
For 24 years, antique enthusiasts have been flocking
to 5501 South Broadway to peruse the “Miles of Aisles”
at the Colorado Antique Gallery.  This March, they are
celebrating their 24th Anniversary with a month long
super sale. Many of their 285 vendors are offering up to
50% off.  The Annual Anniversary sale at the Gallery has
been a staple for the past 24 years, and this March the Col-
orado Antique Gallery will be running a series of special
promotions and giveaways to make this Anniversary Sale
the best yet.  Check the inside 1st page of this publication
for a rundown of the fun things happening in March. 

Things at the Colorado Antique Gallery are always
changing, meaning that their virtual army of antique deal-
ers are constantly bringing in unique merchandise to fill
the 52,000 sq. ft. showroom floor.  With so many differ-
ent vendors under one roof, any enthusiast is bound to find
that unique treasure they are looking for.  Variety is a good
word to describe the hundreds of booths at the Gallery.  Is

your thing Mid-Century Mod, Primitive, or fine Euro-
pean?  Well, you can find a little bit of everything at 5501
South Broadway in Littleton, Colorado.  

The Colorado Antique Gallery has something for
everyone.  Need a unique gift for Mom this Mother’s day?
The Gallery has many dealers who specialize in all differ-
ent styles and price ranges of jewelry, glass, and anything
pretty Mom may want this year.  Don’t forget about Dad,
because he can come enjoy the Gallery.  With multiple
dealers specializing in “Mantiques,” Dad is bound to find
something cool to put in his collection or man cave.
Coins, neon signs, classic Americana, the Gallery has
plenty of great finds to keep Dad busy all day long.  An-
other great gift idea is a gift card to the Gallery so that
special someone can take a stroll down memory lane and
get away from the hustle and bustle of everyday life. 

Not only will you love the selection at the Gallery,

Willowstone Marketplace
2150 West Garden of the Gods Rd. 

Colorado Springs

Eron Johnson Antiques
www.eronjohnsonantiques.com

389 So. Lipan St. Denver, 

303-777-8700

  

       
           

       
     
        

        
        
  

          
          

           
        
          

           
           
 

            
           

         
           
  

        
      

           
         

          
         
     

          

          
    

  
 
  

  
    

  

       
         

       
        
        
     

         
         

          
        
           
        

        
           

          
           

         
          
        

       
       

         
        

         
          

   
         

         

         
           
      

        
   

          
          
         

  
 

 
 

 
 

  

   

  
 

 
  

 
  

   

    

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

   
  

   

    
   

  

   

    

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd., 

Arvada, Colorado

Check calendar for
antique discussion

topics & times

Ragtime Annies
4501 Wadsworth Blvd. 

Wheat Ridge, ColoradoP
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Heirlooms Antique Mall
1947 S. Havana, Aurora, CO

303-337-6880

Stop by on your way up or back from the slopes!

Ski Country Antiques & Home Decor
I-70 Floyd Hill, exit West on Frontage Road
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Heirlooms Antique Mall
1947 S. Havana, Aurora, CO

303-337-6880
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ESTABLISHED IN 1972 Volume 37, Number 3

DEVOTED TO ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, 
FURNITURE, ART AND DESIGN.

MARCH 2009
ESTABLISHED IN 1972 Volume 38, Number 3

DEVOTED TO ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, 
FURNITURE, ART AND DESIGN.

MARCH 2010
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May 2 & 3
DENVER POSTCARD & PAPER SHOW

Jefferson County Fairgrounds

�+(+.�"+��*0'-1#���((#.4��#(# .�0#/���
Corkscrew Auction
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ESTAblIShED In 1972 Volume 44, number 3

Phonograph History
Page 14Page 14

Colorado Antique Gallery Celebrates 24 Glorious Years

Continued on page 6

Explore Over 

130 Shoppes 

Under One Roof
8964 E. Hampden Ave., Denver, Colorado

World WIde Antique Show

March 11 - 13
Denver Mart, 58th Ave. & I-25

By Roy Nuhn 

Legend has it that many an Irishman, upon departing his native
village to go to America, would pause for a second and tuck a bit of
turf into his slender luggage. Thus, though in time he became an
American citizen, a piece of his beloved Emerald Isle would always
be near his heart. 

This love for both the land of their birth and for their new home-
land helps to explain the preponderance of Irish and American sym-
bols found on greeting postcards published for St. Patrick's Day a
century ago. 

Of the many holidays and celebrations we enjoy each year, only
three - St. Patrick's Day, Halloween, and Columbus Day have origins
in the arrival of a specific nationality to our shores. 

The Irish, who came in large numbers to this country throughout
the 19th century, early embraced March 17, St. Patrick's Day, as their
special day. It slowly became a wonderful blend of Irish pride and
American patriotism, as the Irish love and appreciation of America
counterbalanced the strong tug that the Emerald Isle exerted upon her
former sons and daughter and their descendants. 

The Irish, mainly Anglo-Irish and followers of the Anglican reli-
gion, were present in goodly numbers in pre-Revolutionary War days.
Festivities on St. Patrick's Day were being enjoyed as early as 1760 Continued on page 9

39th Annual Table Mountain Treasures
Doll Club 2016 Doll Show and Sale
March 18 & 19, Jeffco Fairgrounds

MArCh 2016

An Irish-American Tradition 

Early 20th Century 

St. Patrick’s Day Postcards
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South Broadway

50 W . Arizona Avenue 
Denver, Colorado 80223 

303-744-6505

These items sold at record prices
in our recent auctions

Sold for $2600

Sold for $4800 Sold for $46,000

Sold for $6100

Sold for $22,000

Sold for $3400

Sold for $14,500

Sold for $1900.00 Sold for $2100.00

Sold for $2800

We are looking for Fine Antiques, Estates, Artwork, Rare Collections,
Jewelry,  Sterling Silver, Stained Glass, Clocks, and Collectibles for 2016
Auctions. If you are   considering selling, give us a call. We will purchase
outright or take consignments for Special Auctions. If you have individual
pieces or an entire estate, please call Tom or email photos to
Bruhnsauction@gmail.com

Antiques & Estates Wanted for Upcoming Auctions



4 MARCH 2016 —Mountain States Collector www.mountainstatescollector.com

8964 E. Hampden Ave., Denver

(303) 721-7992

Explore over130 Shoppes 
Under One Roof!

Like us on Facebook

Hours:
Monday  -  Thursday:  10.00 - 6.00, Friday  -

Saturday:  10.00 - 7.00, Sunday:  12.00 - 5.00 



MARCH ANNIVERSARY SALE continues all month at the Colorado Antique Gallery,
5501 S. Broadway. Locally owned and operated for 24 years,with 285 dealers  offering
up to 50% off. Sale runs February 26th through April 3rd.  Join them for St. Patty's Day
fun on Saturday, March 12th. More info, call 303-794-8100.

MAR. 9: WWI & WWII WAR BONDS & RECRUITING POSTERS Discussion led by
Michael Finney at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More
information, or if you would be interested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call
Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

MAR. 11-13: WORLD WIDE ANTIQUE and VINTAGE SHOW at the Denver Mart in
the EXPO Building, 451 East 58th Avenue, Denver, CO. For more information, go to
www.findyourantique.com. Future shows will be July 15-17 and October 14-16.

MAR. 18-19: 39TH ANNUAL TABLE MOUNTAIN TREASURES DOLL CLUB 2016

DOLL SHOW & SALE, Early Sale, Fri., Mar. 18th 4-7 p.m., $10, Saturday Show & Sale,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., $5, Door prizes, Antique & Vintage Dolls, China-Composition - Hard Plas-
tic, Miniatures, Doll Accessories & Clothing, Lace - Material - Fabric - Ribbon, Toys & Bears,
to be held at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds, 15200 W. 6th Ave., (Frontage Road) Golden,
Colorado, Show Coordinator, Mary Ann, 303-985-2770

MAR. 23: ADVERTISING SHOW Discussion led by Dan Mayo & Jeff Johnson at 2:00
p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or
if you would be interested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or
Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

Upcoming Events 

APR. 6: CAST IRON BANKS Discussion led by Ski Rozanski at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadil-
lo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be interested in doing
a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

APR. 20: KENTUCKY DERBY Discussion led by Missy Taylor at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Ar-
madillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be interested in
doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

MAY 4: ESTE LAUDER SOLID PERFUMES Discussion led by Ski Rozanski at 2:00 p.m. at
The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be
interested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-
1677.

MAY 7, JUNE 4, JULY 2, AUGUST 6, SEPTEMBER 3, OCTOBER 1: A PARIS STREET MAR-

KET is at the Aspen Grove in Littleton, Colorado.  The 2016 Market is open from 8am to 3pm.
Rain or Shine! More information or to reserve your space in the market, call 303.877.9457 or
Email them at:tsvandel@msn.com.

MAY 16-21: SPRING FEVER AT LA CACHE SALE Cleaning house once again during the Spring
Clearance Sale at LaCache. All "RDF" items in our Building 404 will be reduced 50% with new items
added each and every day.  No reductions will be taken prior to these dates so mark your calendars now
for big savings.  All proceeds benefit Children's Hospital Colorado.  La Cache is located at 400 Downing
in Denver and open 10 AM to 4 PM. Call 303-668-8617 with any questions.

MAY 18: MADAME ALEXANDER DOLLS Discussion led by Dorothy Bruner & Linda Shan-
non at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information,
or if you would be interested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Char-

lotte at 303-403-1677.

JUNE 1: DR. SEUSS Discussion led by Cheryl Miller at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301
West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be interested in doing a presen-

tation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

JUNE 15: RARE CHINESE BOOKS Discussion led by C. Yves at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Ar-
madillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be interested in
doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

JULY 15-17: WORLD WIDE ANTIQUE and VINTAGE SHOW at the Denver Mart in the EXPO
Building, 451 East 58th Avenue, Denver, CO. For more information, go to www.findyourantique.com.
Future show will be October 14-16.

OCT. 14-16: WORLD WIDE ANTIQUE and VINTAGE SHOW at the Denver Mart in the EXPO

Building, 451 East 58th Avenue, Denver, CO. For more information, go to www.findyourantique.com. 

Auctions
BRUHNS AUCTION GALLERY, 50 W. Arizona Ave., Denver. We are looking for Fine An-
tiques, Estates, Artwork, Rare Collections, Jewelry, Sterling Silver, Stained Glass, Clocks, and Col-
lectibles for 2016 Auctions. If you are considering selling, give us a call. We purchase outright or take
consignments for Special Auctions. If you have individual pieces or an entire estate, email photos to
Bruhnsauction@aol.com. For more information, call Tom at 303-744-6505.

MARCH 6: HISTORICAL EPHEMERA AUCTION, CORBETT’S AUCTION HOUSE,
4921 S. Santa Fe Drive, Littleton, Colorado, live auction at 10 a.m., online bidding begins at
12 with www.liveauctioneers.com. More info, call 303-794-3532

APRIL 15 - MAY 1: INTERNATIONAL CORKSCREW AUCTION, 900 + antique and
collectible corkscrews, selling $100 to over $5000. For more information, contact: Paul

Luchsinger paulcork@cox.net (757.345.3984) or go to collector corkscrews.com
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By Bobbie Sweeney

St. Patrick's Day—a great day for the Irish in
America. It is not necessary that you come from Ire-

land or that you are born of Irish parents—everybody
suddenly becomes part of the fun-loving, hard-drink-
ing Irish culture on this festive day.

Whatever your favorite color happens to be, it
changes to green on St. Patrick's Day. Having an Irish
name helps, but Germans, Italians, Greeks, Chinese
and all the rest can have just as much fun drinking
green beer, eating green food, and wearing green on
this special day of the year.

