perching birds was impressive. Nearly a
century and a half later the historic eagle-dominated quilt sold at
a major east coast auction house. 

During the second half of the 19th century the mighty Amer-
ican eagle was often the center of a wide range of carvings from
signs and ship's figure heads to small handheld objects. 

One of the most famed eagle carvers of that era was John
Hale Bellamy. An artist and sculptor of considerable note, Bel-
lamy's flourished in Massachusetts and later in New Hampshire.
His shop boasted the ability to "service a single order for 100
eagles" and they could be accompanied by "emblematic frames
and brackets" too. Bellamy advertised his talents at "house, ship,
furniture, sign and frame carving...furnished at short notice." 

The grand eagles created by Bellamy were usually large and
often embellished with all type of slogans from Don't Give Up
The Ship to simply Happy New Year. Typically the eagle and
U.S. flag were decorated with red. white and blue paint. Among
Bellamy's most impressive eagle carvings was an 18-foot figure-
head personally made for the U.S.S. Lancaster. 

At the other end of the carved eagle scale was now memo-
rialized folk artist Wilhelm Schimmel. At about the same time
Bellamy was carving giant-sized eagles in New England, Schim-
mel was going from town to town in Pennsylvania carving small
eagles and other animals in exchange for hand-outs or liquor.
Decades later his pine eagles shaded in brown, black, red and yel-
low became highly sought as classic examples of late 19th cen-
tury folk art. In 1890 "Old Schimmel" died in a Pennsylvania
poorhouse, and a newspaper noted, "his only occupation was
carving heads of animals out of wood, he was apparently a man
of a very surly disposition." 

Today surviving American eagles once made by the transit
Schimmel bring $15,000 to $25,000. 

As late as the 1960s, antiques historian and author McClin-
ton observed that the American eagle "is one of the most sought
after collector's items" in the country today. McClinton attributed
the fascination in part to the nation's history and the eagle's per-
sonal symbolism for individuals. 
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OLD WAGON
Antique & Collectables Mall
We have nearly 8200 sq. ft. and 87 Prebuilt
booths...just move in! (lots of booths still
available) Trophy cases, too! We now have
59 dealers and invite you to join us! 

July Move-in Special. July FREE. 
Four months rent for the cost of three.

If you are in need of space or a collectable item, come out to Northglenn and see the New Old Wagon
Antique Mall. 16 years of customers agree... You’ll
like what you see!

Open 7 days weekly (except holidays)
10685 Melody Dr., Exit I-25 @ 104th Ave. and go West

303-280-8114

Northglenn
Keenesburg

http://www.a-step-back.com

AA Step Back Step Back 
In TIn Timeime
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

303-794-8100

Miles of Aisles of Fabulous Finds. 

coloradoantiquegallery.com

Red, White 
and Blue  Sale

  

Don’t know what to give?

What’s Happening

Join KOOL 105 mid-day 
host, LaLaine for fun, 
food and prizes.

Free burritos!

RED, WHITE & 
BLUE SALE

UP TO 50% OFF
THRU
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South Broadway

50 W . Arizona Avenue 
denver, Colorado 80223 

303-744-6505

Antique Estate Sale
July 24, 11:00 a.m.

50 West Arizona, Denver, Colorado
Everything sold to highest bidder.
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8964 E. Hampden Ave., Denver

(303) 721-7992

Explore over130 Shoppes 
Under One Roof!

Like us on Facebook

Hours:
Monday  -  Thursday:  10.00 - 6.00, Friday  -

Saturday:  10.00 - 7.00, Sunday:  12.00 - 5.00 



JULY 2, AUGUST 6, SEPTEMBER 3, OCTOBER 1: A PARIS

STREET MARKET is at the Aspen Grove in Littleton, Colorado.
The 2016 Market is open from 8am to 3pm. Rain or Shine! More
information or to reserve your space in the market, call 303-877-
9457 or Email them at:tsvandel@msn.com.

JULY 9 & 10: ROCKY MOUNTAIN ANTIQUE FESTIVAL will be
held at the Ranch Events Complex, 5280 Arena Circle in Loveland, Col-
rado. Produced by Heritage Event Copany, featuring dealers from six-
teen states with 140 booths. Call 918-619-2875 or visit www.Her-
itageEventCompany .com for more information.

JULY 13: APRONS: TO SERVE &PROTECT Discussion led by
Jean Anne Wright at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West
I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be in-
terested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie
or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

JULY 15 & 16: DENVER POSTCARD & PAPER SHOW, to be held
at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds Exhibit Hall (15200 W. 6th Ave.,
Golden, Colorado, Friday 11-7, Sat. 9:30 to 4:30. $5 admission good for
both days, Contact Dede Horan at 303-667-6212 or. E-mail: Denver-
PostcardShow@comcast.net, www.facebook.com/ denver postcardshow
or www.DenverPostcardShow.com for more info.

JULY 16: ARVADA OUTDOOR ANTIQUE MARKET at Home-
stead Antiques, 6530 Wadsworth Blvd., Suite 130, Arvada, CO 80003, a

wide variety of antiques, vintage fur-
nishings, glassware, jewelry, col-
lectibles, primitives, home decor and
more, 3rd Saturday. Limited Seller
space available, email at homesteadan-
tiques1@aol.com or call 720-484-
3644. Next market: August 20.

JULY 15-17: WORLD WIDE AN-

TIQUE and VINTAGE SHOW at
the Denver Mart in the EXPO Build-
ing, 451 East 58th Avenue, Denver,
CO. For more information, go to
www.findyourantique.com. Future
show will be Oct. 14-16.

JULY 23: ANTIQUE BOTTLE

COLLECTORS OF COLORADO

SHOW, 51st Anniversary, Castle
Rock, Colorado, Douglas County
Fairgrounds at Kirk Hall, 500 Fair-

grounds Dr., Castle Rock, Colorado (1/2 Mile East of I-25 on Plum
Creek Parkway), $3.00 admission, Contact Jeff Johnson for more
information, 303-681-3776 or www.antiquebottlecollectorsofcol-
orado.com

JULY 27: DUNCAN & MILLER GLASS Discussion led by Carol
Paull at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge,
CO.  More information, or if you would be interested in doing a presen-

tation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

Upcoming Events
AUG. 10: SUMMER PALACE Discussion led by C. Yues at 2:00 p.m.
at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More in-
formation, or if you would be interested in doing a presentation in your
area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

AUG. 20: ARVADA OUTDOOR ANTIQUE MARKET at Home-
stead Antiques, 6530 Wadsworth Blvd., Suite 130, Arvada, CO
80003, a wide variety of antiques, vintage furnishings, glassware,
jewelry, collectibles, primitives, home decor and more, 3rd Satur-
day. Limited Seller space available, email at homesteadan-
tiques1@aol.com or call 720-484-3644. 

AUG. 24: ADVERTISING Discussion led by Jeff Johnson & Dan
Mayo at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat
Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be interested in doing
a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at
303-403-1677.

SEPT. 23-25: VINTAGE AT THE HANGAR, Wings Over the
Rockies Museum, Denver, Produced by Nancy Johnson Events &
Wings Museum. For more information, call 303-595-0812 or go to
wingsmuseum.org.

OCT. 14-16: WORLD WIDE ANTIQUE and VINTAGE SHOW at
the Denver Mart in the EXPO Building, 451 East 58th Avenue, Denver,

CO. For more information, go to www.findyourantique.com. 

Auctions
JULY 10th and JULY 17th: FAMILY ESTATE AUCTION,

8032 W. Jewell Avnue, Lakewood, CO 80232, auction starts at
10 a.m. Call 303-953-2087 for more info.

JULY 24: BRUHNS AUCTION GALLERY’S ESTATE AUC-

TION, 11 a.m., 50 W. Arizona Ave., Denver. (See ad on page

3.) For more information, call Tom at 303-744-6505.
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By Jon DeStefano

Heirlooms Antique Mall is celebrating its first an-
niversary on August 1st with a month long First Anniver-
sary  Sale. The August sale will feature store wide dis-
counts ranging from 10% to 25% and every dealer will be
participating in the sale. Owners Scott Davenport  and
Cliff Berry have a lot to be grateful for since they took
over Heirlooms August 1, 2015 and so do all their dealers
as the mall has been a great success. 

