
By Anne Gilbert

Clocks have many functions in addition to keep-
ing time. They can be decorative, entertaining and
sometimes mysterious. Their names can depend on
their shapes and purpose. For example, the “mystery”
clock. The works are completely hidden, and it appears
to work mysteriously, often with human figures that
move without impulse. It was invented by magician
Harry Houdini in 1923 for Cartier.

As for entertainment, consider the clock with the
figure of Napoleon on top that walks back and forth
and in and out of his tent. Or, the blinking eye clock.
The eyes connected to the escarpment of a human or
animal figure, move without apparent impulse. Origi-
nally it was made in Germany in the 17th century, and
in America mid-19th century.

Some clocks, such as the Atmos, had a scientific
purpose. This shelf clock, invented by the French in

1913, showed constant changes in atmospheric temper-
ature that then kept the mainspring fully wound.

The name for any clock with weights and pendu-
lum not enclosed in a case was “wag-on-the-wall.”

One of the most popular styles was the “banjo”
wall clock, resembling the shape of a banjo. First in-
troduced in America as the “improved timepiece,” it
was patented by Simon Willard in 1802. So popular, it
has never stopped being made.

By the late 19th century gilt-bronze mantel clocks
with figures of poets and Caesar reclining on a marble
base, were popular.

They became important decorative accessories
during the Art Nouveau, Arts and Crafts, Deco and
Modern periods. Many cases were designed by a fa-
mous artist or important porcelain maker. They re-
flected the designs, motifs and materials of their
decades. Even Rene Lalique created a frosted glass

Willowstone Marketplace
2150 West Garden of the Gods Rd. 

Colorado Springs

Denver Postcard and Paper Show
January 16 & 17

Jeffco Fairgrounds Exhibit Hall

Eron Johnson Antiques
www.eronjohnsonantiques.com

389 So. Lipan St. Denver, 303-777-8700

  

       
           

       
     
        

        
        
  

          
          

           
        
          

           
           
 

            
           

         
           
  

        
      

           
         

          
         
     

          

          
    

  
 
  

  
    

  

       
         

       
        
        
     

         
         

          
        
           
        

        
           

          
           

         
          
        

       
       

         
        

         
          

   
         

         

         
           
      

        
   

          
          
         

  
 

 
 

 
 

  

   

  
 

 
  

 
  

   

    

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

   
  

   

    
   

  

   

    

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd. ,  Arvada

2nd Anniversary Feb. 1-8

Check calendar for
antique discussion

topics & times

Ragtime Annies
4501 Wadsworth Blvd. 
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Heirlooms Antique Mall
1947 S. Havana, Aurora, CO

303-337-6880

Stop by on your way up or back from the slopes!

Ski Country Antiques & Home Decor
I-70 Floyd Hill, exit West on Frontage Road
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Heirlooms Antique Mall
1947 S. Havana, Aurora, CO

303-337-6880
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ESTABLISHED IN 1972 Volume 38, Number 1

DEVOTED TO ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, 
FURNITURE, ART AND DESIGN.
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Antique Collectibles Doll Show
The Ranch, Loveland
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Homestead Antiques

Celebrates Two Years
Page 11Page 11

ESTaBliShEd in 1972 Volume 43, number 1

Antiques Detective Q & A
Page 13Page 13

By Dede Horan

Anyone who collects vintage postcards has probably come
across ones of illustrated highway maps.  If these maps were from
the Midwest with detailed small illustrations, they may well have
been designed by Gene McConnell, an artist and photographer
from North Platte, Nebraska.  

He received his art training at the Denver Art Institute which
he attended on the GI Bill.  His first job was as commercial tech-
nical illustrator at Fort Warren.   Later when he returned to North
Platte he worked for the local newspaper creating logos and il-
lustrations for advertisements.  

In the early 1950s McConnell began producing humor post-
cards for the Dunlap Company.  These cards were mainly distrib-
uted at truck stops.  But it wasn't until he started designing map
cards that he found his niche.  These map cards were produced
in the 1950s and ‘60s.  Each postcard had its origins in a road
trip.  McConnell and ‘Doc’ Dunlap (publisher of the postcards)
drove across the plains states of Nebraska, Kansas, and Iowa and
along Highway 30 into Illinois, Indiana and Ohio, and even ven-
tured west into Wyoming.  On these trips, they would stop at cafes
and other commercial ventures where they talked with the own-
ers about producing postcards to promote their businesses.  They
also captured images of the scenic attractions which gave each
location a distinctive personality.   Several photographs later,

they’d be on the road again heading for the next destination.
McConnell took the photos with a Graflex 4x5 Speed Graphic
camera, similar to the one pictured on page 7.

Once back at the shop, the real work began.  Referring to the

The Story Behind the Cards

Continued on page 7

Clock names & Styles Over the Centuries

Continued on page 9

Colorado Antique Gallery

5501 So. Broadway

Littleton, Colorado

Total

Makeover

Inside & Out8964 E. Hampden Ave., Denver, Colorado

“John Bull” blinking eye clock. Skinner Auctions, Boston, MA

January 2015
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

coloradoantiquegallery.com

  

303-794-8100

coloradoantiquegallery.com     

Denver’s best antiquing experience

Don’t know what to give?
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South Broadway

50 W . arizona avenue 
denver, Colorado 80223 

303-744-6505

These items sold at record
prices in our recent auctions

We are looking for Fine Antiques, Estates, Artwork, Rare Collections, Jewelry, Sterling Silver,
Stained Glass, Clocks, and Collectibles for 2015 Auctions. If you are considering selling, give us a
call. We will purchase outright or take consignments for Special Auctions. If you have individual
pieces or an entire estate, please call Tom or Helen or email photos to Bruhnsauction @aol.com.

antiques and Estates Wanted 
for upcoming auctions

Sold for $2600

Sold for $4800

Sold for $5000Sold for $5100

Sold for $5500Sold for $5600Sold for $6100

Sold for $3900Sold for $8400

Sold for $35,000

Sold for $9000

Sold for $14,000

Sold for $24,000 Sold for $22,000
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8964 E. Hampden Ave., Denver

(303) 721-7992

Tired of Boring?  

Explore over 
130 Shoppes 
Under One Roof!

Total makeover 
inside and out!

Hampton Street 
Antique Market 

has never looked 
so good!

Like us on Facebook

Hours:
Monday  -  Thursday:  10.00 - 6.00, Friday  -

Saturday:  10.00 - 7.00, Sunday:  12.00 - 5.00 



JAN. 2-4, 2015: ANTIQUES AT WINGS ANTIQUES SHOW AND SALE to be held
at Wings Over the Rockies, Denver, real antiques, vintage, retro,  book and paper wing,
too, all surrounded by aircraft of the past, present and future, Fri. & Sat. 10 to 6 Info:
303-595-0812 or www.antiquesatwings.com.

THROuGH JAN. 4: COLORADO ANTIQUE GALLERY’S ANNUAL HOLIDAY

SALE, located at 5501 S. Broadway, Littleton, Colorado.  On Dec. 6 & 13, 10-Noon, KOOL
105’s Kevin McGowan and free burritos from Sam’s. For more info, call 303-794-8100.

JAN. 14: COLORADO COLLECTIBLES Discussion led by Dan Mayo and Jeff Johnson
at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information,
or if you would be interested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or
Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

JAN. 16 & 17: DENVER POSTCARD & PAPER SHOW WINTER 2015 to be held at the
Jefferson County Fairgrounds Exhibit Hall, (15200 W. 6th Ave., Golden, Colorado, exit at In-
diana St.) $5. admission (good for both days) Children 12 and under free, Fri., 11:30 am to 7
pm, Sat. 9:30 am to 5 pm. More info, call Dede Horan at 303-667-6212.