Most cities in the United States have a parade on
this day. Businessmen, churches, schools—everyone
enters into the fun of making March 17 "a great day
for the Irish."

St. Patrick himself was born in England. He is
credited with having converted all of Ireland to Chris-
tianity by his biographers. Patrick was 16 years old
when he was captured by pirates, and taken to Ireland
and sold as a slave. He learned to love the Irish peo-
ple. When he escaped from slavery, six years later, he
became a monk in France. His greatest desire was to
return to Ireland as a mis-
sionary. He did return,
and founded more than
300 churches.

Many legends are
believed about St.
Patrick. It is hard to say
how true they are. It is
said that he chased all
the poisonous snakes out
of Ireland and into the
sea. The only snake he
allowed to stay was a
small brown snake that
helped rid the country of
insects. However, St.

Patrick did change the color of the snake to green, so
that he would blend in with the gorgeous greens of
the enchanting countryside.

Another legend tells of how St. Patrick planted the
shamrock in Ireland, then used the lovely three leaves
of the plant to explain the Holy Trinity to the Irish peo-
ple. One leaf represented the Father, one the Son, one
the Holy Ghost, and all three grew from the same stem.
As a result, the shamrock became the national flower
of Ireland.

St. Patrick became the Patron Saint of Ireland. The
anniversary of his death, March 17 in 461 A.D., has
been celebrated in America since colonial days. At
least 1/3rd of the men in George Washington's army
had been born in Ireland, and he encouraged them to
celebrate St. Patrick'a Day in 1775. It was not until
1875 that the day was celebrated nationwide.

When visiting in Ireland, a taste of Irish wiskey is
a must for all tourists—although the entire country is
bone-dry on St. Patrick's Day.
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Shows
About 

Table Mountain

Treasures Doll

Club
Chartered in 1977,  Table

Mountain Treasures Doll Club is
a non profit group of doll collec-
tors and enthusiasts who are
dedicated to the history and
preservation of antique and col-
lectible dolls. The club has spon-
sored a very successful annual
doll show for over 38 years, with
proceeds going to charitable and
club activities, such as the annu-
al Christmas party for children
at the Southwest Improvement
Council of Denver. 

Table Mountain Treasures
is a member of the National
United Federation of Doll
Clubs, Inc. The club thanks
everyone for their attendance in
prior years and looks forward to
seeing familiar as well as new
faces this year. 

Vendors at the show, to
be held March 18 and 19th
(see ad to the left) will have
diverse and exciting merchan-
dise including antique bisque,
china, and cloth dolls, modern
dolls, collectible dolls, doll
and doll house accessories,
doll clothing, books, and mis-
cellaneous doll and toy relat-
ed items. 

The show will appeal to
everyone, from the most devot-
ed collectors to new collectors
with a developing interest in
dolls. For more information, call
Mary Ann at 303-985-2770.

but their customer service is second to none.  The Gallery
has a permanent sales staff dedicated to making sure that
their patrons have the best antiquing experience in the
Metro region. Their sales staff does not consist of dealers
fulfilling their monthly obligation to work behind the
counter as part of their lease agreement.  Instead, they have
11 permanent staff members with decades of retail expe-
rience to ensure that their customers’ experience is the best
it can possibly be.  Can you say, “Service with a smile?”
The staff is happy to assist customers in contacting deal-
ers to try and make the best possible deal.  Did you cruise
your Vespa down to the Gallery and aren’t sure whether
the 19th Century buffet can come home with you?  Not to
worry, because with any purchase the Gallery also offers
30 days of free storage.  That is plenty of time to convince
your significant other that all your dining room needs is
the 19th Century buffet that you purchased last week and
have been stashing at the Colorado Antique Gallery.  Need
that piece delivered?  Well, they can arrange that too.  If
you have any questions, give them a call at (303)794-8100.
They have a little bit of everything, so be sure to come

take a peek this month during their 24th Anniversary Sale.  
The Colorado Antique Gallery would like to thank all

of its loyal patrons who have come through the doors over
the past 24 years. They truly appreciate every single one
of their loyal customers and can’t wait to see them all
again in 2016 and beyond.

Colorado Antique Gallery Celebrates 24 Glorious Years
Continued from page 1

Dealer Feature

Eron Johnson Antiques
www.eronjohnsonantiques.com

LLii tt tt lleettoonn  AAnntt iiqquueess  &&  SSuucchh
2677 W. Alamo Ave., Littleton

303-797-0326

Check calendar for
antique discussion

topics & times

OOlldd  WWaaggoonn  AAnntt iiqquueess  &&  
CCooll lleeccttaabblleess   NNooww  OOppeenn

IInn   NNoorrtthhgg ll eennnn,,   330033--228800--881111 44

The Barn
400 Third Street, Castle Rock, 

303-814-0066

Paulallen  Ant ique  Mall
4501 Wadsworth Blvd., Wheat Ridge

303-463-7796

The Colorado Antique Gallery will celebrate its six-
teenth anniversary with a GIANT ANTIQUES SHOW
& SALE, lasting the entire month of March, with up to
50% off most items. The continued usefulness and func-
tionality of antiques and collectibles has lead the Mall
to declare itself “green.” Instead of discarding or stor-
ing previously owned items, the Gallery is advocating
the everyday use of items manufactured in the past.
“What is old, is new again.”

With more than 51,000 square feet and 275 of Col-
orado’s top dealers, the Gallery remains Colorado’s
largest multi-dealer antique mall. Since its inception,
the Gallery has been known for quality merchandise, ex-
tensive variety and selection, outstanding antiques deal-
ers, and its super friendly staff. 

Asked what he attributes the Gallery’s success to,
founder, Len Duffey, replied, “It’s got to be our dealers,
our loyal patrons, and our dedicated employees. We are
very fortunate to have been able to attract Colorado’s
finest dealers. They are true professionals in every re-

spect, and their ability to locate, acquire and attractive-
ly display the unique, hard-to-find items is what our cus-
tomers have come to expect and appreciate. Their hard
work and talent really pays off in their success as well
as ours. We really do have the State’s finest antiques and
collectibles dealers and are proud that they have chosen
the Gallery as their “home.” Secondly, the Gallery has
become a “not-to-be-missed” destination for antique and
collectible enthusiasts statewide. Because of its mere
size, number of dealers, and the vast amount of mer-
chandise, things are constantly changing at the Gallery.
Our patrons make frequent visits in anticipation of dis-
covering that much sought-after treasure they’ve been
searching for. And last, but not least, our staff, headed
by Glenda Chamberlain and Dale Taylor is second to
none. Customer service and a friendly environment have
been major contributors to our success. From the very
beginning, we realized that we had two distinct sets of
customers — our patrons and our dealers. Without one,
you don’t have the other. Superior service and friendli-
ness is one way to ensure that all that visit the Colorado
Antique Gallery have a positive experience and leave

Forgotten Comic Strip Pioneer 
Gene Carr’s 

St. Patrick’St. Patrick’s Day s Day 
Postcards Postcards 

By Roy Nuhn 

Bumptious dogs and nasty little children. 
They were Gene Carr's trademark characters. He loved to draw

them and he did so throughout a two-decade long career as a pioneer
of the newest graphic art form - the comic strip. 

By such signs you always know the man behind the pen. His dogs
are noisy, self-assertive and unlovable mutts, and his children are
prank-playing, equally unlovable mutts. Rambling through daily comic
strips and color Sunday funnies, Carr's creations were familiar sights
to readers in the earliest decades of the 20th century. 

Yet, Carr never made much of a name for himself as a cartoonist
and today is counted among the also-rans. But he brushed elbows with
the best and even on occasion became partners with some of them for
a brief while. He was a journeyman, never a master of his trade. But it
wasn't for lack of talent or expertise that he never achieved wealth or
lasting fame. 
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ESTABLISHED IN 1972 Volume 37, Number 3

DEVOTED TO ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, 
FURNITURE, ART AND DESIGN.

MARCH 2009

Banjo Clocks
Page 11Page 11

Auction of Dog Paintings
Page 10Page 10

Continued on page 9

Colorado Antique Gallery Celebrates 16th Anniversary with ‘Green’ Theme
One of the St. Patrick's Day postcards done by Gene Carr
for The Rotograph Co. in 1906

Continued on page 7
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35rd Annual Glass & Pottery Show & Sale
Rocky Mountain Depression Glass Society

April 25 & 26
Douglas County Event Center, Castle Rock, CO

Antique Show & Sale
Pueblo State Fairground

March 14-15

The Traditions of St. Patrick’s Day



What makes collec-
tors compete hard for a
corkscrew which ends up
selling for thousands of
dollars? There’s no one
answer. In a recent
www.Col lec torCork-
screws.com auction, very
different styles of cork-
screw excited collectors
and attracted high bids.

One type is the clas-
sical English mechanical
corkscrews of the 19th
Century. These are the
cornerstone of most good
collections internationally. They are visually very impres-
sive, typically made of brass or polished steel with finely

turned wood or bone han-
dles. The mechanisms are
typically quite complex
and a pleasure to use. They
feel great in the hand and
display beautifully in a
wine cellar. They are not
super rare but every col-
lector wants one.

Two fine examples
sold in the November on-
line auction conducted by
CollectorCorkscrewsTM.

One was a beautiful
example of the “self ad-
justing” corkscrew regis-
tered in England in 1842

by Edwin Cotterill. It has a complicated perpetual mecha-
nism with a clutch which removes the cork from the bot-
tle and then the cork from the corkscrew. With its ebony
handle and brass barrel bearing a most impressive coat of
arms badge the Cotterill is one of the corkscrews most
prized by collectors even though it is not as rare as some.
Surprisingly, two Cotterills appeared in the sale one sell-
ing for $6,300 and a lesser example for $5,300. The main
difference was in the depth of the brass patina. Neither
had its original patina but one had been recently polished.
The better example also had its original dusting brush (for
dusting the top of the bottle before opening.)

The other English classic was a very fine rack and
pinion corkscrew complete with Edmund Lund’s bottle
grips patented in England in 1838 which sold for $7000.
The well patented brass barrel, rosewood handle with orig-
inal dusting brush have great visual appeal but, without
the rare and most distinctive bottle grips,(which hold the
corkscrew on top of the bottle) this rack and pinion
corkscrew would sell for around $500. The grips are quite
fragile and often snap off. An example with one grip miss-

ing sold for $2100.
Other highly col-

lectible corkscrews have
little visual appeal. Instead
the attraction comes from
its rarity and ingenuity,
particularly with a patent.
For example this little
multitool corkscrew which
also served as a keyring is
frankly underwhelming!
But its inventor Justus
Browning received a US
patent in 1911 for the nail
clipper feature. Though
the corkscrew itself is
basic, only 2 or 3 exam-
ples are known, prompting
serious competition be-
tween collectors of US
patented corkscrews. The
final bid was $1,860.

Many simple but in-

genious multitools and other devices with corkscrews are
marked with US patent details, particularly from that great
period of invention between the U.S. civil and first world
wars. Most are worth only a few dollars but if a quick
google search only reveals the patent details, and no eBay
sales, it is worth further research. A search of the Collec-
torCorkscrews.com data base will reveal hundreds of US
patent sales ranging from $100 to $25,000.

Some corkscrews are a mystery even to experienced
collectors and the authenticity of an undocumented “one-
off” piece is often challenged. In the November sale this
imposing one- off piece 1876 Centenial corkscrew (OLD
ABE) attracted considerable interest and some controver-
sy. After keen bidding it was finally sold to a prominent
American collector for $1200.

