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Colorado Antique Gallery
MaySale
2 & thru
3
Anniversary
March
DENVER POSTCARD & PAPER SHOW
5501 So. Broadway, Littleton
Jefferson County Fairgrounds

Heirlooms Antique Mall
Heirlooms
Antique
1947 S. Havana,
Aurora,Mall
CO
1947 S.
Havana, Aurora, CO
303-337-6880

303-337-6880

Stop by on your way up or back from the slopes!

Ski Country Antiques & Home Decor
I-70 Floyd Hill, exit West on Frontage Road
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8964 E. Hampden Ave., Denver, Colorado

Total
Makeover
Inside & Out

Eron Johnson Antiques
)&% & %*&% %+!(, *
www.eronjohnsonantiques.com

... )&%"& %*&% %+!(, * &$

389 So. Lipan St. Denver, 303-777-8700
& !' % +
%- )

coloradoantiquegallery.com
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23RD

ANNIVERSARY

SALE
February 27 thru March 31

UP TO 50% OFF!
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FOUIVTJBTUTJOUIF3PDLZ.PVOUBJO3FHJPOGPSZFBST
UIBOLZPVGPSZPVSQBUSPOBHF
t%VSJOHPVSSE"OOJWFSTBSZ4BMFPVSGSJFOEMZBOE
LOPXMFEHFBCMFTUBGGDBOBTTJTUZPVXJUIZPVS
TIPQQJOHFYQFSJFODF

What’s Happening
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TIPXSPPNUIFSFJTTPNFUIJOHGPSFWFSZUBTUF
BOECVEHFU
t'SPNQSJNJUJWFTUPUIDFOUVSZUPSFUSPBOETIBCCZDIJD 
FOKPZCSPXTJOHPVSi.JMFTPG"JTMFTwPGGBCVMPVTmOET
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t1SPVEUPCF%FOWFSTbestBOUJRVJOHFYQFSJFODF

4BUVSEBZ .BSDItQNo QN
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(TGG$WTTKVž
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Monday–Saturday: 10am–6pm
Sunday: Noon–6pm
303-794-8100

Don’t know what to give?
Give a Colorado Antique Gallery Gift Card for
birthdays, weddings or any special occasion.

Layaways and all major
credit cards accepted.

LIKE US
FOLLOW US
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coloradoantiquegallery.com
www.mountainstatescollector.com

South Broadway
50 W . arizona avenue
denver, colorado 80223

303-744-6505

These items sold at record
prices in our recent auctions

Sold for $2600

Sold for $6100

Sold for $8400

Sold for $4800

Sold for $46,000

Sold for $5100

Sold for $6100

Sold for $5500

Sold for $5000

Sold for $22,000

Sold for $24,000

Sold for $22,000

antiques and Estates Wanted
for Upcoming auctions
Sold for $35,000
www.mountainstatescollector.com

Sold for $14,000

We are looking for Fine Antiques, Estates, Artwork, Rare Collections, Jewelry, Sterling Silver,
Stained Glass, Clocks, and Collectibles for 2015 Auctions. If you are considering selling, give us a
call. We will purchase outright or take consignments for Special Auctions. If you have individual
pieces or an entire estate, please call Tom or email photos to Bruhnsauction @aol.com.
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8964 E. Hampden Ave., Denver

(303) 721-7992
Tired of Boring?
Explore over
130 Shoppes
Under One Roof!

Total makeover
inside and out!
Hampton Street
Antique Market
has never looked
so good!

Like us on Facebook

Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 10.00 - 6.00, Friday Saturday: 10.00 - 7.00, Sunday: 12.00 - 5.00
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www.mountainstatescollector.com

Show Calendar

March Events
MAR. 11: RAILROAD & WESTERN EXPANSION COLLECTIBLES Discussion led
by Heather Eckels at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.
More information, or if you would be interested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.
MAR. 20 & 21: 38TH ANNUAL TABLE MOUNTAIN TREASURES DOLL CLUB 2015
DOLL SHOW & SALE, Jefferson County Fairgrounds, 15200 W. 6th Ave., Golden, Colorado. More info, call Mary Ann at 303-985-2770

MAR. 25: CAMEOS Discussion led by Chris Ives at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301
West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO. More information, or if you would be interested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

Upcoming Shows & Events
APR. 8: SHIRLEY TEMPLE Discussion led by Dorothy Bruner at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass
Continued on page 7

Shows & Sales

www.mountainstatescollector.com
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Evergreen

!
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Mall Feature

colorado antique Gallery Turns 23
Continued from page 1
Not only does the Gallery have a vast selection of items
for the ladies, they have an abundant amount of “Mantiques,” for those guys who never thought they would set
foot in an antique gallery. Steel traps for the cabin wall,
bamboo fly rods to catch dinner when you are at the cabin,
die cast muscle cars to remind you that you still don’t have
that 1969 Camaro you’ve been wanting since, well…1969,
are all examples of great “Mantiques” you will find on sale
at the Gallery this month. The Colorado Antique Gallery has
every type of antique that an enthusiast would want; from
Primitive Early Americana to Mid-Century Modern, Victorian to Asian, and everything in between. The selection of
estate jewelry, native jewelry, and costume jewelry is vast,
and is also on sale this month. Postcards, furniture, posters,
paintings, (and every other possible thing you could think
of) are on sale in their giant 52,000 square foot showroom

during the entire month of March.
The Gallery is easy to get to no matter what direction
you are coming from. Located for the past 23 years at 5501
S. Broadway in Littleton, Colorado, it’s in the shadow of
downtown Denver, right across the street from Stevinson
Imports, between Belleview and Littleton Blvd on Broadway. If you need directions give them a jingle at (303) 7948100, and their friendly sales staff will be glad to help you.
Speaking of friendly sales staffs, the Colorado Antique
Gallery’s is second to none. You’ll always receive service
with a smile, and the professional staff can also help you
find that specific item you have been looking for. They have
decades of antiques savvy and knowledge of the dealer
booths. Locally owned and operated, the Colorado Antique
Gallery is open 7 days a week, with plenty of free, off-street
parking. Visit soon and help them celebrate their 23rd Anniversary Sale during the month of March. The Colorado

Antique Gallery thanks all of their loyal customers who have
made them successful for the past 23 years.