When you walk in the mall you instantly realize the
place has a completely different feel. While the number
of dealers have more than doubled, the space is organized
in a way where it feels much more spacious even though
they've added nearly thirty dealers and 16 cases.

One thing contributing to that feeling is that the in-
ventory is completely different which is something Scott
and Cliff and their dealers work at.

Scott adds, "We have very diverse items, more eclec-
tic stuff in here. A lot more primitives now. Altogether 45
dealers spread over 14,000 square feet, not including 16
dealers cases. 14,000 square feet of memories."

Cliff continues, "it's a combination of mid century,
vintage, primitives, industrial,  all the things people are
wanting today. Quality of inventory consists of  very dif-
ferent things people are wanting. The quality of merchan-
dise our dealers have and the very different things they
carry with each dealer trying not to duplicate what other
dealers have, creates great variety."

Scott smiles and says, "Our dealers sell the stuff you
don't need but absolutely have to have." 

Cliff chimes in, "It reminds you of the high quality

we used to have in a day gone past versus the disposable
stuff that is often being produced today. When you are in
a store like this it's hard not to remember a time in Ameri-
ca we all still long for."

They explain the Internet has changed antiquing, the
stuff that was rare you can have delivered in a day. Rare
stuff is not so rare anymore. So today it's all about pric-
ing, who has the most reasonable price.

They have retained almost all their dealers and have
only a very few limited spaces still available for the right
people. "It needs to be a good fit."

Scott explains, "We've been lucky we've retained the
previous dealers and they have understood what we have
tried to accomplish here and have stuck with us and it has
worked out better for everyone."

The dealers concur. We talked to many of them old
and new. Jane Lenze sums it up best. "I've been here four
years. Wonderful changes have taken place, I see a lot
more customers, I like the feel of it. I love the music. I

hope everybody keeps
coming in and buying. I
love being a dealer here."

Moutaz Elkaissi,  who
came in November  2015,
said, “I love it, it's great.
It's changed a lot even just
since I've been here. A lot
more dealers came in.
They have redesigned the
entire store. Variety and
selection is great and the
foot traffic is at least 3
times what it was before.”

In Heirlooms Antique
Mall you will find Native
American, military, Chi-
nese, authentic Persian
rugs, costume jewelry,
glassware, a great industri-
al section, an entire Mexi-
can section and a lot of
dealers who do a collage
of things. Dealers in Heir-

looms are very good about making sure that what they are
offering is presented differently.

Heirlooms is one of the most reasonably priced an-
tique malls, and an owner is on site 7 days a week. The
mall is always clean. It has a sense of fresh and new and
most importantly they do business the old fashioned
way—where their customers feel welcomed and cared
about.

Check Heirlooms out. They are located at 1947 S. Ha-
vana in Aurora. For more information, call them at 303-
337-6880 or go to heirloomsantique mall.com.
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H ei r l o om s  
An t i qu e  Ma l l

1947 S. Havana, Aurora, CO 80014
303-337-6880

14,000 square feet of Memories
Limited Dealer Space Available

To help small businesses, 
avoid big bank fees, use cash.

Monday - Saturday 10-6
Sunday 11-5 Open July 4th

heirloomsantiquemallaurora.com

Aurora

Olde

Towne

Littleton

Dealer Feature

Heirlooms Antique Mall’s new Owners Celebrate 
Anniversary With Month long Sale
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South Broadway



everywhere in the United States as a popular and powerful symbol.
As the nation's first president, George Washington, toured the states
after his inauguration he was greeted at each stop by carved and
painted American eagles. 

It was carved on ship's figureheads, scratched on powder
horns, fashioned from all manner of folk art, added to flagpoles
according to observations by author Katharine McClinton. Fur-
ther it appeared on everything from hand-stitched quilts to shop
signs. Throughout the so-called Federal period it was proudly
displayed as an architectural motif and stood above doorways
and on mantle pieces inside. 

McClinton in The Complete Book of Small Antiques further
describes, the American eagle carved and inlaid on furniture of the
period, and mounted on clocks. Further it could be found, "embroi-
dered with gold thread on bright silk." A particular popular item dur-
ing the War of 1812 in the states were cotton printed kerchiefs show-
ing the eagle emblem in a sweeping design together with scenes of
naval battles and portraits of Washington or Thomas Jefferson. 

One especially striking example of fashionable eagle-adorned
clocks was cast in bronze with gold gilding. The early 19th century
shelf clock featured the American eagle clutching olive branches and
a shield with the motto, E Pluribus Unum inscribed on it. Standing
alongside of the eagle and the clock was George Washington. For
all of this patriotic glory however, it had been crafted in France and
noted in the United States. 

"Such American symbols were added to everything from clocks
to earthenware jugs made in Europe early in the 19th century in an
attempt to appeal to the growing American market," notes author
Erwin Christensen. Writing in The Index of American Design Chris-
tensen adds, "when they appeared in this country, they found eager
buyers." 

When France's Marquis de Lafayette visited the United States
in the I820s he found a great deal of glassware similarity bearing the
American eagle. The glass flask, in particular, featured several dif-
ferent designs all starring the country's own version of the eagle. 

By the Erie Canal ceremonies of 1825 the American eagle em-
blem was wildly popular on folk art, imprints, and all manner of sou-
venirs. A water keg decorated with the painted eagle was used in
dedication ceremonies and is now displayed by the New York His-
torical Society. Meanwhile there was an abundance at the time of
eagle motifs on pressed-glass plates, salts, and cups. The Sandwich
Glass Company was especially prolific with the eagle image offer-
ing in a wide range of glass that included blue, yellow, opalescent,
as well as clear white. 

The American eagle also appeared on a wealth of milk glass

covered dishes, fire-fighting helmets and other related equipment,
drinking glasses, wallpaper designs, and even carefully stitched cov-
erlets. 

The eagle appeared in furniture too. Sometimes a standing or
soaring eagle adorned a delicate candle stand, chair or table. There
was eagle-decorated pottery made in American locations such as
Pennsylvania and Ohio and also in the Staffordshire region of Eng-
land as well. A transfer decorated pitcher from Liverpool, England
paid tribute to Washington in 1840 bearing the inscription, "Wash-
ington in Glory, America in Tears." It also bore the American eagle
and the seal of the United States. Beyond the pots and pitchers, there
were also butter molds and mugs, and more. 

By the middle of the 19th century the American eagle had made
quite an impression as a weathervane on a vast number of rooftops
around the country. Often copper or zinc, or combinations of both,
most were of the spread wing variety. Often they appeared perched
on global orbs or metal stands. 

When the Civil War arrived in the 1860s the northern
armies carried the American eagle off to battle, often in the
form a brightly colored image on a drum. The eagle stood on
various drums of that era. Smaller drums, usually carried by
drummer boys around 12 years of age, typically bore an eagle

with a shield and a sunburst beneath it. Larger drums used
for parades and ceremonial marches were often even more
lavishly decorated with the American eagle. 

During the Civil War the eagle also frequently had a renewed
patriotic role on decorated quilts. A cotton Civil War memorial quilt
was made by Mary Ben Shawvan of Wisconsin for her soldier hus-
band John Shawvan. When her husband was killed in the battle of
Chickamauga in Tennessee, Mary was left a widow with six chil-
dren and only a Civil War widow's pension. Still the quilt with its
spread wing eagle and shield among meandering flower vines and
perching birds was impressive. Nearly a century and a half later the
historic eagle-dominated quilt sold at a major east coast auction
house. 

During the second half of the 19th century the mighty Ameri-
can eagle was often the center of a wide range of carvings from
signs and ship's figure heads to small handheld objects. 

One of the most famed eagle carvers of that era was John Hale
Bellamy. An artist and sculptor of considerable note, Bellamy's flour-
ished in Massachusetts and later in New Hampshire. His shop boast-
ed the ability to "service a single order for 100 eagles" and they
could be accompanied by "emblematic frames and brackets" too.
Bellamy advertised his talents at "house, ship, furniture, sign and
frame carving...furnished at short notice." 