JAN. 28: DOLL HOUSE MINIATURES Discussion led by Darlene Gruber at 2:00
p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or
if you would be interested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or
Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

Upcoming Shows & Events

FEB. 1-8: HOMESTEAD ANTIQUES SECOND ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION,
6530 Wadsworth Blvd., Suite 130, Arvada, Colorado, Refreshments, Raffles, Storewide Sales.
For more information, call 720-484-3644 or go to www.homesteadantiquemall.net

FEB. 11: VALENTINES Discussion led by Cheryl Miller at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadil-
lo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be interested in
doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

FEB. 21: TIMBER DAN ANTIQUE AND COLLECTIBLE TOY SHOW AND SALE

Loveland, Colorado, sponsored by the Loveland Lions Club. More than 180 tables, 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the Larimer County Fairgrounds (“The Ranch”), First National Bank Exhibition Bldg.,

North Hall. Take I-25 Exit 259 east to Fairgrounds Ave., then north 1/2 mile. Admission $4.
For more info, contact Doug Larson, 970-667-9655.

FEB. 25: BLACK MEMORABILIA Discussion led by Chris Ives at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass
Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be inter-
ested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

MAR. 11: RAILROAD & WESTERN EXPANSION COLLECTIBLES Discussion led
by Heather Eckels at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.
More information, or if you would be interested in doing a presentation in your area of exper-
tise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

MAR. 25: CAMEOS Discussion led by Chris Ives at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301
West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be interested in doing a pre-
sentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

Auctions

BRUHNS ANTIQUES ESTATE AUCTIONS, 50 W. Arizona Ave., Denver. Also watch
on liveauctioneers.com. For more information, call 303-744-6505.

JAN. 24: CARIBOU RANCH ® AND STUDIO MEMORABILIA AUCTION, 3 p.m.,
Denver, Colorado, Denver Design Center East Building, 595 South Broadway, Denver,
Colorado. More information, call 303.825.1855 

In 1971, James William (Jim) Guercio purchased a ranch north of Nederland, Colorado to build what
would become the legendary Caribou Ranch. Mr. Guercio started in the music business with Dick Clark in
1962, touring and performing with Gene Pitney, Brian Hyland, Del Shannon, Chuck Berry and Bobby Darin.
He was an original guitarist with Frank Zappa and The Mothers of Invention and produced, arranged and com-
posed numerous hits for Chad & Jeremy and the Buckinghams. Mr. Guercio received a Grammy Award as a
music producer on the 1969 Billboard Pop Album of the year, Blood, Sweat & Tears. In 1972 Joe Walsh record-
ed the first album that came out of the Caribou Ranch recording studio, the eponymous Barnstorm. As the first
destination recording studio, music history was made by illustrious artists and groups such as Michael Jack-
son, Johnny Cash, Rod Stewart, Frank Zappa, Jeff Beck, Jerry Lee Lewis, Peter Frampton, Phil Collins, Steely
Dan, Stevie Nicks, The Beach Boys, Tom Petty, u2 and many more. Elton John’s 1974 album Caribou was
recorded at and named after the studio where his next two albums would also be recorded: Captain Fantastic
and the Brown Dirt Cowboy and Rock of the Westies. Wildly popular songs from the 1970s and 80s were writ-
ten and recorded on the ranch that include chart topping hits such as Earth, Wind & Fire’s “Shining Star,”
Chicago’s “If you Leave Me Now,” and Elton John’s “Philadelphia Freedom.”

The sale of memorabilia from the Caribou Ranch collection offers a rare opportunity for music fans to
access the music, instruments and memorabilia of the studio, but even more unique is the opportunity to ac-
quire the quality, rustic items used daily by artists on the ranch, which remind us that at times, everyone, even

a music legend, just needs to “get away.”

www.mountainstatescollector.com Mountain States Collector—JANuARy 2015 5

Show Calendar

January Events

Shows & Sales

Calendar Listing Information
Promoters: send us your calendar information. We will publish it free (and in bold-
face type) with your display ad. Otherwise the cost is $35 per issue. Calendar entries
are published on a three-month basis (month of show and two months previous). So
send in your info as soon as possible. It’s never too early. Stories and features about
shows are provided free with your display ad.

Dates of Show:____________________________________ _________________________
City, State:_________________________________________________________________
Name of Show or Event:______________________________________________________
Hours:___________________________________________
Other Info:_______________________________________
________________________________________________
__________________________________
Phone:___________________________________

___Send information about advertising.

For more information, 
call 303-674-1253.

Shows, Auctions, 

Estate Sales and Event

Calendar listings are

FREE with your 

display ad. Club News

and Museum News 

also welcome.

Mail coupon and check to: Spree Enterprises, Inc., 
P.O. Box 1003, Bailey, CO 80421-1003

Deadline: The 20th of the month before the next issue.

Calendar Listings
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photographs, McConnell would draw the art to illustrate
the map cards and decide which images would best depict
each business.  Of all the map cards McConnell did, his
favorite is the map of Hwy 20 across Nebraska.  All to-
gether, he produced at least 45 such map postcards.  Ex-
amples of these two types of cards – maps and business
promotions – are shown here.  These cards are in color,
but the earliest ones were printed in black and white, and
generally had less detail.

Some of McConnell’s photographs were used to pro-
duce chrome postcards such as this Nebraska Indians
image.  On the back of these cards, McConnell is always
(as far as we know) identified as the photographer.  Most
of McConnell’s postcards were published and distributed
by Dunlap-Henline, a partnership between Irwin ‘Doc’
Dunlap and Royce Henline. 

Meeting Gene McConnell
A number of years ago, a collector of Gene Mc-

Connell cards, decided he wanted to meet the man who
had designed these cards.  The collector drove to North
Platte, visited the Chamber of Commerce, and finally,
talked with a few locals who told him that McConnell was
alive and well and living in Pueblo, Colorado.  In the
1960s Gene had moved to Pueblo, where he worked for
the Pueblo Chieftain until his retirement. 

Fast forward to January of 2014 when Diane Ipsen, a
member of the Denver Postcard Club, gave a presentation
about McConnell’s map cards to the Club.  Diane had

called Mr. McConnell to clari-
fy some details for her presen-
tation.  She was glad that she
called him because he was
pleased and surprised to hear
that people were still interested
in his work.  He seemed like a
person we needed to meet.  

So, in March of 2014 three
members of the Denver Post-
card Club  drove to Pueblo to
meet Gene McConnell.  It
would have been hard to tell
who was more excited about

this meeting - the three of us, or Mr. McConnell.  What a
delightful man!  We spent close to three hours in a corner
booth at the local Village Inn, learning more about him,
his family and the story of how he got into the business
of illustrating cards.  Diane had brought along her collec-
tion to share with McConnell.  As he looked through her
album, it was clear that he enjoyed recalling the years
when he was designing the map cards.  We had brought
several Gene McConnell cards from our own collections,
which he happily autographed. 

After listening to McConnell talk about the time and
amount of work involved in creating each card we came
away with a much greater  appreciation for his work as
well as for the work of other artist-designed postcards.  He
was so appreciative of our visit, and we enjoyed ourselves
so much that we're determined to make another trip to
Pueblo to visit with him.

McConnell was also a painter and one of his paint-
ings is on display at the Fort Cody Trading Post in North
Platte, Nebraska.  This painting is actually six panels, the
largest one measuring 10-feet by 6-feet and the smaller
ones approximately 4-feet by 5-feet.  The paintings depict
the life of Buffalo Bill.  Sadly, McConnell does not know
the whereabouts of any of his other paintings nor does he
have any of his own original art work.  Rumor has it that
original postcard art is often not saved.  (If any readers
have, or know the location of, any of his original art,
please share the information with us.)  And now, you too,
know the story behind the cards.

January Postcard Show
If you have an interest in vintage postcards, be sure

to visit the Winter 2015 Denver Postcard and Paper Show.
And, if you want to see examples of Gene McConnell’s
postcards, ask the dealers to show you map cards and view
cards from the states mentioned above.  Chances are good
that they will have some in their inventory.  