Show Cal endar

Upcoming Shows & Events
Continued from page 5
Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO. More info,
or if you would be interested in doing a presentation in your
area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.
APR. 10-12: WORLD WIDE ANTIQUE & VINTAGE
SHOW, at the Denver Mart in the EXPO Building, 451 East
58th Ave., Suite 4270, Denver, Colorado, 10-6 on Fri., 10 -6
on Sat.and 11-4 on Sunday.
APR. 10-12: COLORADO STATE BUTTON SOCIETY
ANNUAL SPRING SHOW at the Double Tree by Hilton,
3203 Quesbec St., Denver. Sat. 11-6, Sun. 11-4, More info,
contact Jennifer Hulac at hulaccourtreport@qwestoffice.net.
APR. 22: JAPANESE TIN TOYS Discussion led by Joe
Nagu at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70,
Wheat Ridge, CO. More information, or if you would be interested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call
Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.
APR. 25 & 26: 41ST ANNUAL ARRAY OF COLOR
SHOW AND SALE, Douglas County Event Center,

Castle Rock, Vintage American Glass, Pottery and
China from the 1800’s to the late 1970’s, $5 admission,
More info, go to www.rmdgs.com.

p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge,
CO. More info, or if interested in doing a presentation in your
area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

MAY 6: MARBLES Discussion led by Dixie Kilborn at 2:00
p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge,
CO. More information, or if you would be interested in doing
a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

JUNE 3: WEDDING TOPPERS Discussion led by Cheryl
Miller & Suzanne Wingfield at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO. More info, or
if you would be interested in doing a presentation in your area
of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

MAY 16: VALVERDE BAZAAR OUTDOOR MARKET
Saturday 9-4 Voted Best New Flea Market by Westword in
2014, this open air 1 day pop-up market will bring together
over 70 emerging artisans and small independent businesses
selling a diverse selection of vintage, antique and handmade
objects. Free admission. Live music and food trucks. Sellers
can apply for booths online: http://eronjohnsonantiques.
com/pages/valverde-bazaar-vendor-application] More info,
call Eron Johnson Antiques, 389 South Lipan Street, Denver,
Colorado 80223 at 303-777-8700.

JUNE 17: COLORADO PROSPECTING Discussion led
by Glenn Godat at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301
West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO. More information, or if you
would be interested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

MAY 20: INKWELLS Discussion led by Cheryl Miller at 2:00

Conifer

JUNE 19 & 20: OLD GLORY ANTIQUES FAIR at
Clements Park in Littleton. Over 70 antiques dealers and artisans from Colorado and surrounding states, live music, best
from local culinary community. More info: oldglory
antiqueshome.com
JULY 24-26: WORLD WIDE ANTIQUE & VINTAGE
SHOW, at the Denver Mart in the EXPO Building, 451 East
58th Ave., Suite 4270, Denver, Colorado, 10-6 on Fri., 10 -6
on Sat.and 11-4 on Sunday.

Auctions
4#-+#/
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BRUHNS ANTIQUES AUCTIONS, 50 W. Arizona
Ave., Denver. Also watch on liveauctioneers.com. For
more information, call 303-744-6505.
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Limited Dealer Space
Available
Hours 10-5:00 Tuesday - Saturday
(closed major holidays)
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April 11&12, 2015
DoubleTree by Hilton
3203 Quebec Street
Denver, CO 80207
Showroom hours:
Sat 11AM-6PM • Sun 11AM - 4PM
FREE ADMISSION
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Colorado State Button
Society Annual Spring
Show and Sale
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Contact:
Jennifer Hulac,
hulaccourtreport
@qwestoffice.net or
call 303-331-0131
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So. Broadway Restaurant s

historic antique row's restaurants
ing is arranged in several rooms and levels and all centered around the Baby Grand Piano. Two patios offer
charming areas of conversation or read a good book by
one of their Koi ponds.
Their decor features chandeliers, mirrors, framed art,
and objet d'art all available for purchase. Retail selections
offer home accents, lighting and unique finds.
www.blackcrownlounge.com.
M - Th 4 PM to Midnight, Fri. 4 PM -2 AM,
Sat. 11 AM - 2 AM, Sun. 11 AM - Midnight

Continued from page 1

Capital Tea LLC
1450 S. Broadway
303-777-2255

#& !$

Capital Tea is more than just a serene place to experience superior whole-leaf tea. They have wonderful handmade sandwiches and treats. In addition to more than 74
kinds of tea, they have a full food menu with salads, sandwiches, quiches and desserts. Dine in or carry out.
They also carry outstanding tea ware, in keeping with
historic Antique Row tradition, including teapots, infusers,
strainers and canisters.
& % "! $
#
$
#& !$ & % "! $
$
www.captea.com
Tue - Sat 9:30 AM - 5:30 PM, Sun noon - 5:00 PM
Black Crown — A Piano Lounge
1446 S. Broadway
720-353-4701
Black Crown is a
very special piano
lounge. It brings together fine cocktails
and wine and a small
plate menu to satisfy
your cravings, great music and shopping. Nestled in the
heart of Antique Row they offer the comfort of a country
club atmosphere with lots of eclectic charm. Intimate seat-

"

"

Blue Bonnet Restaurant
1457 S. Broadway
303-778-0147
The Blue Bonnet is a family owned and operated authentic Mexican restaurant
on historic South Broadway in Denver. The restaurant was established in the
1930s and upon purchase
by the Mobells in the
1960s, transformed into
the fresh, award-winning
eatery run by the owner’s
son and daughter to this
day.
Their diverse menu includes signature tacos with
house made salsas, unique
tamales, famous chile rellenos and enchiladas, seasonal favorites such as
posole, gazpacho, ceviche
and pumpkin flan in addi-

tion to nearly 50 more items.
The margaritas are Latin-inspired from all reaches of
the culture to include Cucumber-Jalapeno, StrawberryBasil, Raspberry-Habanero and the multiple-award winning house margarita, the perfect margarita amongst nearContinued on page 9
ly two dozen more.

