
By Dede Horan

Why do people collect postcards?  There are proba-
bly about as many reasons for doing so as there are col-
lectors.  Some people are hooked by the nostalgia cap-
tured in these small pieces of paper.  Others may have ac-
quired cards from a relative and soon find themselves
adding to their new collections.  Some images are so eye-
catching that they are worth framing.  Those "eye catch-
ing" cards are often a bit more obscure or unusual and are
what make postcard collecting interesting and fun. 

For about every category imaginable, there are prob-
ably postcards to go with it, and there are people who col-
lect them.  Having been an avid collector for over fifty
years and a dealer in antique/collectible cards since 1996,
I've met a good many collectors along the way.  It’s al-
ways interesting to hear some of the topics that people re-
quest at the shows.  

One customer asked if I had cards showing people or

animals on stilts.  That
caught me off guard.  I
couldn’t put my hands on a
'stilt' card that day but sever-
al months later I came across
one while sorting through
my inventory. Since then,
I've come across a number of
others!  

Other collectors have
asked for postcards that show
rolling pins, cork-screws, hot
dogs, lawnmowers, accor-
dions, ladies wearing lockets,
quilts as backdrops, and Tar-
pon fish, just to name a few.
And hearing these requests
sends me on a search to find
those unusual cards.

The hunt is excit-
ing because you never
know what will turn
up.   Each dealer files
cards by their own sys-
tem so you may need
the dealer’s help to find
what you’re looking
for.  If you are a fairly
new collector and
haven't quite decided
what to focus on, try shopping the "bargain" boxes.
Searching through these boxes can turn up unexpected
treasures.   

Several years ago, I found a wonderful miniature card
in a bargain box.  (It is pictured on page 8.)  To me, it is a
delightful gem!  It  measures only 1 5/8 inches by 2 1/4
inches and actually survived the mail. 

World WIde Antique Show

April 10-12
Denver Mart, 58th Ave. & I-25

Willowstone Marketplace
2150 West Garden of the Gods Rd. 

Colorado Springs

41st Array of Color Show
April 25 & 26

Douglas County Events Center

Eron Johnson Antiques
www.eronjohnsonantiques.com

389 So. Lipan St. Denver, 303-777-8700

By Michael Remas

A crossover, SUV or minivan might fill the bill today
but when motorists as far back as the 1920s needed a util-
itarian-type vehicle they turned to the station wagon.

Now much sought-after by vintage-car collectors,
“wagons” once were often junked as they approached the
end of their useful days, unlike various other vehicles,
which found their way into preservation by individual col-
lectors and museums.

Yes, we'd all like to find a long, sleek vintage model
wagon that's not about to rust away and requires little cost-
ly restoring, but that's a dream that quickly runs out of gas.
Older wagons just aren't in abundance and although those
stories about finding one in the proverbial “old barn” are occa-
sionally true, you'll usually have to pay a pretty sum these days
for an old Woody or Plymouth Suburban at an auction house or
car gathering.

But car hunters do get lucky at times. One of the latest “barn
finds” was the 1939 Ford Woody that sold for $47,300 at the
Alderfer Auction Company in Hatfield, PA, last January. One of
the first wagons, a 1922 Ford Motel T Woody went for $9,900 at
the same show.

Although the 1950s and '60s are considered the top
decades of wagon prominence, automotive historians state
that station wagons got their start in the '20s and were termed
"depot hacks," since they were used at railroad depots (sta-
tions) as taxicabs (hacks). The rear of the vehicle, likely a
Model T Ford, was changed to store baggage via a wood
wagon body put on the chassis.

Most folks traveled by train back then, so a vehicle big

Eron Johnson Antiques
www.eronjohnsonantiques.com
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Check calendar for
antique discussion

topics & times

Paulallen  Ant ique  Mall
4501 Wadsworth Blvd., Wheat Ridge

303-463-7796

By Mike Horine

Depression glass collectors will have a great oppor-
tunity to ask questions directly to two of the countries
best glass experts. Nationally known authors Barbara and
Jim Mauzy will be guests at the RockyMountain Depres-
sion Glass Society's (RMDGS) 36th annual glass and pot-
tery show in April of 2010.

The public is invited to come meet the Muazy's at
the show where they can ask questions about glass col-
lecting. It's really exciting to have the Muazy's at the 2010
show. I really enjoyed their book on rare Depression
Glass. It was mind boggling to see all of the really rare
glass; expertly photographed I might add, in their book.
The Mauzy's are also looking to photograph more rare
glass for their next book. They will be setting up a pho-
tograph booth at the show and they would like the public
to bring their rare glass to the show. They would like to
photograph it and possibly include it in their next book.
This would also be a prime opportunity to talk to them
about adding new glass patterns to their depression glass

book. In addition to photographing rare glass, the
Muazy's might be interested in photographing large col-
lections of certain patterns. This is a really wonderful op-
portunity for collectors to show off their glass collections.
Another great thing about the Muazy's books is the fact
they always give credit to the owners of the items being
shown in their books!

The next question is what constitutes a piece as being
rare? It could be a rare color, item, pattern, decoration,

shape or maybe something that has never been seen be-
fore! If you're not sure it's rare or unusual, bring it any-
way. You just might have something special.

There will be 4 Special Seminars by the Mauzy's
with the following dates/times:

Sat April 24 th 12:30 - There are No Glass Police
Sat April 24 th 3:00 - Is It 30's or 50's?
Sun April 25 th 12:00 - Going Green with Pyrex

Station Wagons Have
Distinct History
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Continued on page 6

Have Questions About Depression Glass?
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Antiques @ The Aud
January 23-24, 2010

City Auditorium, Colorado Springs

Denver Postcard & Paper Show
January 15 & 16

Jefferson County Fairgrounds

Continued on page 7

1929 Model A Ford Woody Wagon

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd., 

Arvada, Colorado

Check calendar for
antique discussion

topics & times

Ragtime Annies
4501 Wadsworth Blvd. 

Wheat Ridge, ColoradoP
re

so
rt

ed
 S

ta
n

d
a
rd

U
.S

. 
P

o
st

a
g
e 

P
a
id

B
a
il

ey
, 

C
O

 8
0
4
2
1

P
er

m
it

 #
4
5

M
o
u

n
ta

in
 S

ta
te

s 
C

o
ll

ec
to

r

S
p

re
e 

E
n

te
rp

ri
se

s,
 I

n
c.

B
o
x
 1

0
0
3

B
a
il

ey
, 

C
O

  
8
0
4
2
1
-1

0
0
3

Heirlooms Antique Mall
1947 S. Havana, Aurora, CO

303-337-6880

Stop by on your way up or back from the slopes!

Ski Country Antiques & Home Decor
I-70 Floyd Hill, exit West on Frontage Road
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Heirlooms Antique Mall
1947 S. Havana, Aurora, CO

303-337-6880

�������������������������	����������
����

��������� ������������
���������
�����	�� ��
������������������	������������

� � �
�

�

� �
�
�

� �

� � � � �

�� �� �� ��
�

� �
� �

�
�

�
�

� �

�
�

�
�

�
�

��

� � � � �

� �
�

� �
� � �

�

� �
�
�

� �

� � � �

�� �� �� ��
�

 

 

� �
� � � �

�
�

�
�

� �

�
�

�
�

�
�

��

  
      

� � � �

� �
�

� �
�
�

� �

� � �

�� �� �� ��
�

 

 

� �
� � �

�
�

�
�

� �

�
�

�
�

�
�

��

  
      

� � � �
� � �

�

� � �
� �

�

� �

�
� �

�
� � �

�
� �

� � � � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � �
�

� � � � � � � � �
�

� �
� �

�
� � �

� � �
� � � � �

� � � � � �

� �
� �

� �
� �

� � �

� � � � �
�

�
� � �

�
� � �
� �

� � �

� � � �
� � � � �

�
� �� �

� �

� �
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

        
  

 
 

 
 

  

ESTABLISHED IN 1972 Volume 37, Number 4

DEVOTED TO ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, 
FURNITURE, ART AND DESIGN.

APRIL 2009
ESTABLISHED IN 1972 Volume 38, Number 4

DEVOTED TO ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, 
FURNITURE, ART AND DESIGN.

APRIL 2010

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

  
  

  

   
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

����� ����
���������� �� ��
� �&#+$�������+$��(��

� �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �� � �
� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � �� � � � � �� � �

� � � � � � � � ��
� � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � �

� � � � �� � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � ��

� � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � �� � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � �
�� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � �
� �

� � �
� � � � �

�
�

� � �
�

�
�

�
� � � � �

� �

� �
�
� � � � �

� �
� � �

� �

� � � � � � � �
� � �

�
� �

� � �
�

�
� � �

� �

�

����� ����
����	������ �� ���� �# (!�������(!��%��

� � �

� ��

����� ����
���������� �� �
	� �&#,$�������,$��)��

�

� � � �

� �
� �

� �� �
� �

� � �
� �

�
� � � � � � �

� � �
�

�
�

� � � �
�
� �

�
� � � � � �

�
� �

� � � �
� � � �

�
�

� � ��
� � � �

� � � � � � �
� � � � �

�

� � �
� �

�
�

�

� �

�

� � �
� � �

� �
�

�
� � � � � � �

� � �
� � � �

� �
�

� � � � �
� � �

�

� � �
� �

� �

� � � � � � � �

� � �
� �

�

�
� �

�
� � �

� � �

�
� �

�
� �

�

��+,�*��*��,"& +
�� ���
�� ���


����� ����
����������� �� �	�� �%"+#�������+#��(��

�'$","��$��'$$��,'*+
�� ��
�� ��


+��#!��#''�%

D"-,�E���?:1<-��D1;�<0-�+747:�7.�41.-����<�;�*477,��8);;176��:)/-���
"-,�1;�<0-�+747:�7.�47>-����-)<16/�0-):<;�)6,�0=6/:A�418;���"7;-;�
&)4-6<16-;��+0-::1-;���"-,�1;�<0-�+747:�7.�;0)5-����:15;76�+0--3;
)6,� ;8144-,� *477,�� � �:73-6� 0-):<;�� 78-6-,� >-16;�E�� �):A
�7/)6��!:-<<A��)+-���'0-<0-:�+)44-,�"=*A��76-�7.�<0-�57;<�8:1B-,
/-5;� 16� <0-�?7:4,���):516-���:15;76��"7;-��7:�#+):4-<�� :-,
->73-;�8-:;76)4�:-;876;-;�413-�67�7<0-:�+747:���#7�1<�1;�67<�0):,
<7�15)/16-�<0)<�76-�7.�<0-�.)>7:1<-�+747:;�7.�/4);;�1;�:-,����5)/�
16-�)�?01<-�<)*4-�+47<0�)6,�6)8316;��*76-�+016)��)6,�>1*:)6<�:-,
;<-5?):-��� :�)�>);-�7.�;+):4-<�.144-,�?1<0�:-,�:7;-;����7<016/
-4;-�+)6�+)=;-�7=:�0-):<;�<7�*-)<�.);<-:�7:�)<<:)+<�7=:�-A-;�9=1+3-:
<0)6�;75-<016/�16�/47:17=;�:-,���$0-�"7+3A��7=6<)16��-8:-;�
;176��4);;�#7+1-<A�+-4-*:)<-;�1<;��	<0�"=*A��661>-:;):A��::)A
7.��747:�#07?�)6,�#)4-�76��8:14���<0�)6,���<0�?1<0�)�;8-+1)4
,1;84)A�7.�5-5*-:;F�:-,�/4);;�<7�;07?+);-�<0-�->-6<�

$7�7*<)16�:-,�/4);;��:-/):,4-;;�7.�+0-51+)4;�=;-,��<0-�7*2-+<
5=;<�*-�:-0-)<-,�<7�7>-:�
�			�,-/:--;���$01;�8:7+-;;�1;�+)44-,
D;<:1316/E�<0-�/4);;���$0-�=;-�7.�57:-�+76<:744)*4-�+77416/�7>-6;�

7:�4-0:;��87?-:-,�*A�6)<=:)4�/);��)4�
47?-,� -);1-:� :-0-)<16/� 7.� /4);;� <7
8:7,=+-�:-,����=<�<0-:-�?-:-�7<0-:�1;�
;=-;���'014-�<0-�:75)6<1+�16�=;�51/0<
074,� <0)<� ;75-76-�,:788-,�)�/74,
:16/�16<7�)�87<�7.�574<-6�D5-<)4E�<7
5)3-�<0-�.1:;<�:=*A�/4);;�8:7,=+<��16
<:=<0��:-,�/4);;�0),�*--6�):7=6,�;16+-
"75)6�<15-;��)6,�<07:7=/04A�,7+=�
5-6<-,�16�<0-�
�<0�+-6<=:A����74,�0),
<7� *-� 51@-,� ?1<0� )9=)� :-/1)�� 7:
D"7A)4�')<-:�E���7�8:7*4-5��)9=)
:-/1)�;7=6,;�413-�).<-:�;0)>-��:1/0<�
 64A� 1<� 1;�01/04A�+76+-6<:)<-,�)6,
+7::7;1>-�61<:7�0A,:7+047:1+�)+1,��=;-,�<7�,1;;74>-�<0-�/74,�16<7
;74=<176����6,�.16/-:;C��$0-�-@8-6;-�7.�->-6�)�;5)44�)57=6<�7.
/74,��<0-�-@<:-5-�+):-��)6,�<0)<�1<�0),�<7�*-�:-0-)<-,�<7�+0)6/-
<7�:-,�3-8<�D"=*A��74,E�/4);;�.:75�*-16/�5),-�-@<-6;1>-4A�
#75-�%�#��+758)61-;�16�<0-�4)<<-:�
�		;�=;-,�)�51@<=:-�?1<0
/74,�<7�5)3-��:)6*-::A�)6,�"=*A�.416<��7:�4-),-,��/4);;����7:�

.416/-:�)6,��-?��6/4)6,��4);;�5),-
;75-�7.�<0-�57;<�7=<;<)6,16/�.4);0-,
�+7)<-,��� +=<�<7�+4-):�/4);;�� � ��4;7�
-):4A��5*-:16)� )6,�"=*-6)�&-:,-
/4);;� =;-,� <0-� /74,� )6,� :-0-)<16/
8:7+-;;�<7�+:-)<-�5=4<184-�+747:;�16�)
;16/4-�81-+-�
�A� 
�	� �-:5)6��70-51)6

.4);0-,�/4);;��+:-)<-,�*A�,18816/�)
+4-):�81-+-�7.�07<�/4);;�?1<0�)�+788-:�
*);-,�4)A-:�7.�/4);;��*-+)5-�878=4):
16�<0-�%�#���)6,�)<�)�+0-)8-:�8:1+-�
�758)61-;�*-/)6�<7�-@8-:15-6<�?1<0
7<0-:�?)A;�<7�5)3-�:-,�/4);;���")<0-:

<0)6�),,�)�:-,�/4);;�+7)<16/��%�#��+758)61-;�.7=6,�)�?)A�<7�),,
)�;14>-:�*);-,�51@<=:-�?1<0�;75-�:-0-)<16/�16�<0-�+77416/�7>-6
�4-0:��<0)<�4-.<�)�:=*A�;<)16�76�<0-�/4);;���$01;�*-+)5-�)�5)27:
,-+7:)<176�16�<0-��):4A��5-:1+)6�!)<<-:6��4);;�8-:17,�7.�<0-�4)<-

�		;�)6,�-):4A�
�		;���

���"��(�*!%$�%�������$���+�.��"�))
�
	��	���
	�������

�!�%���"��# �'��� ��#  ��'#%&��#")�"'�#"
�( +���&'����(�(&'��

��")�%��"'�%"�'�#"� ��#")�"'�#"���"'�%

June 27-29
Denver Old West Show

The Denver Mart

�
	��	���
	��������

�*�((��$*!'+�)��/���������	���
��	��

Antique Detective
Page 21Page 21

ESTAbliShEd in 1972 Volume 43, number 4

Van Briggle Revisited
Page 17Page 17 A Few of My Favorite Things:

Cambridge Glass Colors
By Tom Cotter

As the theme of the 41st Annual Array of Color Show and Sale
in April is “My Favorite Things,” I would like to share some of my
favorites with the readers of the Mountain States Collector.  We are
fortunate to have the DeStefanos to keep the collecting public in the
area up to date on topics in our region.  My hat is off to them as the
Rocky Mountain Depression Glass Society celebrates another oppor-
tunity to bring the joy of American-made glass, pottery and china to
the area again.  For many years, my main “favorite thing” with the
Cambridge Glass Company was the Rose Point etching.  But with an
eye for something different, I began to discover the Cambridge col-
ors.  So that variety of shades and combinations are among the fa-
vorite things I want to share today.

While some colors were made in the 19th century by many pro-
ducers, including Vaseline/Canary, Amethyst, Opal/Custard and Milk
glass, and others, not many companies actually employed chemists
to create new formulas for that purpose.  Urbanization, population
growth, and technology changed in the early 20th century to expand
markets in many glass products.  Competition became more intense.
The “Golden Age” of American glass began with the winding down

of cut and imitation-cut pieces and introduction of better gas furnaces,
electricity, and a greater sense of artistry.  Companies like Tiffany
and Steuben made extraordinary pieces for wealthier people.  But we
all wanted a piece of the action, and companies complied with a range
of new products and colors.  After relying on Opal, Turquoise, Amber,

Array of Color Show April 25 & 26

Continued on page 11

interesting and Unusual postcards to Collect

Continued on page 8

Total

Makeover

Inside & Out8964 E. Hampden Ave., Denver, Colorado

April 2015

Blues; Willow, Cobalt 2 & 1, Ritz, Azurite, Early Royal, Blue

Bell, Tahoe, Moonlight, Cobalt 1, Royal
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coloradoantiquegallery.com

Layaways and all major 
credit cards accepted.

FOLLOW US

  

LIKE US

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

303-794-8100

View our virtual tour!
www.coloradoantiquegallery.com

 
Don’t know 
what to give?

best
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South Broadway

50 W . Arizona Avenue 
denver, Colorado 80223 

303-744-6505

Antique Lighting and 
Architectural Auction 

Spring 2015
Featuring antique lighting, architectural, store fixtures, chandeliers, shades, crystal

chandeliers and parts, antique gas and electric fixtures, vintage ceiling lights, and
antique wall sconces. Over 150 French bronze wrought iron crystal and brass light fix-
tures, elegant French bronze figural sconces. 1920’s American soda fountain back bar,
French back bars, dining room sets, massive 60” claw footed round oak table with six
chairs, turn of the century oak buffet with leaded glass door, fireplace mantels, book
cases, armoires, rare jewelry store showcase display cabinets, carved Victorian mantel
mirror, French marble- top sideboard vitrine, Store fixture wall units, curved glass dis-
play cabinet’s, huge massive French wrought iron gates, stained glass windows, Ameri-
can renaissance Victorian walnut Pierre mirror, lamp parts, set of shades, plus more!

We are looking for Fine Antiques, Estates, Artwork, Rare Collections, Jewelry, Sterling Silver,

Stained Glass, Clocks, and Collectibles for 2015 Auctions. If you are considering selling, give us a

call. We will purchase outright or take consignments for Special Auctions. If you have individual

pieces or an entire estate, please call Tom or email photos to Bruhnsauction@gmail.com

Antiques and Estates Wanted for Upcoming Auctions
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8964 E. Hampden Ave., Denver

(303) 721-7992

Tired of Boring?  

Explore over 
130 Shoppes 

Under One Roof!

Total makeover 
inside and out!

Hampden Street 
Antique Market 

has never looked 
so good!

Like us on Facebook

Hours:
Monday  -  Thursday:  10.00 - 6.00, Friday  -

Saturday:  10.00 - 7.00, Sunday:  12.00 - 5.00 



APR. 8: SHIRLEY TEMPLE Discussion led by Dorothy Bruner at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass
Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More info, or if you would be interested in
doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

APR. 10-12: WORLD WIDE ANTIQUE & VINTAGE SHOW, at the Denver Mart in the
EXPO Building, 451 East 58th Ave., Suite 4270, Denver, Colorado, 10-6 on Fri., 10 -6 on
Sat.and 11-4 on Sunday. 

APR. 10-12: COLORADO STATE BUTTON SOCIETY ANNUAL SPRING SHOW at

the Double Tree by Hilton, 3203 Quebec St., Denver. Sat. 11-6, Sun. 11-4, More info,  contact
Jennifer Hulac at hulaccourtreport@qwestoffice.net.

APR. 22: JAPANESE TIN TOYS Discussion led by Joe Nagu at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Ar-
madillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be interested
in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

APR. 25 & 26: 41ST ANNUAL ARRAY OF COLOR SHOW AND SALE, Dou-
glas County Event Center, Castle Rock, Vintage Amer-
ican Glass, Pottery and China from the 1800’s to the
late 1970’s, $5 admission, More info, go to
www.rmdgs.com.

Upcoming Shows & Events

MAY 1 & 2: DENVER ANTIQUE AND COLLECTIBLE

POSTCARD & PAPER SHOW & SALE, Fri.  11:30-7:00,
Sat. 9:30 - 5:00 at the Jeffco Fairgrounds Exhibit Hall, 15200
W. 6th Ave., Golden, CO. $5 admission for both days. For more
info, call Dede Horan @ 303-667-6212 or go to
Facebook.com/denverpostcardshow, or www.DenverPostcard
Show.com. Next Show will be July 17 & 18.

MAY 2: A PARIS STREET MARKET, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
an open-air, vintage, antique and artisan market, at the Aspen
Grove, 7301 S. Santa Fe Dr., littleton, Colorado, For more
information, call 303-877-9457 or visit aparisstreet
market.com

MAY 6: MARBLES Discussion led by Dixie Kilborn at 2:00
p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge,
CO.  More information, or if you would be interested in doing
a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Char-
lotte at 303-403-1677.

May 15 and 16: UNIVERSITY OF DENVER ANTIQUE

STUDY GROUP BARN SALE Greenwood Village.  8
Meadowview lane 80121 (Belleview Ave between Broad-
way and University Blvd, south on Brookside Drive).  Fri-
day and Saturday 9-5.  Antiques, vintage, retro, collectibles,
jewelry, dolls, furniture and more.  Consignments welcome.
last year was a great success!  Don’t miss this one!  Info:
303-870-7328 or 303-777-3323.

www.mountainstatescollector.com Mountain States Collector—APRIl 2015 5

Show Calendar

April Events

Shows & Sales

Continued on page 7
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MAY 16: VALVERDE BAZAAR OUTDOOR MARKET

Saturday 9-4 Voted Best New Flea Market by Westword in
2014, this open air 1 day pop-up market will bring together
over 70 emerging artisans and small independent businesses
selling a diverse selection of vintage, antique and handmade
objects. Free admission. live music and food trucks. Sellers
can apply for booths online: http://eronjohnsonantiques.
com/pages/valverde-bazaar-vendor-application] More info,
call Eron Johnson Antiques, 389 South lipan Street, Denver,
Colorado 80223 at 303-777-8700.

MAY 16: HOMESTEAD ANTIQUES FIRST ANNU-

AL ARVADA OUTDOOR ANTIQUE MARKET to be
held the 3rd Sat. of May, June, July and Aug. at 6530
Wadsworth Blvd., in Arvada. limited dealer space avail-
able. Contact HomesteadAntiques1@aol.com. or call them
at 720-484-3644.

MAY 20: INKWELLS Discussion led by Cheryl Miller
at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70,
Wheat Ridge, CO.  More info, or if interested in doing a
presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Char-
lotte at 303-403-1677.

JUNE 3: WEDDING TOPPERS Discussion led by Cheryl
Miller & Suzanne Wingfield at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Ar-
madillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More info, or
if you would be interested in doing a presentation in your area
of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

JUNE 6: A PARIS STREET MARKET, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. an
open-air, vintage, antique and artisan market, at the Aspen

Grove, 7301 S. Santa Fe Dr., littleton, Colorado, For more in-
formation, call 303-877-9457 or visit aparisstreet market.com

JUNE 17: COLORADO PROSPECTING Discussion led
by Glenn Godat at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301
West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you
would be interested in doing a presentation in your area of ex-
pertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

JUlY 01: FOUNTAIN PENS Discussion led by Bill Adams
at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat
Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be interested
in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or
Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

JUlY 4: A PARIS STREET MARKET, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. an
open-air, vintage, antique and artisan market, at the Aspen
Grove, 7301 S. Santa Fe Dr., littleton, Colorado, For more
information, call 303-877-9457 or visit aparisstreet
market.com

JUlY 15: SEWING PATTERNS & THEIR HISTORY

Discussion led by Carol Paull at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Ar-
madillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More info or if
you would be interested in doing a presentation in your area
of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

JUlY 24-26: WORLD WIDE ANTIQUE & VINTAGE

SHOW, at the Denver Mart in the EXPO Building, 451 East
58th Ave., Suite 4270, Denver, Colorado, 10-6 on Fri., 10 -6
on Sat.and 11-4 on Sunday. 