The top handle of the lever is in the shape of an eagle
and it is marked “1876 Centenial” on the bottom handle.
From the vendor’s extensive research it emerges that an
eagle named “Old Abe,” after playing a prominent role in
the American Civil War, was a popular attraction at the
1876 Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia. The vendor
also established that the misspelling “Centenial” was not
uncommon at the time. If this is a genuine item from 1876,
commemorating the centenary of American independence
it is truly a great bargain being the only known example.
As a corkscrew it is not particularly functional. Though
based on a contemporary French lever design, the screw
lacks a handle so the whole piece must be turned to insert
the screw into the cork.

CollectorCorkscrews.com operates twice yearly auc-
tion sales for better corkscrews and continually has lower
priced items available in the “buy now” section of the
website. Operated by collectors on a voluntary basis, Col-
lectCorkscrews.com maintains a public database of more
than 11,000 corkscrews sold on the site since 2008 which
is an invaluable research tool for buyers and sellers. The
next auction sale is scheduled for April 15-May 1, 2016.

Photos from top: Edwin Cotterill Self Adjusting
Corkscrew, Edmund Lund Bottle Grip, Justus Browning
1911 Multitool, Centenial 1876

For more information, contact: Paul Luchsinger
paulcork@cox.net (757.345.3984)
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Club News

What Makes a Corkscrew really Collectible?

Wheat Ridge

4501 Wadsworth Blvd ~
Wheat Ridge, CO
(303) 463-7796 

OUR SHOP FEATURES +50 SELECT VENDORS.  
EACH INDEPENDENT DEALER BRINGS THEIR OWN

UNIQUE PERSONALITY FILLING OUR 13,000 SQ./FT.,
THREE FLOOR BUILDING WITH

AMAZING ARTIFACTS 
AND ODDITIES 
—ANTIQUE TO 

CONTEMPORARY—
OUR BEAUTIFUL WHEAT RIDGE BUILDING

MAY HOLD AS MUCH HISTORY AS THE
ITEMS IT HOUSES! 

COME SEE OUR NEW DEALERS!!!

Monday - Saturday 10 - 5 
and Sunday 1 - 5

Antiques, Collectibles, Vintage

Primitives, Home Decor, Furniture

Toys, Books, Music and More
(We buy old toys!)

Over 25 Great Dealers Space Available

7341 W. 44th Ave., Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
1 Block East of Wadsworth on 44th Avenue

303-993-3868
Tuesday - Saturday 10-5

UNIQUE TREASURESUNIQUE TREASURES
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South Broadway

NEW European Shipment Arrives 1st Week of March! Over 204 New Pieces!
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So. Lipan, Denver

St. Patrick’s Day

Early 20th Century St. Patrick’s Day Postcards
in New York City. The holiday was even celebrated by many
officers and men of George Washington's Colonial Army. 

Throughout the 19th and into the 20th century, waves of
immigrants from Ireland came to this country year after year.
The Irish became an important continual presence in this na-

tion and contributed mightily to the proverbial melting pot. 
Irish consciousness of their heritage was especially strong

in the years between 1900 and 1920, the era that souvenir
postcards were in their heyday. 

Dozens of publishing companies, most of them in the
U.S. and a few in England, were kept busy manufacturing St.
Patrick's Day greeting style postcards by the hundreds of thou-
sands of copies. 

International Art, located in New York City, had its resi-
dent chief artist, Ellen Clapsaddle, design more than 90 dif-
ferent cards for the holiday. International Art, along with the
firms of John Winsch Co. and Fred Lounsury Co., were
among the most active American publishers. 

The leading producer, however, for the American market
was Raphael Tuck & Sons, of London, England. Tuck was
the world's largest postcard printer and creator of some of the
loveliest and most heartwarming ever made. 

They were responsible for at least a dozen different sets
of cards for St. Patrick's Day. 

All were sold exclusively through their New York City
branch. Sets has from six to twelve cards each and illustra-
tions consisted of Irish couples, harps, flags, great Irishmen,
St. Pat himself, pretty colleens, castles and lots of shamrocks
and shillelaghs. 

Nostalgia was the prevailing theme on nearly all of them,
though comedy, romance and even Irish-American patriotism
crept in at times. 

Collectors today find old St. Patrick's Day postcards in-
teresting relics of a bygone era. Some collectors specialize,
with interest strong for such categories as artists, a specific
publisher, patriotism and novelties. 

Another category is transportation and this has become
increasingly popular as of late. A wide range of postcards
shows Irish lads and lasses with a wonderful assortment of
vehicles. The most common are scenes of carts being pulled
by all sorts of animals. The list includes donkeys, horses, and
goats. 

Long a favorite with collectors, postcards with artwork
by Ellen Clapsaddle are delightful and winsome. Part of her
fabulous output for the holiday were some that fit nicely into
the transportation theme. These depicted families off on crazy
romps in automobiles or through the skies in dirigibles. 

Bi-planes, the wonder of the age, pop up occasionally on
all types of greeting cards and those for St. Patrick's Day are
no exception. One of the most interesting shows a glider-like
aircraft approaching New York City. Made by Tuck it is cap-
tioned "A Hundred Thousand Welcomes." 

When the "Golden Age" of picture postcards came to an
end in 1914, nearly all of the presses stopped and few holi-
day-themed cards were produced until more recent times. Old
stocks remained in the nation's five-and-dime stores for an-
other decade and it is possible to find postcards with later post-
marks. 

In 1985 the Irish Post Office produced a set of 10 post-
cards for the holiday. These were sent to a large number of
American collectors who were invited to address them to
friends and relatives, and return them, with proper payment,
for mailing, with special holiday postmarks, from Dublin. 

In many ways, the postcards of St. Patrick's Day are both
a celebration of turn-of-the-century Irish-American traditions
and a toast to the United States. They help us to recapture the
St. Patrick Days of so long ago. Such are some of the reasons
they are so collectable today. 

Olde Towne Littleton

Continued from page 1
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So. Broadway, Denver

Alluring

Inspired

Historic

Antique Row
Broadway
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Doll s  and  t o y s  a re  our  pa s s i on a t  

Turn  o f  t h e  Cen tu ry  Ant i qu e s  

Starr Antiques
Featuring Colonial and Federal Period furni-

ture and accessories.

Discover how accenting with a fine piece, big

or small, can give your home that extra panache:

The sophisticated design of Folk Art, the "hand"

in stoneware jugs, the patience of quilts, porce-

lain that traveled 2,000 miles from China 200

years ago, handmade furniture from craftsmen with decades of apprenticeship,

silver candlesticks from Colonial America, portraits as the keepers of memory.

Consignment of select pieces, 

whether from individuals or estates, are welcome.

Open Tuesday-Saturday, 10a.m.-5p.m. 

(303) 399-4537

starrantiques.com

1560 So. Broadway, Denver
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By Roy Nuhn 

The world's favorite married couple, Blondie and
Dagwood, have been living in our neighborhood for over
70 years now. Chic Young's seemingly immortal
"Blondie," whose continued appearance in over 2,000
newspapers around the world makes it the most popular
comic strip of all time, was first seen on September 15,
1930. Appearing in the dailies and Sunday funnies ever
since, the Bumsteads quickly came to be loved by Ameri-
cans as if they were next-door neighbors. 

Young did not invent the family theme comic strip,
but he certainly perfected it. In the many years since,
"Blondie" has had dozens of imitators but no equals. It
also substantially influenced radio and television situa-
tion-comedy shows. 

The comic strip, however, did not begin as a family
affair. Originally, it was the adventures of a charming and
lovely, though penniless, socialite flapper who rarely
played with a full deck. Blondie Boopadoop (yes, that was
her real name), always surrounded by admiring men, was
constantly pursued by a dogged and determine million-
aire's son, Dagwood Bumstead. But Dagwood didn't have
a ghost of a chance until Young, sensing a change in the
mood of the country caused by the worsening economic
depression altered course in mid-stream. 

On February 17, 1933, Blondie and Dagwood were
married in the very first wedding ever to occur in the
funny papers. Blondie shed her Roaring '20s look to be-
come a feminine, level-headed housewife and mother of
the new era. Dagwood's family disinherited him, and he

found himself a working man - for the cranky and grouchy
Mr. Dithers. 

The following years saw the birth of Baby Dumpling,
who later became Alexander, and seven years later, a
daughter, Cookie, came along. The Bumsteads were now
a standard, typical, middle class - though not too typical -

which the reading public
could so easily identify
with. 

The comic strip was a
never-ending chronicle of
Dagwood's attempts to tri-
umph over life's constant
small adversities of job
and marriage. He wins a
few, just enough to whet
the appetites of sympathet-
ic male readers, but most
times he comes up short. 

Dagwood is a kind-
hearted, sincere and loyal
husband, father and em-
ployee, who is also a bum-
bling, though well-inten-
tioned, incompetent, con-

stantly getting himself into trouble. Blondie, the real
brains of the family, is forever rescuing him - or finding
him out. 

Chic Young continued to do "Blondie" until his death
in 1973. At that time, his son, Dean, and Jim Raymond,
both long-time assistants to Young took over the strip and
maintained the same style and flavor. From all indications,
the changeover has had no effect on the strip's widespread
acceptance. 

In 1938, when the cartoon was still not quite a decade
old, Columbia studios made its first Blondie movie, aptly
titled "Blondie." Penny Singleton and veteran actor Arthur
Lake, forever fixed afterward in the public's mind as
Blondie and Dagwood, were the stars. 

In all, the duo starred in 29 Blondie films for Colum-
bia. They were produced on the average of one every six
months, the last being "Blondie's Hero" in 1950. These
movies, though definitely "B" grade, were hits with gen-
erations of moviegoers and later with television viewers.
Today the avid collector can find one-sheet posters, lobby
cards, and black-and-white promotional stills from all of
them. 

Arthur Lake and Penny Singleton took their roles to
radio for a successful 11-year run under the sponsorship
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By Roy Nuhn 

The world's favorite married couple, Blondie and
Dagwood, have been living in our neighborhood for over
70 years now. Chic Young's seemingly immortal
"Blondie," whose continued appearance in over 2,000
newspapers around the world makes it the most popular
comic strip of all time, was first seen on September 15,
1930. Appearing in the dailies and Sunday funnies ever
since, the Bumsteads quickly came to be loved by Ameri-
cans as if they were next-door neighbors. 

Young did not invent the family theme comic strip,
but he certainly perfected it. In the many years since,
"Blondie" has had dozens of imitators but no equals. It

also substantially influenced radio and television situa-
tion-comedy shows. 

The comic strip, however, did not begin as a family
affair. Originally, it was the adventures of a charming and
lovely, though penniless, socialite flapper who rarely
played with a full deck. Blondie Boopadoop (yes, that was
her real name), always surrounded by admiring men, was
constantly pursued by a dogged and determine million-
aire's son, Dagwood Bumstead. But Dagwood didn't have
a ghost of a chance until Young, sensing a change in the
mood of the country caused by the worsening economic
depression altered course in mid-stream. 

On February 17, 1933, Blondie and Dagwood were
married in the very first wedding ever to occur in the

funny papers. Blondie shed
her Roaring '20s look to
become a feminine, level-
headed housewife and
mother of the new era.
Dagwood's family disin-
herited him, and he found
himself a working man -
for the cranky and grouchy
Mr. Dithers. 

The following years
saw the birth of Baby
Dumpling, who later
became Alexander, and

seven years later, a daughter, Cookie, came along. The
Bumsteads were now a standard, typical, middle class -
though not too typical - which the reading public could so
easily identify with. 

The comic strip was a never-ending chronicle of Dag-
wood's attempts to triumph over life's constant small
adversities of job and marriage. He wins a few, just
enough to whet the appetites of sympathetic male readers,
but most times he comes up short. 

Dagwood is a kind-hearted, sincere and loyal hus-
band, father and employee, who is also a bumbling,
though well-intentioned, incompetent, constantly getting
himself into trouble. Blondie, the real brains of the family,
is forever rescuing him - or finding him out. 