The show will be held on Friday, January 16 and Sat-
urday, January 17 at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds Ex-
hibit Hall, 15200 W 6th Ave, Golden (exit at Indiana St.).
Hours are Friday 11:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. and Saturday 9:30
a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Admission is $5.00 (children under 12
free) and good for both days.  Bring this article or men-
tion that you saw this in Mountain States Collector and
you will receive $1.00 off admission.  There is plenty of
free parking, food available on site and door prizes daily! 
If you have a collection you'd like appraised or to sell,
please set up a time in advance by calling Dede at 303-
667-6212 or email DenverPostcardShow@comcast.net  

See you at the show!

Contributors:  Diane Ipsen, Deb Armer, Judy Capra, Gene

McConnell and Chuck Henline (Fort Cody Trading Post)
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Fine Quality Antiques 
& Accessories

If you don’t see it
...we can get it!! 

Limited Dealer Space

Available

Hours 10-5:00 Tuesday - Saturday
(closed major holidays)

720-260-6045
managingdisorder@msn.com

The Story Behind the Cards
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So. 

Broadway,

Denver

So. Lipan, Denver

ANTIQUE

ROW
"Where the Past

Comes to Life”
The Antique Row area of South Broadway

is rich in history and has retained its fascinat-

ing historic character while remaining a vital

commercial, artistic, cultural and residential

neighborhood.

In 1888, the first cable car in Denver had

its maiden voyage, traveling down South

Broadway to Alameda. In 1913, The Ford

Motor Company opened a factory at 900 South

Broadway. The next year Ford was joined by

The Gates Rubber Company.

And what of South Broadway today? Al-

though the factories of upper South Broadway,

Bredan Creamery, Samsonite and Montgomery

Wards are largely gone, the boarding houses,

apothecaries, taverns, groceries, clothiers and

other shops still exist, only in a different form.

Most of the old buildings still stand, but now

are filled with antiques, galleries, restaurants,

florists, clothiers and other businesses operat-

ing in this historic neighborhood.

Today it's a vibrant, living neighborhood

that has evolved over 100 years. The types of

businesses have changed, but the buildings

largely remain intact, stately reminders of a

gentler day.

Alluring

Inspired

Historic

Antique

Row
Broadway



clock with intaglio-molded female figures in the Art
Deco style.

Historically it was during the reign of Louis
XVI the elegance of clock making reached its peak.
The most precious materials were used to frame the
clock face. This included tortoiseshell with brass
inlay and horn mounts or lacquer combined with
bronze. Always one of the most beautiful and ex-
pensive mantel clocks is the Louis XVI lyre clock
with garniture.

CLuES: Reproductions of the Louis XVI clocks
with garniture have never stopped being made. The
repros are of gilded metal not bronze. Banjo clocks

have been reproduced
since their introduction.
Blinking eye clocks are
being reproduced in
China. The repros eyes
move side to side. Real
ones, up and down and
are human figures not
animals.

Clocks
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1464 S. Broadway, Denver
720-469-8631
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1464 ANTIQUES

Featuring individually 
selected pieces from 

an ever changing inventory
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The Mountain States Collector, a tabloid

newspaper dedicated to promoting the enjoyment

of antiquing and collecting in the Rocky Mountain

region, is distributed the first weekend of every

month through shops, auctions, flea markets and

antique shows, and is mailed to subscribers. 

(Opinions of the writers contained herein are

not necessarily the opinions of the publishers.)

Advertising information: call Jon DeStefano at 720-276-2777 or email him at jondestef@gmail.com

or for any other information, call Spree Enterprises, 303-674-1253 or email us at customerservice@mountainstatescollector.com.
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Bailey, CO 80421
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Production Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Peg DeStefano
Jon Patrick DeStefano
Sam DeStefano

Printing Signature Offset

advertise in the Mountain States Collector. 
reach the thousands of antique 

collectors and afficionados who enjoy this 
42+ year old newspaper devoted to 

the collector and antique buff. 

Call Spree Publishing 303-674-1253  
or Jon deStefano at 720-276-2777 

for more information.

The Mountain States Collector is The Rocky

Mountain region’s newspaper and website

devoted to the enjoyment of  antiques and

collectibles as objects of art, investment,

decor,  culture and historical interest. 

We are dedicated to the promotion and 

success of the antique trade.
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Mystery clock designed by Houdini. Cartier Jewelers, New York

Wag-on-the-wall clock.

C. 1870, Germany

P4A.com, Beaver

Creek, OH 45431-2345



10 JANuARy 2015 —Mountain States Collector www.mountainstatescollector.com

Over 70 dealers with a wide variety of antiques, vintage furnishings,

glassware, jewelry, collectibles, primitives, shabby chic, Western,

Native American, home decor & more...

Arvada

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd. ,  Suite130, Arvada, CO 80003

2 Miles North of I-70 on Wadsworth, N.E. Corner of 64th and Wadsworth

www.homesteadantiquemall.net

720-484-3644
Open 7 Days a Week, 10am - 6pm

Join Us to Celebrate 

our Second Anniversary

February 1st thru February 8th
• Refreshments • Raffles • Storewide Sales

Welcome

Back,

Stock Show 

Visitors

Come into Arvada’s

Best  Antique Mall!

Only 10 minutes from

Stock Show 

Fairgrounds to our

front door.

We look forward to

seeing you.
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Lakewood

Jenny’s Junk Emporium
High-end Collectibles 

(despite what the name may imply). 

Steam engines, locomotives, trains, crystal, china, jewelry,
vintage and small unique collectible finds.

Consignments and Layaways

Jenny & Bill Andrus
6625 W. Mississippi Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80226

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

303-570-1590

Dealer Feature

On February 1, 2015 Homestead An-
tique Mall will be celebrating their second
anniversary with a great customer appre-
ciation sale. Andy and Leanne Clark and
their dealers are inviting everyone to come
and celebrate with them from February 1
through February 8 at the mall on 6530
Wadsworth Boulevard in Arvada. "There
will be cake, raffle drawings and sales,
sales, sales," they said. "It's our way of
saying thank you to our customers for
helping our dream come true."

What started as a hobby in the late
70's quickly became a passion, finding,
fixing, restoring and selling. "The thrill of
the hunt," Andy calls it. Selling from their
home for many years, filling the garage

and lining their driveway with antiques
and collectibles and hosting annual sales
that people always looked forward to soon
transitioned to being in antique malls and
other rented spaces and their dream of
having an antique mall was given root.

The dream came true on February 1,
2013 when they opened the doors of the
Homestead Antique Mall and filled it with
many of Denver's best antique dealers.
They have over 70 dealers  with a great se-
lection of antiques and collectibles and
everything from furniture to home decor.

Andy and Leanne can't believe two
years have passed since the mall began.
During that time they learned the ups and
downs of the antique mall business. They
have secured dealers who provide a great
assortment of what antique customers are

looking for and having a balanced variety
brings people back time and time again.

They are quick to note that what
makes the Homestead Antique Mall so
successful and special is the quality of
their dealers and their great employees.
Customer service is always outstanding at
Homestead and it is well lit by design and
always kept very clean.

Andy and Leanne have made great ef-
forts to reach out, connect and become an
active part of the Arvada community. As
their reputation of being an excellent an-
tique mall has spread they have drawn in
more dealers from other states that they
anticipated allowing them to be a very
well balanced antique mall that keeps
drawing people back.

They are celebrating their second an-
niversary with a week long customer ap-
preciation sale and they are inviting every-
one to stop by and experience their unique
mall and their friendly hospitality.

Andy, Leanne, and all the staff want
to thank everyone for helping make their
dream come true.

homestead antiques Customer 
appreciation Sale February 1-8
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Wheat Ridge

4501 Wadsworth Blvd ~ Wheat Ridge, CO ~ (303) 463-7796 
12,000 SQ./FT. FULL 

OF WONDERFUL 

ANTIQUES, JEWELRY,

CLOCK REPAIR, NATIVE

AMERICAN, BOOKS, 

HOME DECOR AND MORE...

Some Space Available
Come Join Our Team



By Anne Gilbert

These days everybody is looking for a winner. This
ranges from stocks and political candidates to antiques, art
and collectibles. I don’t have to tell you about the current
downside. you know that already. However, in this year of
political elections, take a look at the past of political col-
lectibles and think of the future. It is a bit of a gamble.