So. Broadway, Denver

"

"

Alluring

Inspired

Historic

Antique Row
Broadway
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"
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Dolls and toys are our passion at Turn of the Century Antiques

"

"

"

"

The Mountain States Collector, a tabloid Publisher
Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Editor
Jon Patrick DeStefano
P.O. Box 1003
newspaper dedicated to promoting the enjoyment
Webmaster
Sam DeStefano
Bailey, CO 80421
mrphone@ecentral.com
of antiquing and collecting in the Rocky Mountain
spreepub@mac.com
region, is distributed the first weekend of every
Production
Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Executive Director Jon DeStefano
Peg DeStefano
month through shops, auctions, flea markets and
Jon Patrick DeStefano
Managing Editor
Margaret (Peg) DeStefano,
antique shows, and is mailed to subscribers.
Sam DeStefano
NSCDA/Ohio, DAR,
(Opinions of the writers contained herein are
Printing
Signature Offset
FFHC (hcgs), Ohio-USD1812
not necessarily the opinions of the publishers.)
Advertising information: call Jon DeStefano at 720-276-2777 or email him at jondestef@gmail.com
or for any other information, call Spree Enterprises, 303-674-1253 or email us at customerservice@mountainstatescollector.com.
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So. Broadway Restaurants

historic antique row's restaurants
Continued from page 8
Every item on the menu is made from scratch. Blue
Bonnet uses fresh ingredients and local products whenever possible.
Whether it is a quick lunch, a night out, a meal after
a game or a party for 300, Blue Bonnet is one of Denver’s
historic gems. Don’t miss out on the spacious newly expanded patio and addition to the banquet room.
www.bluebonnetrestaurant.com
M -Th 11 AM - 10 PM, F - Sat. 11 AM - 11 PM,
Sun. 11 AM - 9 PM

Adelitas Cochina Y Cantina
1294 S. Broadway
303-778-1294
Adelitas Cocina y Cantina brings traditional Mexican
fare, and tequila cocktails to your Platte Park neighborhood on Historic Denver's Antique Row. They are a dual

Tue.-Sat., 11-5:30
Sunday 12-5

family owned, and operated company. They have made a
collaborative effort to bring you a relaxing, comfortable,
safe, and enjoyable atmosphere, along with traditional
Mexican food from the state of Michocan, Mexico.
They offer Brunch (Saturday & Sunday), Lunch, and
Dinner 7 days a week, and a late night menu to satisfy
your late night cravings. They intend to operate as a family orientated restaurant, but do not worry, after 9pm they
dim the lights, and provide you with a warm, relaxing environment.
They chose the Adelitas name to pay tribute to their
mothers who inspire them to share their traditional family
recipes, refreshing cocktails, and a relaxing and safe environment.
www.adelitasdenver.com
M -Th 11 AM - 11 PM, Fri. 11 AM - Midnight,
Sat. 10 AM - midnight, Sun. 10 AM - 11 PM

dive bar, a big screen sports bar and a lively game bar all
in one. The Dive Inn Galley in-house taqueria serves up
traditional Mexican favorites made from authentic recipes.
Snack on some chicharrones or bring on the heat with their
real green chili - from taco to tortas. The Galley has got
your hunger covered.
The bar's nautical theme was inspired by the owner's
numerous trips as a teenager to Cozumel, where he opened
a dive shop after high school. At the Dive Inn, photos from
deep-sea fishing trips share space in the back room with
foosball and pool tables and a second bar. The place also
sports a taqueria and 2,500 square feet of patio space.
www.diveinndenver.com
Open daily 11 AM - 2 AM

Dive Inn
1380 S. Broadway
720-242-6157
If it's a sports bar you
want then the Dive Inn is
one of Denver's best
venues. They are a cozy

1464 ANTIQUES

1464 S. Broadway, Denver
720-469-8631

Featuring individually
selected pieces from
an ever changing inventory
Furnishings/Armoires/Bookcases & Display Pieces/Buffets/Commodes & Chests/Desks/Dining Tables/Tables/Lighting/Mirrors/Majolica &
Porcelain/Artwork/Clocks/Crystal & Glass/Copper/Brass/Pewter/Silver/Garden & Architectural/Sculptures/Collectibles/Unique Accessories/Vintage Clothes & Lace/Jewelry

So. Lipan, Denver

www.mountainstatescollector.com
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Arvada

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd., Suite130, Arvada, CO 80003
2 Miles North of I-70 on Wadsw orth, N.E. Corner of 64th and Wadsworth

www.homesteadantiquemall.net

720-484-3644

Open 7 Days a Week, 10am - 6pm

Over 70 dealers with a wide variety of antiques, vintage furnishings,
glassware, jewelry, collectibles, primitives, shabby chic, Western,
Native American, home decor & more...
10 MARCH 2015 —Mountain States Collector
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Lakewood

Antique Detective Q & A

Most of the grand china head dolls came from Germany.
“By, the middle of the 19th century the heavy clay pottery
district of Thuringia in Germany, inheriting earlier techniques,
was producing a plentiful supply of sturdy china dolls in great
variety,” notes Mary Hillier the author of Discovering Antiques.
“Typically,” she writes,
Collectible
s “the German doll was black-haired,
Continued on page 11

ship sailing
cardsCards
Ship Sailing
Page 10

Carol J.J.Perry
ByByCarol
Perry

High-end Collectibles
(despite what the name may imply).
Steam engines, locomotives, trains, crystal, china, jewelry,
vintage and small unique collectible finds.