The grand eagles created by Bellamy were usually large and
often embellished with all type of slogans from Don't Give Up The
Ship to simply Happy New Year. Typically the eagle and U.S. flag
were decorated with red. white and blue paint. Among Bellamy's
most impressive eagle carvings was an 18-foot figurehead personal-
ly made for the U.S.S. Lancaster. 

At the other end of the carved eagle scale was now memorial-
ized folk artist Wilhelm Schimmel. At about the same time Bellamy
was carving giant-sized eagles in New England, Schimmel was going
from town to town in Pennsylvania carving small eagles and other
animals in exchange for hand-outs or liquor. Decades later his pine
eagles shaded in brown, black, red and yellow became highly sought
as classic examples of late 19th century folk art. In 1890 "Old Schim-
mel" died in a Pennsylvania poorhouse, and a newspaper noted, "his
only occupation was carving heads of animals out of wood, he was
apparently a man of a very surly disposition." 

Today surviving American eagles once made by the transit
Schimmel bring $15,000 to $25,000. 

As late as the 1960s, antiques historian and author McClinton
observed that the American eagle "is one of the most sought after
collector's items" in the country today. McClinton attributed the fas-
cination in part to the nation's history and the eagle's personal sym-
bolism for individuals. 
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So. Lipan, Denver

By Robert Reed

At the height of the county's quest for independence and
freedom from foreign domination, America's leaders selected the
eagle as its national symbol. 

Historians note that the American eagle was officially
adopted in June of 1782 by an act of the Continental Congress. It
was a suitable choice. 

In writing suggestions earlier to the selection committee
Philadelphia sculptor William Rush movingly endorsed the "ele-
gant figure" of the eagle. Rush the artist visualized, "the Ameri-
can Eagle darting upon and destroying the vitals of tyranny, the
shackles of despotism...and hurling them under the feet of the
Genius of America." 

To be specific the nation's choice was not just any eagle. 
The founders, for example, ultimately rejected the idea of a

traditional doubleheaded eagle that prior to that time had often
been used as a heraldic representation. It was simply too much in
the realm of old country royalty. 

Neither would any single eagle serve the purpose. Eagles
had been used as symbols before in the Colonies, but when it
came to the Great Seal the choice centered on a particular native
species the American Bald Eagle. The term ‘bald' was a bit of a
misnomer since the bird simply had white head and tail feathers
rather than the full brown coloring of other eagles. 

As officially adopted on the Great Seal the American eagle
had outspread wings and clutched arrows in one claw while hold-
ing an olive branch in the other. It also had a crest with 13 stars
representing the 13 then existing states. 

Almost immediately, if not before, the American eagle
appeared everywhere in the United States as a popular and pow-
erful symbol. As the nation's first president, George Washington,
toured the states after his inauguration he was greeted at each
stop by carved and painted American eagles. 

It was carved on ship's figureheads, scratched on powder
horns, fashioned from all manner of folk art, added to flagpoles
according to observations by author Katharine McClinton. Fur-
ther it appeared on everything from hand-stitched quilts to shop
signs. Throughout the so-called Federal period it was proudly
displayed as an architectural motif and stood above doorways
and on mantle pieces inside. 

McClinton in The Complete Book of Small Antiques further
describes, the American eagle carved and inlaid on furniture of
the period, and mounted on clocks. Further it could be found,
"embroidered with gold thread on bright silk." A particular pop-
ular item during the War of 1812 in the states were cotton print-
ed kerchiefs showing the eagle emblem in a sweeping design
together with scenes of naval battles and portraits of Washington
or Thomas Jefferson. 

One especially striking example of fashionable eagle-
adorned clocks was cast in bronze with gold gilding. The early
19th century shelf clock featured the American eagle clutching
olive branches and a shield with the motto, E Pluribus Unum
inscribed on it. Standing alongside of the eagle and the clock was
George Washington. For all of this patriotic glory however, it had
been crafted in France and noted in the United States. 

"Such American symbols were added to everything from
clocks to earthenware jugs made in Europe early in the 19th cen-
tury in an attempt to appeal to the growing American market,"
notes author Erwin Christensen. Writing in The Index of Ameri-
can Design Christensen adds, "when they appeared in this coun-
try, they found eager buyers." 

When France's Marquis de Lafayette visited the United
States in the I820s he found a great deal of glassware similarity
bearing the American eagle. The glass flask, in particular, fea-

tured several different designs all starring the country's own ver-
sion of the eagle. 

By the Erie Canal ceremonies of 1825 the American eagle
emblem was wildly popular on folk art, imprints, and all manner
of souvenirs. A water keg decorated with the painted eagle was
used in dedication ceremonies and is now displayed by the New
York Historical Society. Meanwhile there was an abundance at
the time of eagle motifs on pressed-glass plates, salts, and cups.
The Sandwich Glass Company was especially prolific with the
eagle image offering in a wide range of glass that included blue,
yellow, opalescent, as well as clear white. 

The American eagle also appeared on a wealth of milk glass
covered dishes, fire-fighting helmets and other related equip-
ment, drinking glasses, wallpaper designs, and even carefully
stitched coverlets. 

The eagle appeared in furniture too. Sometimes a standing
or soaring eagle adorned a delicate candle stand, chair or table.
There was eagle-decorated pottery made in American locations
such as Pennsylvania and Ohio and also in the Staffordshire
region of England as well. A transfer decorated pitcher from Liv-
erpool, England paid tribute to Washington in 1840 bearing the
inscription, "Washington in Glory, America in Tears." It also bore
the American eagle and the seal of the United States. Beyond the
pots and pitchers, there were also butter molds and mugs, and
more. 

By the middle of the 19th century the American eagle had
made quite an impression as a weathervane on a vast number of
rooftops around the country. Often copper or zinc, or combina-
tions of both, most were of the spread wing variety. Often they
appeared perched on global orbs or metal stands. 

When the Civil War arrived in the 1860s the northern armies
carried the American eagle off to battle, often in the form a
brightly colored image on a drum. The eagle stood on various
drums of that era. Smaller drums, usually carried by drummer
boys around 12 years of age, typically bore an eagle with a shield
and a sunburst beneath it. Larger drums used for parades and cer-
emonial marches were often even more lavishly decorated with
the American eagle. 

During the Civil War the eagle also frequently had a

renewed patriotic role on decorated quilts. A cotton Civil War
memorial quilt was made by Mary Ben Shawvan of Wisconsin
for her soldier husband John Shawvan. When her husband was
killed in the battle of Chickamauga in Tennessee, Mary was left
a widow with six children and only a Civil War widow's pension.
Still the quilt with its spread wing eagle and shield among mean-
dering flower vines and perching birds was impressive. Nearly a
century and a half later the historic eagle-dominated quilt sold at
a major east coast auction house. 

During the second half of the 19th century the mighty Amer-
ican eagle was often the center of a wide range of carvings from
signs and ship's figure heads to small handheld objects. 

One of the most famed eagle carvers of that era was John
Hale Bellamy. An artist and sculptor of considerable note, Bel-
lamy's flourished in Massachusetts and later in New Hampshire.
His shop boasted the ability to "service a single order for 100
eagles" and they could be accompanied by "emblematic frames
and brackets" too. Bellamy advertised his talents at "house, ship,
furniture, sign and frame carving...furnished at short notice." 

The grand eagles created by Bellamy were usually large and
often embellished with all type of slogans from Don't Give Up
The Ship to simply Happy New Year. Typically the eagle and
U.S. flag were decorated with red. white and blue paint. Among
Bellamy's most impressive eagle carvings was an 18-foot figure-
head personally made for the U.S.S. Lancaster. 

At the other end of the carved eagle scale was now memo-
rialized folk artist Wilhelm Schimmel. At about the same time
Bellamy was carving giant-sized eagles in New England, Schim-
mel was going from town to town in Pennsylvania carving small
eagles and other animals in exchange for hand-outs or liquor.
Decades later his pine eagles shaded in brown, black, red and yel-
low became highly sought as classic examples of late 19th cen-
tury folk art. In 1890 "Old Schimmel" died in a Pennsylvania
poorhouse, and a newspaper noted, "his only occupation was
carving heads of animals out of wood, he was apparently a man
of a very surly disposition." 