AUG. 1: A PARIS STREET MARKET, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. an
open-air, vintage, antique and artisan market, at the Aspen

Grove, 7301 S. Santa Fe Dr., littleton, Colorado, For more in-
formation, call 303-877-9457 or visit aparisstreet market.com

AUG. 12: MOTION PICTURE — SF MODELS &

PROPS Discussion led by Ian Kisluk at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass
Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More infor-
mation, or if you would be interested in doing a presentation in
your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

AUG. 26: SILHOUETTES Discussion led by Darlene Gru-
ber at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70,
Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be in-
terested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call
Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

SEPT. 5: A PARIS STREET MARKET, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. an
open-air, vintage, antique and artisan market, at the Aspen
Grove, 7301 S. Santa Fe Dr., littleton, Colorado, For more in-
formation, call 303-877-9457 or visit aparisstreet market.com

SEPT. 9: BABY BOOKS Discussion led by Cheryl Miller at
2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat
Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be interested
in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or
Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

SEPT. 23: MILITARY COLLECTING Discussion led by
Michael Finney at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301
West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you
would be interested in doing a presentation in your area of ex-
pertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

OCT. 3: A PARIS STREET MARKET, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. an
open-air, vintage, antique and artisan market, at the Aspen
Grove, 7301 S. Santa Fe Dr., littleton, Colorado, For more in-
formation, call 303-877-9457 or visit aparisstreet market.com

Auctions
BRUHNS AUCTION GALLERY, ANTIQUE LIGHT-

ING AND ARCHITECTURAL AUCTION SPRING

2015, 50 W. Arizona Ave., Denver. Also watch on liveauc-
tioneers.com. For more information, call 303-744-6505.
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Conifer

Fine Quality Antiques 
& Accessories

If you don’t see it
...we can get it!! 

Limited Dealer Space

Available

Hours 10-5:00 Tuesday - Saturday
(closed major holidays)

720-260-6045
managingdisorder@msn.com
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Continued from page 5

Show Calendar

Upcoming Shows & Events

Show

Colorado State Button 
Society Annual Spring

Show and Sale

April 11&12, 2015
DoubleTree by Hilton
3203 Quebec Street
Denver, CO  80207

Showroom hours:  
Sat 11AM-6PM • Sun 11AM - 4PM

FREE ADMISSION

Contact:  
Jennifer Hulac,
hulaccourtreport

@qwestoffice.net or
call 303-331-0131

����

The Mountain States Collector, a tabloid

newspaper dedicated to promoting the enjoyment

of antiquing and collecting in the Rocky Mountain

region, is distributed the first weekend of every

month through shops, auctions, flea markets and

antique shows, and is mailed to subscribers. 

(Opinions of the writers contained herein are

not necessarily the opinions of the publishers.)

Advertising information: call Jon DeStefano at 720-276-2777 or email him at jondestef@gmail.com

or for any other information, call Spree Enterprises, 303-674-1253 or email us at customerservice@mountainstatescollector.com.

Publisher Spree Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 1003
Bailey, CO 80421
spreepub@mac.com

Executive Director Jon DeStefano

Managing Editor Margaret (Peg) DeStefano, 
NSCDA/Ohio, DAR, 
FFHC (hcgs), Ohio-USD1812 

Editor Jon Patrick DeStefano 

Webmaster Sam DeStefano 
mrphone@ecentral.com

Production Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Peg DeStefano
Jon Patrick DeStefano
Sam DeStefano
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By Rachel Hoffman 

Several times a
year, I donate my
time and expertise
to local museums
as part of an “An-
tiques Roadshow”
type of event for
fundraisers. Re-
cently, I did one for
the Aurora History
Museum. 

One of my fa-
vorite appointments
was a sweet elder
man named Carl.
He was my second
of the day. He gently came up to my table and sat down.
The first thing I do with everyone is make eye contact and
smile and ask them their name. This is an emotional
process for a lot of people and being warm and welcome
right off makes them feel a lot more at ease. I asked Carl
what he had today. It was a Selb painted German bowl -
common - but I asked as I always do before I give any in-
sight into the piece what he could tell me about it. When
I asked him this, there were a couple beats and he finally
said, "This belonged to Carol." His eyes welled up with

tears and I put my hand on his arm and asked him to share
about Carol if he wanted to. Carol and Carl had been mar-
ried for 55 years and she was the love of his life. He said
that when he met her in high school, he said, "I'm gonna
marry you!" and he did. I could feel the pure love and
emotion as he spoke. It rocked me and as I sat there and
took this in, I quickly realized that this whole experience
meant more to Carl than finding out about that little paint-
ed bowl. That bowl sitting in front of us was a simple rep-
resentation of a beautiful life shared between two people. 

This was a good reminder for me and I was glad that
it happened so early in the day. Often times in my store,
people come in, one after another with boxes and boxes
of stuff with no monetary value and I have to stop my
work on the computer to sift through it – sometimes it’s
hard to do that. I always try and stay very present but I
know there have been some times when I wasn't as gentle
as I could have been.  

The rest of the day, I spoke and looked at everyone
and their pieces with integrity and purpose. I listened to
what they had to say. People actually switched their ap-
pointments from some of the other appraisers to myself
because I gained a reputation in the room for "being nice."
It was amazing that they didn't really care about the mon-
etary value of their treasures. Most things came with a
provenance and deep sentimental attachment.  

As many people know, I love making money, sealing
a deal, talking about the bottom line but in life and love,

there is no bottom line. Too often we underestimate the
power of a touch, a smile, a listening ear, an honest com-
pliment, or the smallest act of caring. One of the things I
have to remember in my industry and what I continually
remind myself is to really try to be kind to everyone that
comes in the store - because everyone you meet is fight-
ing some kind of battle. Everyone you meet is afraid of
something, loves something, and has lost something. Re-
membering this is easier said than done sometimes. 

As I grow in my craft, I will carry this day with me
forever and I am thankful for the experience. I am never
going to forget Carl and his wife Carol and her German
painted dish and the sentiment that it held.  This whole
experience makes me remember one of my favorite quotes
about life: 

“How far you go in life depends on your being ten-
der with the young, compassionate with the aged, sympa-
thetic with the striving and tolerant of the weak and strong.
Because someday in your life you will have been all of
these.”  ~ George Washington Carver

My most fulfilling experiences are ones I do just to
do for me and nobody else. It's that stuff that sticks with
us the rest of our lives - the fabric that binds us together
as a humanity. Our experiences shape who we are and who
we want to become. We are always evolving. 

I never expect these moments but I love them because
they remind me what life is about: life is about love. It's about
who you love but more importantly, it's about how you love. 

The Appraiser’s diary – day at the Museum

Rachel Hoffman

Continued from page 1

If you're wondering what to collect, you way find that
special postcard that sets you off on a glorious adventure
at the upcoming Denver Postcard & Paper Show to be held
on Friday, May 1 and Saturday, May 2 at the Jefferson
County Fairgrounds Exhibit Hall, 15200 W. 6th Ave.,
Golden.  Hours are 11:30 am to 7:30 pm on Friday and
9:30 am to 5:00 pm on Saturday.  Admission is $5.00
($1.00 off with a copy of this article).  Children 12 and
under are free.

There will be dealers from Illinois, Wyoming, Min-
nesota, Kansas and across Colorado with a wide array of

postcards as well as many stereoview cards, trade cards,
photographs, early advertising, maps and early railroad,
mining and western memorabilia.  Pictured are some other
examples of early postcards you might find while shop-
ping at the show.

For more information contact Dede at 303-667-6212.

Appraising

interesting and Unusual postcards to Collect
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Antique Row
Broadway

���� �����������������
����������������������
����
���	���

���� �����������������
����������������������
����
���	���

���� �����������������
����������������������
����
���	���

�"����"���
����

�"����"���������

�"����"��������

�"����"���������

�"����"���������"����"���	����

�
	��	�	
��
�
�����
��	�
�����
	�

�
	��	�	
��
�
�����
��	�
�����
	�

�
	��	�	
��
�
�����
��	�
�����
	�

�#&�!$��&�%�"!�$ ����#���$�����������#&�!$��&�%�"!�$ ������$��������������������������

Doll s  and  t o y s  a re  our  pa s s i on a t  

Turn  o f  t h e  Cen tu ry  Ant i qu e s  

Antique Row

Welcome to 1464 Antiques, 
newest Member of Antique row Association 

The Antique Row Association has a new member.
Welcome to 1464 Antiques located at 1464 S. Broadway
in Denver. This shop features individually selected pieces
from an ever changing inventory. They are open Tuesday
- Saturday, 11 - 5:30 and Sunday 12 - 5. Pictured here are
several examples of their inventory. Why not stop by and
see this lovely store. To reach them by telephone, call
720-469-8631.



Depression Glass
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So. Lipan, Denver

Tue.-Sat., 11-5:30
Sunday 12-5

1464 S. Broadway, Denver
720-469-8631

Furnishings/Armoires/Bookcases & Display Pieces/Buffets/Commodes & Chests/Desks/Dining Tables/Tables/Lighting/Mirrors/Majolica &
Porcelain/Artwork/Clocks/Crystal & Glass/Copper/Brass/Pewter/Silver/Garden & Architectural/Sculptures/Collectibles/Unique Accessories/Vintage Clothes & Lace/Jewelry

1464 ANTIQUES

Featuring individually 
selected pieces from 

an ever changing inventory

Array of Color Show and Sale April 25 & 26
black became a mainstay in many homes during and after
World War I.  Soon a period of opaques flourished, with pale
pastels of Azurite in 1922, Primrose and lavender Helio in
1923, then creamy Ivory (custard) along with greens Jade and
Pomona (formerly called Avocado) in 1924.  Somewhere in
there, Cambridge produced a stark white Carrara, but in lim-
ited numbers. (picture, 1920s Opaques)  

It seemed that nearly every company of that period or-
dered their palletes with pale greens, ambers, yellows, pinks,
and blues.  Even with their profusion of new Cambridge

opaques, many distinctively etched and/or decorated, the early
1920s found the factory releasing transparent colors like the
uranium oxide-containing Topaz, a medium purple Mulberry,
light Emerald, Amber, medium Cobalt dubbed “Blue 1” by
collectors, a darker Cobalt, and very rare Goldenrod.  Many
pieces contained new acid etchings, sometimes highlighted
with Gold encrusting, enameling, or fired painting.  like their
opaque pastel cousins, these were all softer hues which em-
bodied much of the 1920s.  Amber, ever-present and rarely
popular nowadays, continued production in some form
through 1954.  Although only Ebony of the opaques survived
from earlier years, bolder transparent colors appeared for
about a year each after mid-decade.  Using directed and par-
tial reheating done by companies such as New England Glass
and Hobbs, Brockunier, & Co. to a red formula glass piece,
Cambridge introduced Rubina in 1925, with distinctive shad-
ing from red to orangish to yellow green to blue.  These eye-
popping combinations remain as highly in demand of any
company regularly produced color.  Another “medium” shade
was Blue Bell (or Bluebell, depending on Colors in Cam-
bridge Glass book I or II by National Cambridge Collectors.)
Both re-emerged later as Sunset (a 1950s Rubina look-alike)
and Tahoe (like Blue Bell) blue in the 40s.  While making a
medium Cobalt Blue 2 (mainly on Decagon) and similar Ritz
Blue beginning in 1929, by 1930 Cambridge also added ex-

ceptionally pale
hues of Peach-
Blo/Dianthus,
Willow Blue
and Gold Krys-
tol, which be-
came common
within many
stemware and
decorative lines.  

Although
the Great De-
pression damp-
ened Ameri-
can’s spirits,
United States
glass factories fought back with new, vibrant colors.  Deep
ruby, strong cobalt, rich green, and fervent amethyst came out
of many factories, especially the Elegant companies such as
Cambridge.  Influencing formulae by contracting with a num-
ber of elegant companies, Henry Hellmers created grand col-
ors as company chemist during his time there from 1930 to
1932.  Carmen, Royal Blue, Amethyst, Forest Green,
Heatherbloom, and Crown Tuscan all came from Hellmer’s

Continued from page 1

9 oz. Georgians, 16 Transparent Colors

Opaques, Ivory, Pomona, Azurite, Helio,

Ebon, Crown Tuscan, Milk, Ebony

Continued on page 13
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Over 70 dealers with a wide variety of antiques, vintage furnishings,

glassware, jewelry, collectibles, primitives, shabby chic, Western,

Native American, home decor & more...

Arvada

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd. ,  Suite130, Arvada, CO 80003

2 Miles North of I-70 on Wadsworth, N.E. Corner of 64th and Wadsworth

www.homesteadantiquemall.net

720-484-3644
Open 7 Days a Week, 10am - 6pm

Come join us for 

Homestead Antiques

first annual 

“Arvada Outdoor 

Antique Market” 

with a wide 

variety of  antiques, 

collectibles, primitives

and vintage items.

SOMETHING FOR 

EVERYONE

to be held in the parking lot of

Homestead Antiques on the

3rd Saturday 

May 16

June 20

July 18

August 15

from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

6530 Wadsworth Blvd.

Limited dealer space available.

Contact us at 

Homestead Antiques 1 @

aol.com



“batch” or mixing, book.  Over a 41 year ca-
reer, his book held over 2,000 formulas, of
which over 1,800 created colored glass.  His
Cambridge creations brightened the 1930s,
with Carmen and Crown Tuscan continuing
into the 1950s.  Plain, etched, gold or silver
encrusted, or enameled, the full embodiment
of each of those six “flavors” have become a
hallmark of the company.  On the first four,
Satin finished, enamel flowered, and trade-
marked Japonica continues among the rarest
and most desired of Cambridge treatments,
demanding at least 4 figures for a single
piece.  Crown Tuscan (later Coral in the Sea
Shell line) appeared as the only opaque
among them in its flesh-hued tones.  A fre-
quent feature of “CT” was the application of
“Charleton” flowers and other designs ap-
plied by Abels, Wassserberg, and Co. Inc., of
New York.  Dichroic Heatherbloom bucked
the “deep” color trend with its subtly pale
lavender tone shifting and its only decoration
being acid etching.  