Chic Young continued to do "Blondie" until his death
in 1973. At that time, his son, Dean, and Jim Raymond,
both long-time assistants to Young took over the strip and
maintained the same style and flavor. From all indications,
the changeover has had no effect on the strip's widespread
acceptance. 

In 1938, when the cartoon was still not quite a decade
old, Columbia studios made its first Blondie movie, aptly
titled "Blondie." Penny Singleton and veteran actor Arthur
Lake, forever fixed afterward in the public's mind as
Blondie and Dagwood, were the stars. 

In all, the duo starred in 29 Blondie films for Colum-
bia. They were produced on the average of one every six
months, the last being "Blondie's Hero" in 1950. These
movies, though definitely "B" grade, were hits with gen-
erations of moviegoers and later with television viewers.
Today the avid collector can find one-sheet posters, lobby
cards, and black-and-white promotional stills from all of
them. 

Arthur Lake and Penny Singleton took their roles to
radio for a successful 11-year run under the sponsorship
of, first, Camel Cigarettes and later, Super Suds. 

Arthur Lake, with Pamela Britton playing Blondie,
reprised his role as Dagwood for NBC on television short-
ly after New Year's Day in 1957. But this first of two
attempts lasted only a few months. Likewise, in 1968, a
new "Blondie," with Will Hutchins and Patricia Hartly
heading the cast, managed to survive the ratings wars for
less than six months. 

Except for a paper doll booklet, with illustrations of
the show's stars, and a couple of coloring books - all by
Saalfield, few collectibles can be found about this final try
for a broadcast winner. 

The success and popularity of "Blondie" gave birth to
a considerable amount of memorabilia and souvenirs over
the years. All of them are now in demand by collectors and
nostalgia buffs. 

Included are many paper doll booklets, the first by
Whitman in 1940; and dozens of coloring books - also
originated by Whitman in 1940. Other publishers of simi-
lar novelty books were Saalfield, Lowe, and Artcraft. The
Bumstead family also appeared as paper dolls in newspa-
pers during the 1930s. 

Beginning in 1938 several publishing houses pro-
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By Roy Nuhn 

The world's favorite married couple, Blondie and
Dagwood, have been living in our neighborhood for over
70 years now. Chic Young's seemingly immortal
"Blondie," whose continued appearance in over 2,000
newspapers around the world makes it the most popular
comic strip of all time, was first seen on September 15,
1930. Appearing in the dailies and Sunday funnies ever
since, the Bumsteads quickly came to be loved by Ameri-
cans as if they were next-door neighbors. 

Young did not invent the family theme comic strip,
but he certainly perfected it. In the many years since,
"Blondie" has had dozens of imitators but no equals. It

also substantially influenced radio and television situa-
tion-comedy shows. 

The comic strip, however, did not begin as a family
affair. Originally, it was the adventures of a charming and
lovely, though penniless, socialite flapper who rarely
played with a full deck. Blondie Boopadoop (yes, that was
her real name), always surrounded by admiring men, was
constantly pursued by a dogged and determine million-
aire's son, Dagwood Bumstead. But Dagwood didn't have
a ghost of a chance until Young, sensing a change in the
mood of the country caused by the worsening economic
depression altered course in mid-stream. 

On February 17, 1933, Blondie and Dagwood were
married in the very first wedding ever to occur in the

funny papers. Blondie shed
her Roaring '20s look to
become a feminine, level-
headed housewife and
mother of the new era.
Dagwood's family disin-
herited him, and he found
himself a working man -
for the cranky and grouchy
Mr. Dithers. 

The following years
saw the birth of Baby
Dumpling, who later
became Alexander, and

seven years later, a daughter, Cookie, came along. The
Bumsteads were now a standard, typical, middle class -
though not too typical - which the reading public could so
easily identify with. 

The comic strip was a never-ending chronicle of Dag-
wood's attempts to triumph over life's constant small
adversities of job and marriage. He wins a few, just
enough to whet the appetites of sympathetic male readers,
but most times he comes up short. 

Dagwood is a kind-hearted, sincere and loyal hus-
band, father and employee, who is also a bumbling,
though well-intentioned, incompetent, constantly getting
himself into trouble. Blondie, the real brains of the family,
is forever rescuing him - or finding him out. 

Chic Young continued to do "Blondie" until his death
in 1973. At that time, his son, Dean, and Jim Raymond,
both long-time assistants to Young took over the strip and
maintained the same style and flavor. From all indications,
the changeover has had no effect on the strip's widespread
acceptance. 

In 1938, when the cartoon was still not quite a decade
old, Columbia studios made its first Blondie movie, aptly
titled "Blondie." Penny Singleton and veteran actor Arthur
Lake, forever fixed afterward in the public's mind as
Blondie and Dagwood, were the stars. 

In all, the duo starred in 29 Blondie films for Colum-
bia. They were produced on the average of one every six
months, the last being "Blondie's Hero" in 1950. These
movies, though definitely "B" grade, were hits with gen-
erations of moviegoers and later with television viewers.
Today the avid collector can find one-sheet posters, lobby
cards, and black-and-white promotional stills from all of
them. 

Arthur Lake and Penny Singleton took their roles to
radio for a successful 11-year run under the sponsorship
of, first, Camel Cigarettes and later, Super Suds. 

Arthur Lake, with Pamela Britton playing Blondie,
reprised his role as Dagwood for NBC on television short-
ly after New Year's Day in 1957. But this first of two
attempts lasted only a few months. Likewise, in 1968, a
new "Blondie," with Will Hutchins and Patricia Hartly
heading the cast, managed to survive the ratings wars for
less than six months. 

Except for a paper doll booklet, with illustrations of
the show's stars, and a couple of coloring books - all by
Saalfield, few collectibles can be found about this final try
for a broadcast winner. 

The success and popularity of "Blondie" gave birth to
a considerable amount of memorabilia and souvenirs over
the years. All of them are now in demand by collectors and
nostalgia buffs. 

Included are many paper doll booklets, the first by
Whitman in 1940; and dozens of coloring books - also
originated by Whitman in 1940. Other publishers of simi-
lar novelty books were Saalfield, Lowe, and Artcraft. The
Bumstead family also appeared as paper dolls in newspa-
pers during the 1930s. 

Beginning in 1938 several publishing houses pro-
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of, first, Camel Cigarettes and later, Super Suds. 
Arthur Lake, with Pamela Britton playing Blondie,

reprised his role as Dagwood for NBC on television short-
ly after New Year's Day in 1957. But this first of two at-
tempts lasted only a few months. Likewise, in 1968, a new
"Blondie," with Will Hutchins and Patricia Hartly head-
ing the cast, managed to survive the ratings wars for less
than six months. 

Except for a paper doll booklet, with illustrations of
the show's stars, and a couple of coloring books - all by
Saalfield, few collectibles can be found about this final
try for a broadcast winner. 

The success and popularity of "Blondie" gave birth
to a considerable amount of memorabilia and souvenirs
over the years. All of them are now in demand by collec-
tors and nostalgia buffs. 

Included are many paper doll booklets, the first by
Whitman in 1940; and dozens of coloring books - also
originated by Whitman in 1940. Other publishers of simi-
lar novelty books were Saalfield, Lowe, and Artcraft. The
Bumstead family also appeared as paper dolls in newspa-
pers during the 1930s. 

Beginning in 1938 several publishing houses pro-
duced numerous comic books. Most were monthly or
semi-monthly issues. Everyone, even "Daisy and Her
Pups" (six of them on an irregular basis between 1951 and
1955) headlined a comic book series. 

In the late 1930s hardcover and softcover books,
aimed at children of all ages, poured off of the presses.
These related the comedic mishaps of Blondie, Dagwood,
and their kids and pets. 

Blondie From A to Z (David McKay Co., 1945), for
example, was an A-B-C book for very young readers. On
the other hand, Blondie's Cookbook (David McKay Co.,
1947) was targeted toward older children, since it blend-
ed together, ever so nicely, recipes and small-sized car-
toons. 

The famous Big Little Books series from Whitman
boasted of at least 14 different Blondie releases. All were
done in comic book style. Blondie and Baby Dumpling
kicked of the series in 1937 and Blondie - Fun for All fin-
ished it in 1949. 

So popular were the Bumsteads during the last six
decades, thanks to radio, the movies and the comic strip
itself, that Blondie and hubby Dagwood became Ameri-

can pop-art heroes. They
and their children showed
up on everything imagin-
able, from Dixie cup lids
and Pep Cereal pins in the
1940s to all sorts of greet-
ing cards. Mechanical
valentines featuring them
began appearing shortly
after World War II and are
highly prized today. 

Toys, particularly
Marx Company's "Dag-
wood's Aeroplane" (1935)
and "Blondie's Jalopy"
(1940s) wind-up mechani-
cals; paint sets of the
1940s and '50s; board
games; playing cards; and
cloth dolls by Columbia
Toy Products Co. in the
1950s are just a few of the
many treasures once sold
about America's favorite
cartoon family that are
now eagerly sought by col-
lectors. 

Dagwood and Blondie,
in the tradition of comic
strips and their heroes and
heroines, never grow old.
They are as youthful and
fresh today as they were
more than 70 years ago.
True. Alexander and
Cookie have grown up, but
even so, it took more than
a half-century for them to
become teenagers. 

But the Bumsteads
have kept up to date.
Blondie is much more the
liberated woman nowa-
days. In fact, a few years
ago she went to work run-
ning her own catering ser-
vice. And Dagwood, for a
short while, quit his job
with Mr. Dithers to work
with her. 

Thanks to Dagwood,
Blondie, and the rest of
their family; all of their

neighbors; friends; co-workers; and boss Mr. Dithers, we
have had over seven decades of wonderful memories, nov-
elties and toys to collect. 
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The world's favorite married couple, Blondie and
Dagwood, have been living in our neighborhood for over
70 years now. Chic Young's seemingly immortal
"Blondie," whose continued appearance in over 2,000
newspapers around the world makes it the most popular
comic strip of all time, was first seen on September 15,
1930. Appearing in the dailies and Sunday funnies ever
since, the Bumsteads quickly came to be loved by Ameri-
cans as if they were next-door neighbors. 

Young did not invent the family theme comic strip,
but he certainly perfected it. In the many years since,
"Blondie" has had dozens of imitators but no equals. It

also substantially influenced radio and television situa-
tion-comedy shows. 

The comic strip, however, did not begin as a family
affair. Originally, it was the adventures of a charming and
lovely, though penniless, socialite flapper who rarely
played with a full deck. Blondie Boopadoop (yes, that was
her real name), always surrounded by admiring men, was
constantly pursued by a dogged and determine million-
aire's son, Dagwood Bumstead. But Dagwood didn't have
a ghost of a chance until Young, sensing a change in the
mood of the country caused by the worsening economic
depression altered course in mid-stream. 

On February 17, 1933, Blondie and Dagwood were
married in the very first wedding ever to occur in the

funny papers. Blondie shed
her Roaring '20s look to
become a feminine, level-
headed housewife and
mother of the new era.
Dagwood's family disin-
herited him, and he found
himself a working man -
for the cranky and grouchy
Mr. Dithers. 

The following years
saw the birth of Baby
Dumpling, who later
became Alexander, and

seven years later, a daughter, Cookie, came along. The
Bumsteads were now a standard, typical, middle class -
though not too typical - which the reading public could so
easily identify with. 

The comic strip was a never-ending chronicle of Dag-
wood's attempts to triumph over life's constant small
adversities of job and marriage. He wins a few, just
enough to whet the appetites of sympathetic male readers,
but most times he comes up short. 

Dagwood is a kind-hearted, sincere and loyal hus-
band, father and employee, who is also a bumbling,
though well-intentioned, incompetent, constantly getting
himself into trouble. Blondie, the real brains of the family,
is forever rescuing him - or finding him out. 