Item were made in so many categories that even a begin-
ner can specialize. However this doesn’t apply to 19th and
early 20th century piece.

It doesn’t have to be a presidential election year to create
interest in political collectibles. As Ted Hake, who specializes
in political item auctions can tell you, “an election year cre-
ates an interest in our political history and new collectors.”
Hake, a leading authority on the subject, began collecting
when he was in college. “I was attracted by the early history.
Since then there are always surprises.” A good example of
one of those surprises was the discovery of a rare badge with
a cartoon picture of President Nixon on top of a thermometer
and the words “hot for Nixon.” Only about a half dozen exist.

Political items can be a serious investment if you learn a

few facts, such as political losers can be financial winners.
Many factors influence prices. Take the recent TV series

“The Roosevelts.” This will stimulate interests in the two
Roosevelt presidents and the items created during their politi-
cal campaigns.

Currently inexpensive are the many hopeful candidates
who got their names on presidential ballots and lost. Among
them Jessie Jackson. But that could change.

CLuES: Currently under priced, and an undeveloped
market are original pen and ink editorial, political cartoons.
When they come to auctions prices are around $100 or less.
However, original American illustrator art was under priced
and unappreciated for years.

Prices for political buttons depend on several factors.
Winners, losers, slogans, third party, jug ate (with two can-
didate likenesses) and specific event buttons are afford-
able. However, those specific event buttons made in small
quantity, can in the future be rare and costly. Those would
be for a one day appearance while a candidate is on tour.
Among the most valuable are those with the date and
place. Just look at the TV news and see who is going
where and when.

Original pen and ink editorial cartoon of FDR.

Anne Gilbert Collection.

By Anne Gilbert

Q. I found this ceramic dog figure of what looks
like a spaniel, many years ago, at a flea market outside
Cleveland. At the time, I thought it might be a 19th cen-
tury example of a Rockingham pottery. However, since
I read your recent article on Bennington pottery, I don’t
think so.

It is very
heavy and
doesn’t really
look or feel
like pottery. It
is 9 1⁄2” high.
What is it? I
paid $20. Is it
worth more?

A. From
your descrip-
tion and
photo, you
have a sewer
tile figure.
Sewer Tile-
ware was
made from
the same type
of ceramics

used to make sewer tiling
for drain pipes. Just as
glass workers found cre-
ativity after hours, so did
ceramics potters. Glazes
were mostly a plain salt-
glaze or shiny brown.
They were made in many
states, including Ohio.

Figures, often cast in
molds, were influenced
by English Staffordshire
figures, such as your
spaniel. It could sell at an
Americana auction for as
much as $600.

T.M. - Peoria, IL.
Q. We bought this

vase 55 years ago in
Kansas. It is about 13
inches high and of some kind of china. As you can see
from the photo one side has a painting of two girls in some
kind of European costumes. On the bottom it says
“Rorstrand.” within a wreath, and on the top what looks
like a lion.

How old is it, where was it made and what could it
be worth?

G.M. - Lancaster, PA
A. you have a 19th

century Swedish cream-
ware pottery vase, made in
The Rorstrand ceramics
factory. It was founded in
1726 in Stockholm, Swe-
den by Johan Wolfe. Early
pieces were faience-earth-
enware decorated with col-
ored opaque metallic
glazes. By the 1850s the
factory was making Roco-

co revival-style pieces, with scenic transfer prints. Motifs
also included people in Swedish-style clothing.

Gilt trim was lavishly used as on your vase. Pottery
pieces such as yours sell for around $50 to $75.

Q. I bought this figural bottle at a garage sale a long
time ago. It caught my eye because I have a Native
American grandmother and the bottle depicts a cos-
tumed Native American woman. The seller said it was
very old and her husband had found it in an old barn he
was cleaning out.

It is a yellow
color and embossed
with the words
“Brown’s, Celebrated
Indian Herb Bitters.”
How old is it? I paid
$25 and wonder if it
could be worth more?

W.L. - Goshen,
IN

A. If it isn’t one
of the many repro-
ductions made over
the years, you have
an example of Amer-
ican bottle history. It
was originally made
between 1867 and
1880.

Figural bottles
such as yours, if
made before 1900,
will have a mold
seam running to the
lip. Repros will have
a seam running
through it. If yours is
authentic it could sell
at a bottle auction for
more than $1,000.
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Antique Detective

Wheat Ridge

Antiques, Collectibles, Vintage

Primitives, Home Decor, Furniture

Toys, Books, Music and More
(We buy old toys!)

Over 25 Great Dealers

Space Available

7341 W. 44th Ave., Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
1 Block East of Wadsworth on 44th Avenue

303-993-3868
OPEN: Monday - Saturday 10-5

Picking Political Collectibles Winners

antique detective Q & a, Ceramics to Figural Bottles
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720-627-6414

Castle Rock

Subcriptions

Subscribe to the Collector

1 year  (12 issues) $18.00
2 years (24 issues) $32.00
3 years (36 issues) $45.00

Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Return to:  Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Box 1003, Bailey, CO  80421-1003

Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.
Outside North America $70.00 per year. 

No refunds.

Make check payable to Spree Enterprises.

Collectibles

By Michael Remas

A crossover, SuV or minivan might fill the bill today but when
motorists as far back as the 1920s needed a utilitarian-type vehicle they
turned to the station wagon.

Now much sought-after by vintage-car collectors, “wagons” once
were often junked as they approached the end of their useful days, un-
like various other vehicles, which found their way into preservation by
individual collectors and museums.

yes, we'd all like to find a long, sleek vintage model wagon that's
not about to rust away and requires little costly restoring, but that's a
dream that quickly runs out of gas. Older wagons just aren't in abun-
dance and although those stories about finding one in the proverbial
“old barn” are occasionally true, you'll usually have to pay a pretty
sum these days for an old Woody or Plymouth Suburban at an auction
house or car gathering.

But car hunters do get lucky at times. One of the latest “barn
finds” was the 1939 Ford Woody that sold for $47,300 at the Alderfer
Auction Company in Hatfield, PA, in 2009. One of the first wagons, a
1922 Ford Motel T Woody went for $9,900 at the same show.

Although the 1950s and '60s are considered the top decades of
wagon prominence, automotive historians state that station wagons got
their start in the '20s and were termed "depot hacks," since they were
used at railroad depots (stations) as taxicabs (hacks). The rear of the
vehicle, likely a Model T Ford, was changed to store baggage via a
wood wagon body put on the chassis.

Most folks traveled by train back then, so a vehicle big enough
to haul people and luggage was fitting.

PRODUCTION BEGINS

The need for these "carryalls," as they were also called, led to the
initial "production" wagon, the 1923 Star, built on a standard sedan
chassis by Star Automotive Co. The Petersen Automotive Museum of
Los Angeles states that Star produced the first Woody that year.

Although still in small numbers, station wagons soon began to
flow from the hundreds of u.S. carmakers. Ford put out a Model A
wagon in 1929 with aid from outside suppliers. Dodge introduced a
Series DH Six Woody in 1931, Ford built its own wagon in 1947 and
Pontiac that year produced its Deluxe Six series featuring a wagon.

Dodge-Plymouth issued its Westchester Suburban in 1933 and in
1938 featured its P6 Westchester Suburban, termed the first wagon that
was not a commercial truck but was classified as an automobile.

The Special Deluxe rolled out by Chevrolet in 1940 was its first
Woody, and in 1941 Ford's DeLuxe V8 Woody reportedly became the
first factory-made model to surpass the $1,000 asking price. That year
also saw output of the very first Chrysler Town and Country Wagon,
the same term being applied today to Chrysler vans.

It wouldn't be long, however, before the sharp-looking, chrome-
laden wagons that millions came to love would be hitting the streets
with hardtop fashion, big rear ends, V8 power and unique designs un-
seen in today's look-alike vehicles.