Today surviving American eagles once made by the transit
Schimmel bring $15,000 to $25,000. 

As late as the 1960s, antiques historian and author McClin-
ton observed that the American eagle "is one of the most sought
after collector's items" in the country today. McClinton attributed
the fascination in part to the nation's history and the eagle's per-
sonal symbolism for individuals. 
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Holiday Feature

The American Eagle Symbol and Treasure 

OLD WAGON
Antique & Collectables Mall
We have nearly 8200 sq. ft. and 87 Prebuilt
booths...just move in! (lots of booths still
available) Trophy cases, too! We now have
59 dealers and invite you to join us! 

July Move-in Special. July FREE. 
Four months rent for the cost of three.

If you are in need of space or a collectable item, come out to Northglenn and see the New Old Wagon
Antique Mall. 16 years of customers agree... You’ll
like what you see!

Open 7 days weekly (except holidays)
10685 Melody Dr., Exit I-25 @ 104th Ave. and go West

303-280-8114

Northglenn
Keenesburg

http://www.a-step-back.com

AA Step Back Step Back 
In TIn Timeime

The American Eagle Symbol and Treasure 
Holiday

Continued from page 1
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So. Broadway, Denver

Alluring

Inspired

Historic

Antique Row
Broadway
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Doll s  and  t o y s  a re  our  pa s s i on a t  

Turn  o f  t h e  Cen tu ry  Ant i qu e s  

Starr Antiques
Featuring Colonial and Federal Period furni-

ture and accessories.

Discover how accenting with a fine piece, big

or small, can give your home that extra panache:

The sophisticated design of Folk Art, the "hand"

in stoneware jugs, the patience of quilts, porce-

lain that traveled 2,000 miles from China 200

years ago, handmade furniture from craftsmen with decades of apprenticeship,

silver candlesticks from Colonial America, portraits as the keepers of memory.

Consignment of select pieces, 

whether from individuals or estates, are welcome.

Open Wed.-Sat. 11-4., Sun. 12-4

(303) 399-4537

starrantiques.com

1560 So. Broadway, Denver

Colorado’s Best Selection of  Quality

Victorian Oak and Walnut Furniture

Lamps, Clocks, Pictures
4500 sq. ft. Chock Full of  High Quality

303-777-8908
1449 So. Broadway, Denver, CO 80210

Hours: Monday - Saturday

11:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

CORKY’S ANTIQUES



Independence Day, or the
Fourth of July, is the day we
Americans celebrate our nation’s
existence. It was 240 years ago,
on July 4, 1776, that the Decla-
ration of Independence was
signed in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania. The Second Continental
Congress declared that the thir-
teen American colonies regarded
themselves as a new nation, and no longer a part of
the British Empire. The American Revolution was
fought to gain our independence.  

There will be fireworks, parades, barbecues, carni-
vals, fairs, picnics, concerts, baseball games, family re-
unions, patriotic speeches, and other events and cere-
monies around the country. The opening paragraph of the
Declaration is well known but worthy of repeating: 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes

necessary for one people to dissolve the political

bands which have connected them with another, and

to assume among the powers of earth, the separate and

equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Na-

ture’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opin-

ions of mankind requires that they should declare the

causes which impel them to the separation.

The second sentence of the Declaration is equally
well known and one of the most cherished statements
on human rights:

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all

men are created equal, that they are endowed by their

Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among

these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.

The best known version of the Declaration, a
signed copy regarded as the official document, is dis-
played at the National Archives in Washington, D.C.

I invite you to shop for antique and vintage Amer-
icana and patriotic objects along Denver’s Antique

Row. You will find
unique items related to
the history of our coun-
try, famous Americans,
the flag, fine art, frames
and photographs, furni-
ture, clocks, jewelry,
clothing, ceramics, mili-
tary and sports parapher-
nalia, toys, collectibles,
and more.

The Appraiser’s Diary
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Independence day

Rachel Hoffman
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Subscribe 
to the Collector

See coupon on page 16.

The Mountain States Collector, a tabloid

newspaper dedicated to promoting the enjoyment

of antiquing and collecting in the Rocky Mountain

region, is distributed the first weekend of every

month through shops, auctions, flea markets and

antique shows, and is mailed to subscribers. 

(Opinions of the writers contained herein are

not necessarily the opinions of the publishers.)

Advertising information: call Jon DeStefano at 720-276-2777 or email him at jondestef@gmail.com

or for any other information, call Spree Enterprises, 303-674-1253 or email us at customerservice@mountainstatescollector.com.

Publisher Spree Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 1003
Bailey, CO 80421
spreepub@mac.com

Executive Director Jon DeStefano

Managing Editor Margaret (Peg) DeStefano, 
NSCDA/Colorado, D.A.R., 
FFHC (hcgs), Ohio-USD1812 

Editor Jon Patrick DeStefano 

Webmaster Sam DeStefano 
mrphone@ecentral.com

Production Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Peg DeStefano
Jon Patrick DeStefano
Sam DeStefano

Printing Signature Offset

Happy 4th of July!
from the Mountain States Collector

The Declaration of Independence by John Trumbull
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Over 70 dealers with a wide variety of antiques, vintage furnish-

ings, glassware, jewelry, collectibles, primitives, shabby chic,

Western, Native American, home decor & more...

Arvada

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd. ,  Suite130, Arvada, CO 80003

2 Miles North of I-70 on Wadsworth, N.E. Corner of 64th and Wadsworth

www.homesteadantiquemall.net

720-484-3644 Open 7 Days a Week, 10am - 6pm

Best of  Arvada
Best Antique Mall in Arvada
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Westminster

Wed.-Sat. 10 am - 6 pm
Sunday noon - 5 pm

Antique Detective

Some Collectibles Can be Magic
By Anne Gilbert

Who isn’t fascinated by
magic tricks and the magi-
cians who perform them?
When the subject comes up
the most familiar name is
“Houdini.” For collectors
“Houdiana” covers a vari-
ety of items related to ma-
gician Harry Houdini
(1874-1926), born Erik
Weiz, the famous magician of the early 20th century.
Posters, event tickets and objects used in his shows find
eager buyers willing to pay, sometimes, over a thousand
dollars. Such was the case when Potter and Potter, a Chica-
go auction housed featured two private collections of not
only Houdini collectibles but other items relating to
magic.

Among the items that found buyers at the Potter auc-
tions were posters advertising his show, objects used in
his performances. One rare item, a large wood crate used
in his “death defying water escape” sold for over $3,000. 
A pair of handcuffs that he “miraculously unlocked”

fetched over $3,000.
Scrapbooks, advertising
posters and photos of
Houdinia and even
more recent magicians
and illusionists found
buyers. Even Houdini
commemorative stamps
were issued. They are a
crossover collectible for
stamp collectors as well as magic memorabilia collectors.

The art of magic or illusion dates back to ancient
Egypt. In different forms it has come and gone in popu-
larity. Currently different forms are making a comeback.
Among them Houdini-style escape tricks rather than the
rabbit in a hat illusions.

From the 19th century on there have been many fa-
mous “illusionists” whose related items are now pricey
collectibles. Among them was Englishman William

Robinson, who took the
name Chung Ling Soo and
became known as “the
marvelous Chinese Conjur-
er.” He performed silently,
saying he didn’t want to
speak English. 

Most familiar to late
20th century fans and col-
lectors is David Copper-

field, an illusionist who seemingly made the Statue of Lib-
erty disappear.

CLUES: Early books for would-be magicians are
popular collectibles.  One of the first known, printed in
1584, “Discoveries of Witchcraft” by Reginald Scot is the
earliest known. Houdini’s books, describing some of his
tricks is one of many written by 20th century magicians.
These days there are magic clubs, workshops, the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Magicians, which publishes a
monthly journal.