Chic Young continued to do "Blondie" until his death
in 1973. At that time, his son, Dean, and Jim Raymond,
both long-time assistants to Young took over the strip and
maintained the same style and flavor. From all indications,
the changeover has had no effect on the strip's widespread
acceptance. 

In 1938, when the cartoon was still not quite a decade
old, Columbia studios made its first Blondie movie, aptly
titled "Blondie." Penny Singleton and veteran actor Arthur
Lake, forever fixed afterward in the public's mind as
Blondie and Dagwood, were the stars. 

In all, the duo starred in 29 Blondie films for Colum-
bia. They were produced on the average of one every six
months, the last being "Blondie's Hero" in 1950. These
movies, though definitely "B" grade, were hits with gen-
erations of moviegoers and later with television viewers.
Today the avid collector can find one-sheet posters, lobby
cards, and black-and-white promotional stills from all of
them. 

Arthur Lake and Penny Singleton took their roles to
radio for a successful 11-year run under the sponsorship
of, first, Camel Cigarettes and later, Super Suds. 

Arthur Lake, with Pamela Britton playing Blondie,
reprised his role as Dagwood for NBC on television short-
ly after New Year's Day in 1957. But this first of two
attempts lasted only a few months. Likewise, in 1968, a
new "Blondie," with Will Hutchins and Patricia Hartly
heading the cast, managed to survive the ratings wars for
less than six months. 

Except for a paper doll booklet, with illustrations of
the show's stars, and a couple of coloring books - all by
Saalfield, few collectibles can be found about this final try
for a broadcast winner. 

The success and popularity of "Blondie" gave birth to
a considerable amount of memorabilia and souvenirs over
the years. All of them are now in demand by collectors and
nostalgia buffs. 

Included are many paper doll booklets, the first by
Whitman in 1940; and dozens of coloring books - also
originated by Whitman in 1940. Other publishers of simi-
lar novelty books were Saalfield, Lowe, and Artcraft. The
Bumstead family also appeared as paper dolls in newspa-
pers during the 1930s. 

Beginning in 1938 several publishing houses pro-
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America's Favorite Couple: blondie and Dagwood

SIDEBAR 

COLLECTING BLONDIE 
Blondie collectibles that were printed or made in the last 20 to

30 years can still be found at local tag and garage sales. These are most-
ly comic books, coloring books and paper doll booklets. But because
they were children's playthings, they are not always in the best condi-
tion. Dealers who specialize in ephemera, comic art, Americana, chil-
dren's books and advertising collectibles are a good source and their
advertisements will be found in all of the antique and hobby publica-
tions. 

There is no single place to look for price information. A good
start is to read through the various yearly antique and collectible price
guides, especially Bake's Price Guide to Character Toy Premiums (Col-
lectors Books, 1996). There are also a number of toy price guides. The
following is a random look at a wide range of Blondie and Dagwood
collectibles. 
Big Little Books 

Blondie and Baby Dumpling (Whitman, 1939) $35 
Blondie and Dagwood in Bot Water (Whitman, 1944) $20 

Board Games 
"Blondie" (Parker Brothers, early 1970s) $30
"Blondie Goes to Leisureland" (1935, 1940), Westinghouse Elec-

tric Co. premium $40
"Blondie & Dagwood's Race for the Office" (Jaymar, 1950) $60

Books 
Blondie, 100 Selected Top Laughs (David McKay Co., 1944)

$40
Card Games 

"Oh Blondie!" (Whitman, 1941) $50
Coloring Books 

"Blondie," various issues (1980s) $6
Comic Books 

"Blondie," various issues (1980s) $3
"Blondie Comics" (No.9, Dec.-Jan. 1948, David McKay Co.)

$20
Film Memorabilia 
"Blondie for Victory," lobby card (1942) $20
Greeting Cards 

Christmas, folded (1940s) $20
Valentine, mechanical (1940s) $40

Miscellaneous 
Pin, Pep Cereal (1940s) $20
Paint box, lithographed tin (American Crayon Co. 1946) $40
Postcard, Picture That, Miami, Fla. (1980s) $5

Paper Dolls 
"Dagwood" (and others), Sunday color panel (1938) $15
"Blondie" booklet from TV show (Saalfield 1968) $35
Puzzles 
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Recording History

By Maureen Timm 

The first great invention developed by Edison in Menlo Park
was the tin foil phonograph. While working to improve the efficien-
cy of a telegraph transmitter, he noticed that the tape of the machine
gave off a noise resembling spoken words when played at a high
speed. This caused him to wonder if he could record a telephone
message. He began experimenting with the diaphragm of a telephone
received by attaching a needle to it. He reasoned that the needle could
prick paper tape to record a message. His experiments led him to try
a stylus on a tinfoil cylinder, which, to his great surprise, played back
the short message he recorded, "Mary had a little lamb." 

The word phonograph was the trade name for Edison's device,
which played cylinders rather than discs. The machine had two nee-
dles: one for recording and one for playback. When you spoke into
the mouthpiece, the sound vibrations of your voice would be indent-
ed onto the cylinder by the recording needle. This cylinder phono-
graph was the first machine that could record and reproduce sound
created a sensation and brought Edison international fame. 

August 12, 1877 is the date popularly given for Edison's com-
pletion of the model for the first phonograph. He toured the country
with the tin foil phonograph, and was invited to the White House to
demonstrate it to President Rutherford B. Hayes in April 1878. 

In May 1889, the first "phonograph parlor" opened in San Fran-
cisco. Customers would sit at a desk where they could speak through
a tube, and order a selection for one nickel. Through a separate tube
connected to a cylinder phonograph in the room below, the selection
would then be played. By the mid-1890s, most American cities had
at least one phonograph parlor. 

By 1890, record manufacturers had begun using rudimentary
duplication process to mass-produce their product. While the live
performers recorded the master phonograph, up to ten tubes led to
blank cylinders in other phonographs. Until this development, each
record had to be custom-made. Before long, a more advanced pan-
tograph-based process made it possible to simultaneously produce
150 copies of each record. 

However, as demand for certain records grew, popular artists
still needed to re-record and re-re-record their songs. Reportedly, the
medium's first major African-American star, George Washington
Johnson, was obliged to perform his "The Laughing Coon" (or
"Laughing Song") more than fifty times in a day, at twenty cents per
rendition. (The average price of a single cylinder in the mid-1890s
was about fifty cents.) 

Businessman Jesse H. Lippincott assumed control of the phono-

graph companies by becom-
ing sole licensee of the Amer-
ican Graphophone Company
and by purchasing the Edison
Phonograph Company from
Edison. In an arrangement
which eventually included
most other phonograph mak-
ers as well, he formed the
North American Phonograph
Company on July 14,1888. 

Lippincott saw the po-
tential use of the phonograph only in the business field and leased
the phonographs as office dictating machines to various member
companies which each had its own sales territory. Unfortunately, this
business did not prove to be very profitable, receiving significant
opposition from stenographers. 

EDISON'S PHONOGRAPH DOLL 

Meanwhile, the Edison Factory produced talking dolls in 1890
for the Edison Phonograph Toy Manufacturing Co. The dolls con-

tained tiny wax cylinders. Edison's rela-
tionship with the company ended in
March of 1891, and the dolls are very rare
today. 

Edison's Talking Doll was an historic
step in phonograph history - the first
phonograph marketed for home entertain-
ment, with a pre-recorded cylinder. 

The original price was $10 with a
simple chemise and $20-$25 with full
dress. This was a huge sum for the time,
equal to about two week’s salary for the

average person. The phonograph inside the body of the doll was tiny,
with a small horn pointing up toward holes in the doll's chest. 

The Edison Phonograph Works also produced musical cylin-
ders for coin-slot phonographs which some of the subsidiary com-
panies had started to use. These proto-"jukeboxes" were a develop-
ment which pointed to the future of phonographs as entertainment
machines. 

In the fall of 1890, Lippincott fell ill and lost control of the
North American Phonograph Co. to Edison, who was its principal
creditor. Edison changed the policy of rentals to outright sales of the
machines, but changed little else. 

Edison increased the entertainment offerings on his cylinders,

which by 1892 were made of a wax known among collectors today
as "brown wax." Although called by this name, the cylinders could
range in color from off-white to light tan to dark brown. An an-
nouncement at the beginning of the cylinder would typically indi-
cate the title, artist, and company. 

In January 1896, he starred the National Phonograph Company
which would manufacture phonographs for home entertainment use.
Within three years, branches of the company were located in Eu-
rope. Under the aegis of the company, he announced the Spring
Motor Phonograph in 1896, followed by the Edison Home Phono-
graph, and he began the commercial issue of cylinders under the new
company's label. 

A year later, the Edison Standard Phonograph was manufac-
tured and then exhibited in the press in 1898. This was the first
phonograph to carry the Edison trademark design. 

Prices for the phonographs had significantly diminished from
its early days of $150 (in 1891) down to $20 for the Standard model
and $7.50 for a model known as the Gem, introduced in 1899. 

Standard-sized cylinders, which tended to be 4.25" long and
2.1875" in diameter, were 50 cents each and typically played at 120
r.p.m. A variety of selections were featured on the cylinders, includ-
ing marches, sentimental ballads, coon songs, hymns, comic mono-
logues and descriptive specialties, which offered sound reenactments
of events. 

The Edison Concert Phonograph, which had a louder sound
and a larger cylinder measuring 4.25" long and 5" in diameter, was
introduced in 1899, retailing for $125 and the large cylinders for $4.
The Concert Phonograph did not sell well, and prices for it and its
cylinders were dramatically reduced. Their production ceased in
1912. 

A process for mass-producing duplicate wax cylinders was put
into effect in 1901. The cylinders were molded, rather than engraved
by a stylus, and a harder wax was used. The process was referred to
as Gold Moulded, because of a gold vapor given off by gold elec-
trodes used in the process. Sub-masters were created from the gold
master, and the cylinders were made from these molds. From a sin-
gle mold 120 to 150 cylinders could be produced every day. The new
wax used was black in color, and the cylinders were initially called
New High Speed Hard Wax Moulded Records until the name was
changed to Gold Moulded. By mid-1904, the savings in mass dupli-
cation was reflected in the price for cylinders which had been low-
ered to 35 cents each. Beveled ends were made on the cylinders to
accommodate titles 

Edison Credited with Developing First Phonographs

Continued on page 22



www.mountainstatescollector.com Mountain States Collector—MARCH 2016 15

Around Town

Antique dealers, shows and shops, if you have news, sales or important informa-

tion you want to share with the antique community call Jon DeStefano at

720-276-2777 or go to jondestef@gmail.com. Deadline is the 20th of each month. 

Lakewood

Jenny’s Junk Emporium
High-end Collectibles 

(despite what the name may imply). 
Steam engines, locomotives, trains, crystal, china, jewelry,

vintage and small unique collectible finds.

Consignments and Layaways

Jenny & Bill Andrus
6625 W. Mississippi Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80226

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

303-570-1590

!!''""##����""�����������!!����""���
����##��%%���������!!�����������!!##��
�������������������&&��""���������""��
��������""�������##��  $$��""���

����&&����!!''

��������������#!��#
����&��������!����
���� 		����������

����������

A Paris Street Market Coming in May
A Paris Street Market at Aspen

Grove in Littleton is an open-air, vintage,
antique and artisan market, is celebrat-
ing its 15th anniversary this year. The
2016 Market is open on the following
dates from 8am to 3pm. Rain or Shine!
May 7, June 4, July 2, August 6, Septem-
ber 3, October 1. Many of the vendors
have been with the market since its in-
ception on that rainy (more like snow),
cold morning in May of 2001. Accord-
ing to the Vandels, who sponsor the
event, “We've seen many great changes, met lots of fabulous people and collected abun-
dant treasures over the past 15 seasons. And...we wouldn't change a thing!”