Another blue opaque came out in 1937
in the form of icy Windsor Blue, lighter than
Azurite and generally appearing in the Sea
Shell line.  You will not find Azurite in the
Sea Shell line; that is a 1990s product of
Summit Glass!  With the late 1930s, Cam-
bridge created complementary shades of
Moonlight, la Rosa, Pistachio, Mocha, and
Tahoe Blue, frequently offered in groups Har-
lequin sets (when added with Gold Krystol
for 6, as well as Amethyst and Forest Green
for 8.)  Along with Tall and little Joes, the
firm marketed these in Stradivari, Statuesque,
Gyro Optic, and cocktail glass groupings
from 1941 through 1943.  Caprice flourished
in Varitone groups of Moonlight, Pistachio,
Mocha, and la Rosa.  While Moonlight ap-
peared most frequently in the Caprice line
and remains highly popular, I have friends

who diligently put together settings and ad-
ditional pieces of la Rosa Caprice.  Soon,
however, much as leaded crystal suffered
from war-induced demands (gotta have them
bullets!), many minerals used in glass be-
came scarcer during World War II, especially
uranium salts used for greens and yellow.
Crystal wares stayed around, but colors dis-
appeared for several years.

The resurgence of post-War America
brought new colors from glass companies in
attempts to re-capture foundering markets.  A
medium-shaded Mandarin Gold debuted in
1949 along with a darker, or “late Dark”
Emerald, the first new colors from Cam-
bridge since 1937.  Changing tests, plastics,
and labor costs all conspired to discourage
decorative glassware.  late in its life, the
company resorted to black and white, debut-
ing in July, 1954, a true Milk Glass in sever-
al older lines, along with satin Ebon in criti-
cally acclaimed Cambridge Square pieces,
viewed by many as the most modernistic of
all its offerings.  Nonetheless, the factory
closed within months, sold several times,
making glass from 1955 for a few years.
During the “reopened” period, Cambridge
kept its name, changed owners, and devel-
oped some new and memorable colors.  First
was Smoke, a medium transparent gray with
shades of Amethyst.  New items in White
Rain, Blue Cloud, and Mardi Gras come out

in 1956 with “flecks” of
color such as white, pale
blue, or confetti-like
combinations embedded
in crystal in a number of
shapes.  From the feel,
I’m sure that older col-
ors from the factory’s
past were resurrected in
the form of crushed
pieces scattered on a
marver with a clear gath-
er rolled over them.
Other new shades during
this short span included
a pale opaque Violet,
pale “’50s Pink” and
“Pistachio,” a root beer-
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Lakewood

Jenny’s Junk Emporium
High-end Collectibles 

(despite what the name may imply). 

Steam engines, locomotives, trains, crystal, china, jewelry,
vintage and small unique collectible finds.

Consignments and Layaways

Jenny & Bill Andrus
6625 W. Mississippi Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80226

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

303-570-1590

Depression Glass Show

Array of Color 

Continued on page 20

Featuring...
Primitives, Furniture

Home Decor,

Glassware, Pictures, 

Jewelry, and Kitchen 

Collectibles

My Favorite Things

8797 W. Colfax Ave., Lakewood, CO 80215

303-462-1373

Continued from page 11

Cambridge Worker's Whimsey Portiere

Harlequin sets, Statuesque (6) & Tall Joes (8)
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Wheat Ridge

4501 Wadsworth Blvd ~ Wheat Ridge, CO ~ (303) 463-7796 
12,000 SQ./FT. FULL 

OF WONDERFUL 

ANTIQUES, JEWELRY,

CLOCK REPAIR, NATIVE

AMERICAN, BOOKS, 

HOME DECOR AND MORE...

Some Space Available
Come Join Our Team



By Jon DeStefano

Ragtime Annie's Antique Market is no ordinary an-
tique mall. In fact, when you enter it is a lot more like vis-
iting a friend's home. That is unusual for a place with forty
plus dealers, spread over 13,500 square feet and three
floors. 

The homey feeling comes from a well used seating
area where coffee and cookies are always served and folks
are always chatting and a layout that is more like going
through different rooms in an antique mansion. Of course,
there is always the genuine welcoming and warmth of
Marilynn Reid, long time manager, and her daughter,
Heather Schaller during the week and on the weekends by
their assistants Anita Glause and David Ricardi.

When you walk through the various rooms, so differ-
ent from typical mall booths, each has a distinct presenta-
tion. In this article we will visit just a few places and let
the photos do the talking.

For example, when you enter Tom Gallegos' space,
living In The Past, you will find it filled with unique an-
tiques, artifacts and antiquities; like the Astrolabe (circa
1800) or star calculator as it is referred to today. It is in
excellent condition and makes you feel like your visiting
an ancient astronomer.

Another unique piece is his Edwardian Circle and
Brass dinner gong from the 1890's which would fit in any
home where sound still calls people to dinner. Tom has
numerous ancient pieces: Medieval bronze bracelets (800-
1200 AD), a Roman Bronze bracelet from the 1st to 3rd
century AD and even a silver Thracian fertility bracelet.

He has many unique antiquities, one of my favorites
is an English pewter Ocarina (Flute) from the mid 1800's.

Everything there is in
excellent condition and
beautifully displayed.

Another great area
is the French Market
which is Jan French's
display which features a
lot of Victorian, art, fur-
niture, jewelry, books
and Americana from
vintage to contemporary.
She even has a nice as-
sortment of reverse
painted glass silhouettes
and much, much more.

Grandma Had One
is what John Hicks calls
his collection and when
you walk into his room you will be filled with memories
from the dozens of unique items that bring the past alive.
His huge furniture collection is surrounded with antique
musical instruments like a unique accordion and a very
special early child's violin, a lawn jockey, perfume bot-
tles, a wide variety of art and even early lighting pieces.

Shannon Diamond's space is called At Violet's Base-
ment and filled with Americana, primitives, beautiful
linens from the past, painted and unprinted furniture and
dish ware.

If you are into Indian Art and collectibles visit Neil
and Sharon lininger's room where you will find the finest
Indian jewelry, pottery, baskets, woven rugs, and beauti-
ful Indian dolls. Their selection of Western and Indian Art
is extensive and beautiful.

Another great space to visit is Barbara laRue's
Brooklyn's Rose where you will find an unexpected col-
lection of great furniture, collectibles, and accents rang-
ing from contemporary to vintage and all superior. Bar-
bara also provides exceptional custom framing.

These are just a handful of the great dealers at Rag-
time Annie's Antique Market. Stop by anytime. Enjoy their
hospitality and a wide variety of unique antiques and col-
lectibles. Their hours are 10 to 5 six days a week and on
Sunday 1 to 5. They are located at 4501 Wadsworth Blvd.
in Wheat Ridge, Colorado and their number is 303-463-
7796. You'll be glad you did.
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Wheat Ridge

Antiques, Collectibles, Vintage

Primitives, Home Decor, Furniture

Toys, Books, Music and More
(We buy old toys!)

Over 25 Great Dealers Space Available

7341 W. 44th Ave., Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
1 Block East of Wadsworth on 44th Avenue

303-993-3868
Monday - Saturday 10-5, Sunday - call to see if open
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Auction Gallery

Dealer Feature

ragtime Annie’s is like Visiting a Friend’s home

UNIQUE TREASURESUNIQUE TREASURES
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Dear Mountain States Collector,

life has a way of creating its own connecting circle. I
read the article about Van Briggle as I sat on my front porch
in Mt. Adams, a community of Cincinnati, Ohio, with its in-
laid Rookwood tile. The colors that Van Briggle used are re-
flected in the pieces in my front porch. 

My husband Ray Gronauer is third generation in this
house which is just across the bridge from the Rookwood Pot-
tery Building (Now The Rookwood Restaurant - the building
is on the Historic Registry). His grandfather was a world
renowned Master Mold Maker for Rookwood. like Van Brig-
gle, he, too, had a kiln built in the basement of his home so
he could do his own work designing pieces of pottery. Unlike
Van Briggle, he did not come to Rookwood until 1908. I am
sending you the information about John Tognarelli. The pic-
ture is of him. The child on his lap is my husband. What we
have left of John's work are actual molds. 

I have enclosed in this letter, the last place Charity Moffet
Van Briggle lived. The building is now part of a condominium
complex. (See picture bottom middle.) It is only a block and a
half from me. The exterior of the building has changed to hold
two condominiums but none-the-less it is the original 1896
building. I will mail you the info on John Tognarelli along with
a tape of Rookwood being made. The film was made in the
early 1930's and was donated to the Cincinnati Art Museum.
(Mountain States Collector will be making the film available
on our website: MountainStatesCollector.com.) For those who
visit Cincinnati, the Art Museum has an entire wing devoted to
Cincinnati Pottery and its artisans.

Over the past 10 years Rookwood Pottery is being made
once more. It is located on Race Street in our beautifully re-
vived downtown...come visit some time. It's like stepping
back in time.

I understand that I am a distant relative to the Van Brig-
gle family by way of Felicity, Ohio. Then to find out the cir-
cle connects by way of Rookwood and Mt. Adams...I am al-
ways amazed.

Sincerely,
Sally Gronauer
Mt. Adams, Cincinnati, Ohio
The picture of the porch... John Tognarelli changed the

front porch after he bought the house. Originally, it was wood-
en. He created the spindles that you see and we still have the
mold. The Rookwood that is inlaid are pieces thrown out be-
cause there might have been a flaw in a piece of work or the
artist didn't like the finished product. They would throw the
pieces over the hillside on to the ground and John would col-
lect the ones he wanted for the porch and the fountain in the
backyard. (When Monastery Street...below Rookwood Pot-
tery...was redeveloped in the 1990's, they unearthed mounds
of broken Rookwood)

When we moved to the house in 2002, we removed the
kiln. The construction was quite interesting. I shutter to think
about the temperatures inside the kiln. It's a wonder the house
never burned down. If we are still here in 2017, the family
would have lived here for 100 years.

The fence
a r o u n d
the porch
is called
pig iron
instead of
wrought
iron be-
cause it
kept the
pigs out
of your
yard when they herded them down the street.

There is an attachment to thhouse which was for a hose
that you could put into the city water supply to clean streets
after animals traveled down the street.
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Subcriptions

Subscribe to the Collector

1 year  (12 issues) $18.00
2 years (24 issues) $32.00
3 years (36 issues) $45.00

Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Return to:  Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Box 1003, Bailey, CO  80421-1003

Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.
Outside North America $70.00 per year. 

No refunds.

Make check payable to Spree Enterprises.

Van Briggle Article Sparks Connections 

Letter To The Editor

prESS rElEASE
Dan Gendron Horology is pleased to

announce that 7th generation Certified

Horologist, Jesse l. Gendron is now of-

fering watch and clock repair services to

Colorado Springs. His shop is set up in

Willowstone Antique Marketplace,

Garden of the Gods Rd., Booth #115,

where he also buys and sells pre-owned

watches and clocks.

Repairs are available on All types

of watches, from quartz to extreme high

grade, as well as battery operated and

wind-up clocks.

Kathy Honea, Writer of the article about Van Briggle in our March 2015 issue of the Mountain

States Collector responded to Sally Gronauer’s discoveries:

This just gets better and better!
I have a photo of Charity's last home in my book.
We believe we have identified Artus' last Cincinnati home - where he made the 1898 lorelei.
The owners allowed us inside the home last July.  

There is one Rookwood vase by Artus in the museum there - a seagull design.  We have 2
Rookwood vases by Artus and one by his sister leona Van Briggle.  

Artus' father, mother and 2 sisters lived directly across the street from Charity—now a parking
lot.  After their parents' death, they moved to a retirement home close by. 

Happy Connecting.

Kathy Honea

We are grateful to Mary Sikora, sister to Sally
Gronauer and Peggy DeStefano, for discovering why this
gravestone was found in one of their family graveyards.
This is in Felicity, Ohio in the Hopewell Cemetery. Mary
tells us, “You will find Caroline (and, I think, Charity) in
the Hopewell Cemetery. This was one of the first in Fe-
licity. The first time we went there, we found quite a few
of our family’s gravestones. However, many were broken
and half-buried. At the time, it was being used as a graz-
ing ground by some. I sent a rather testy letter to the Cler-
mont County commissioners and, a year or so later, I vis-

ited it and it had been
cleaned up. A lot of the
stones are gone or are
unintelligible.” 

She added, “The con-
nection to our family is
Eliza Van Briggle who
was a Prather, a distant
cousin of ours.”

Pictured here is John Tognarelli with his grandson Ray

Gronauer. Mr. Tognarelli was born in 1878 in Toscani,

Italy. He married Adele Micheli, also from Toscani. Mr.