PHOTO CAPTIONS:  (1) Houdini magic lock. (2
Houdini catalog. (3) Houdini magic water crate

PHOTO CREDITS:  Potter & Potter Auctions, Chicago.
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Lakewood

FAMILY THRIFT ANTIQUES and COLLECTIBLES
8000 W. Jewell Ave. 

Lakewood, CO 80232
Mon. thru Sat. 10 - 6 • 303-947-5066

FAMILYTHRIFTSTORE2131@yahoo.com

www.familyestateauctions.com

Great Prices on

Fine Antiques and 

Collectibles

Search our Thrift Store 

for Hidden Treasures

A Wide Variety of Furniture

and Collectibles, Artwork,

Primitives, Glassware, Comics,

Jewelry and Watches, 

Home Decor and Much More

Saturday Flea Market 

Free Setup

10 a.m to 4 p.m.

Estate Auctions
8032 W. Jewell Avenue, Lakewood CO 80232

Open to the Public
familyestateauctions.com 303-953-2087

HUGE AUCTION SALE WILL BE SUNDAY, JULY 10th
OPEN AT 9 A.M. AUCTION WILL START AT 10 A.M. PREVIEW IS SATURDAY 11 A.M. TO 3 P.M.

NOW TAKING CONSIGNMENT FOR OUR NEXT AUCTION ON JULY 17th 

INDIVIDUAL PIECES OR AN ENTIRE ESTATE

ONLY 25% CONSIGNMENT

CALL WITH ANY QUESTIONS.
CROSS ROADS ARE WADSWORTH AND JEWELL!

WE ARE LOCATED IN THE SHOPPING CENTER ACROSS THE STREET 

FROM WENDY’S NEXT TO MAGILL’S ICE CREAM AND THE FAMILIY THRIFT STORE AND ANTIQUES.



Steve Turner, as the new executive director of
History Colorado, will join forces with Patricia Lim-
erick, author of The Legacy of Conquest and A Ditch
in Time and is considered one of the leading histori-
ans of the American West and a professor of history
and environmental studies at the University of Col-
orado in Boulder. They will enthusiastically contin-
ue the development of History Colorado. This dy-
namic duo will lead the transition of this state agency into a viable approach to the history of
our state. The hope is that their efforts will increase the interest in this unusual museum and its
exhibits. (In addition to the museum, the agency is also responsible for the administration of
millions in preservation funds.) One of the first projects that Turner will oversee is combining
with their neighbor The Denver Art Museum in an exhibit that blends art and artifact.  History
Colorado will take in some of the Denver Art Museum’s great Western art collection when the
art museum closes down for renovation of its tower building. The exhibit is sure to bring his-
tory to life in a whole new way. We look forward to seeing the work of Turner and Limerick.
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Around Town

Antique dealers, shows and shops, if you have news, sales or important informa-

tion you want to share with the antique community call Jon DeStefano at

720-276-2777 or go to jondestef@gmail.com. Deadline is the 20th of each month. 

Lakewood

Jenny’s Junk Emporium
High-end Collectibles 

(despite what the name may imply). 
Steam engines, locomotives, trains, crystal, china, jewelry,

vintage and small unique collectible finds.

Consignments and Layaways

Jenny & Bill Andrus
6625 W. Mississippi Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80226

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

303-570-1590
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Around Town continued on page 16

Congratulations to Steve Turner
and Patricia limerick as Partner

leaders of History Colorado
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Auction Gallery

Found, a Great new Antique & 
Artisan Mall in Wheat Ridge

Check out the new Found
Antique and Artisan Mall lo-
cated at 4501 Wadsworth
Boulevard in Wheat Ridge.
They are “passionate about
unique pieces...old and new.”
New dealers can apply at
www.foundantique.com. Get
in on the ground floor of this
new mall. There is 12,000 sq.
ft. to fill.  More info, call 303-
463-7796



When most of the houses of the some 240 residents
of Fountain Colony, later known as Colorado Springs,
were little more than temporary timber shelters, Major
Henry McAllister and his wife Elizabeth Couper McAl-
lister built a house of bricks.

The house plans were prepared by the Philadelphia ar-
chitect, George Summers, who also designed General
Palmer’s Glen Eyrie residence and Grace Episcopal Church.

Henry McAllister took great interest and care in the con-
struction of this house for his family who was so far from their
long-established community of Darby, Pennsylvania. After a
high wind destroyed some houses in the new colony, he de-
cided to add another layer of bricks to the building.  It is com-
monly thought that these bricks were transported by train from
Philadelphia.  It is known that he did import the three marble
fireplaces that exist in the house.  Some of the interior finish
work and the porch rails were constructed by Winfield Scott
Stratton, who later became a mining millionaire after discov-
ering the Independence Mine in Cripple Creek, CO.  The
unique truncated gables seem to anchor the house to the open
prairie.

Major McAllister made his home in this small house
until his death in 1921.  For the next 30 plus years the
house was rented by the family to Mrs. Fanny Robbins
who used the house for a candy and “wedding gift” shop.
Upon her death in 1958, the family sold the house.

In 1961 a historic preservation group, the National
Society of the Colonial Dames of America in Colorado,
with the help of the El Pomar Foundation and Shepard’s
Citations, was able to buy and restore the house.

The McAllister House Museum, located at 423 North
Cascade Avenue, was the first brick house built in Colorado
Springs and the third oldest permanent residence in the city.
Constructed in 1873-1874 by Major Henry McAllister, the
home has been lovingly restored to its original floor plan and
appearance, which contributes to its historical significance.

The museum was opened to the public in 1961 after
undergoing extensive restoration and is operated and man-
aged by the McAllister House Museum Committee. The
goal of the Committee is to restore and furnish the home
to its original appearance utilizing the 1874 -1884 period
of significance in order to present an accurate interpreta-

tion of life in Colorado Springs during its earliest years. 
This project is paid for in part by a History Colorado

State Historical Fund Grant. Additional grant matching
funds have been provided by a wide range of community
partners including: El Pomar Foundation; Webb Family
Fund at the Pikes Peak Community Foundation in memo-
ry of Mrs. Barbara Webb; UMBFC Charitable Founda-
tion, UMB Bank, n.a. Trustee; McAllister Foundation;
BCER Engineering, Inc.; and numerous private donors.
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Subscribe to the Collector

1 year  (12 issues) $18.00
2 years (24 issues) $32.00
3 years (36 issues) $45.00

Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Return to:  Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Box 1003, Bailey, CO  80421-1003

Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.
Outside North America $70.00 per year. 

No refunds.

Make check payable to Spree Enterprises.
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Auction Gallery

Denver

Around Town

Denver

SIX FIFTY ANTIQUES
(in the Art District on Santa Fe)

870 N. Santa Fe, Denver, CO 80204
A wide selection of quality mid century 

modern, vintage and antique furnishings, 

lighting, collectibles and art

Limited Dealer Space Available • Call now 720-561-9278

Like us on facebook www.650antiques.com

Hours: 10:30 to 5:30 Tuesday-Saturday, 11-4 Sunday, Closed Monday

McAllister House Museum in 
Colorado Springs Captures a bygone Era
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Around Town

Leadville
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Treasure hunters are eagerly anticipating the Rocky
Mountain Antique Festival, slated for July 9 & 10 at the Ranch
Events Complex, 5280 Arena Circle in Loveland, Colorado.
Produced by Heritage Event Company, the show is billed as
one of the most diverse antiquing events this year, featuring
dealers from sixteen states who are joining the event from as
far away as Texas and California. The show will feature over
140 booths, overflowing with an impressive offering of vin-
tage finds including antique advertising, estate jewelry, coun-
try primitives, coins, militaria, holiday items, textiles, pottery,
glass, vintage clothing, historical artifacts, furniture and more.  

Antique show promoter, Gail Kinney, has been pro-
ducing shows in the Midwest since 2009.  They currently
host events in eight different states.  She and her husband
moved to Colorado last summer with the goal of expand-
ing their business into the mountain region.  Their first

event since relocating, held in Castle Rock earlier this
year, attracted over 4000 attendees.  Kinney says dealers
and customers alike were impressed with their debut show
in Colorado. "It was a very warm welcome and we re-
ceived so many positive comments from dealers and cus-
tomers alike. Many were asking when the show would be
back."