A Paris Street Market...Where "objets trouvés" (personal treasures) are the every-
day! The Thrill of the Hunt - it's not about acquiring more "stuff" it's about the deal, the
fun of finding that little piece of Americana that makes your "heart skip a beat" and
most of all gathering with friends and making new acquaintances.

More information, call 303.877.9457 or email them at: tsvandel @msn.com

The World Wide Antique & Vintage Show
March 11-13

The World Wide Antique & Vintage Shows are among the premier events in the an-
tique industry. The shows have been held in Denver for 40 years in the Denver Mart
Expo building. The EXPO building is fully carpeted, heated/air conditioned and conve-
niently located off Interstate I-25 and the 58th Avenue exit.

There are three Shows Each Year, one in Spring, Summer & Fall. Each show is held
Friday - Sunday. The next show is March 11-13, 2016 at the Denver Mart in the EXPO
Building - 451 East 58th Avenue, Suite 4270, Denver, CO. Each show features between
85-110 antique & vintage dealers from around the United States. Each dealer changes
merchandise between each show, as they travel the globe to find new and interesting
items to bring to the show and its collectors in the Greater Denver area. 

While attending the show you can enjoy a meal in their on-site cafe or take advan-
tage of their coffee cart.  The show provides ample free parking. 

Table Mountain Treasures Doll Club Show 
March 18 & 19

Chartered in 1977,  Table Mountain Treasures Doll Club is a non profit group of doll collectors
and enthusiasts who are dedicated to the history and preservation of antique and collectible dolls. The
club has sponsored a very successful annual doll show for over 38 years, with proceeds going to chari-

table and club activities, such as the annual Christmas party for chil-
dren at the Southwest Improvement Council of Denver. 

Table Mountain Treasures is a member of the National United Fed-
eration of Doll Clubs, Inc. The club thanks everyone for their atten-
dance in prior years and looks forward to seeing familiar as well as

new faces this year. 
Vendors at the show, to be held March 18 and 19th at Jeffco Fairgrounds will have diverse and

exciting merchandise including antique bisque, china, and cloth dolls, modern dolls, collectible dolls,
doll and doll house accessories, doll clothing, books, and miscellaneous doll and toy related items. 

The show will appeal to everyone, from the most devoted collectors to new collectors with a de-
veloping interest in dolls. For more information, call Mary Ann at 303-985-2770.
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Corbett’s Auction HouseCorbett’s Auction House
Historical Ephemera Auction

4921 S. Santa Fe Drive

Littleton, Colorado 80210 

Info@Corbettsauctionhouse.com
www.corbettsauctionhousecom

Seeking Public Consignments

303-794-3532

AUCTION
Sunday, March 6. 2016

Live auction 10:00 a.m.
online bidding begins at 12:00

www.liveauctioneers.com
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Denver

Antiques & Decorative Accessories
Original Art, Vintage, Lighting, Crystal  & Silver

Hand-painted Furniture, Rugs

Aurora

East 

Central

Denver

ColfaxOn January
18, we observe
the birthday of
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. King
was the chief
spokesman for
n o n v i o l e n t
activism in the
civil rights move-
ment. He suc-
cessfully protest-
ed discrimination
in federal and
state laws. He
also recognized
the power of ser-
vice to strengthen
communities and
achieve common goals. 

In honor of King's memory, the National Martin
Luther King Day of Service was started by Pennsylva-
nia Senator Harris Wofford and Atlanta Congressman
John Lewis, who co-authored the King Holiday and
Service Act. The federal legislation was signed into

law by President Bill Clinton on August 23, 1994. 
The goal of the Act honoring King is to make the

holiday a day when people of all ages and backgrounds
come together to improve lives, bridge social barriers,
and move our nation closer to the "Beloved Communi-
ty" that King envisioned. 

Since its inception, participation in public service
projects has grown each year. 

In 2009, a record number of Americans honored
King and answered then president-elect Obama's call
to service by volunteering on the January 19 King Day
of Service. 

More than 13,000
service projects took
place across the country,
twice as many as in the
previous year. 

Americans made it
"a day on, not a day off"
by delivering meals,
refurbishing schools,
helping older people,
reading to children, sign-
ing up mentors, and
much more. 

Warman’s Handbags Field Guide by Abigail Ruther-
ford. Excellent vintage purse resource. More than 500
color illustrations and values. Softcover, index, 512
pages, $14.99 plus shipping from Krause Publications, 1-
800-258-0929.

Looking At European Frames: A Guide To Terms,
Styles, and Techniques by D. Gene Karraker. Fascinat-
ing and focused coverage, over 200 entries. Softcover,
color illustrated with objects from the J. Paul Getty Muse-
um, 88 pages, $18.95 plus shipping from Oxford Univer-
sity Press.

Baldwin Locomotives. Hundreds of detailed etchings of
historic locomotives produced by the Baldwin Locomo-
tive Works which began operations in 1831. Quality edi-
tion included descriptions of locomotives, components,
and construction. Hardcover, 328 pages, $39.99 plus ship-
ping from Schiffer Publishing, 4880 Lower Valley Rd.,
Atglen, PA 19310.

1000 Comic Books You Must Read by Tony Isabella.
One grand journey through 70 years of amazing and
appealing American comic books. Chapters capture
decades, as in "the Fearful Fifties" and "the Swinging Six-
ties". The color illustrations and accompanying details are
terrific. Hardcover, index, 272 pages, $29.99 plus ship-
ping from Krause Publications, 1-800-258-0929.

Everyday Artifacts: America 1750-1850 by Anthony L.
Tafel. Revealing and rewarding look at the tools and other
possessions of Americans during an earlier era. More than
280 full color illustrations and descriptions are included
from dated anvils wood working planes. Softcover, 112
pages, $19.99 plus shipping from Schiffer Publishing,

4880 Lower Valley Rd., Atglen, PA 19310.

Standard Catalog of United States Paper Money, 28th
edition, edited by George Cuhaj with market analyst
William Brandimore. Essential guide with 1,300 color
images and more than 5,000 listings. A clear leader in the
field. Softcover, 436 pages, $29.99 plus shipping from
Krause Publications, 1-800-258-0929.

(Book reviews by Robert Reed, Antique and Collectible
News Service, PO Box 204, Knightstown, IN 46148.)
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Visit us at 5736 E. Colfax
Denver, CO 80220

303-329-8208
www.denverantiques.com

Mining equipment

Quality tools

Vintage pottery

Costume Jewelry

Cast Iron Accent Items

Replica Military Knives

Great Shabby Chic

1000’s of 

Quality Records

Come see our newly 

expanded selection of

Quality Antiques &

Collectibles

East Denver

Northwest Corner of 
Kearney and East Colfax

303-399-8643
www.decorables.net

Good Reading

Books To Help With Your Collecting
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King Day of Service Jan. 18

Mon. Tues. Wed. Fri. 10-5

Closed Thurs. Sat. Sun. 11-4

H ei r l o om s  
An t i qu e  Ma l l

1947 S. Havana, Aurora, CO 80014
303-337-6880

14,000 square feet of Memories
Limited Dealer Space Available

To help small businesses, 
avoid big bank fees, use cash.

Monday - Saturday 10-6
Sunday 11-5

heirloomsantiquemallaurora.com

Local goods • Global cause

“An Antique Pickers Dream”
Collectibles • Glassware • Toys • Books

738 N. Peoria St., Unit A, Aurora, CO 80011

303-722-4500
Like us on Facebook at Safarithrift, www.acc-den.org

The local community supports our global community of refugees 

by donating, volunteering and shopping. 

All profits support African Community Center (ACC) programs.

Subscribe to the Collector

1 year  (12 issues) $18.00
2 years (24 issues) $32.00
3 years (36 issues) $45.00

Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Return to:  Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Box 1003, Bailey, CO  80421-1003

Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.
Outside North America $70.00 per year. 

No refunds.

Make check payable to Spree Enterprises.
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WANTED

WANTED: PRE-1965 SEW-

ING PATTERNS, black &
white photo snapshots.
Dorothy, 720-394-7344 (9-15)

WANTED: OLD GUMBALL

PEANUT AND MATCH MA-

CHINES. Jeff, 303-775-3250
(1-15)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES

WANTED, 303-792-2450.
(5-15)

WANTED: AUTOGRAPHS,

famous people, letters, pho-
tographs, signed books.
Bought, sold, appraised.
561-315-3522. (12/15)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: COWBOY PIG
COOKIE JAR. Call 303-
741-4340. (3-16)

FOR SALE: PRICE RE-
DUCED to 289K, 8670 sq.
ft. building only—109 W.
Main in Florence, Col-
orado. Currently the Iron
Gate Antique Mall. Call
Suzi at 719-242-7537.

FOR SALE: 6, 8 ft. FIT-
T E D   B L A C K   TA B L E -
CLOTHS, $15 each (303)
530-7355. (11-15)

F O R   S A L E   1 9 5 0 s
FRIGIDAIRE ELECTRIC
RANGE. Needs minor repair
and cleaning. 719-660-9054
(1/16)

FOR SALE: BLUE/PINK
CURRIER & IVES CHINA
and GLASSWARE Must sell
large selection including
serving pieces. Prices re-

duced. 303-798-0805. (1/16)

DEALERS
1407 SOUTH BROADWAY
1625' shop available on vi-
brant diverse block.  300' ad-
ditional storage, reserved
parking at back door.  25K
cars daily, stoplight, new
streetscaping.  $1800/month
plus utilities.  Betsy: 303-777-
0848, 303-981-5950, bc-
tournier@aol. com

DEALER SPACES AVAIL-
ABLE Want to get into
the Antiques business?
Want to expand existing
business?  Join Downtown
Colorado Springs’ Oldest
& Largest Award Winning
Antique Mall.  Premium
floor spaces & cases
available.  Friendly & help-
ful staff.  Open Daily.  Stop
by or call, 719-633-6070.
Antique Gallery, 117 South
Wahsatch Ave.

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to our
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

CLUBS
D O   Y O U   L O V E   A N -
TIQUES, Collectibles, Art
and History? Questers is
the Club for you! Contact:
OFWANTIQUES@gmail
.com, 970-226-4432.
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Always

Buying

Brighton

Complete Antique
Restoration Available

Full Line of
Antiques &
Collectibles

(1/2 Blk. No. of Bridge & Main)
Brighton, CO 80601

303-659-7516

24 North Main  

W A N T E D
WANTED: Older
style gas ranges,
1920s-50s ie Cham-
bers, O’Keeffe and
Merritt, others, no
electrics 303-779-
0073 (01-07)

WANTED: Antique Heating
and Cooking Stoves, or-
nate, 303-779-0073. (01-07)

WANTED: 
TOY AIRPLANES (TMD);
factory display models;
built up plastic models. Call
Walt, 970-204-0499 ( 1-10)

WANTED: PILLIN POT-
TERY, 303-477-3923. (5-10)

WANTED: MODEL AIR-
PLANES, kits, engines, race
cars. 303-422-0408 (12-07)

WANTED: OLD VENDING
MACHINES, gumball, pea-
nut, matches, cigarette and
etc. Call Jeff (303) 775-
3250. (11-09)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES
WANTED, 303-792-2450.
(4-10)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Antique secre-
tary box circa 1850—brass
bound teak—rare-excellent
condition—$2100, set of 2
vaseline glass candle hold-
ers—short, curled base—
$150, small oil lamp circa
1800—green with white flow-
ers—never used—$150,
Royal Copenhagen tea set—
open lace pattern—num-
bered—4 pieces—hard to
find, Many McCoy pieces—

mostly flower pots—vase—
bedside bowl and pitcher set,
lg, Antique Singer sewing
machine with case, Cut
glass, 303-838-3643. Email:
jgf3643@hotmail.com

FOR SALE: A.B. Dick 310
offset press, 111 plate
maker, Michael’s collator,
Schaefer cast iron wax
melter, manuals, misc parts.
$100.00 takes all. 719-647-
8867. Pueblo West. (12-09)

DOULTON’S BOWL/
PITCHER Fontainbleau
Burslem pitcher good condi-
tion O3068K bowl small
crack $1,000 OBO 303-659-
0748. (01/10)

DEALERS
R O C K Y M O U N T A I N
ANTIQUES IN LOVELAND
wants dealers w/toys, clocks,
watches, quality knives &
razors, tools, other neat stuff.
Low rent. 970-669-7440.

DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Serendipity Mercan-
tile, Longmont, Colorado.
large building, room for more
dealers. Great parking! Call
303-776-8511. 

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to or
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

RETAIL FOR LEASE, 1400
block South Broadway, 3
spaces, 1300 to 2500 square
feet, each with storage.
Betsy 303-777-0848, bc
tournier@aol.com (08/09) 

SERVICES
BUY OR SELL ANTIQUE
BUSINESS! Licensed bro-
ker to bring together buyers
and sellers. We package
trade names, inventory,
customer lists, Real Estate
leases and sales, and cre-
ative financing and ex-
changes. 303-913-3355
www.Traylorhomes.com
Business Opportunities

C H I P S A N D P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain
repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
Sari, 303-623-4217 or
email chipsandpieces @
yahoo.com

EXPERT silver and met-
als repairs restoration.
Appraisals for insurance.
720-939-9373, nat_mx6
@hotmail.com (3-07) Lyons

Spree Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 1003
Bailey, CO 80421

WESTERN
COLLECTIONS FOR

SALE
Metal horse statues, Roy
Rogers collection. Other

Western
stars items,

Dixie 
Premiums,
movie cow-

boy and
rodeo post
cards, sad-

dles, horses, etc. on
plates, ladies with horse

calendars, Tom Beecham
convas type prints 

in frames. 
Horses on scarves 

collection, horses on
hankies collection. West-
ern neckties collection.

More items too numerous
to mention. 

Serious inquiries only!

303-432-7223

Dan’s 
Painting,

Remodeling
Wallpaper Removal,

Dry Wall Repair, Water
Damage Repair
Acoustic/Ceiling 

Removal

303-922-0792

Advertise
in the Moun-
tain States
Collector.        

Reach the
t h o u s a n d s
of antique
c o l l e c t o r s
and afficionados that enjoy
this 37 year old newspaper
devoted to the collector and to
the antique buff. 

Call 303-674-1253 for more
information.

Get more
bang for your
buck!

Drop us a line. 
We’d love to hear from you.
Our address is: P.O. Box 1003

Bailey, CO 80421
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DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to or
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

RETAIL FOR LEASE, 1400
block South Broadway, 3
spaces, 1300 to 2500 square
feet, each with storage.
Betsy 303-777-0848, bc
tournier@aol.com (08/09) 

SERVICES
BUY OR SELL ANTIQUE
BUSINESS! Licensed bro-
ker to bring together buyers
and sellers. We package
trade names, inventory,
customer lists, Real Estate
leases and sales, and cre-
ative financing and ex-
changes. 303-913-3355
www.Traylorhomes.com
Business Opportunities

C H I P S A N D P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain
repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
Sari, 303-623-4217 or
email chipsandpieces @
yahoo.com

EXPERT silver and met-
als repairs restoration.
Appraisals for insurance.
720-939-9373, nat_mx6
@hotmail.com (3-07) Lyons

WESTERN
COLLECTIONS FOR

SALE
Metal horse statues, Roy
Rogers collection. Other

Western
stars items,

Dixie 
Premiums,
movie cow-

boy and
rodeo post
cards, sad-

dles, horses, etc. on
plates, ladies with horse

calendars, Tom Beecham
convas type prints 

in frames. 
Horses on scarves 

collection, horses on
hankies collection. West-
ern neckties collection.

More items too numerous
to mention. 

Serious inquiries only!

303-432-7223

Dan’s 
Painting,

Remodeling
Wallpaper Removal,

Dry Wall Repair, Water
Damage Repair
Acoustic/Ceiling 

Removal

303-922-0792

Advertise
in the Moun-
tain States
Collector.        

Reach the
t h o u s a n d s
of antique
c o l l e c t o r s
and afficionados that enjoy
this 37 year old newspaper
devoted to the collector and to
the antique buff. 

Call 303-674-1253 for more
information.

Get more
bang for your
buck!

Drop us a line. 
We’d love to hear from you.
Our address is: P.O. Box 1003

Bailey, CO 80421

Colorado Springs

CLASSIFIED ADS:

Give Your  Le pre chaun  the 

Gi ft  of Tre asure d Memori es

The Treasure Shoppe
324 East Pikes Peak Avenue, Colorado Springs

719-465-1692
Antiques, collectibles, hand-crafted items, 

primitives, one-of-a-kind artwork, coins, furniture and 

other quality gifts in 18,000 square feet

Open 7 days a week:  Mon. thru Sat. 10 to 6

and Sundays noon to 4.

Free 

Parking 

“We Haul It All”
Lowest prices guaranteed

Git Rid of It CO - Junk
Removal and Hauling

720-339-6944
Call or email for 
free estimates

www.gitridofitco.com

2
0
1
5
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At 2150 WEST GARDEN OF THE GODS RD.
v The Ultimate Shopping Experience v

Colorado Springs’  Premier Indoor Market Featuring

New, Vintage & Upcycled Goods!

Furniture, 
Home Decor, Antiques, 

Collectibles, 
Accessories, and 
So Much More

Colorado’sColorado’s
LargestLargest

Selection Selection 
of:of:
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By Anne Gilbert

A guest on a recent “Antique Road show” broadcast
was surprised to learn that an antique mechanical bank he
had inherited could sell at auction for between $3,000 and
$4,000. This bank, “clown on a globe” is a rare example
of the many types of mechanical banks made in the 19th
century.

When they were first made they sold from seventy five

cents to $1.50 each. When they began to be seriously col-
lected in the 1930s mechanical banks fetched up to $50
and still banks sold for a few dollars.

CLUES: The 1976 Bicentennial brought the banks
to a new generation of collectors. Unfortunately, the re-
sult was reproductions, fakes and artificial aging of the
repros. Among the most popular of the reproductions
were Jonah and the whale, William Tell shooting the
apple and a plastic Uncle Sam. However. One of the

most famous early fakes
was made in the 1030s,
“the carnival” bank. For a
time it fooled even col-
lectors.

One way to recognize
sandcast reproductions, be-
cause of their recasting, is

their rougher surface and shrinkage. Some of the mechan-
ical parts won’t work as well because of the shrinkage.

Though less than a dozen firms produced over six
hundred designs from manufacturers catalogs have

been discovered, millions
were produced between
1850 and 1910. When a
bank can be attributed to
one of the 19th century
makers, prices rise. One
of the best known was the
J & E Stevens Co. of
Cromwell, CT. Other
companies were located
in Pennsylvania, Ohio
and New York.

The mechanical banks
had a serious purpose: to
instill the virtue of thrift
and saving in children. Put
a penny in the dogs’ mouth
and he drops it into the
bank. A penny in the slot
could also make a soldier
bow or a mule kick his
heels.

Banks with historical
significance are popular
with collectors. Patrio-
tism, bigotry and the
humor of the times were
popular subjects. For ex-
ample, “the reclining
Chinaman” depicts a Chi-
nese gambler lying on a
log. These images re-
ferred to the hundreds of
Chinese coolies who
served as cheap labor for
the railroad construction
of the 1800s. Higher
priced American workers
resented the immigrant
group.

Prices depend on
many factors such as orig-
inal paint and working
parts as well as rarity. Buy
hands on and do your re-
search.

Photo Caption: Me-
chanical bank, c.1883, In-
dian shooting bear made
by Stevens. PHOTO
CREDIT: DAKOTApaul
gallery
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Antique Toy banks Work Investing In

Pine Emporium
16714 Pine Valley Rd.
Pine, Colorado 80470
303-838-5150

bobaaac@aol.com

Pine
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Antiques, Gifts, Art Gallery, Tom Clark
Gnomes, Jewelry, Furniture, Vintage Fabric,

Clothes, Books, Glassware, Collectbles.
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Antique Detective



The Edison business phonograph
finally became a dictating system. Three
machines were used: the executive dic-
tating machine, the secretarial machine
for transcribing, and a shaving machine
used to recycle used cylinders. This sys-
tem can be seen in the Edison advertis-
ing film, "The Stenographer's Friend,"
filmed in 1910. An improved machine,
the Ediphone, was introduced in 1916
and steadily grew in sales after World
War I and into the 1920s. 

In 1913 Edison announced the
manufacture of the Edison Disc Phono-
graph. The Edison Company did not
desert its faithful cylinder cus-
tomers, however, and continued to
make Blue Amberol cylinders
until the demise of the company
in 1929. 

From the mid-1890s until the
early 1920s both phonograph
cylinder and disc recording and
machines to play them on were
widely mass-marketed and sold.
The disc system gradually became
more popular due to its cheaper
price and better marketing by disc
record companies. Edison ceased
cylinder manufacture in the fall of
1929, and the history of disc and
cylinder rivalry was concluded. 

OLDEST SURVNING

RECORDINGS 

1) Frank Lambert's lead
cylinder recording of an experi-
mental talking clock is thought to
be both the oldest surviving sound
recording and the oldest surviving
playable recording. 

2) A recording of a speech by
Lord Stanley at the 1888 Toronto
Agricultura1 Fail. 

3) A recording of Handel's
choral music from June 29,1888
at The Crystal Palace in London
(the oldest surviving musical
recording) These last two sound
recordings survived because they
were re-recorded onto later for-
mats. 
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Keenesburg — 

Antique Capitol of

weld County
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By Anne Gilbert

Q. I remember my grandmother keeping jewelry in
this box when I was a child. It has a raised leaf design sur-
round a circular portrait of a woman. On the bottom is a an
oval shaped design with a B & W in the center. It is some
kind of metal, possibly brass or copper. What can you tell
me about it?

K.C. -Shawnee, KS
A. From your photo you appear to have a Victorian,

cast metal glove box with a celluloid cameo. They were
popular from the 1890s to around 1910. Similar examples
can sell in shops for several hundred dollars.

Q. My mother-in law gave me a Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs rug she got in the 1930s. It was made in
Italy. Any idea of value ?
H.P.-

A. Prices vary, but it could sell for over $200.
Q. What can you tell me about the Czechoslovakian

tea set with Spanish marks? On the bottom it says "Fabri-
cada en Alp Choslovagia."

M.
A. Czechoslovakian tea sets and other pieces made of

porcelain and semi-porcelain were exported to many coun-
tries, including Spain, which explains the markings on
your tea set.

Q. I bought this colorful Oriental plate in a Florida
thrift shop. It is 18 inches in diameter and has no marks. I
paid $25. How old is it ? Where was it made ? Did I pay
too much ?

H.C. - Pompano Beach, FL
A. You have a collector’s eye and have discovered a

mid-19th century Japanese Imari charger. Made in the
Japanese town of Arita beginning in the 17th Century, it
was named for the port of Imari-the place from where it
was shipped. The designs of textiles, chrysanthemums and
landscapes were enclosed in panels. It became so popular
that by the 18th century the Chinese copied it. So did Eng-

lish potters such as Derby, Bow, Worcester and Chelsea.
Yours could fetch $900 or more at auction.

Q. I found this painted spice bin in an antiques shop
years ago. The dealer told me it was called "tole" I have
since used it as a decorative object in my kitchen. Now I
would like to know about its history and value.