WAGON OUTPUT RISES

Car production rose after World War II and station wagons, which
had made up below one percent of sales in 1940, climbed slowly. Wag-
ons next totaled below 3 percent of production in 1950 but hit nearly
17 percent before the decade ended. In that span, Plymouth's wagon
was its top seller in 1958.

With families growing and on the move, four-door station wag-
ons became loaded with options and styling; advertising termed them
the "family vehicle of choice." Those choices included vacation and
camping trips, shopping, hauling, moving - you name it - as wagons
showed their versatility.

Real Woodies, however, were becoming extinct as the early 1950s
moved along. That scarceness probably had a lot to do with the
$148,500 paid for a '47 Chrysler Town & Country and the $44,600 for
a '51 Ford Woody 2-door a few years ago at a sale held by RM Auc-
tions. Similar prices have been paid for scores of Woodies at auctions
in recent years.

The 1953 Buick Roadmaster Estate Wagon is said to be the last
wagon with real wood on its outside. Bodies of entire steel had begun
as far back as 1935 with Chevy's first Suburban, followed in 1946 by
Willys, Crosley in 1947, the Plymouth Suburban in 1949 and a host of
others by 1951.

If buyers wanted a Woody look, they now had to take it in simu-
lated panels, an option which remained available into the 1990s.

Disappearing next, in the 1960s, were the full-size wagons that
once sported big fins, hardtops and extra chrome. A desire to own that
type of model brought $100,000 for a two-door '55 Chevy Nomad,
$97,000 for a '57 Chevy Nomad two-door custom, and $73 000 for a
'57 Pontiac Safari two-door custom wagon at Barren Jackson Co. auc-
tions in Scottsdale, Arizona.
MORE CHANGES

Creeping in during the '60s were a variety of tailgates and roof

panels, better drive trains, motors, transmissions and other components.
Before long, buyers had two more sizes to pick from. Arriving

with 1960 were compact wagons to answer the smaller versions com-
ing here from abroad. u.S. makers gave us the Chrysler Valiant and
Ford Comet and Falcon, Chevy the Corvair in 1961 and Chevy II the
next year. Then came the intermediates like the Chevy Chevelle and
Ford Fairlane, in 1964 and 1962, respectively, not too big, not too small.

That jumble lasted until the 1970s when exhaust emission and
gas efficiency controls toughened and the 1974 gasoline shortage hit
the country, cutting the popularity of the bigger wagons and erasing
most of them from production in favor of subcompact wagons and
smaller cars in general.

As the Chrysler minivan appeared in 1983 it quickly became the
new family vehicle of choice to compete with the smaller imported
wagons and the few full and intermediates still being made here, some
of them into the 1980s and 1990s.

These changes left little choice for station wagon collectors, many
of whom look back at the 1950s and 1960s as their top decades of
choice as they seek uniqueness, with perhaps a full-size model or two
from the early 1970s as somewhat desirable to collect.

So, should you see one of those older wagons at a car show, auc-
tion, parade or even in a photograph, let it sink in for a moment, for
you are viewing an icon that played a large part in the transportation of
millions of people in a growing and changing America for more than
five decades.

Station Wagons have a distinct Place in history

By Michael Remas

A crossover, SUV or minivan might fill the bill today
but when motorists as far back as the 1920s needed a util-
itarian-type vehicle they turned to the station wagon.

Now much sought-after by vintage-car collectors,
“wagons” once were often junked as they approached the
end of their useful days, unlike various other vehicles,
which found their way into preservation by individual col-
lectors and museums.

Yes, we'd all like to find a long, sleek vintage model
wagon that's not about to rust away and requires little cost-
ly restoring, but that's a dream that quickly runs out of gas.
Older wagons just aren't in abundance and although those
stories about finding one in the proverbial “old barn” are occa-
sionally true, you'll usually have to pay a pretty sum these days
for an old Woody or Plymouth Suburban at an auction house or
car gathering.

But car hunters do get lucky at times. One of the latest “barn
finds” was the 1939 Ford Woody that sold for $47,300 at the
Alderfer Auction Company in Hatfield, PA, last January. One of
the first wagons, a 1922 Ford Motel T Woody went for $9,900 at
the same show.

Although the 1950s and '60s are considered the top
decades of wagon prominence, automotive historians state
that station wagons got their start in the '20s and were termed
"depot hacks," since they were used at railroad depots (sta-
tions) as taxicabs (hacks). The rear of the vehicle, likely a
Model T Ford, was changed to store baggage via a wood
wagon body put on the chassis.

Most folks traveled by train back then, so a vehicle big

Eron Johnson Antiques
www.eronjohnsonantiques.com

LLii tt tt lleettoonn  AAnntt iiqquueess  &&  SSuucchh  
2677 W. Alamo Ave., Littleton

303-797-0326

Check calendar for
antique discussion

topics & times

Paulallen  Ant ique  Mall
4501 Wadsworth Blvd., Wheat Ridge

303-463-7796

By Mike Horine

Depression glass collectors will have a great oppor-
tunity to ask questions directly to two of the countries
best glass experts. Nationally known authors Barbara and
Jim Mauzy will be guests at the RockyMountain Depres-
sion Glass Society's (RMDGS) 36th annual glass and pot-
tery show in April of 2010.

The public is invited to come meet the Muazy's at
the show where they can ask questions about glass col-
lecting. It's really exciting to have the Muazy's at the 2010
show. I really enjoyed their book on rare Depression
Glass. It was mind boggling to see all of the really rare
glass; expertly photographed I might add, in their book.
The Mauzy's are also looking to photograph more rare
glass for their next book. They will be setting up a pho-
tograph booth at the show and they would like the public
to bring their rare glass to the show. They would like to
photograph it and possibly include it in their next book.
This would also be a prime opportunity to talk to them
about adding new glass patterns to their depression glass

book. In addition to photographing rare glass, the
Muazy's might be interested in photographing large col-
lections of certain patterns. This is a really wonderful op-
portunity for collectors to show off their glass collections.
Another great thing about the Muazy's books is the fact
they always give credit to the owners of the items being
shown in their books!

The next question is what constitutes a piece as being
rare? It could be a rare color, item, pattern, decoration,

shape or maybe something that has never been seen be-
fore! If you're not sure it's rare or unusual, bring it any-
way. You just might have something special.

There will be 4 Special Seminars by the Mauzy's
with the following dates/times:

Sat April 24 th 12:30 - There are No Glass Police
Sat April 24 th 3:00 - Is It 30's or 50's?
Sun April 25 th 12:00 - Going Green with Pyrex

Station Wagons Have
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Jefferson County Fairgrounds
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By Robert Reed

The latest book on distinguished Red Wing Stoneware is an
impressive one. Red Wing Stoneware Encyclopedia by Dan De
Pasquale and Larry Peterson offers an amazing array of products
from one of America’s finest stoneware manufacturers. 

Hundreds and hundreds of items are colorfully illustrated
along with current values. Red Wing is understandably highly
collectible and some of the prices clearly reflect it from the plain
salt glaze churns in the one gallon size listing at $250 to $350,
to the Red Wing Success Filter complete with black stamp and
original list at $1,300 to $1,400.

As the authors point out the upper Midwest has long been
a "Mecca for early stoneware production." Early utilitarian
wares were typically the work of smaller potters, which were
eventually surpassed by two larger companies—the Western
Stoneware Company and the Red Wing Stoneware Company.
The second firm is the clear focus of the book.

True to its title the volume presents an extensive selection
of this ‘Cadillac’ of stoneware makers. Specific selections of the
book include general stoneware, kitchen stoneware, and various
jugs.

Prolifically presented in the general stoneware chapter are
crocks, water coolers, churns, spittoons, chamber pots, and
chicken feeders among other items. The kitchen chapter turns to
bean pots, butter crocks, bowls, nappies, pitchers, mugs, pantry
jars, refrigerator jars, and other kitchen-related wares.

In the book’s introduction the authors make reference to
early stoneware collectors who were sometimes content with
any piece "as long as it was signed." They report now "new col-
lectors have done their homework and seem to target specific,
high quality items for their collection. For example, advertising
ware, salt glaze items, and rare hard to find items are hard to
find."