With a sold-out dealer floor of exclusively antique
and genuine vintage merchandise, Kinney touts the up-
coming Loveland show as a unique opportunity to acquire
items typically not available in the Colorado market.
"Many of our dealers our midwestern shows are traveling
here to set up at our new events. Customers are excited to
shop with dealers they have never met before."  Kinney
says Colorado area dealers will also be joining the show,
offering items of local historical interest as well as vari-

ous treasures they have acquired in the course of travel-
ing the country in search of vintage wares.  

The Loveland Rocky Mountain Antique Show is all
indoors, climate-controlled, with concessions and free
parking.  General admission tickets are $6 and valid for
entry all weekend.  Tickets may be purchased in advance
on-line at www.heritageeventcompany.com or at the gate
during open hours.  Show hours are: Saturday 9am-5pm
and Sunday 10am-5pm.  Children ages 9-12 are $3, ages
8 and under are free. Special guest, Deborah Beahm, of
Sublime Antique Restorations from Dallas, Texas, will be
on hand through-out the weekend for consultation and on-
site repair of damaged heirloom items.  

For more information about the Rocky Mountain An-
tique Festival, call 918-619-2875 or visit www.Her-
itageEventCompany.com

Rocky Mountain Antique Festival Hosts Antique dealers from 
16 States at the Ranch Events Complex in loveland, July 9 & 10
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WANTED

WANTED: PRE-1965 SEW-
ING PATTERNS, black &

white photo snapshots.

Dorothy, 720-394-7344 (9-15)

WANTED: OLD GUMBALL
PEANUT AND MATCH MA-
CHINES. Jeff, 303-775-3250

(1-15)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES
WANTED, 303-792-2450.

(5-15)

WANTED: AUTOGRAPHS,
famous people, letters, pho-

tographs, signed books.

Bought, sold, appraised.

561-315-3522. (12/15)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: COWBOY PIG
COOKIE JAR. Call 303-
741-4340. (3-16)

FOR SALE: FLORENCE:
8932 sq. ft. BUILDING
FOR SALE, $269,000.
Curently Iron Gate... Call
Suzi, 719-242-7537.

FOR SALE: 6, 8 ft. FIT-
T E D   B L A C K   TA B L E -
CLOTHS, $15 each (303)
530-7355. (11-15)

F O R   S A L E   1 9 5 0 s
FRIGIDAIRE ELECTRIC
RANGE. Needs minor repair
and cleaning. 719-660-9054
(1/16)

FOR SALE: BLUE/PINK
CURRIER & IVES CHINA
and GLASSWARE Must sell
large selection including

serving pieces. Prices re-
duced. 303-798-0805. (1/16)

DEALERS
DEALERS WANTED: 650
ANTIQUES in the middle of
the amazing Santa Fe Art
District. Numerous options to
meet your needs. Contact
Lynne at 720-561-9278. 

1407 SOUTH BROADWAY
1625' shop available on vi-
brant diverse block.  300' ad-
ditional storage, reserved
parking at back door.  25K
cars daily, stoplight, new
streetscaping.  $1800/month
plus utilities.  Betsy: 303-777-
0848, 303-981-5950, bc-
tournier@aol. com

DEALER SPACES AVAIL-
ABLE Want to get into  the
Antiques business?  Want
to expand existing busi-
ness?  Join Downtown Col-
orado Springs’ Oldest &
Largest Award Winning An-
tique Mall.  Premium floor
spaces & cases available.
Friendly & helpful staff.
Open Daily.  Stop by or call,
719-633-6070.  Antique
Gallery, 117 South Wah-
satch Ave.

CLUBS
D O   Y O U   L O V E   A N -
TIQUES, Collectibles, Art
and History? Questers is
the Club for you! Contact:
OFWANTIQUES@gmail
.com, 970-226-4432.
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Always

Buying

Brighton

Complete Antique
Restoration Available

Full Line of
Antiques &
Collectibles

(1/2 Blk. No. of Bridge & Main)
Brighton, CO 80601

303-659-7516

24 North Main  

W A N T E D
WANTED: Older
style gas ranges,
1920s-50s ie Cham-
bers, O’Keeffe and
Merritt, others, no
electrics 303-779-
0073 (01-07)

WANTED: Antique Heating
and Cooking Stoves, or-
nate, 303-779-0073. (01-07)

WANTED: 
TOY AIRPLANES (TMD);
factory display models;
built up plastic models. Call
Walt, 970-204-0499 ( 1-10)

WANTED: PILLIN POT-
TERY, 303-477-3923. (5-10)

WANTED: MODEL AIR-
PLANES, kits, engines, race
cars. 303-422-0408 (12-07)

WANTED: OLD VENDING
MACHINES, gumball, pea-
nut, matches, cigarette and
etc. Call Jeff (303) 775-
3250. (11-09)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES
WANTED, 303-792-2450.
(4-10)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Antique secre-
tary box circa 1850—brass
bound teak—rare-excellent
condition—$2100, set of 2
vaseline glass candle hold-
ers—short, curled base—
$150, small oil lamp circa
1800—green with white flow-
ers—never used—$150,
Royal Copenhagen tea set—
open lace pattern—num-
bered—4 pieces—hard to
find, Many McCoy pieces—

mostly flower pots—vase—
bedside bowl and pitcher set,
lg, Antique Singer sewing
machine with case, Cut
glass, 303-838-3643. Email:
jgf3643@hotmail.com

FOR SALE: A.B. Dick 310
offset press, 111 plate
maker, Michael’s collator,
Schaefer cast iron wax
melter, manuals, misc parts.
$100.00 takes all. 719-647-
8867. Pueblo West. (12-09)

DOULTON’S BOWL/
PITCHER Fontainbleau
Burslem pitcher good condi-
tion O3068K bowl small
crack $1,000 OBO 303-659-
0748. (01/10)

DEALERS
R O C K Y M O U N T A I N
ANTIQUES IN LOVELAND
wants dealers w/toys, clocks,
watches, quality knives &
razors, tools, other neat stuff.
Low rent. 970-669-7440.

DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Serendipity Mercan-
tile, Longmont, Colorado.
large building, room for more
dealers. Great parking! Call
303-776-8511. 

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to or
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

RETAIL FOR LEASE, 1400
block South Broadway, 3
spaces, 1300 to 2500 square
feet, each with storage.
Betsy 303-777-0848, bc
tournier@aol.com (08/09) 

SERVICES
BUY OR SELL ANTIQUE
BUSINESS! Licensed bro-
ker to bring together buyers
and sellers. We package
trade names, inventory,
customer lists, Real Estate
leases and sales, and cre-
ative financing and ex-
changes. 303-913-3355
www.Traylorhomes.com
Business Opportunities

C H I P S A N D P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain
repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
Sari, 303-623-4217 or
email chipsandpieces @
yahoo.com

EXPERT silver and met-
als repairs restoration.
Appraisals for insurance.
720-939-9373, nat_mx6
@hotmail.com (3-07) Lyons

Spree Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 1003
Bailey, CO 80421

WESTERN
COLLECTIONS FOR

SALE
Metal horse statues, Roy
Rogers collection. Other

Western
stars items,

Dixie 
Premiums,
movie cow-

boy and
rodeo post
cards, sad-

dles, horses, etc. on
plates, ladies with horse

calendars, Tom Beecham
convas type prints 

in frames. 
Horses on scarves 

collection, horses on
hankies collection. West-
ern neckties collection.

More items too numerous
to mention. 

Serious inquiries only!

303-432-7223

Dan’s 
Painting,

Remodeling
Wallpaper Removal,

Dry Wall Repair, Water
Damage Repair
Acoustic/Ceiling 

Removal

303-922-0792

Advertise
in the Moun-
tain States
Collector.        

Reach the
thousands
of antique
c o l l e c t o r s
and afficionados that enjoy
this 37 year old newspaper
devoted to the collector and to
the antique buff. 
Call 303-674-1253 for more

information.

Get more
bang for your
buck!