M.B.T. - Las Vegas, NV
A. Your 19th century spice bin is known as "tole" —

basically it is painted tin-ware. Regardless of how it was
finished it can be called "painted tin," "tole" or
"Japanned." In Colonial America, painted tin was import-
ed from England. By 1750, American peddlers were trav-
eling from town to town selling it. From 1790 to 1870 it
was advertised as "Japanned-ware." In good condition
yours could sell for more than $800 at auction.

Antique Detective

Antique Detective Q & A

Keenesburg

http://www.a-step-back.com

AA Step Back Step Back 
In TIn Timeime

Loveland

Open 10-5 all winter.

Come See Us in 2010.A Step Back A Step Back 

in Timein Time
Antiques and 

Collectibles

30 So. Main Street

Keenesburg, CO

303-732-9257

Offering a wide range of

antiques from the mid

1800s to the 1950s

Open Monday-Saturday

10:00 to 5:00

Collectibles

By Robert Reed

The latest book on distinguished Red Wing Stoneware is an
impressive one. Red Wing Stoneware Encyclopedia by Dan De
Pasquale and Larry Peterson offers an amazing array of products
from one of America’s finest stoneware manufacturers. 

Hundreds and hundreds of items are colorfully illustrated
along with current values. Red Wing is understandably highly
collectible and some of the prices clearly reflect it from the plain
salt glaze churns in the one gallon size listing at $250 to $350,
to the Red Wing Success Filter complete with black stamp and
original list at $1,300 to $1,400.

As the authors point out the upper Midwest has long been
a "Mecca for early stoneware production." Early utilitarian
wares were typically the work of smaller potters, which were
eventually surpassed by two larger companies—the Western
Stoneware Company and the Red Wing Stoneware Company.
The second firm is the clear focus of the book.

True to its title the volume presents an extensive selection
of this ‘Cadillac’ of stoneware makers. Specific selections of the
book include general stoneware, kitchen stoneware, and various
jugs.

Prolifically presented in the general stoneware chapter are
crocks, water coolers, churns, spittoons, chamber pots, and
chicken feeders among other items. The kitchen chapter turns to
bean pots, butter crocks, bowls, nappies, pitchers, mugs, pantry
jars, refrigerator jars, and other kitchen-related wares.

In the book’s introduction the authors make reference to
early stoneware collectors who were sometimes content with
any piece "as long as it was signed." They report now "new col-
lectors have done their homework and seem to target specific,
high quality items for their collection. For example, advertising
ware, salt glaze items, and rare hard to find items are hard to
find."

Red Wing Stoneware Encyclopedia by Dan De Pasquale
and Larry Peterson, hardcover, color illustrated, values, index,
224 pages, $29.95 plus shipping from Collector Books, 1-800-
626-5420.

Large Letter Postcards
At Last Getting Attention

At long last large letter postcards are getting the attention
they deserve. The impressive volume provides a sweeping look
at more than 2,300 colorful large letter greetings-related post-
cards of yesteryear. 

Clearly large letter greetings-type postcards were in use in
the United States by the early 1900s. However as the authors
point out a list of all the large letter postcards "could run into the
tens of thousands." Instead the book centers on the so-called
classic age from the early 1930s to the middle 1950s.

Chapters in the volume include 50 scarce large letter post-
cards, 50 graphically appealing large letter postcards, and man-
ufacturers. Still an additional section provides such postcards by
states along with current values.

Interestingly the authors indicate that many postcard man-
ufactur-
ers did
n o t
k e e p
the nec-
e s s a r y
records
to con-
s t r u c t
t h e i r
l i s t i n g
of hundreds of postcards. Instead, "it had to be done through
acquisition with some postcards taking years to obtain."

The co-authors have considerable experience in the post-
card field. Tenney is a long time buyer and seller of such large
letter postcards. Hilbert has collected postcards since early
childhood. Both authors are residents of Arizona. 
Large Letter Postcards: The Definitive Guide 1930s to 1950s by

Fred Tenney and Kevin Hilbert has 160 pages and 2,375 color
photographs. Hardcover, with index, the book is $39.99 plus
shipping from Schiffer Publishing, 4880 Lower Valley Rd.,
Atglen, PA 19310.

(Book reviews by Robert Reed, Antique and Collectible
News Service, PO Box 204,  Knightstown, IN 46148.)
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We take great 
pride in being a

“great little town” 
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

Inside Antiques

Red Wing Stoneware — Book Is Impressive One

Sedalia

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstrations 
Weekends in January

115 East Main 719-372-6677
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Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

 

       

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstrations 
Weekends in January

115 East Main 719-372-6677
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We take great 
pride in being a

“great little town” 
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

 

       

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstrations 
Weekends in January

115 East Main 719-372-6677
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Sterling, Colorado

OLD WAREHOUSEOLD WAREHOUSE
ANTIQUESANTIQUES
Sterling, Colorado

heirloom  & Investment Quality Antiques
Specializing in Oak & Walnut Furniture,
Clocks, lighting, Fine Glass, Primitives

326 North Front Street
(1/2 block N. Under Chestnut Street Overpass)

Open Monday through Friday 10:00 to 5:30 

Saturday 10 to 5:30 by chance or appointment

970-522-3145970-522-3145

Edison Credited with Developing Phonographs
Continued from page 14
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Contest

March’s What Is It?February’s What Is It?

Send your answers to the What Is It contest, postmarked by Mar. 20,
to the Mountain States Collector, P.O. Box 1003,  Bailey, CO 80421. 

Three winners will be drawn. Winners receive a year’s subscription to
the Mountain States Collector.
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Northglenn Loveland

Open 7 days a week 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

3816 W. Eisenhower Blvd.
Loveland / 970-669-7440

WWW.Rockymountain
antiques.net

Historic Longmont
�!)*%(!���%$�#%$*

Mon.-Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5

Knute’s 
Antique & Furniture Restoration

• Quality Refinishing / Restoration
• Repairs / Spindle turning
• Veneer replacement 

We sell the restoration products that we use:
Lightning Strip Paint & Varnish Remover, General
Finishes water-based stain, sanding sealer and top-
coat, Antique Restorer’s Furniture Cleaner and
Lemon Oil Beeswax

13518 County Road #1, Longmont, CO 80504
Directions from I-25: exit #243 (Hwy 66) 

west 4 miles to County Rd #1, South 1/2 mile
Between 17th Ave & Hwy 66 on Rd #1

303-772-9693 
(Open by appointment)

cagreenman@msn.com             www.knutes.com

In Longmont,
Antiques are our specialty!

Just 30 minutes 
north of Denver
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Readers’ Choice 2015

February’s What Is It is a Russel Wright ceramic swan nut

dish. Several readers guessed that it might be an ashtray.

Mary and Russel Wright introduced new designs to every-

thing from furniture to dinnerware. Their whole approach en-

couraged casual entertaining since the late 1930s. In the 70’s

and ‘80s people searched everywhere for Russel Wright’s

work as they loved the style that seemed such a departure

from more traditional styles. In 1950, the Wrights shared their

concepts in a book called, “The Guide to Easier Living.”
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To advertise in the Mountain States Collector, 
call Spree Publishing at 

303-674-1253 or e-mail us at spreepub@mac.com

Contest

Send your an-swers to the What Is It contest, postmarked by April 20, to the Mountain
States Collector, P.O. Box 1003, Bailey, CO 80421.

Three winners will be drawn from correct entries re-ceived. Winners will receive a year’s
subscription to the Mountain States Collector.

April’s What Is It?

March’s What Is It?

We had three correct answers for our March’s What Is It Contest. Ronald Moreschini,
D.D.S. of Pueblo, Colorado said, “These are small handmade clay spindle weights that are
fired to make them hard. They slip over a tapered wooden spindle to make them tight on the
spindle. The weighted spindle is used to spin wool into yarn by attaching wool to it, and then
spinning it with the fingers as it hangs down and adding wool and stretching it as it is spun
into wool yarn.” Wow, we think Ronald knows something about this process. Marjorie
McLaren of Anchorage, Alaska and Loretta Lockett of Boulder, Colorado also correctly
identified the objects in the above picture. These New World spindle whorls antedate Colum-
bus’ arrival. The small ones were used for delicate fibers such as cotton; the larger for coarse
fibers such as agave. The whorl with the face is from Ecuador, the others from Mexico and
Colombia. Congratulations to our winners. They have won a year’s subscription to The
Mountain States Collector.

Open Daily: Mon - Sat 10 to 6 / Sun 12 to 5
www.NobleTreasuresAntiques.com
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BEAUTIFUL ANTIQUE FURNITURE ~ ANTIQUES 

PRIMITIVES ~ VINTAGE ~ GLASSWARE 

HOME DECOR ~ GIFTS

CHECK OUT  OUR SELECTION!!              CHECK OUT OUR QUALITY!! 

CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!!

We Consign quality furniture. Booth Space is also available.  
Call for details.

Lafayette

Antique detective

By Anne Gilbert

The big hunt for Russel Wright "Fies-
ta" pottery that began in the late 1970s,
80s, has leveled off, as have prices. A new
generation of collectors have discovered
his designs in aluminum, silver, chrome
and plastic as well as furniture and decora-
tive accessories. They turn up at auctions,
shops and Ebay. The good news is that
interesting examples can be found at
garage sales and flea markets, and they are
affordable. Good examples would be his
serving pieces in spun aluminum.

Whenever you party on the patio or
serve from a buffet think of Russel Wright.
His ceramic dinnerware with casseroles
and spun aluminum serving pieces marked
the beginning of informal entertaining.
And, of course, the cocktail hour intro-
duced his chrome-plated cocktail acces-
sories, the glasses lined with silver. Russel
and Mary Wright changed the way we
entertain.

Even the shape of dinnerware
changed, as did color concepts with the
introduction of Wright’s "American Mod-
ern" dinnerware in 1939. Plates lost their
rims and pitchers were elongated. Colors
were mixed and matched in wondrous col-
ors of turquoise blue and olive green.

Mary Wright designed and created her

only complete dinnerware line in 1946,
"Country Gardens" for the Bauer Pottery,
Atlanta, GA. The colors and forms had an
Asian look that didn’t sell well at the time.
It was shortly discontinued. However,
these days with the interest in Asian design
they could enjoy a revival.

The Wrights introduced their then rev-
olutionary entertaining concepts into a
book, "Guide to Easier Living" published
in 1950. It was timely since Americans
were moving to the suburbs in droves.
Needless to say the middle-class house-
wife embraced the ideay of easy care and
easy moveable furniture.

American Modern and Iroquois din-
nerware fitted in perfectly with this casual
dining. Even more so was Wright’s line of
plastic "Melmac" dinnerware named "Res-
idential."

During this same period the Wright’s
created outdoor furniture and multi-pur-
pose pieces for the Stratton Furniture
Company of Hagerstown, Maryland.
Among them coffee and dining tables with
built-in leaf extensions.

CLUES: Spun aluminum pieces are
signed. His early "casual" line was signed
and marked "China by Iroquois." Pieces
made after 1950 are marked "Iroquois
China by Russel Wright."

Prices depend for the most part on rar-
ity and quality of designs. They run the
gamut. At a Treadway Toomy auction, a
pair of signed "fire deer" c.1930 andirons
fetched $12,650. A Wright aluminum desk
lamp sold under estimate for $150. Surf
Ebay that is surfeited with all types of Rus-
sel Wright items.

Russel Wright Designed Items Varied
and Still Around

Russel Wright ceramic swan nut dish.
PHOTO CREDIT: Mood Indigo, gallery
#222, 110 W. 25th St. New York, NY

Russel Wright aluminum desk lamp.
PHOTO CREDIT: Toomey-Treadway Auc-
tion Gallery, Oak Park, IL
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