Mountain States Collector
Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Box 1003
Bailey, CO 80421-1003

Consignments and Layaways

“keep anything you want,” from the many
drawers and cubbyholes in the desk, he
did so.
Little did that mean old auntie know
that in a bottom drawer, secured with a
rubber band, was an inch-high stack of
colorful illustrated cards which, as it
turned out, were worth many times the
value of the desk! Those brightly hued bits
of pasteboard were clipper ship advertising cards, also known as dispatch cards,
dating from the mid-19th century.
Is the story true? Or is it perhaps one
of those “urban legends” which persist in
the antiques business? Either way, it
points up the fact that in today's market
just one nice nineteenth-century clipper
ship card, in good condition, can bring to
its owner thousands of twenty-first-century dollars!
We've all seen and admired paintings
of clipper ships, those graceful and beautiful vessels with billowing sails and sleek
narrow nulls. The ships were developed
by American ship builders around 1840.
The major attribute of these ships however, was not beauty...but speed. Back in
those days a journey by sea from the ports
of New York or Boston to San Francisco,
via Cape Horn, took the better part of a
year to accomplish. But the clippers could
cover the same distance in 120 days or
less. Even so, with the advent of steam
powered ships and with the coming of the
railroad over land, the days of the clipper
ship were numbered.
When gold was discovered in California clippers had a bit of a resurgence.
Traveling by steamship was expensive
and cargo space was limited. Gold
prospectors soon figured out that aboard
the fast all-sail vessels they could carry
their equipment and supplies and some
provisions for a lot less money than they
would pay for the same items in the high
priced markets of California.
In an attempt to attract more trade,
Presorted Standard
U.S. Postage Paid
Bailey, CO 80421
Permit #45

Jenny’s Junk Emporium

New England antiques dealers like to tell this story.
like to
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number ofantiques
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“keep anything
you want,”
from
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one ofsecured
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manded
thatillustrated
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withworth
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rest times
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brightly hued bits of pasteboard were clipper ship adveryoung man agreed, and when the aunt told
tising cards, also known as dispatch cards, dating from
him
to “clear
the
mid-19th
century. out all that junk” and to

ship owners began to advertise with “sailPaulallen Antique Mall
ing
announcement cards.” The cards were
4501 Wadsworth Blvd., Wheat Ridge
quite small, only about four by six and a
303-463-7796
half inches. They took up such a little bit
of
fitcsix
L iroom
t t l e tthat
o nshipping
A n t i qfirms
u e s could
& Su
h
or seven
of
them
in
one
window,
hopeful2677 W. Alamo Ave., Littleton
public of a sailing in time
ly informing the
303-797-0326
for the company to pick tip enough passengers and goods to give them a full and
Check calendar for
profitable cargo for the long
voyage.
The
antique
discussion
& times
sailing
dates,
cards didn't often include topics
but used such phrases as "sailing shortly."
(Although that may have proven inconveHeirlooms
Antiquemany
Mall
nient for
some
passengers,
S. Havana,
Aurora, CO ships
1947
cargo and sometimes had to
needed a full303-337-6880
wait for other vessels to deliver Merchandise to be shipped.)
Some fortunate technological advances in the printing field coincided
nicely with the need to advertise the clippers. It was possible to produce clear,
bright color on enamel-coated cardboard
stock. Sometimes the clipper ship cards
were printed in as many as seven different colors, utilizing the economical letterpress. A few of the cards were lithographed. Some authorities believe that the
sailing cards are historically significant as
America's earliest form of multicolor
business advertising.
Many of the cards, quite naturally,
portray the ships themselves. But some
show knights and warriors while others
depict mythological figures, Native Americans or women. Some feature portraits of
the person for which the vessel was
named, like the "Florence Nightingale,"
the "Andrew Jackson" and the “Daniel
Webster." Quite a few depend on the
artist's skill at fancy lettering, with handsome renderings of the vessel's name as
the illustration.
Even though there were undoubtedly
thousands of these cards printed, there are
Continued on page 18

Primitives, Furniture

Jenny & Bill Andrus
6625 W. Mississippi Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80226

Home Decor,
Glassware, Pictures,
Jewelry, and Kitchen
Collectibles

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

303-570-1590
www.mountainstatescollector.com
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Wheat Ridge

4501 Wadsworth Blvd ~ Wheat Ridge, CO ~ (303) 463-7796
12,000 SQ./FT. FULL
OF WONDERFUL
ANTIQUES, JEWELRY,
CLOCK REPAIR, NATIVE
AMERICAN, BOOKS,
HOME DECOR AND MORE...

Some Space Available
Come Join Our Team
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Anti qu e Detective

buying and selling antiques & collectibles now
By Anne Gilbert
If you think the current stock market is risky , take a
close look at what is happening at antiques and collectibles around the country. While the billionaire collectors are happily buying and getting big bucks selling art
work and antique rarities, the average collectors are seeing their lifelong collections either going unsold or offered for unheard of low prices.
When I was doing my auction checkups I saw most 18th
century furniture and decorative accessories of estimates of
$200 to $800. When I recently sent photos to Skinner Galleries of a small, folk art oil and a carved folk art pipe, both
were rejected, because they supposedly didn’t have the required $1,000 auction estimate. Yet, seven months ago , the
oil painting was accepted if I wanted to consign for a $1,000
estimate. At the time I refused, knowing that in good times it
would have a $2,000 or more estimate.
Clearly the enjoyment and profit of buying and
selling art, antiques and collectibles has disappeared,