Red Wing Stoneware Encyclopedia by Dan De Pasquale
and Larry Peterson, hardcover, color illustrated, values, index,
224 pages, $29.95 plus shipping from Collector Books, 1-800-
626-5420.

Large Letter Postcards
At Last Getting Attention

At long last large letter postcards are getting the attention
they deserve. The impressive volume provides a sweeping look
at more than 2,300 colorful large letter greetings-related post-
cards of yesteryear. 

Clearly large letter greetings-type postcards were in use in
the United States by the early 1900s. However as the authors
point out a list of all the large letter postcards "could run into the
tens of thousands." Instead the book centers on the so-called
classic age from the early 1930s to the middle 1950s.

Chapters in the volume include 50 scarce large letter post-
cards, 50 graphically appealing large letter postcards, and man-
ufacturers. Still an additional section provides such postcards by
states along with current values.

Interestingly the authors indicate that many postcard man-
ufactur-
ers did
n o t
k e e p
the nec-
e s s a r y
records
to con-
s t r u c t
t h e i r
l i s t i n g
of hundreds of postcards. Instead, "it had to be done through
acquisition with some postcards taking years to obtain."

The co-authors have considerable experience in the post-
card field. Tenney is a long time buyer and seller of such large
letter postcards. Hilbert has collected postcards since early
childhood. Both authors are residents of Arizona. 
Large Letter Postcards: The Definitive Guide 1930s to 1950s by

Fred Tenney and Kevin Hilbert has 160 pages and 2,375 color
photographs. Hardcover, with index, the book is $39.99 plus
shipping from Schiffer Publishing, 4880 Lower Valley Rd.,
Atglen, PA 19310.

(Book reviews by Robert Reed, Antique and Collectible
News Service, PO Box 204,  Knightstown, IN 46148.)
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Sedalia

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstrations 
Weekends in January

115 East Main 719-372-6677

WANTED
WANTED: DUNCAN

PHYFE DROP LEAF

TABLE and four chairs,
mahogany twin bed
frame, sturdy oak rocking
chair, call 720-628-2311.
(12-14)

WANTED: OLD GUMBALL

PEANUT AND MATCH MA-

CHINES. Jeff, 303-775-3250
(1-15)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES

WANTED, 303-792-2450.
(5-15)

OLDER PAINTINGS in any
condition wanted for pur-
chase. 303-997-4860. (11-13)

FOR SALE
LARGE OCCUPIED JAPAN
COLLECTION FOR SALE.
For appointment to see,
call 303-919-3092 (1-14)

FOR SALE: LARGE
QUANTITY RHINESTONE
SCOTTIE DOG, GIRAFFE
and FROG pins. 20 years
old. Call 303-755-1880. (8-
14)

SHOW SUPPLIES: Fitted
black tablecloths for 6 x 8
ft. tables, black boards with
grid, mirrored supports for
multiple shelves, risers
with black crushed velvet
fabric. 303-530-7355. (12-
14)

FOR SALE: The Iron Gate
Antique Mall at 109 W.
Main St. in Florence Col-
orado is for sale. Sale
includes 8670 sq. ft. build-
ing and the business.
$345,000. Please call
Brandon Angel for more
details 719-240-6471.

SERVICES

C H I P S   A N D   P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain repairs,
pearl restringing. By appoint-
ment only, call Sari, 303-623-

4217 or email chipsand-
pieces @ yahoo. com

DEALERS
DEALER SPACES AVAIL-
ABLE Want to get into  the
Antiques business?  Want
to expand existing business?
Join Downtown Colorado
Springs’ Oldest & Largest
Award Winning Antique Mall.
Premium floor spaces &
cases available.  Friendly &
helpful staff.  Open Daily.
Stop by or call, 719-633-
6070.  Antique Gallery, 117
South Wahsatch Ave.

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to our
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

CLUBS
D O   Y O U   L O V E   A N -
TIQUES, Collectibles, Art
and History? Questers is
the Club for you! Contact:
OFWANTIQUES@gmail
.com, 970-226-4432.
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Always

Buying

Brighton

Complete Antique
Restoration Available

Full Line of
Antiques &
Collectibles

(1/2 Blk. No. of Bridge & Main)
Brighton, CO 80601

303-659-7516

24 North Main  

W A N T E D
WANTED: Older
style gas ranges,
1920s-50s ie Cham-
bers, O’Keeffe and
Merritt, others, no
electrics 303-779-
0073 (01-07)

WANTED: Antique Heating
and Cooking Stoves, or-
nate, 303-779-0073. (01-07)

WANTED: 
TOY AIRPLANES (TMD);
factory display models;
built up plastic models. Call
Walt, 970-204-0499 ( 1-10)

WANTED: PILLIN POT-
TERY, 303-477-3923. (5-10)

WANTED: MODEL AIR-
PLANES, kits, engines, race
cars. 303-422-0408 (12-07)

WANTED: OLD VENDING
MACHINES, gumball, pea-
nut, matches, cigarette and
etc. Call Jeff (303) 775-
3250. (11-09)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES
WANTED, 303-792-2450.
(4-10)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Antique secre-
tary box circa 1850—brass
bound teak—rare-excellent
condition—$2100, set of 2
vaseline glass candle hold-
ers—short, curled base—
$150, small oil lamp circa
1800—green with white flow-
ers—never used—$150,
Royal Copenhagen tea set—
open lace pattern—num-
bered—4 pieces—hard to
find, Many McCoy pieces—

mostly flower pots—vase—
bedside bowl and pitcher set,
lg, Antique Singer sewing
machine with case, Cut
glass, 303-838-3643. Email:
jgf3643@hotmail.com

FOR SALE: A.B. Dick 310
offset press, 111 plate
maker, Michael’s collator,
Schaefer cast iron wax
melter, manuals, misc parts.
$100.00 takes all. 719-647-
8867. Pueblo West. (12-09)

DOULTON’S BOWL/
PITCHER Fontainbleau
Burslem pitcher good condi-
tion O3068K bowl small
crack $1,000 OBO 303-659-
0748. (01/10)

DEALERS
R O C K Y M O U N T A I N
ANTIQUES IN LOVELAND
wants dealers w/toys, clocks,
watches, quality knives &
razors, tools, other neat stuff.
Low rent. 970-669-7440.

DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Serendipity Mercan-
tile, Longmont, Colorado.
large building, room for more
dealers. Great parking! Call
303-776-8511. 

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to or
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

RETAIL FOR LEASE, 1400
block South Broadway, 3
spaces, 1300 to 2500 square
feet, each with storage.
Betsy 303-777-0848, bc
tournier@aol.com (08/09) 

SERVICES
BUY OR SELL ANTIQUE
BUSINESS! Licensed bro-
ker to bring together buyers
and sellers. We package
trade names, inventory,
customer lists, Real Estate
leases and sales, and cre-
ative financing and ex-
changes. 303-913-3355
www.Traylorhomes.com
Business Opportunities

C H I P S A N D P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain
repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
Sari, 303-623-4217 or
email chipsandpieces @
yahoo.com

EXPERT silver and met-
als repairs restoration.
Appraisals for insurance.
720-939-9373, nat_mx6
@hotmail.com (3-07) Lyons

Spree Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 1003
Bailey, CO 80421

WESTERN
COLLECTIONS FOR

SALE
Metal horse statues, Roy
Rogers collection. Other

Western
stars items,

Dixie 
Premiums,
movie cow-

boy and
rodeo post
cards, sad-

dles, horses, etc. on
plates, ladies with horse

calendars, Tom Beecham
convas type prints 

in frames. 
Horses on scarves 

collection, horses on
hankies collection. West-
ern neckties collection.

More items too numerous
to mention. 

Serious inquiries only!

303-432-7223

Dan’s 
Painting,

Remodeling
Wallpaper Removal,

Dry Wall Repair, Water
Damage Repair
Acoustic/Ceiling 

Removal

303-922-0792

Advertise
in the Moun-
tain States
Collector.        