Tognarelli was especially skilled in architectural molding

and was responsible for the molds for the tile facade of

the Gidding Company and the Rookwood Room in the Sin-

ton Hotel. Many noted sculptors brought their work to

Tognarelli to have him make molds.
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By Robert Reed

The latest book on distinguished Red Wing Stoneware is an
impressive one. Red Wing Stoneware Encyclopedia by Dan De
Pasquale and Larry Peterson offers an amazing array of products
from one of America’s finest stoneware manufacturers. 

Hundreds and hundreds of items are colorfully illustrated
along with current values. Red Wing is understandably highly
collectible and some of the prices clearly reflect it from the plain
salt glaze churns in the one gallon size listing at $250 to $350,
to the Red Wing Success Filter complete with black stamp and
original list at $1,300 to $1,400.

As the authors point out the upper Midwest has long been
a "Mecca for early stoneware production." Early utilitarian
wares were typically the work of smaller potters, which were
eventually surpassed by two larger companies—the Western
Stoneware Company and the Red Wing Stoneware Company.
The second firm is the clear focus of the book.

True to its title the volume presents an extensive selection
of this ‘Cadillac’ of stoneware makers. Specific selections of the
book include general stoneware, kitchen stoneware, and various
jugs.

Prolifically presented in the general stoneware chapter are
crocks, water coolers, churns, spittoons, chamber pots, and
chicken feeders among other items. The kitchen chapter turns to
bean pots, butter crocks, bowls, nappies, pitchers, mugs, pantry
jars, refrigerator jars, and other kitchen-related wares.

In the book’s introduction the authors make reference to
early stoneware collectors who were sometimes content with
any piece "as long as it was signed." They report now "new col-
lectors have done their homework and seem to target specific,
high quality items for their collection. For example, advertising
ware, salt glaze items, and rare hard to find items are hard to
find."

Red Wing Stoneware Encyclopedia by Dan De Pasquale
and Larry Peterson, hardcover, color illustrated, values, index,
224 pages, $29.95 plus shipping from Collector Books, 1-800-
626-5420.

Large Letter Postcards
At Last Getting Attention

At long last large letter postcards are getting the attention
they deserve. The impressive volume provides a sweeping look
at more than 2,300 colorful large letter greetings-related post-
cards of yesteryear. 

Clearly large letter greetings-type postcards were in use in
the United States by the early 1900s. However as the authors
point out a list of all the large letter postcards "could run into the
tens of thousands." Instead the book centers on the so-called
classic age from the early 1930s to the middle 1950s.

Chapters in the volume include 50 scarce large letter post-
cards, 50 graphically appealing large letter postcards, and man-
ufacturers. Still an additional section provides such postcards by
states along with current values.

Interestingly the authors indicate that many postcard man-
ufactur-
ers did
n o t
k e e p
the nec-
e s s a r y
records
to con-
s t r u c t
t h e i r
l i s t i n g
of hundreds of postcards. Instead, "it had to be done through
acquisition with some postcards taking years to obtain."

The co-authors have considerable experience in the post-
card field. Tenney is a long time buyer and seller of such large
letter postcards. Hilbert has collected postcards since early
childhood. Both authors are residents of Arizona. 
Large Letter Postcards: The Definitive Guide 1930s to 1950s by

Fred Tenney and Kevin Hilbert has 160 pages and 2,375 color
photographs. Hardcover, with index, the book is $39.99 plus
shipping from Schiffer Publishing, 4880 Lower Valley Rd.,
Atglen, PA 19310.

(Book reviews by Robert Reed, Antique and Collectible
News Service, PO Box 204,  Knightstown, IN 46148.)
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We take great 
pride in being a

“great little town” 
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

Inside Antiques

Red Wing Stoneware — Book Is Impressive One

Sedalia

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstrations 
Weekends in January

115 East Main 719-372-6677

WANTED
WANTED: DUNCAN

PHYFE DROP LEAF

TABLE and four chairs,

mahogany twin bed

frame, sturdy oak rocking

chair, call 720-628-2311.

(12-14)

WANTED: OLD GUMBALL

PEANUT AND MATCH MA-

CHINES. Jeff, 303-775-3250

(1-15)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES

WANTED, 303-792-2450.

(5-15)

OLDER PAINTINGS in any

condition wanted for pur-

chase. 303-997-4860. (11-13)

FOR SALE
R O U N D   O A K   D I N I N G
TABLE, Westward Ho,
LIFE magazines, dresser
set and more. Go to

mamoss909@gmail.com
(3-15)

SHOW SUPPLIES: Fitted
black tablecloths for 6 x 8
ft. tables, black boards with
grid, mirrored supports for
multiple shelves, risers with
black crushed velvet fabric.
303-530-7355. (12-14)

FOR SALE: The Iron Gate
Antique Mall at 109 W.
Main St. in Florence Col-
orado is for sale. Sale
includes 8670 sq. ft. build-
ing and the business.
$345,000. Please call
Brandon Angel for more
details 719-240-6471.

SERVICES
C H I P S   A N D   P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain repairs,
pearl restringing. By appoint-
ment only, call Sari, 303-623-
4217 or email chipsand-
pieces @ yahoo. com

DEALERS
CHOICE ANTIQUE DEAL-
ER SPACE AVAILABLE -
6500 sq. feet. 389 South
Broadway. Stop by or call
Kent #303-777-5115.

1407 SOUTH BROADWAY
1625' shop available on vi-
brant diverse block.  300' ad-
ditional storage, reserved
parking at back door.  25K
cars daily, stoplight, new
streetscaping.  $1800/month
plus utilities.  Betsy: 303-
777-0848, 303-981-5950,
bctournier@aol. com

DEALER SPACES AVAIL-
ABLE Want to get into  the
Antiques business?  Want
to expand existing business?
Join Downtown Colorado
Springs’ Oldest & Largest
Award Winning Antique Mall.
Premium floor spaces &
cases available.  Friendly &
helpful staff.  Open Daily.
Stop by or call, 719-633-
6070.  Antique Gallery, 117
South Wahsatch Ave.

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to our
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

CLUBS
D O   Y O U   L O V E   A N -
TIQUES, Collectibles, Art
and History? Questers is
the Club for you! Contact:
OFWANTIQUES@gmail
.com, 970-226-4432.
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Always

Buying

Brighton

Complete Antique
Restoration Available

Full Line of
Antiques &
Collectibles

(1/2 Blk. No. of Bridge & Main)
Brighton, CO 80601

303-659-7516

24 North Main  

W A N T E D
WANTED: Older
style gas ranges,
1920s-50s ie Cham-
bers, O’Keeffe and
Merritt, others, no
electrics 303-779-
0073 (01-07)

WANTED: Antique Heating
and Cooking Stoves, or-
nate, 303-779-0073. (01-07)

WANTED: 
TOY AIRPLANES (TMD);
factory display models;
built up plastic models. Call
Walt, 970-204-0499 ( 1-10)

WANTED: PILLIN POT-
TERY, 303-477-3923. (5-10)

WANTED: MODEL AIR-
PLANES, kits, engines, race
cars. 303-422-0408 (12-07)

WANTED: OLD VENDING
MACHINES, gumball, pea-
nut, matches, cigarette and
etc. Call Jeff (303) 775-
3250. (11-09)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES
WANTED, 303-792-2450.
(4-10)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Antique secre-
tary box circa 1850—brass
bound teak—rare-excellent
condition—$2100, set of 2
vaseline glass candle hold-
ers—short, curled base—
$150, small oil lamp circa
1800—green with white flow-
ers—never used—$150,
Royal Copenhagen tea set—
open lace pattern—num-
bered—4 pieces—hard to
find, Many McCoy pieces—

mostly flower pots—vase—
bedside bowl and pitcher set,
lg, Antique Singer sewing
machine with case, Cut
glass, 303-838-3643. Email:
jgf3643@hotmail.com

FOR SALE: A.B. Dick 310
offset press, 111 plate
maker, Michael’s collator,
Schaefer cast iron wax
melter, manuals, misc parts.
$100.00 takes all. 719-647-
8867. Pueblo West. (12-09)

DOULTON’S BOWL/
PITCHER Fontainbleau
Burslem pitcher good condi-
tion O3068K bowl small
crack $1,000 OBO 303-659-
0748. (01/10)

DEALERS
R O C K Y M O U N T A I N
ANTIQUES IN LOVELAND
wants dealers w/toys, clocks,
watches, quality knives &
razors, tools, other neat stuff.
Low rent. 970-669-7440.

DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Serendipity Mercan-
tile, Longmont, Colorado.
large building, room for more
dealers. Great parking! Call
303-776-8511. 

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to or
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

RETAIL FOR LEASE, 1400
block South Broadway, 3
spaces, 1300 to 2500 square
feet, each with storage.
Betsy 303-777-0848, bc
tournier@aol.com (08/09) 

SERVICES
BUY OR SELL ANTIQUE
BUSINESS! Licensed bro-
ker to bring together buyers
and sellers. We package
trade names, inventory,
customer lists, Real Estate
leases and sales, and cre-
ative financing and ex-
changes. 303-913-3355
www.Traylorhomes.com
Business Opportunities

C H I P S A N D P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain
repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
Sari, 303-623-4217 or
email chipsandpieces @
yahoo.com

EXPERT silver and met-
als repairs restoration.
Appraisals for insurance.
720-939-9373, nat_mx6
@hotmail.com (3-07) Lyons

Spree Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 1003
Bailey, CO 80421

WESTERN
COLLECTIONS FOR

SALE
Metal horse statues, Roy
Rogers collection. Other

Western
stars items,

Dixie 
Premiums,
movie cow-

boy and
rodeo post
cards, sad-

dles, horses, etc. on
plates, ladies with horse

calendars, Tom Beecham
convas type prints 

in frames. 
Horses on scarves 

collection, horses on
hankies collection. West-
ern neckties collection.

More items too numerous
to mention. 

Serious inquiries only!

303-432-7223

Dan’s 
Painting,

Remodeling
Wallpaper Removal,

Dry Wall Repair, Water
Damage Repair
Acoustic/Ceiling 

Removal

303-922-0792

Advertise
in the Moun-
tain States
Collector.        

Reach the
t h o u s a n d s
of antique
c o l l e c t o r s
and afficionados that enjoy
this 37 year old newspaper
devoted to the collector and to
the antique buff. 

Call 303-674-1253 for more
information.

Get more
bang for your
buck!

Drop us a line. 
We’d love to hear from you.
Our address is: P.O. Box 1003

Bailey, CO 80421
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machine with case, Cut
glass, 303-838-3643. Email:
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FOR SALE: A.B. Dick 310
offset press, 111 plate
maker, Michael’s collator,
Schaefer cast iron wax
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8867. Pueblo West. (12-09)

DOULTON’S BOWL/
PITCHER Fontainbleau
Burslem pitcher good condi-
tion O3068K bowl small
crack $1,000 OBO 303-659-
0748. (01/10)

DEALERS
R O C K Y M O U N T A I N
ANTIQUES IN LOVELAND
wants dealers w/toys, clocks,
watches, quality knives &
razors, tools, other neat stuff.
Low rent. 970-669-7440.

DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Serendipity Mercan-
tile, Longmont, Colorado.
large building, room for more
dealers. Great parking! Call
303-776-8511. 

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to or
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
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RETAIL FOR LEASE, 1400
block South Broadway, 3
spaces, 1300 to 2500 square
feet, each with storage.
Betsy 303-777-0848, bc
tournier@aol.com (08/09) 
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C H I P S A N D P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain
repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
Sari, 303-623-4217 or
email chipsandpieces @
yahoo.com

EXPERT silver and met-
als repairs restoration.
Appraisals for insurance.
720-939-9373, nat_mx6
@hotmail.com (3-07) Lyons
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SALE
Metal horse statues, Roy
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Western
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boy and
rodeo post
cards, sad-
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More items too numerous
to mention. 
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Damage Repair
Acoustic/Ceiling 

Removal

303-922-0792

Advertise
in the Moun-
tain States
Collector.        

Reach the
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of antique
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and afficionados that enjoy
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devoted to the collector and to
the antique buff. 

Call 303-674-1253 for more
information.
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We’d love to hear from you.
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We take great 
pride in being a

“great little town” 
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

 

       

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstrations 
Weekends in January

115 East Main 719-372-6677
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We take great
pride in being a

“great little town”
where you’re a

stranger only once!



By Anne Gilbert

Some of the most expensive fishing lures are those that are considered a form of folk art. For
a dediated fisherman it’s simply a matter of collecting something that is your favorite pastime.

When you hear about an old wood fishing lure selling at auction back in 2003 for $31,857 on
EBay, even if you aren’t interested in fishing or fishing collectibles it catches your interest. Of
course, for the thousands of people who are avid fishermen or collectors, this is an eye opener to a
collecting category you never thought of. However, as in any other collecting category, it has its

perils and pitfalls. There are still bargains for beginning collectors if they research.
You hear a lot about duck decoys, but less about fishing collectibles. Yet, just as with

duck decoys, there are examples of fishing lures by skilled craftsmen. Not only lures, but
tackle are being collected. Some can be costly. But, for the most part, depending where you
find them, they can be bargain priced. Some of the most expensive lures are those that are
considered a form of folk art. For the dedicated fisherman it’s simply a matter of collecting
something that is your favorite pastime.