for the average collector.
I love watching Antiques Road Show, and seeing
wonderful appraisals being offered. All well and good for
the woman with the $20,000 Tiffany bracelet or the man
with the 18th century, American chest attributed to a famous maker. Very inspirational and encouraging to take a
second look at grandmothers collections. However, if
there is one thing to learn from all of this, it is that public
tastes change over the centuries. Do you think the “selfie” generation wants a cabinet of 19th century pressed
glass, or sterling silver tea services that need polishing?
Should you sell now and take your losses?
Who is going to buy your collection of tin lunch
boxes or movie star memorabilia, that you consider an investment ? Ever hear of Clara Bow? Famous in silent films
as the “it” girl, her photos and memorabilia were widely
collected. Is anybody buying them now? Sure the Beetles
are “hot” now, but, how about in another 20 years?
CLUES: While this might seem like a good time to
buy, carefully consider the object that is practically a give-

away. Is it a one-of-akind? Is the item totally original. If furniture, that means the
finish and parts. Be
sure you aren’t buying reproductions in
any category.
Remember, if the
price is too good to be
true, it probably is.
Like the stock market
antiques and art require knowing what
you are doing. Good
luck.
Captions: Early 19th century needlework sampler.
Estimate $400/600 (above). 18TH century roundabout
chair. Estimate $600/800 (on cover). Photo Credit: Skinner Auction Galleries, Boston, MA

antique detective Q & a: Tea cups to Pen and inks
By Anne Gilbert
Q. This beautiful
china tea cup with saucer
was part of my late
Grandmother’s tea cup
collection. I recently inherited it and have been
puzzled by the mark on
the bottom in black. It
reads “Willets Belleek,” and a black symbol of some sort.
There is gold trim on the rims and handle. I thought
Belleek was made in Ireland, but this doesn’t say Ireland.
However, it has the pearly, translucent glaze that is
associated with Belleek. What can you tell me?
T.S. Peoria, IL
A. Your cup and saucer are known as American
Belleek. It was made by Willets around 1900, one of the
many American manufacturers.
However, it was Ott & Brewer of Trenton, New Jersey, who are considered the finest makers of this type of
porcelain.
Handling Irish and American Belleek will show that
American ware has thicker walls. The American versions
were mostly cabinet pieces such as vases, ornately decorated with gilt trim. However, they also did other pieces
such as tea sets.
There are many serious collectors. Your set could sell
in a shop for $200 or more.

Q. I was told this was a Chinese ginger jar and could
possibly be “Ming,” when I bought it many years ago at a
Las Vegas auction. It is six inches high and has a double
#& !$ & % "! $
# $
#&
blue ring mark on the bottom.
I bought it because I like the blue and white color and
the fact it could be centuries old. Is it Ming Dynasty and
what could it sell for?
L. F. - Lancaster, PA
A. You’d be surprised at the number of letters I get from
readers who believe that they have a valuable piece of blue
and white Ming porcelain. The first clue to the age of your
piece is the lack of seal letters within a square. Secondly, no
letter of authentication from
the auction house. Also, the
double ring mark first appeared in the Kangxi period
(1654-1722). It was designed for export from 1860
to 1905. It has never stopped
being reproduced.
Your ginger jar could have
been made anytime in the
20th century, It could sell at
auction these days for $300
or more.
" "

Wheat Ridge

I
Q.
bought this
adorable
drawing,
that I believe is a
pen and ink,
several
years ago at
a
garage
sale. It was
perfect for
my
little
girl’s bedroom. Now
she is a
teenager
and doesn’t
want it. Before I sell it
!$at &my
% "!
$
$ what can you tell me about the artist? It
garage
sale,
is signed, illegibly in the lower right-hand corner. I paid $25
for it. What could be the value?
L. T. - Denver, Colo.
A. What a discovery! Your original pen-and-ink drawing was done by famous English illustrator Reginald Birch
(1858-1943). It was done in the late 19th century for a children’s book or magazine.
When fantasy subjects became popular near the end
of the 19th century, children’s books pictured cheerful
subjects. Previously the illustrations were crude and often
frightening subjects.
Birch became famous for his illustrations in the popular book “Little Lord Fauntleroy.”
Your drawing could sell for $1,000 or more at auction.
Do you have an antique item and need more information? Send a photo, history, size, signatures with self-addressed stamped envelope and $25 to, Anne GilbertStrawbridge, 450 N. Federal Highway, unit 605 N. Boynton Beach, FL 33435.
" "

Auction Gallery

Antiques, Collectibles, Vintage
Primitives, Home Decor, Furniture
Toys, Books, Music and More
(We buy old toys!)
Over 25 Great Dealers Space Available

7341 W. 44th Ave., Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
1 Block East of Wadsworth on 44th Avenue

303-993-3868
Monday - Saturday 10-5, Sunday - call to see if open
www.mountainstatescollector.com
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Depression Gl ass

Van Briggle
A name commonplace in Colorado, but also recognized worldwide for the paintings and pottery
created by Artus Van Briggle
By Kathy Honea
Artus Van Briggle traveled to Colorado Springs in
March 1899, in search of a
cure for his tuberculosis. He
was an accomplished artist,
and had worked at Rookwood
Pottery since he was eighteen
years of age. In recognition of
his talent, Rookwood Pottery
had sent him abroad to study
for two years. While there,
Artus became acquainted with
the dead matte glaze of the Lorelei, 6 ½” height – one
Ming dynasty period.
of three know to exist today.
In 1896, Artus returned to Inscribed, “A.Van Briggle
the United States and work at 1898”
Rookwood Pottery. It was in
his home in Cincinnati that he created his first “Lorelei” vases,
which measure only six and one-half inches in height. Having been produced at home, and not at Rookwood Pottery,
these pieces were signed only “A. Van Briggle, 1898.”
Suffering from tuberculosis since his return to the U.S.,
Artus decided it would be prudent to relocate to Colorado
Springs, widely touted for its recuperative qualities for the
disease. His relocation was with the blessing and continued
support of Rookwood Pottery and the pottery’s founder, Maria
Longworth. Artus sought respite at Chico Basin Ranch, and
it was there that he produced the first design which came to
be known as the Van Briggle Chalice, or Toast Cup. From