Reach the
t h o u s a n d s
of antique
c o l l e c t o r s
and afficionados that enjoy
this 37 year old newspaper
devoted to the collector and to
the antique buff. 

Call 303-674-1253 for more
information.

Get more
bang for your
buck!

Drop us a line. 
We’d love to hear from you.
Our address is: P.O. Box 1003

Bailey, CO 80421
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We take great
pride in being a

“great little town”
where you’re a

stranger only once!



By Robert Reed

What began as a courtship of stoneware in early days of
America became a full-fledged romance during the growing
years of the country. 

Stoneware, which had its origins in 16th century, be-
came a very practical and attractive earthenware in Eng-

land by the 17th century. 
Being highly-fired and treated with common salt in the

kiln process, the resulting stoneware was the next closest thing
to porcelain. The amazing pottery was strong enough to be
crafted in much thinner surfaces and yet was water-tight. 

Typically these utilitarian pieces were simply decorated
with a pointed tool which incised the pottery in a classical

manner. The 'indentions'
were then filled with cobalt
blue for accent. In some
cases however the piece was
not incised and the accom-
panying blue was simply
dabbed on the surface. 

As life in 18th century
America evolved stoneware
containers became very use-
ful and popular. Eventually
during the latter part of that
century, "every rural house-
hold was supplied with a va-
riety of stoneware crocks,
jugs, jars, milk pans and
churns," notes William
Ketchum, Jr. author of All-
American Folk Arts and
Crafts. 

And while only the
basic blue was available,
"the folk potter painted on
these vessels as though he
were working on the finest
artist's canvas. He bright-
ened the kitchen and pantry
with crocks, the surfaces of
which were covered with
flowers, birds," and even
fancier designs. 

Stoneware crafting was
done on a relatively limited
basis in the united States
until the American Revolu-
tion. In Philadelphia, Antho-
ny Duche claimed in 1730 to
have been making stoneware
"for several years past." In
Boston, Thomas Symmes
advertised in 1745 his inven-
tory of "blue and white store

ware of forty different kinds." 
In 1779 raiding British soldiers apparently destroyed the

stoneware pottery works owned and operated by General
James Morgan along the Cheesquake Creek in New Jersey.
Morgan eventually filed a claim for most of the loss, also men-
tioning, "1 kiln of Stoneware not burnt." 

Regions of New Jersey were among the best in the coun-
try at the time to find the right clay for forming stoneware.
With the right elements the operation itself became fairly
basic. 

"The early potter's dry clay, if washing was not neces-
sary, was coarsely crushed with a sledge hammer or in some
sort of simple mill," observes Georgeanna Greet in the refer-
ence American Stonewares, Art and craft of utilitarian Pot-
ters. "It was then mixed with water to make it the proper con-
sistency for throwing on the wheel, It was in a slightly soft
state about the consistency of bread dough." 

The simplicity of it all combined with the growing de-
mand for it all early in the 19th century, was a boon for Amer-
ican potters. 

The Congress of the united States passed a series of laws
in the early 1800s, including the Embargo Act of 1807, to
strictly limit trade with England. As a result imports dropped
to a fraction of what they had previously been, and American
potters were treated to a growing domestic market nearly free
of foreign imports. 
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Denver

ColfaxOn January
18, we observe
the birthday of
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. King
was the chief
spokesman for
n o n v i o l e n t
activism in the
civil rights move-
ment. He suc-
cessfully protest-
ed discrimination
in federal and
state laws. He
also recognized
the power of ser-
vice to strengthen
communities and
achieve common goals. 

In honor of King's memory, the National Martin
Luther King Day of Service was started by Pennsylva-
nia Senator Harris Wofford and Atlanta Congressman
John Lewis, who co-authored the King Holiday and
Service Act. The federal legislation was signed into

law by President Bill Clinton on August 23, 1994. 
The goal of the Act honoring King is to make the

holiday a day when people of all ages and backgrounds
come together to improve lives, bridge social barriers,
and move our nation closer to the "Beloved Communi-
ty" that King envisioned. 

Since its inception, participation in public service
projects has grown each year. 

In 2009, a record number of Americans honored
King and answered then president-elect Obama's call
to service by volunteering on the January 19 King Day
of Service. 

More than 13,000
service projects took
place across the country,
twice as many as in the
previous year. 

Americans made it
"a day on, not a day off"
by delivering meals,
refurbishing schools,
helping older people,
reading to children, sign-
ing up mentors, and
much more. 

Warman’s Handbags Field Guide by Abigail Ruther-
ford. Excellent vintage purse resource. More than 500
color illustrations and values. Softcover, index, 512
pages, $14.99 plus shipping from Krause Publications, 1-
800-258-0929.

Looking At European Frames: A Guide To Terms,
Styles, and Techniques by D. Gene Karraker. Fascinat-
ing and focused coverage, over 200 entries. Softcover,
color illustrated with objects from the J. Paul Getty Muse-
um, 88 pages, $18.95 plus shipping from Oxford Univer-
sity Press.

Baldwin Locomotives. Hundreds of detailed etchings of
historic locomotives produced by the Baldwin Locomo-
tive Works which began operations in 1831. Quality edi-
tion included descriptions of locomotives, components,
and construction. Hardcover, 328 pages, $39.99 plus ship-
ping from Schiffer Publishing, 4880 Lower Valley Rd.,
Atglen, PA 19310.

1000 Comic Books You Must Read by Tony Isabella.
One grand journey through 70 years of amazing and
appealing American comic books. Chapters capture
decades, as in "the Fearful Fifties" and "the Swinging Six-
ties". The color illustrations and accompanying details are
terrific. Hardcover, index, 272 pages, $29.99 plus ship-
ping from Krause Publications, 1-800-258-0929.

Everyday Artifacts: America 1750-1850 by Anthony L.
Tafel. Revealing and rewarding look at the tools and other
possessions of Americans during an earlier era. More than
280 full color illustrations and descriptions are included
from dated anvils wood working planes. Softcover, 112
pages, $19.99 plus shipping from Schiffer Publishing,

4880 Lower Valley Rd., Atglen, PA 19310.

Standard Catalog of United States Paper Money, 28th
edition, edited by George Cuhaj with market analyst
William Brandimore. Essential guide with 1,300 color
images and more than 5,000 listings. A clear leader in the
field. Softcover, 436 pages, $29.99 plus shipping from
Krause Publications, 1-800-258-0929.

(Book reviews by Robert Reed, Antique and Collectible
News Service, PO Box 204, Knightstown, IN 46148.)
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King Day of Service Jan. 18
On January

18, we observe
the birthday of
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. King
was the chief
spokesman for
n o n v i o l e n t
activism in the
civil rights move-
ment. He suc-
cessfully protest-
ed discrimination
in federal and
state laws. He
also recognized
the power of ser-
vice to strengthen
communities and
achieve common goals. 

In honor of King's memory, the National Martin
Luther King Day of Service was started by Pennsylva-
nia Senator Harris Wofford and Atlanta Congressman
John Lewis, who co-authored the King Holiday and
Service Act. The federal legislation was signed into

law by President Bill Clinton on August 23, 1994. 
The goal of the Act honoring King is to make the

holiday a day when people of all ages and backgrounds
come together to improve lives, bridge social barriers,
and move our nation closer to the "Beloved Communi-
ty" that King envisioned. 

Since its inception, participation in public service
projects has grown each year. 

In 2009, a record number of Americans honored
King and answered then president-elect Obama's call
to service by volunteering on the January 19 King Day
of Service. 

More than 13,000
service projects took
place across the country,
twice as many as in the
previous year. 

Americans made it
"a day on, not a day off"
by delivering meals,
refurbishing schools,
helping older people,
reading to children, sign-
ing up mentors, and
much more. 

Warman’s Handbags Field Guide by Abigail Ruther-
ford. Excellent vintage purse resource. More than 500
color illustrations and values. Softcover, index, 512
pages, $14.99 plus shipping from Krause Publications, 1-
800-258-0929.