Call it a lure or a decoy, several factors determine the value. Craftsmanship, condition, materi-
als and rarity make the dollar difference between a few dollars or several hundred.

Considered the early master of the craft is gun maker Riley Haskell, Painesville, Ohio. He
made the first fish shaped lure with a revolving tail. In 2004 one sold at auction for $101,200. An-
other important maker is James Heddon, a Michigan bee keeper and newspaper publisher. He
began selling his wooden lures in 1902 from his kitchen. later he made them in plastic but they
didn’t wear well. In 2003 one sold for $31,857 on Ebay.

While age is important, mid 20th century lures that can be attributed to a known artist get top
dollar. Among some of the most important, working in the 1930s to 1950s are Hans Janner Sr.,
Abraham Dehate and Andrew Trombley...all of Mount Clemens, Michigan. Many folk artists, such
as Oscar Peterson, Cadillac, Michigan, not only carved lures, but fish-related items, such as plaques
and advertising signs. Peterson, considered one of the “greats” by collectors, delivered not only
quality but quantity. A landscaper by trade, he used his carvings for added income. Collectors be-
lieve that there may be nearly two thousand of his works waiting to be discovered. One way his
pieces can be identified is by his use of bright primary colors and subtle colors.

Ice-spearfishing decoys were among the earliest forms. it is thought that the first decoys were
made by Eskimos. Ancient artifacts and more recent pieces show how the hunting ritual required
making “killing implements” things of beauty. Carved of bone and antler, they outlasted wood.
Hundreds of years later, in America, they were painted in colors to attract the fish. In the 20th cen-
tury, contemporary materials were added to all types of fishing decoys. They included not only
wood but glass beads, wire and even pieces from tin cans. In New York State the tails were often
of leather. Bits of fish skin were also attached made to meet the demand. By the 1920s the Pflueger
Company offered the Templar reel.

ClUES: Unfortunately there are lots of fake fish decoys around. Copies of the Peterson de-
coys are being made. However, as another category, beginning collectors might consider them,
since they are well made. Also faked, are the New York State fish with leather tails. Best advice,
since there are still many authentic examples awaiting discovery is “go fish.”

The lure of Old Fishing Collectibles
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Aurora

Monday - Thursday 

and Saturday 10-6

Friday 12-6 • Sunday 11-5

1947 S. Havana

Aurora, CO 80014

303.337.6880

Q u a l i t y  T h a t  L a s t s !
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East 

Central

Denver

ColfaxOn January
18, we observe
the birthday of
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. King
was the chief
spokesman for
n o n v i o l e n t
activism in the
civil rights move-
ment. He suc-
cessfully protest-
ed discrimination
in federal and
state laws. He
also recognized
the power of ser-
vice to strengthen
communities and
achieve common goals. 

In honor of King's memory, the National Martin
Luther King Day of Service was started by Pennsylva-
nia Senator Harris Wofford and Atlanta Congressman
John Lewis, who co-authored the King Holiday and
Service Act. The federal legislation was signed into

law by President Bill Clinton on August 23, 1994. 
The goal of the Act honoring King is to make the

holiday a day when people of all ages and backgrounds
come together to improve lives, bridge social barriers,
and move our nation closer to the "Beloved Communi-
ty" that King envisioned. 

Since its inception, participation in public service
projects has grown each year. 

In 2009, a record number of Americans honored
King and answered then president-elect Obama's call
to service by volunteering on the January 19 King Day
of Service. 

More than 13,000
service projects took
place across the country,
twice as many as in the
previous year. 

Americans made it
"a day on, not a day off"
by delivering meals,
refurbishing schools,
helping older people,
reading to children, sign-
ing up mentors, and
much more. 

Warman’s Handbags Field Guide by Abigail Ruther-
ford. Excellent vintage purse resource. More than 500
color illustrations and values. Softcover, index, 512
pages, $14.99 plus shipping from Krause Publications, 1-
800-258-0929.

Looking At European Frames: A Guide To Terms,
Styles, and Techniques by D. Gene Karraker. Fascinat-
ing and focused coverage, over 200 entries. Softcover,
color illustrated with objects from the J. Paul Getty Muse-
um, 88 pages, $18.95 plus shipping from Oxford Univer-
sity Press.

Baldwin Locomotives. Hundreds of detailed etchings of
historic locomotives produced by the Baldwin Locomo-
tive Works which began operations in 1831. Quality edi-
tion included descriptions of locomotives, components,
and construction. Hardcover, 328 pages, $39.99 plus ship-
ping from Schiffer Publishing, 4880 Lower Valley Rd.,
Atglen, PA 19310.

1000 Comic Books You Must Read by Tony Isabella.
One grand journey through 70 years of amazing and
appealing American comic books. Chapters capture
decades, as in "the Fearful Fifties" and "the Swinging Six-
ties". The color illustrations and accompanying details are
terrific. Hardcover, index, 272 pages, $29.99 plus ship-
ping from Krause Publications, 1-800-258-0929.

Everyday Artifacts: America 1750-1850 by Anthony L.
Tafel. Revealing and rewarding look at the tools and other
possessions of Americans during an earlier era. More than
280 full color illustrations and descriptions are included
from dated anvils wood working planes. Softcover, 112
pages, $19.99 plus shipping from Schiffer Publishing,

4880 Lower Valley Rd., Atglen, PA 19310.

Standard Catalog of United States Paper Money, 28th
edition, edited by George Cuhaj with market analyst
William Brandimore. Essential guide with 1,300 color
images and more than 5,000 listings. A clear leader in the
field. Softcover, 436 pages, $29.99 plus shipping from
Krause Publications, 1-800-258-0929.

(Book reviews by Robert Reed, Antique and Collectible
News Service, PO Box 204, Knightstown, IN 46148.)
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Visit us at 5736 E. Colfax
Denver, CO 80220

303-329-8208
www.denverantiques.com

Mining equipment

Quality tools

Vintage pottery

Costume Jewelry

Cast Iron Accent Items

Replica Military Knives

Great Shabby Chic

1000’s of 

Quality Records

Come see our newly 

expanded selection of

Quality Antiques &

Collectibles

East Denver

Northwest Corner of 
Kearney and East Colfax

303-399-8643
www.decorables.net

Good Reading

Books To Help With Your Collecting

King Day of Service Jan. 18
On January

18, we observe
the birthday of
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. King
was the chief
spokesman for
n o n v i o l e n t
activism in the
civil rights move-
ment. He suc-
cessfully protest-
ed discrimination
in federal and
state laws. He
also recognized
the power of ser-
vice to strengthen
communities and
achieve common goals. 

In honor of King's memory, the National Martin
Luther King Day of Service was started by Pennsylva-
nia Senator Harris Wofford and Atlanta Congressman
John Lewis, who co-authored the King Holiday and
Service Act. The federal legislation was signed into

law by President Bill Clinton on August 23, 1994. 
The goal of the Act honoring King is to make the

holiday a day when people of all ages and backgrounds
come together to improve lives, bridge social barriers,
and move our nation closer to the "Beloved Communi-
ty" that King envisioned. 

Since its inception, participation in public service
projects has grown each year. 

In 2009, a record number of Americans honored
King and answered then president-elect Obama's call
to service by volunteering on the January 19 King Day
of Service. 

More than 13,000
service projects took
place across the country,
twice as many as in the
previous year. 

Americans made it
"a day on, not a day off"
by delivering meals,
refurbishing schools,
helping older people,
reading to children, sign-
ing up mentors, and
much more. 

Warman’s Handbags Field Guide by Abigail Ruther-
ford. Excellent vintage purse resource. More than 500
color illustrations and values. Softcover, index, 512
pages, $14.99 plus shipping from Krause Publications, 1-
800-258-0929.

Looking At European Frames: A Guide To Terms,
Styles, and Techniques by D. Gene Karraker. Fascinat-
ing and focused coverage, over 200 entries. Softcover,
color illustrated with objects from the J. Paul Getty Muse-
um, 88 pages, $18.95 plus shipping from Oxford Univer-
sity Press.

Baldwin Locomotives. Hundreds of detailed etchings of
historic locomotives produced by the Baldwin Locomo-
tive Works which began operations in 1831. Quality edi-
tion included descriptions of locomotives, components,
and construction. Hardcover, 328 pages, $39.99 plus ship-
ping from Schiffer Publishing, 4880 Lower Valley Rd.,
Atglen, PA 19310.

1000 Comic Books You Must Read by Tony Isabella.
One grand journey through 70 years of amazing and
appealing American comic books. Chapters capture
decades, as in "the Fearful Fifties" and "the Swinging Six-
ties". The color illustrations and accompanying details are
terrific. Hardcover, index, 272 pages, $29.99 plus ship-
ping from Krause Publications, 1-800-258-0929.

Everyday Artifacts: America 1750-1850 by Anthony L.
Tafel. Revealing and rewarding look at the tools and other
possessions of Americans during an earlier era. More than
280 full color illustrations and descriptions are included
from dated anvils wood working planes. Softcover, 112
pages, $19.99 plus shipping from Schiffer Publishing,

4880 Lower Valley Rd., Atglen, PA 19310.

Standard Catalog of United States Paper Money, 28th
edition, edited by George Cuhaj with market analyst
William Brandimore. Essential guide with 1,300 color
images and more than 5,000 listings. A clear leader in the
field. Softcover, 436 pages, $29.99 plus shipping from
Krause Publications, 1-800-258-0929.

(Book reviews by Robert Reed, Antique and Collectible
News Service, PO Box 204, Knightstown, IN 46148.)
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Visit us at 5736 E. Colfax
Denver, CO 80220

303-329-8208
www.denverantiques.com

Mining equipment

Quality tools

Vintage pottery

Costume Jewelry

Cast Iron Accent Items

Replica Military Knives

Great Shabby Chic

1000’s of 

Quality Records

Come see our newly 

expanded selection of

Quality Antiques &

Collectibles

East Denver

Northwest Corner of 
Kearney and East Colfax

303-399-8643
www.decorables.net

Good Reading

Books To Help With Your Collecting

King Day of Service Jan. 18

Mon. Tues. Wed. Fri. 10-5

Closed Thurs. Sat. Sun. 11-4
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and Saturday 10-6

Friday 12-6 • Sunday 11-5

1947 S. Havana

Aurora, CO 80014

303.337.6880
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Fish lure with revolving tail by Riley Haskell. PHOTO CREDIT: The Gainesville Sun

Local goods • Global cause

“An Antique Pickers Dream”
Collectibles • Glassware • Toys • Books

738 N. Peoria St., Unit A, Aurora, CO 80011

303-722-4500
Like us on Facebook at Safarithrift, www.acc-den.org

The local community supports our global community of refugees 

by donating, volunteering and shopping. 

All profits support African Community Center (ACC) programs.
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Starr Antiques
Featuring Colonial and Federal Period furni-

ture and accessories.

Discover how accenting with a fine piece, big

or small, can give your home that extra panache:

The sophisticated design of Folk Art, the "hand"

in stoneware jugs, the patience of quilts, porce-

lain that traveled 2,000 miles from China 200

years ago, handmade furniture from craftsmen with decades of apprenticeship,

silver candlesticks from Colonial America, portraits as the keepers of memory.

Consignment of select pieces, 

whether from individuals or estates, are welcome.

Open Tuesday-Saturday, 10a.m.-5p.m. 

(303) 399-4537

starrantiques.com

2930 E. 6th Avenue, Denver, Colorado  80206

Antiques & Decorative Accessories
Original Art, Vintage, Lighting, Crystal  & Silver

Hand-painted Furniture, Rugs

shaded Amber, and the previously mentioned Sunset.  A lot of
effort produced some interesting glass, but the factory closed
permanently in 1958.  Imperial bought the assets including
molds (not the factory) and continued to produce Rose Point,
Cambridge Square (including some unique ruby pieces), and
Statuesque barware cocktails for Trader Vic’s into the 1960s. 

A fascinating collection, if you have eternal patience, time
and money, is collecting experimental colors made by Cam-
bridge.  The majority probably came out in the 1930s, judg-
ing from the shapes.  Several appear in the Sea Shell and Ever-
glades lines of that period, along with #3400 tableware, stat-
uesque pieces, and some stems.  (picture, orange #3121 stem). 