Drop us a line. 
We’d love to hear from you.
Our address is: P.O. Box 1003

Bailey, CO 80421
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Colorado Springs

CLASSIFIED ADS:

The
Treasure Shoppe
Located Downtown Colorado Springs

324 East Pikes Peak Avenue, Colorado Springs

719-465-1692
Antiques, collectibles, hand-crafted items, 

primitives, one-of-a-kind artwork, coins, furniture

and 

other quality gifts in 18,000 square feet

Open 7 days a week: Mon. thru Sat. 10 to 6

and Sundays noon to 4.

Free 

Parking 

“We Haul It All”
Lowest prices guaranteed

Git Rid of It CO - Junk
Removal and Hauling

720-339-6944
Call or email for 
free estimates

www.gitridofitco.com

2
0
1
5

Booths for Rent

All Sizes Available

• Booths • Cubbies 

• Wall Space • Cases 

• Floor Space 

• Open Shelving

Sell your collectibles, 

antiques, vintage, home and holiday

decor!

No commission, bags or credit card fees!
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At 2150 WEST GARDEN OF THE GODS RD.
v The Ultimate Shopping Experience v

Colorado Springs’  Premier Indoor Market Featuring

New, Vintage & Upcycled Goods!

Furniture, 
Home Decor, Antiques, 

Collectibles, 
Accessories, and 

So Much More

Colorado’sColorado’s
LargestLargest

Selection Selection 
of:of:
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Evergreen



By Anne Gilbert

Q.  I found this unusual green glass box with the figure of a
nude woman on the lid at a garage sale. It is 8 inches high and in
good condition. How old is it and what was its purpose? I paid $15
for it and plan to use it in my office to hold small items. Is it worth
more than I paid for it?

R. D. - Peoria, ILL
A.  You have a charming example of a woman's grooming ac-

cessory— a powder box. It was made by the Phoenix Glass Com-
pany in the 1920s, 30s. The figure on the cover is known as "Camel-
lia."  The glass is referred to as "green satin glass."  A retail price could be $300 or more.

Q.  I think this unusual metal object is a bud vase. It was in a box of
odds and ends at a garage sale. Each item was priced at $10. The seller
claimed to know nothing about it. On the bottom it says "Chase" and
there is some kind of a creature engraved next to it. It is around 8"
high. What can you tell me?

C. M. N. -  Ft. Lauderdale, FL
A.  Your chrome plated bud vase in the Art Deco form is quite a find.

It was made from 1930 to the 1940s by the Chase Brass And Copper
Company in Westbury, CT. Chrome plated items were popular wed-
ding gifts for young couples who couldn't afford silver. Many such
pieces were made by such famous designers as Russel Wright. The
"creature" mark is a centaur, found on Chase pieces. It was originally
one of a pair. A collector could offer over $300.

Q.  I collect interestingly designed vintage plates. I found
this one at a flee market in Texas many years ago. The price was
five dollars. On the back it is marked "Atchison, Topeka and Santa
Fe., Mimbreno." Apparently it was probably used on their rail-
road dining cars. It is 9 1/2 " diameter and in good condition.
Should I sell it at my next garage sale ? For what price?

D.Z. -  Denver, CO
A.  Your plate is part of railroad history. In 1871, Syra-

cuse China, that made china for restaurants, began making dinnerware for the Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fe. In the 1930s they began using designs by Elizabeth Coulter, to
commemorate the ancient native American Mimbreno tribe of New Mexico for the rail-
roads' deluxe Super Chief. It is one of the most popular of the series of designs, sought
by railroad collectors. It could sell in a retail setting for $150 or more.
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Powder boxes to Railroad Plates
Pine Emporium

16714 Pine Valley Rd.
Pine, Colorado 80470

303-838-5150
bobaaac@aol.com Pine

Antiques, Gifts, Art Gallery, Tom Clark
Gnomes, Jewelry, Furniture, Vintage Fabric,

Clothes, Books, Glassware, Collectbles.

OPEN: Friday, Saturday and Sunday
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Antique Detective Q & A

Sterling, Colorado

OLD WAREHOUSEOLD WAREHOUSE
ANTIQUESANTIQUES
Sterling, Colorado

Heirloom  & Investment Quality Antiques
Specializing in Oak & Walnut Furniture,
Clocks, lighting, Fine Glass, Primitives

326 North Front Street
(1/2 block N. Under Chestnut Street Overpass)

Open Monday through Friday 10:00 to 5:30 

Saturday 10 to 5:30 by chance or appointment

970-522-3145970-522-3145
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We take great 
pride in being a

“great little town” 
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226
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Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstrations 
Weekends in January

115 East Main 719-372-6677
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We take great
pride in being a

“great little town”
where you’re a

stranger only once!
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Why Do We Like 
Other People’s Old Stuff?

By Sandy Dale

 Now, that is a really good question.  Living
in a great little town that boasts of having over
24 antique shops, I decided to give it some
thought.  I asked a few of the dealers and a shop-
per or two and then added my two cents worth.
 Several antique dealers agreed that nostalgia
was a key.  Shoppers can often be overheard say-
ing, “Oh, look, my grandma had one of those.”
Or, “Do you remember when great aunt Giselle
made her goulash in a pot like that?”  Memories
of a time when we were children and life was eas-
ier (at least for us as children) are stirred by the
sight of old household items or furniture used by
our parents or grandparents.  Sometimes curiosi-
ty is roused by what a peculiar item might have
been used for “back in the day.”  Some of us have
no family heirlooms of our own and enjoy giving
a home to someone else’s memorabilia.  Old pho-
tos and knick-knacks can inspire great stories.
 One shopper told me she just loved the style
of old furniture.  She cited a few decorating mag-
azines, remarking that even the “contemporary”
designers throw in an unusual vintage piece for
interest now and then.  Sometimes painted a pe-
culiar color.  The curved backs, turned legs, and
ornate hardware seem to give bygone era furni-
ture a personality of its own.  Primitive pieces
with their flaking paint and scuffed corners have
a loved, lived-with quality.
 I watched a fellow pull the drawers out of
several dressers and a few sideboards.  He exam-
ined the corners of each drawer and lovingly ran
his hand over the wood.  “They just don’t make
furniture like they used to, “ he said when I asked
what he was looking for.  “Look at this solid
wood and these dovetailed joints.”  I had to agree
that these old pieces, some of them well over 100
years old, were in great shape and quite beauti-
ful.  The craftsmanship has definitely stood the
test of time.
 That, of course, leads us to the materials
used.  Not many would disagree that solid oak,
maple, walnut, or even pine furniture has a spe-
cial elegance and warmth.  Man-made materials
can be easy to care for but just seem to lack that
warmth.  Retro chrome, vinyl, melamine, etc. are
popular with some folks, but it is still that de-
signer/craftsmanship thing.
 It seems to be the consensus of several shop-
keepers that it is the thrill of the hunt for that par-
ticular item and the possibility of a bargain that
inspires shoppers. I have to admit to falling into
this category myself sometimes.
 Then, there are those “treasure hunters” who,
when asked what they are looking for, answer,
“don’t know, but I’ll know when I see it.”  And I
can bet they’ll find it here in Florence.

Polish Pottery and Vintage Linens

400 West Main Street

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10-5 Sunday 1-5

www.williesantiques.com

Antique 

Warehouse
Vintage Lighting & Western Accoutrements

110 E. Main Street, 

Florence, CO 81226

719-372-1016

By Anne Gilbert

When the Richard Wright doll collection is auctioned off
at Skinner’s Auction Gallery October 10 in Marlborough,
Massachusetts, some dating to the 18th century many types
will be offered. They range from a large Queen Anne doll in
a mahogany and veneered display case, c. 1720 with an esti-
mate of $50,000/70,000 to a small, papier-mâché, German
doll, c.1840 estimated at $800/1,200.

Of special interest are two "fashion" dolls. Both by Mme
Rohmer, France, c. 1865 and 1870. Also offered is a fashion
doll accessory kit, c. 1870. It has an estimate of $400/600.
Over the last decade they have been rediscovered by collec-
tors. Even recent examples such as the Barbie dolls with their
wardrobes and the Madame Alexander fashion dolls have
become serious collectibles.