March 1899, throughout the short remaining years of his life
until death, Artus often returned to Chico Basin Ranch for rest
and recuperation. The W. C. Holmes family took him into
their home, and cared for him as one of their family.
The experiences at Chico Basin Ranch influenced his life
and affected his future pottery designs. While living with the
Holmes family, he interacted with their neighbors, the Southern Ute Native Americans. He had painted earlier Native
American designs on Rookwood pottery shapes in a high
glaze style. A Rookwood plaque with Native American design by Artus Van Briggle sold in 2006 for more than $60,000.
Artus Van Briggle interacted with the local Native American tribes and captured their every day life on canvas. The
talented potter, it seems, was an equally talented painter. Chief
Antelope, of
the Southern
Ute tribe in
Colorado,
loaned Artus
his shield, and
it is documented that
Artus used the
spider design Native American “Whirling Logs,” Spiders,
from
that and other motifs on Van Briggle pottery.
shield in several of his later pottery works. He incorporated
Native American designs such as their “Whirling Log” pattern, spiders and other motifs in his pottery.
Artus used a design documentation system resembling
the one that had been in use at Rookwood Pottery. His first
designs were dated 1900; however, very few pottery examples were produced that first year, and those were believed to
have been made at Chico Basin Ranch for close friends.
From 1900 until his death in 1904, there have been 247
designs documented from the exhaustive research of Robert

Wyman Newton in his Catalogue of Van Briggle Designs.
During those years, many of the plain shapes were attributed
to Ambrose Schlegel; thought to have been created during periods when Artus was recuperating in Arizona during the winter months at a tuberculosis sanitarium or at Chico Basin
Ranch.
In December of 1901, Artus hosted his first exhibit of
300 pieces of pottery at 617 N. Nevada. The invitees were a
virtual “who’s who” among local residents, and so fabulously
was the pottery received, that all the pieces were sold. On
December 1, 1901, the Colorado Springs Gazette stated that
within weeks, exhibits were to be assembled and sent to Paris,
Madrid, and New York. Van Briggle pottery was marketed in
the best jewelry and departments stores in the U.S. and abroad.
In the early years, Artus Van Briggle numbered and dated
the pottery pieces. This practice continued fairly consistently
until 1920. Early
brochures state that
Van Briggle pottery
was designed in all
the colors of the
Colorado landscape.
Record books of
these early years list
among the colors
produced: several
shades of yellows, Van Briggle pottery examples “in all
blues, reds, greens, the colors of the Colorado landscape.”
black, white, gray, purple, browns and combinations of those
with one shade sprayed lightly over another.
Artus married Anne Gregory in 1902, having become engaged to her while both were studying in Paris. The couple
worked together for the next two years. By 1903, Artus was
producing tile of various sizes, and the pottery was incorpoContinued on page 17

Castle Rock

720-627-6414

Subcriptions

Subscribe to the Collector

1 year (12 issues)
2 years (24 issues)
3 years (36 issues)
www.mountainstatescollector.com

$18.00
$32.00
$45.00

Return to: Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Box 1003, Bailey, CO 80421-1003

Name:
Address:
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State:
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Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.
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Colorado Springs
GOLF COLLECTIBLES
flower pots—vase—
#WANTED
3 303-792-2450.
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pitcher set,
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!
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O’Keeffe and twin jgf3643@hotmail.com
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%
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others,
no oak rocking
Merritt,
3
)' /-, %1'
FOR SALE: A.B.,1*.2'
Dick 310 %++ -?
chair,
call 720-628-2311.
3 303-779electrics
+
(12-14)
111 plate
offset press,"-59
# 0073
(01-07)
(? 59 7:=19/1 :7
collator,5> 2:= >-71 (-71
maker, Michael’s
:=-0:
WANTED: OLD GUMBALL
R
O
U
NING
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iron
waxN D O A><K 2?D I.@570
Schaefer
59/7@01>
359 -9D
WANTED:
Antique
Heating
PEANUT
AND
MATCH MA- 593
Westward
Ho,
-90 ?41
.@>591>>
misc parts.
/:905?5:9 B-9?10 2:= melter,
;@= manuals, TABLE,
and
Cooking Jeff,
Stoves,303-775-3250
orCHINES.
dresser
LIFE magazines,
%71->1 /-77
/4->1
$100.00 takes all. 719-647(1-15)
set and more. Go to
nate,
303-779-0073. (01-07)

FOR SALE
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fulfilled. Examples of Van Briggle pottery with Artus’ dead Briggle pottery was given the rare honor of having been al-

Van briggle
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matte glaze were accepted for exhibition at the Paris Salon.
Between 1903 and 1904, Rookwood Pottery sent a
skilled workman to Colorado Springs, and a few pieces of
Van Briggle pottery were produced with metal ornamentation
in bronze, copper or silver. Some of these pieces were in-

lotted display space within three different buildings. The
Book of the Fair, by Marshall Evert quotes Henry Neil as saying in 1904, “Van Briggle pottery was described as having
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The pottery was sold in 1912, and Anne Van Briggle did
not return after that time. However; it is important to note
that between 1900 and 1912, over 950 designs were created
and documented. There remain some missing drawings between the numbered sketches of #1 and #953, but new examples frequently surface. The majority of Van Briggle pottery
is dated until approximately 1920, and most have the design
number until 1912. It is the early “dated” pieces that remain
in high demand and continue to increase in value, while pieces
made prior to Artus’ death command the very highest values.
A few pottery managerial changes resulted from 1912 until
1920 when Mr. J.H. Lewis bought the pottery. From 1920 until
1969, Van Briggle was produced primarily in the glaze colors
of Persian Rose, Ming Turquoise, and Moonglo White. From
the late teens until 1935, a color combination of brown and
green, described as “Mountain Crag Brown” was popular.
Early literature described the glaze name as depicting the
browns and greens found in a mountain crag. Oral history is
that the formula for the glaze was lost in the great flood of May
30, 1935, which destroyed the east side of the pottery and
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Collectibles