I’m not entirely sure
of the exact composi-
tion of all color batch-
es, for many minerals
created the hues that I
admire so much.  les
Hansen, a vital re-
searcher in National
Cambridge Collectors
and source of the earli-
er information on
Henry Hellmers, pub-
lished a number of
batch formulae in the
NCC Crystal Ball
newsletter articles
about 12 years ago.
Most ambers contained
selenium.  Yellows re-
ceive their coloration
from differing amounts
of cadmium sulfide.
That same cadmium
sulfide, when com-
bined with the right
amounts of selenium,
generated glorious
Carmen, as well as Ru-
bina, I believe.  Mul-

berry and Amethyst both flowed from manganese dioxide and
“powder blue,” a powdered form of cobalt oxide.  Mulberry
also contained tin oxide.  Of course, manganese was a de-col-
oring agent used by most companies to offset iron’s green ef-
fect in glass from the sands used for the bulk of each batch.
Royal Blue received its regal shade from cobalt.  Cobalt gave
life to all Cambridge blues including the opaques Azurite and
Windsor Blue.  The greens (Forest Green and light Emerald)
derived from copper oxide with additions such as iron oxide.
light Emerald found its pale green in mixed copper and ura-
nium oxides.  Additionally, uranium oxide gave a special glow
to Topaz, Gold Krystol, Pistachio, Jade, Primrose, and Ivory.
Heatherbloom obtained its dichroic nature from neodymium,
with additions of selenium and “powder blue” that gave it a
more bluish tint than its cousin Heisey Alexandrite, also a
Hellmers formula.  All opaque glasses such as Violet, which
also contained neodymium and “powder blue,” owed their
non-transparent nature to calcium fluoride, or fluorspar.  Com-
pounds of tin and antimony generated Milk Glass, in contrast
to nickel-infused Ebony and Smoke.  Since nickel could pro-
duce violet glass, both Ebony and Smoke have a violet or

“black amethyst” shading at times in the right light.
There will be lots of Cambridge and other Elegant and

Depression glass on display and for sale at the 41st annual

Rocky Mountain Depression Glass Society Show and Sale

Saturday April 25th (10-5) and Sunday April 26, at the

Douglas County Events Center, 500 Fairgrounds Road

(Exit 181 – I-25, east on Plum Creek Parkway), Castle

Rock, Colorado.  There is information on the RMDGS

website about the club and show (www.RMDGS.com &

SHOW). Our friends from the Early American Pattern Glass
Society will present table displays of their “Favorite Things.”

Thirty-three dealers from coast to coast come to our show,
bringing a wide variety of EAPG, flint, Victorian, Elegant,
Depression Era, Art Glass, and mid-century Modern, as well
as pottery and china including Fiesta, Russel Wright Ameri-
can Modern, Metlox, Red Wing, and others.  All dealers are
experts in their fields, able to answer questions.  The RMDGS
provides access to the extensive club library and to members’
knowledge.  Please feel free to submit questions about this ar-
ticle or about the show or anything about American glass to
our website above, or call the show chair Tom Cotter at 303-
794-5988.

Depression Glass

Array of Color Show and Sale April 25 & 26
Continued from page 13

Rare Experimental Orange Stem

#3121 Goblet

UV light on Topaz, Pistachio, Light Emerald, Ivory

Leslie Hindman Auctioneers is pleased to announce a single-owner auction of

property belonging to Ms. Oprah Winfrey. The auction will be conducted on

April 25 in Leslie Hindman Auctioneers’ Chicago saleroom.
The auction is comprised of over 500 lots and includes English, French and Con-

tinental furniture and decorative arts, paintings, prints, drawings, porcelain, crystal,
silver, memorabilia, clothing and accessories.

The majority of the collection is property from Ms. Winfrey’s Water Tower apart-
ment. Proceeds from the auction will benefit The Oprah Winfrey leadership Acade-
my Foundation, supporting the continued education of students from the Oprah Win-
frey leadership Academy for Girls, South Africa, as they continue their education at
universities in South Africa and a range of prestigious American institutions such as
Stanford University, Spelman College, Smith College, Brown University and others. 

“Oprah’s acumen as a media icon and businesswoman has been an inspiration
for millions. Perhaps even more inspiring is her dedication to altruistic endeavors,
built on the foundation of sharing her success to better the lives of others,” said leslie
Hindman, founder of leslie Hindman Auctioneers.

“On a more personal level, I have long revered Ms. Winfrey as a collector. I once
met with Ms. Winfrey in 2003, and we discussed my perspectives and advice regard-
ing collecting. It was immediately evident that she had extensive market knowledge and had made it a priority to
form relationships with dealers, collectors and industry contacts to make informed decisions regarding acquisi-
tions.”

leslie Hindman Auctioneers is pleased to offer some of these unique items from Ms. Winfrey’s time spent in
Chicago during the Property from the Oprah Winfrey Collections auction to take place Saturday, April 25.

The public preview will be open April 16 through 25. Bid Square will be handling the online bidding. 
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By Anne Gilbert

Antique hand-held lanterns are collectible pieces of
history. Collectors have found them to be decorative as
well as sometimes still functional. What makes them so
interesting to collectors are the variety of shapes, materi-
als, designs and uses. While examples dating to the 18th
and early 19th centuries can be costly, there are many later
examples that sell for a few hundred dollars. less, if they
are garage sale discoveries.

Hard to imagine that they were once among the only
sources for lighting. They had a variety of purposes that
allowed them to be hung, carried, placed on a table or ap-
plied to a wall. Most had one panel that could be opened
to change the candle or add oil. While glass was used for
the most part for their windows, so were mica and thinly
scraped horn. When horn was used they were known as
“lanthornes.”

ClUES: For the most part collectible lanterns were
made of tin, sheet brass, iron and copper. It is the pierced,

conical shaped lantern known as the “Paul Revere” lantern
that has become the most familiar and popular. It is the
style most often reproduced, then aged with acid or in the
ground One of the3 rarest and most interesting is the cone-
shaped tin lantern with pierced Masonic symbol designs.

The more unusual the lantern the more valuable it is.
A good example would be the Moravian star lantern, 19th
century. It is still being reproduced.

Railroad lanterns are probably the most reasonably
priced and available. Some have the name of the railroad
on the glass. They may have double or single tube whale
oil burners.

Fire engine lanterns can be quite elegant. Some with
colored and engraved glass panels and chased silver trim.

Other categories include carriage lanterns from Vic-
torian times and ships lanterns. Early car lanterns are also
possibilities.

The bad news is that many reproductions have flooded
the market. Don’t pay a lot of money for a rusted, pierced
lantern without getting a certificate of authentication.

PHOTO (to the right): Early
British car lantern marked
“King of the Road.
PHOTO CREDIT: Garth-
Denhams-Sussex Auctions,
UK
PHOTO (Below): Paul Re-
vere-style, pierced tin

lantern, 18th or early 19th
century.
PHOTO CREDIT: deco
love@pacbell.net

By Anne Gilbert

Q. I purchased
this small lamp at an
Indiana estate sale,
back in the 1980s.

It was sold as a
“Boudoir lamp.” The
colorful rose and but-
terfly motif on the
shade are dimension-
al or puffed out. I had
never seen anything
like it. It is signed un-
derneath on the inside
edge in gold, “The
Pairpoint Corp’n
Patented July 9th
1901.” The metal base
is also signed. I paid
$300 at the time.

A.C. l. - Gary,
IN

A. From your photo and the information you sent, I’d
say you literally struck gold ! You have what is known as

a Puffy boudoir lamp, made from the early 20th century
t0 1929. The Pairpoint Company produced lamps with re-
verse painted glass shades in New Bedford, MA. At the
time they were considered a luxury item and sold for as
much as $125. Half of their shades featured blown out
shades called “puffy.” They were out of fashion by the
1930s. However, collectors revived interest and prices
began zooming in the 1970s. Reproductions are being
made in China these days. At auction prices for the origi-
nals are in the thousands for the most interesting exam-
ples. Yours could fetch $3,000 or more at auction.

Q. I found what I think is a desk blotter while clean-
ing out my late uncle’s desk drawers. What is unusual is
the carved wood figure of a bear mounted on top. It is in
perfect condition and has glass eyes. The entire object is-
five inches high and five inches long. Does it have any
value and how would you describe it?

B. C. - Trenton, NJ
A. You have what is known as a “black forest” carv-

ing, mounted as a desk blotter. It dates back to the late
19th to early 20th century. Historically , “black forest”
carvings were first created in the Swiss Alps as clocks.
The maker, Franz Anton was a clock-maker from a small
town in Germany’s “black forest.” Most familiar pieces
are the cuckoo clocks. They were almost mass produced
in the early 20th century. However there is no end to the
objects using this type of carving. Your desk blotter could
sell in a shop for as much as $500.

Q. I was told this was an authentic reverse painting
on glass by the seller at the flea market. It shows a woman

in a Victorian costume and is in perfect condition. Did I
buy a valuable antique for $30?

C.D. - Kansas City, KS
A. Sorry, your reverse painting on glass is neither an

antique nor valuable. It was actually made in the 1920s or
30s by the Reliance Co.

Reverse paintings on glass were originally known as
Verre Eglomise, developed in 18th century France by Jean
Baptiste Glomy, an artist-antiques dealer.

Popular black painted silhouettes of statesmen, royal-
ty and famouse personages were recreated in Eglomise.
In the early 19th century German immigrants to America
did reverse paintings of beautiful women and scenes with
clocks. By the late 19th century they were commercially
made. They were also made of women in China as popu-
lar souvenirs.

Your vintage painting sells for around $40 in shops
and shows.

Antique Detective

Collecting the Many Types of Old hand-held lanterns

Antique detective Q & A: lamps to reverse paintings

Littleton

Advertise in the Mountain States Collector. 
reach the thousands of antique 

collectors and afficionados who enjoy this 
43+ year old newspaper devoted to 

the collector and antique buff. 

Call Spree publishing 303-674-1253  
or Jon deStefano at 720-276-2777 

for more information.

The Mountain States Collector is The Rocky

Mountain region’s newspaper and website

devoted to the enjoyment of  antiques and

collectibles as objects of art, investment,

decor,  culture and historical interest. 

We are dedicated to the promotion and 

success of the antique trade.



By Anne Gilbert

I know its hard to believe that Spring is here. So
where are the crocuses? If you’re still sort of house bound
this is the time to dig out some stuff with a money mak-
ing potential. Sure selling on the internet is great but you
don’t have to spend shipping and Pay Pal fees for a garage
sale. Often a few signs or a small newspaper ad will bring
in buyers. You’d be surprised what a new generation of
collectors may be looking for, as well as older collectors.
Collecting is an “in the blood” thing that knows no age.

ClUES: First, ask yourself if you would buy “that
chair” with the worn-out cushion or the that mass pro-
duced lamp table that needs refinishing. Then, take a sec-
ond look and realize that a young buyer with imagination
and not much cash would see their potential. A small price
tag could take them out of your garage.

Those old table cloths, aprons and handkerchiefs are
finding a second life. Be sure they are clean, pressed and
any small rips mended.

Pottery figurines from the 40s, 50s, are once again
popular with collectors so check on current prices.

If you have a lot of different small items, such as

drinking glasses and bowls, do like the dealers do and
sell them as a “lot” for a few dollars. Young collectors
don’t care as much about everything matching as their
parents did.

You might not think broken necklace beads have any
value. Wrong! Take the time to sort through those beads.
What are they made of and are they an unusual design ?
Interesting examples are often Chinese ivory or Japanese
glass from the 1920s. Sort them accordingly into separate
boxes and put a “by the lot” price on them of five to ten
dollars. Do the same for old buttons.

Knowing who come to your garage sale can help you

wheel and deal. First to arrive are the “pickers” who buy
cheap and sell to dealers. Other shoppers are young cou-
ples looking for cheap utility items like old iron pans,
toasters and children’s clothes and toys.

Research before you sell. Those china figurines you
paid a few dollars for ages ago may be the new trendy
item. Invest a few dollars in one of the price guides and
you may be surprised at the current value. Another good
example would be old pottery lamps. If they are in a styl-
ized period design like 50’s modern, you may be talking
big money.

Take the time to get items in good shape.
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Advice

Keenesburg — 

Antique Capitol of weld County
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By Anne Gilbert

Q. I remember my grandmother keeping jewelry in
this box when I was a child. It has a raised leaf design sur-
round a circular portrait of a woman. On the bottom is a an
oval shaped design with a B & W in the center. It is some
kind of metal, possibly brass or copper. What can you tell
me about it?

K.C. -Shawnee, KS
A. From your photo you appear to have a Victorian,

cast metal glove box with a celluloid cameo. They were
popular from the 1890s to around 1910. Similar examples
can sell in shops for several hundred dollars.

Q. My mother-in law gave me a Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs rug she got in the 1930s. It was made in
Italy. Any idea of value ?
H.P.-

A. Prices vary, but it could sell for over $200.
Q. What can you tell me about the Czechoslovakian

tea set with Spanish marks? On the bottom it says "Fabri-
cada en Alp Choslovagia."

M.
A. Czechoslovakian tea sets and other pieces made of

porcelain and semi-porcelain were exported to many coun-
tries, including Spain, which explains the markings on
your tea set.

Q. I bought this colorful Oriental plate in a Florida
thrift shop. It is 18 inches in diameter and has no marks. I
paid $25. How old is it ? Where was it made ? Did I pay
too much ?