From the 15th into the 18th century elegantly dressed
"lady" or "fashion" dolls were popular. They were designed
as adult figures. The first fashion "baby doll" was made
around 1710. Actually they are not a type of doll but a func-
tional use of them. However, any type of doll could be
dressed in the latest adult or children’s fashion and travel to
show off the latest fashions. It was so important to European
nobility that the dolls were passed from court to court even
when the countries were at war.

By the 19th century doll makers used their most expen-
sive models dressed in Paris fashions around the world.
Among them Jumeau, Bru, Roch and others. Heads were of a
variety of materials from bisque to china heads made by the
famous French porcelain firm Sevres.

In the 1930s American made fashion dolls captured
the market with dolls that could perform various func-
tions. Eyes would open and shut: dolls could drink

water and even wet themselves.
CLUES: If an antique fashion doll can be attributed to a

known maker the price goes up. When found these days they
are usually wearing only a string of beads. It was Madame
Alexander who created "grown up" fashion dolls in 1952,
changing the look of American dolls. Her dolls were dressed
in "high fashion" using quality materials. She created "Cissie"
in the 1950s, the first full-figured adult figure fashion doll.

Of course, the most popular fashion doll of all time was
created when Barbie® made her debut as a Mattel Toy in
1959. Also introduced in the 50s(1956) was the Ideal Toy
Corporation’s "Miss Revlon" doll. She was among the first
dolls to have high-heeled feet and the figure of an adult
woman.

Discoveries of early fashion dolls are still being made.
Research the many books on the subject so you know what

they look like and get acquainted with specialized doll auc-
tions such as Theriaults, online and collector auctions held by
Skinner.

10 NOVEMBER 2009—Mountain States Collector www.mountainstatescollector.com
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Antique Detective

Variety of Rare Dolls Still Come to Auction

Sedalia

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstration (weaving and
spinning) and Sale — Nov. 27, 28, 29

115 East Main 719-372-6677

719-338-1628
Antiques and Collectibles
Beads, Antiques, Art Classes, 
Beautiful Jewelry: Sterling Silver, 

14 Carot, Native American

Florence Antiques
103 West Main
Florence, CO 81226

Soft Serve Ice Cream, 9 flavors

113 Main Street, Florence, CO 81226

719-784-3834

Sun., Mon. 11-3
Tue. 11-4
Wed., Thurs. 8-4
Fri., Sat. 8-5

blueheronI25
@qmail.com

Find It All in Florence

Exceptional Beer
Home Town 
Atmosphere

200 S. Pikes Peak Ave., Florence, CO 81226

303-885-4487

www.florencebrewing.com

Antique Capital of Colorado

Heartland Antiques
and Gifts
We Buy and Sell Antiques
Large Selection of High End
Antiques & Collectibles

122 W. Main St. Florence, CO

719-784-0777 • 303-888-8917
Keith & Elsie Ore
hrtlndranch@msn.com



Ronald Moreschini, D.D.S of Pueblo, Colorado iden-
tified the June’s What Is It. Here is what he said:

“I’ll bet you don’t get too many answers on this one—
It just so happens I have one of these.

It reminds me, when I was about 14 years old, we had
a small grocery store and filling station, and I used to slice
baloney with a machine much larger than this one. 

As you know, this is a pencil sharpener.
The pencil slips down into a hexagon shaped hole at

the top, and sticks out a little at an angle past the flat sur-
face, There is a sharp, three
bladed, star shaped cutter
that is connected to the
handle and rotates with the
handle. As the handle
turns, the three blades en-
gage a gear like disk on top
that has a hexagon shaped

hole, that the pencil fits into so as the star shaped cutter
rotates it also causes the pencil to rotate, and as the pen-
cil rotates each one of the three blades of the star shaped
cutter slices off a shaving of wood and eventually some
of the lead of the pencil, producing a nice point, the shav-
ings fall into the drawer, which can be pulled out and emp-
tied when needed.

The whole process is very soothing,

with a clickity clack, snippity snip, you

seem to relax, your pencil is sharp, and

all is right in the world.”

Thanks, Ron, for sharing. We enjoyed your delight-
ful description of the pencil sharpener and the memo-
ries you have about it. And, by the way, congratulations!
You have won a year’s subscription to The Mountain

States Collector! 
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Contest

July’s

What Is

It?

June’s What Is It?

Send your an-
swers to the What
Is It contest,  post-
marked by July 20,
to the Mountain
States Collector ,
P.O. Box 1003,
Bailey, CO 80421.
Three winners will
be drawn. Winners
receive a year ’s
subscription to the
Mountain States
Collector.
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Northglenn Loveland

Open 7 days a week 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

3816 W. Eisenhower Blvd.
Loveland / 970-669-7440

WWW.Rockymountain
antiques.net

Keenesburg — 
Antique Capitol of weld County
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By Anne Gilbert

Q. I remember my grandmother keeping jewelry in
this box when I was a child. It has a raised leaf design sur-
round a circular portrait of a woman. On the bottom is a an
oval shaped design with a B & W in the center. It is some
kind of metal, possibly brass or copper. What can you tell
me about it?

K.C. -Shawnee, KS
A. From your photo you appear to have a Victorian,

cast metal glove box with a celluloid cameo. They were
popular from the 1890s to around 1910. Similar examples
can sell in shops for several hundred dollars.

Q. My mother-in law gave me a Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs rug she got in the 1930s. It was made in
Italy. Any idea of value ?
H.P.-

A. Prices vary, but it could sell for over $200.
Q. What can you tell me about the Czechoslovakian

tea set with Spanish marks? On the bottom it says "Fabri-
cada en Alp Choslovagia."

M.
A. Czechoslovakian tea sets and other pieces made of

porcelain and semi-porcelain were exported to many coun-
tries, including Spain, which explains the markings on
your tea set.

Q. I bought this colorful Oriental plate in a Florida
thrift shop. It is 18 inches in diameter and has no marks. I
paid $25. How old is it ? Where was it made ? Did I pay
too much ?

H.C. - Pompano Beach, FL
A. You have a collector’s eye and have discovered a

mid-19th century Japanese Imari charger. Made in the
Japanese town of Arita beginning in the 17th Century, it
was named for the port of Imari-the place from where it
was shipped. The designs of textiles, chrysanthemums and
landscapes were enclosed in panels. It became so popular
that by the 18th century the Chinese copied it. So did Eng-

lish potters such as Derby, Bow, Worcester and Chelsea.
Yours could fetch $900 or more at auction.

Q. I found this painted spice bin in an antiques shop
years ago. The dealer told me it was called "tole" I have
since used it as a decorative object in my kitchen. Now I
would like to know about its history and value.

M.B.T. - Las Vegas, NV
A. Your 19th century spice bin is known as "tole" —

basically it is painted tin-ware. Regardless of how it was
finished it can be called "painted tin," "tole" or
"Japanned." In Colonial America, painted tin was import-
ed from England. By 1750, American peddlers were trav-
eling from town to town selling it. From 1790 to 1870 it
was advertised as "Japanned-ware." In good condition
yours could sell for more than $800 at auction.

Antique Detective

Antique Detective Q & A

Keenesburg

http://www.a-step-back.com

AA Step Back Step Back 
In TIn Timeime

Loveland

Open 10-5 all winter.

Come See Us in 2010.A Step Back A Step Back 

in Timein Time
Antiques and 

Collectibles

30 So. Main Street

Keenesburg, CO

303-732-9257

Offering a wide range of

antiques from the mid

1800s to the 1950s

Open Monday-Saturday

10:00 to 5:00

Florence

Find the best in Florence atFind the best in Florence at

Heartland Antiques & GiftsHeartland Antiques & Gifts
We Buy and Sell AntiquesWe Buy and Sell Antiques

122 W. Main St . ,  Florence ,  CO, 719-784-0777122 W. Main St . ,  Florence ,  CO, 719-784-0777
Keith & Elsie Ore, hrtlndranch@msn.comKeith & Elsie Ore, hrtlndranch@msn.com

Happy 4th 

of July!

Great Selection of High End Antiques & Collectibles

Find it in FlorenceFind it in Florence
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