Ship Sailing
Cards
Open 10-5 all winter.
Ship Sailing Cards Sidebar

Continued from page 11
relatively few in existence today. It was, after all, cheap
advertising and once the vessels had sailed there was litSome Current and recent prices for Ship Sailing cards
tle point in saving the cards. There was only so much win- as noted on the Web:
A card dated 1862 advertising the ship SUSAN
dow space, and there were new cards arriving to take the
is priced at $3000.
FEARING
place of the old ones. Fortunately for collectors some
A
card
for the ship ASTERION, circa 1862 pictures
companies apparently kept cards as part of their record
Neptune
on
his throne and is valued at $2000.
keeping procedures. Some of the most famous vessels
didn't really require much advertising because their passenger lists and cargo facilities Were usually booked far
in advance. For instance the beautiful and famous clipper
ship "Flying Cloud," designed and built by the legendary
Donald McKay, was so fast that her record-setting voyages (eighty-nine days from New York to San Francisco
in 1851 and again in 1854) assured that everybody interested knew the dates of arrival and sailing. There is only
one known example of a "Flying Cloud" sailing card.
Clipper ship sailing cards date Mostly between the
1850s and the 1860s when competition was heavy between the many ship lines. But the clippers eventually
lost the race for speedy passage to their far less glamAntiques and
orous cousins, the steamships, and the advent of coastCollectibles
to-coast rail travel was the final blow. Some sources re30 So. Main Street
port that "gold fever" caused a good many crew members
to leave their Ships and head for the goldfields. Some
Keenesburg, CO
clippers were even abandoned in San Francisco Bay and
auctioned off to provide timber for that city's building
boom. In the early 1860s, the Civil War disrupted shipCollectibles
ping trade too, and soon the sailing cards faded from
the
Offering a wide range of
American scene.
antiques from the mid
It is estimated that only about 3000 clipper ship cards
1800s to the 1950s
survive today. Most of these are in museum collections,
often
include sailing advertise the clippers. It
didn't
from
page
1
Continued
but every so often a few of them show up...perhaps in a
were quite small, only dates, but used such phrases was possible to produce
grandfather’s desk drawer or tucked between the pages about four by six and a as “sailing
shortly.”
(Al- clear, bright color on
Open
Monday-Saturday
of an old book. Private collections sometimes appear for half inches. They took up though that may have enamel-coated cardboard
10:00
5:00
Sometimes the clipfor tostock.
such a little bit of room proven inconvenient
sale at auction or on the Web.
that shipping firms could fit some passengers, many per ship cards were printed
Exhibits of cards can be viewed at several museums. six or seven of them in one ships
needed a full cargo in as many as seven differhttp://www.a-step-back.com
window, hopefully inform- and sometimes had to wait ent colors, utilizing the
Here are a few:
The Peabody Essex Museum: East India Square, ing the public of a sailing in for other vessels to deliver economical letterpress. A
time for the company to Merchandise to be shipped.) few of the cards were lithSalem, Massachusetts
Some fortunate tech- ographed. Some authoripick tip enough passengers
goods to give them a nological advances in the ties believe that the sailing
The New York Historical Society: Two west 77th andwww.mountainstatescollector.com
full and profitable cargo for printing field coincided cards are historically sigStreet, New York, NY
the long voyage. The cards nicely with the need to
Continued on page 13
The Australian National Maritime Museum; Darling
Harbor, Australia
To View cards for sale or to check current prices, go
to www.tenpound.com/clippercard

lish potters such as Derby, Bow, Worcester and Chelsea.
Yours could fetch $900 or more at auction.
Q. I found this painted spice bin in an antiques shop
years ago. The dealer told me it was called "tole" I have
since used it as a decorative object in my kitchen. Now I
would like to know about its history and value.
M.B.T. - Las Vegas, NV
AA.pretty
the clipper
Ship
CARRIER
DOVE
Your card
19th for
century
spice bin
is known
as "tole"
—

shows a dove flying above a ship. It sold recently for
$2750.
A ship named BLACK PRINCE had a card showing
two Knights jousting. This card had some pin holes and
chipping and sold for $850.
The JUNIUS card is dated October 1861 and is printed in blue and gold. It sold for $400.

Keenesburg —
Keenesburg
Antique Capitol of weld County

StepBack
Back
AAStep
Time
inInTime

Ship Sailing Cards

Com

303-732-9257

Denver

Starr Antiques
Featuring Colonial and Federal Period furniture and accessories.
Discover how accenting with a fine piece, big
or small, can give your home that extra panache:
The sophisticated design of Folk Art, the "hand"
in stoneware jugs, the patience of quilts, porcelain that traveled 2,000 miles from China 200
years ago, handmade furniture from craftsmen with decades of apprenticeship,
silver candlesticks from Colonial America, portraits as the keepers of memory.

Antiques & Decorative Accessories
Original Art, Vintage, Lighting, Crystal & Silver
Hand-painted Furniture, Rugs
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Consignment of select pieces,
whether from individuals or estates, are welcome.

Open Tuesday-Saturday, 10a.m.-5p.m.
(303) 399-4537
starrantiques.com
2930 E. 6th Avenue, Denver, Colorado 80206
www.mountainstatescollector.com

ontest

January’s What
What is
Is it?
It?
February’s

Contest / C

March’s What Is It?