H.C. - Pompano Beach, FL
A. You have a collector’s eye and have discovered a

mid-19th century Japanese Imari charger. Made in the
Japanese town of Arita beginning in the 17th Century, it
was named for the port of Imari-the place from where it
was shipped. The designs of textiles, chrysanthemums and
landscapes were enclosed in panels. It became so popular
that by the 18th century the Chinese copied it. So did Eng-

lish potters such as Derby, Bow, Worcester and Chelsea.
Yours could fetch $900 or more at auction.

Q. I found this painted spice bin in an antiques shop
years ago. The dealer told me it was called "tole" I have
since used it as a decorative object in my kitchen. Now I
would like to know about its history and value.

M.B.T. - Las Vegas, NV
A. Your 19th century spice bin is known as "tole" —

basically it is painted tin-ware. Regardless of how it was
finished it can be called "painted tin," "tole" or
"Japanned." In Colonial America, painted tin was import-
ed from England. By 1750, American peddlers were trav-
eling from town to town selling it. From 1790 to 1870 it
was advertised as "Japanned-ware." In good condition
yours could sell for more than $800 at auction.

Antique Detective

Antique Detective Q & A

Keenesburg

http://www.a-step-back.com

AA Step Back Step Back 
In TIn Timeime

Loveland

Open 10-5 all winter.

Come See Us in 2010.A Step Back A Step Back 

in Timein Time
Antiques and 

Collectibles

30 So. Main Street

Keenesburg, CO

303-732-9257

Offering a wide range of

antiques from the mid

1800s to the 1950s

Open Monday-Saturday

10:00 to 5:00

Historic Longmont�!)*%(!���%$�#%$*

Mon.-Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5

Knute’s 
Antique & Furniture Restoration

• Quality Refinishing / Restoration
• Repairs / Spindle turning
• Veneer replacement 

We sell the restoration products that we use:
Lightning Strip Paint & Varnish Remover, General
Finishes water-based stain, sanding sealer and top-
coat, Antique Restorer’s Furniture Cleaner and
Lemon Oil Beeswax

13518 County Road #1, Longmont, CO 80504
Directions from I-25: exit #243 (Hwy 66) 

west 4 miles to County Rd #1, South 1/2 mile
Between 17th Ave & Hwy 66 on Rd #1

303-772-9693 
(Open by appointment)

cagreenman@msn.com             www.knutes.com
 

 

 

In Longmont,
Antiques are our specialty!

Just 30 minutes 
north of Denver
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Time to Get Ready for Garage Sales

I found a hand in your mother’s cookie jar.

Antique ceramic milk dispenser could become a Lamp.

PHOTO CREDIT  Garage sale find



We had several correct guesses for
our March What Is It. Jack Chang,
M.D. of Englewood, Colorado; Patty
Echelmeyer of Denver, Colorado; Dot-
tie Unruh of lakewood, Colorado;
Ronald Moreschini, D.D.S. of Pueblo,
Colorado and Fred Clark of Colorado
Springs, Colorado all correctly identi-
fied the object as a Japanese netsuke. 

Here is the story of this netsuke.
It is carved by a turn-of-the-century
master, Gyoluzan. It is a small boy
who dons a lion’s head mask for a
New Year’s celebration. This ornate
netsuke is in excellent condition.
Since Western dress was already

widespread in Japan by 1900, the
piece was probably designed for,
and worn primarily in, the ceremo-
nial occasion that it celebrates.
The fine details of lacquer and
mother-of-pearl inlay contribute to
its value.

Netsukes are very small, usual-
ly about 1 1/2 inch tall at most. They
usually hung from a double cord run-
ning under the wide kimono sash, or
obi, and the cord was secured to the
top of the sash by a toggle—the net-
suke. Since kimonos don’t have
pockets, the netsuke held together a
small pouch or inro to carry items in.

They were always very smooth so
as not to snag the fabric of the ki-
mono.
Congratulations to our win-

ners. They will receive a year’s
subscription to the Mountain

States Collector.
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Contest

March’s What is it?

April’s What is it?

Send your answers to the What Is It contest, postmarked by April 20, to the Moun-

tain States Collector, P.O. Box 1003,  Bailey, CO 80421. 
Three winners will be drawn. Winners receive a year’s subscription to the Mountain

States Collector.
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Northglenn Loveland

Open 7 days a week 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

3816 W. Eisenhower Blvd.
Loveland / 970-669-7440

WWW.Rockymountain
antiques.net
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Contest / Clubs

Send your answers to the What Is It contest, postmarked by April 20, to the Mountain
States Collector, P.O. Box 1003, Bailey, CO 80421.

Three winners will be drawn from correct entries received. Winners will receive a
year’s subscription to the Mountain States Collector.

March’s What Is It?

April’s What Is It?

Greeley

We had two correct guesses for
March’s What Is It. Both Paul Looper of
Wheat Ridge, Colorado and Monica
Tobin of Aurora, Colorado guessed that
the object is some sort of cask. to hold
water, wine, beer or whiskey 

The What Is It was provided by Julie
Wentz of Aurora, Colorado. She tells us
the object is called a “Swiglet” and was
used for carryng water out to field work-
ers.

Thanks, Julie, for sending this pic-
ture. We will be giving you and our two
contest winners a year’s subscription to
the Mountain States Collector. Thank
you all for participating in our What Is It
Contest.

This year, as part of their 20th Anniversary
Celebration, the International Perfume Bottle
Association (IPBA) will open the doors of its
annual convention to the public for a special,
FREE Presentation, "Collecting Perfume Bottles,
101".  Although educational seminars and presen-
tations are generally for members only, this year
on Saturday, May 3rd at the Sheraton Hotel City
Center in St. Louis, MO, IPBA will reach out to
engage and educate non-members too.

"Experience has shown us that new per-
fume bottle collectors or those with an emerg-
ing interest are anxious for good information
but are sometimes a little shy about asking
questions.  The things they really want to know
are exactly what will be covered in ‘Collecting
Perfume Bottles, 101’", said IPBA Vice Presi-
dent, Joyce Geeser.

When questioned as to why they are taking
this big step Geeser said, "Attracting new collec-
tors is a subject that everyone in the antiques and
collectibles community has a keen interest in right
now.  New collectors are hard to acquire and col-
lecting clubs are having a problem replacing
through normal means, those who have left the
collecting arena for whatever reason.  Our organi-

zation decided a few years ago that we had to
become proactive and place our organization and
our hobby in front of as many people as possible.
‘Collecting Perfume Bottles, 101’ is the first step
in our plans for doing this.  Our intention is to offer
this program at succeeding conventions and also
have it available as a PowerPoint presentation for
any of our members to present in their local com-
munities."

"Collecting Perfume Bottles, 101" will
cover:  How to get started collecting; What to look
for; Where to hunt for perfume bottles; and How
to learn more about this fascinating hobby!  Par-
ticipants will experience a visual treat of many
beautiful, unique and affordable perfume bottles;
and they’ll see a few quirky and humorous bottles
too.  Also planned are Door Prizes, Refreshments
and a Free Starter Packet for all attendees.  To reg-
ister for this FREE program please call,   Lois:
314-628-9887.

The public is also invited to attend a Perfume
Bottle Auction, by Monsen & Baer, Inc. on Friday,
May 2nd  beginning at 5 p.m. with free entry, and
a Perfume Bottle Show & Sale, Saturday, May 3rd
from 2:30 – 6 p.m., and Sunday, May 4th  from 10
a.m. – 12 noon There is a $5.00 admission fee for
the Show & Sale.

Some of the world’s top perfume bottle deal-
ers and experts attend the IPBA annual Conven-
tion and set up showcases of their inventory in the
Exhibit Hall for the Perfume Bottle Show & Sale.
It’s well known among collectors that many of
these sellers set aside their very best and rarest per-
fume bottles and related accessories specifically
for the IPBA Convention.

Education and camaraderie are two key ele-
ments of the annual convention, bringing mem-
bers back year after year.  Besides the great edu-
cational programming, one of the things members
look forward to most of all is renewing old friend-
ships and meeting new collectors.

The International Perfume Bottle Associa-
tion is a not-for-profit organization and the largest
worldwide association of individuals collecting
and dealing in perfume bottles.  For membership
or more information about the Convention, please
visit www.perfumebottles.org, or call Susan: 732-
492-2003. 

Perfume Bottle Collectors
Offer Free Program

Subscribe to the Collector
1 year (12 issues) $18.00
2 years (24 issues) $32.00
3 years (36 issues) $45.00

Name:
Address:
City:
State: Zip:

Return to: Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Box 1003, Bailey, CO  80421-1003

Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.
Outside North America $70.00 per year. 

No refunds.
Make check payable to Spree Publishing.

Valverde bazaar returns 
for its 3rd Annual Spring 
Outdoor Market May 16

A One-day Pop-Up Market of Vintage, Antique &

Handcrafted Finds from 85+ Local Businesses

Denver, Colorado (April 2, 2015) — Voted Denver’s Denver's Best
New Flea Market in 2014 by Westword, this curated market showcas-
es emerging artisans and independent businesses selling vintage, an-
tique and hip, handmade products. Over 85 of Colorado’s most cre-
ative sellers and food trucks are setting up shop in the architectural

antiques yard of Eron Johnson Antiques for one-day only.

With a record number of applicants this year, sellers were selected to
appeal to a wide audience including popular, returning vendors like

The Real Dill and The Humble Pie Store, as well as those new to the
Bazaar including Spinster Sisters and Buxiejo Bags.

Saturday, May 16, 2015

9-4 pm
Free Admission

85+ Sellers 
Food Trucks 

lot and Street Parking

Valverde Bazaar @ Eron Johnson Antiques
389 South lipan Street, Denver, Colorado 80223

located 1 block west of I-25 and 
1 block south of West Alameda Avenue
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By Barry Krause 

That six figure sales price is in British pounds, and
therefore even higher in American currency! 

According to a quick Internet search by my librarian,
the last two genuine Victoria Crosses sold were one on
November 14, 2006 that was sold privately at an unknown
amount, and another sold by the prominent British
antiques firm of Spink on November 23, 2006 for 105,000
British pounds, roughly equivalent to $200,000 in U.S.
dollars. 

What makes this "military medal" so valuable? To
answer that question, we must look at the story behind the
creation and evolution of the Victoria Cross award in
British history. 

In the last year of the Crimean War of 1853-1856,
Queen decided to start giving a special medallic award to
British military and naval personnel who showed unusual
bravery in that war. The medal became known as the Vic-
toria Cross and is the most desired award for bravery
offered by the British government, only presented in
exceptional cases of merit. 

The Victoria Cross is bronze and was first made from
cannon captured from the Russians at Sevastopol in 1855.
The Russian naval base at Sevastopol on the Black Sea
resisted the assaults of British, French and Turks for
eleven months, with heroic casualties on both sides. 

Many acts of bravery took place during the Sev-
astopol seige, and the horrible conditions of the military
hospitals caused Florence Nightingale to revolutionize the
treatment of wounded veterans and become the founder of
modern nursing. 

In the beginning, the Victoria Cross was only given to

British military and naval personnel, but was extended to
soldiers in India in 1911, to air force men during World
War I, and to nursing workers in 1920. 

It is possible for a civilian to receive the medal, but it
has only been given once for an action that wasn't done in
enemy presence. 

In the August 1998 issue of "The Idle Toad" published
in Preston, England, Tom Sharratt described how Private
James Miller won the Victoria Cross for his bravery in
World War I. In the summer of 1916, Miller's British bat-
talion lost communication contact at a desperate moment
in a battle at Bazentin-Ie-Petit in France. 

Miller was ordered to carry a message under heavy
enemy artillery and rifle fire after his captain told him, "If
you but get this message
through you'll save some
lives today." 

Miller was forced to
cross out in the open and
was shot almost immedi-
ately in the back when he
climbed out of his trench,
with the bullet coming out
through his abdomen. 

"In spite of this, with
heroic courage and self-
sacrifice, he compressed
the gaping wound in his
abdomen, delivered his
message, staggered back
with his answer, and fell
dead at the feet of the offi-
cer to whom he delivered

it," said an account in the "London Gazette." 
According to Colour Sergeant Ellis who served in the

same regiment as Miller, the receiving officer of Miller's
first message told Miller to let another soldier take the
reply back, but Miller refused, even though he was badly
wounded, and replied, "Why waste a life? ... I've brought
this message right through hell – I'll take the answer back." 

Supposedly, he stumbled across the battleground in
agonizing pain, sometimes falling down to his knees and
crawling along. When he returned to his home trench, he
managed to find his captain and told him, "Relief, sir – all
is well," and dropped dead on the spot. He was 26. 

A Victoria Cross Brings a Six Figure Price 
Military Collectibles

Lakewood

North Denver/Tennyson Street

“We
Sell 

Memories”

The Victoria Cross is a British decoration awarded for
conspicuous bravery and begun by Queen Victoria in
1856. Photo courtesy of the British Royal Mint.

In honor of the 150th anniversary of the Victoria Cross institution, the British Post Office issued a series of postage
stamps calling attention to notable recipients of the Victoria Cross over the years. Author's photo of stamps received on
his mail from a friend in England in 2006. 

Continued on page 14

To advertise in the Moun-
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