Contest

We had quite a few correct guesses for our February’s What Is It! We think everyone is already dreaming of getting on the links. Yes,
they are old golf balls! These golf balls tell the history of golf. A pre-1850 leather-covered featherie
is two
at left,
guttie,forused between 1845 and
We had
correcta guesses
What Is It. Both Paul Looper of
1900 is at right. And a rubber ball (bottom) made around 1900 resembles the modern type. March’s
Wheat Ridge, Colorado and Monica
The names given the balls derive from the materials used in them. For example to make
a guessed
ball maker
first filled a top hat
Tobin a
of featherie,
Aurora, Colorado
that
object is some sort of cask. to hold
with loose goose feathers to get the prescribed amount of stuffing. Then he boiled them andthe
stuffed
the
wet,
compacted
mess
into a pouch of
water, wine, beer or whiskey
The What
Is It the
was provided
by Julie
After
feathers
dried, the sphere became
seamed leather strips. When all the feathers were packed, the ball maker sewed up the last seam.
of Aurora, Colorado. She tells us
as hard as well, as a golf ball. The leather cover cut easily, so pre-1850 golfers usually sweptWentz
ball
off athe
turf and
rather
thethe
object
is called
“Swiglet”
was than hit it, using slim,
used for carryng water out to field worklight, wooden-headed clubs, or woods. Before 1850 few iron-headed clubs existed.
ers.
Congratulations to Bill McLaren, Anchorage, Alaska; Dennis Grieser of Brainerd, MN; Thanks,
Judy Julie,
Hessforof
Greeley,
sending
this pic- Colorado; Jacque Rutture. We Colorado;
will be giving you
and our twoCimino of Middletown,
ledge of Northglenn, Colorado; Kay Chambers of Larkspur, Colorado; Carol Klomp of Boulder,
Theresa
contest winners a year’s subscription to
New Jersey (Theresa tells us she saw similar golf balls displayed at the Golf Museum in FartheHills,
New
and Vicky Kellen of Castle
Mountain
StatesJersey);
Collector. Thank
you all for
participatingthese
in our What
Is It up and found that they
Pines, Colorado (Vicky writes, “My dad was a true aficionado, and often spoke of golf history.
I
looked
balls
Contest.
were introduced in 1848 (the year) of Wisconsin’s statehood) by Rev.
Dr. Robert Adams and were created from the driest sap of the
sapodilla tree which had a rubber-like feel and was formed into balls
by heating them up and shaping them while hot.” Thank you, Vicky,
Send your anfor that additional information). You have all won a year’s subscription to the Mountain States Collector.
swers to the

March’sApril’s
What
isIsit?
What
It?

to

ea

We tried to fool our contestants by not putting in the most modern of the objects that
appeared in the original picture but it wasn’t enough. We had several readers correctly
identify these objects as old style golf balls. With all of our snow we can only imagine a
golf ball lying on soft green grass.
These golf balls tell the history of golf. A pre-1850 leather-covered featherie is at
left, a guttie, used between 1845 and 1900 is at right. And a rubber ball (bottom) made
around 1900 resembles the modern type.
The names given the balls derive from the materials used in them. For example to
make a featherie, a ball maker first filled a top hat with loose goose feathers to get the
prescribed amount of stuffing. Then he boiled them and stuffed the wet, compacted mess
into a pouch of seamed leather strips. When all the feathers were packed, the ball maker
sewed up the last seam. After the feathers dried, the sphere became as hard as well, as a
golf ball. The leather cover cut easily, so pre-1850 golfers usually swept the ball off the
turf rather than hit it, using slim, light, wooden-headed clubs, or woods. Before 1850 few
iron-headed clubs •existed.
Quality Refinishing / Restoration
Congratulations to our winners: Kay Chambers of Larkspur, Colorado; Donna Hel• Repairs
/ Spindle
turning
gren, Denver, Colorado;
Ann Moore,
Georgetown,
Colorado; Paul Looper, Wheat Ridge,
Colorado; Bill Kleess,
Johnstown,
Colorado; Ronald Moreschini, DDS, Pueblo, Col• Veneer
replacement
orado and Mrs. Charles Schroer, Lakewood, Colorado, who writes, “Do hope you’ll have
an article about
Monte
- Colorado Golf
Assn. - would
be an
excellent
Wethese
sell- Edthe
restoration
products
that
we
use:person
to interview. For many years, my husband, Charlie Schroer, volunteered with the CGA to
Lightning
Strip Golf
Paint
& Varnish
Remover,
General
measure,
or “laser” Colorado
Courses.
He is a Governor
Emeritus,
now retired, at
age 86.”
Finishes water-based stain, sanding sealer and topWow, thanks, everyone. We enjoy your comments and guesses so much. You have
Restorer’s
Furniture
all woncoat,
a year’s Antique
subscription to
The Mountain States
Collector.Cleaner and

!)*%(! Longmont
%$ #%$*
Historic

Knute’s

In Longmont,

Antique & Furniture Restoration

Antiques are our specialty!
Just 30 minutes
north of Denver

What Is It contest, postmarked
by March 20, to
the Mountain
States Collector, P.O. Box
1003, Bailey,
CO 80421.
Three winners
will be drawn.
Winners receive
a year’s subscription to the
Mountain
States Collector.

To advertise in

Littleton

13518
Road
CO
80504
t h e County
Mount
a i n #1,
S t aLongmont,
tes Colle
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call Spree
Publishing
at 303-674-1253
or
Directions
from I-25: exit
#243 (Hwy 66)
us#1,
atSouth 1/2 mile
west 4 miles toe-mail
County Rd
spreepub@aol.com
Between 17th Aveor
& spreepub@mac.com
Hwy 66 on Rd #1

Greeley

303-772-9693
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cagreenman@msn.com
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ques and collectibles for you to check out.
ake your trip worthwhile. See you soon!
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Treasures of Yesteryear

Beautiful Linens
Sewing Notions, Buttons,
Glassware
Depression Glass, Pyrex,
%+(
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& $ Postcards
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Send your answers to the What Is It contest, postmarked by April 20, to the Mountain
States Collector, P.O. Box 1003, Bailey, CO 80421.
Three winners will be drawn from correct entries received. Winners will receive a
year’s subscription to the Mountain States Collector.

Lemon Oil Beeswax

.

P

((

"

Open 7 days a week
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
3816 W. Eisenhower Blvd.
Loveland / 970-669-7440
WWW.Rockymountain
antiques.net
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