Looking At European Frames: A Guide To Terms,
Styles, and Techniques by D. Gene Karraker. Fascinat-
ing and focused coverage, over 200 entries. Softcover,
color illustrated with objects from the J. Paul Getty Muse-
um, 88 pages, $18.95 plus shipping from Oxford Univer-
sity Press.

Baldwin Locomotives. Hundreds of detailed etchings of
historic locomotives produced by the Baldwin Locomo-
tive Works which began operations in 1831. Quality edi-
tion included descriptions of locomotives, components,
and construction. Hardcover, 328 pages, $39.99 plus ship-
ping from Schiffer Publishing, 4880 Lower Valley Rd.,
Atglen, PA 19310.

1000 Comic Books You Must Read by Tony Isabella.
One grand journey through 70 years of amazing and
appealing American comic books. Chapters capture
decades, as in "the Fearful Fifties" and "the Swinging Six-
ties". The color illustrations and accompanying details are
terrific. Hardcover, index, 272 pages, $29.99 plus ship-
ping from Krause Publications, 1-800-258-0929.

Everyday Artifacts: America 1750-1850 by Anthony L.
Tafel. Revealing and rewarding look at the tools and other
possessions of Americans during an earlier era. More than
280 full color illustrations and descriptions are included
from dated anvils wood working planes. Softcover, 112
pages, $19.99 plus shipping from Schiffer Publishing,

4880 Lower Valley Rd., Atglen, PA 19310.

Standard Catalog of United States Paper Money, 28th
edition, edited by George Cuhaj with market analyst
William Brandimore. Essential guide with 1,300 color
images and more than 5,000 listings. A clear leader in the
field. Softcover, 436 pages, $29.99 plus shipping from
Krause Publications, 1-800-258-0929.

(Book reviews by Robert Reed, Antique and Collectible
News Service, PO Box 204, Knightstown, IN 46148.)
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Stoneware

Continued on page 18

america’s romance With Stoneware
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stoneware. With the right elements the
operation itself became fairly basic. 

"The early potter's dry clay, if
washing was not necessary, was coarse-
ly crushed with a sledge hammer or in
some sort of simple mill," observes
Georgeanna Greet in the reference
American Stonewares, Art and craft of
Utilitarian Potters. "It was then mixed
with water to make it the proper con-
sistency for throwing on the wheel, It
was in a slightly soft state about the
consistency of bread dough." 

The simplicity of it all combined
with the growing demand for it all
early in the 19th century, was a boon
for American potters. 

The Congress of the United States
passed a series of laws in the early
1800s, including the Embargo Act of
1807, to strictly limit trade with England. As a result
imports dropped to a fraction of what they had previ-
ously been, and American potters were treated to a
growing domestic market nearly free of foreign imports. 

During this enlightened period some potters were
known of have signed their stoneware works. Among
them Xeres Price who stamped XP on his jars, and Peter
Cross who simply wrote P. Cross. Accounts say Paul
Cushman was crafting both redware and stoneware on a
hill described as "a half mile west of Albany Gaol" in
New York about the time of the War of 1812. Mean-
while, the diary of Hiram Harwood pointed out Captain
John Norton was making "ware of both kinds, stone and
clay" in 1815. 

Interestingly enough stoneware potters could be
found as far west as Ohio in the 1820s, and within the
next 20 years at least 50 such craftsmen were said be
operating in that region of the country. Clays from the
basin of the Ohio River were reported to be even richer
and in better supply than earlier sites in New Jersey and

other eastern areas. 
By the middle of the 19th century there were entire,

factories producing fine and enduring Stoneware. 
Americans used jugs for everything from cider to

vinegar. They also adopted stoneware crocks for dairy
products, pots and bowls for mixing and cooking, and
even as water coolers. Colors for the stoneware generally
remained in the range of gray-white to medium brown,
but there were some variations. Sizes, like uses, also var-
ied greatly. Frequently they ranged for a mere half-gallon
container to those holding 20 gallons. Larger sizes were
typically more common to the marketplace. 

There was a gradual increase in the use of decoratives
such as birds and animals, and flowers. Borders including
beading, as wells as leaves and fruit. More and more pot-
ters added names or identifying numbers. Sometimes the
location of production was stamped on the stoneware, and
in some cases the name of the
dealer (instead of the maker)
was stamped on an individual
item. 

Stenciled designs were
particularly prevalent during
the second half of the 19th
century. Eagles were especial-
ly popular with Midwestern
potters.

However it was the crafts-
man own personal mark
which may have added the
most in the long term. Some-
times the entire name and fac-
tory address was used. Today,
"the inscription not only adds
to the attractiveness of the
piece," offers Katharine Mc-

Clinton in Antique Collecting for
Everyone, "but it also helps locate Pot-
teries and thus gives the piece historic
value." 

Production and marketing of
stoneware pieces remained wide-
spread in United States during the
1880s and 1890s. 

In 1895 the Montgomery Ward
and Company offered a selection of
stoneware that included churns rang-
ing in capacity from two to eight gal-
lons. The largest size retailed at $1.75
cents. The catalog also listed
stoneware pots "for cooking cereals of
any kind, such as oatmeal or cracked
wheat. It has no equal for boiling
bread and milk." Also offered were
light brown stoneware butter jars, and
stoneware water coolers with cover
and wooden faucet. 

Production of stoneware contin-
ued into the 20th century with one government report
for 1900 putting commercial yield of such wares at near
$2 million dollars. A turn-of-the-century figure that was
nearly four times the market level of redware. 

Today collectors look for pieces in excellent condi-
tion with appealing bird and flower decorations. Au-
thentic stoneware with other decorative images such as
animals and ships is considered rare. 

Besides decorations, coloring, shape, and propor-
tions can add to the collectibility of stoneware items.
Perfectly preserved pieces with the mark of early pot-
ters are highly desired and bring top prices at leading
auction galleries. 

Recommended reading: American Stonewares, Art
and Craft of Utilitarian Potters by Georgenna Greer
(Schiffer Publishing). 

Pottery Feature

America's Romance With Stoneware 
Continued from page 1
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By Robert Reed

What began as a courtship of stoneware in early
days of America became a full-fledged romance during
the growing years of the country. 

Stoneware, which had its origins in 16th century,
became a very practical and attractive earthenware in
England by the 17th century. 

Being highly-fired and treated with common salt in
the kiln process, the resulting stoneware was the next
closest thing to porcelain. The amazing pottery was
strong enough to be crafted in much thinner surfaces and
yet was water-tight. 

Typically these utilitarian pieces were simply deco-
rated with a pointed tool which incised the pottery in a
classical manner. The 'indentions' were then filled with
cobalt blue for accent. In some cases however the piece
was not incised and the accompanying blue was simply
dabbed on the surface. 

As life in 18th century America evolved stoneware
containers became very useful and popular. Eventually

during the latter part of that century, "every rural house-
hold was supplied with a variety of stoneware crocks, jugs,
jars, milk pans and churns," notes William Ketchum, Jr.
author of All-American Folk Arts and Crafts. 

And while only the basic blue was available, "the folk
potter painted on these vessels as though he were work-
ing on the finest artist's canvas. He brightened the kitchen
and pantry with crocks, the surfaces of which were cov-
ered with flowers, birds," and even fancier designs. 

Stoneware crafting was done on a relatively limited
basis in the United States until the American Revolution.
In Philadelphia, Anthony Duche claimed in 1730 to have
been making stoneware "for several Years past." In
Boston, Thomas Symmes advertised in 1745 his invento-
ry of "blue and white store ware of forty different kinds." 

In 1779 raiding British soldiers apparently destroyed
the stoneware pottery works owned and operated by Gen-
eral James Morgan along the Cheesquake Creek in New
Jersey. Morgan eventually filed a claim for most of the
loss, also mentioning, "1 kiln of Stoneware not burnt." 

Regions of New Jersey were among the best in the
country at the time to find the right clay for forming

Valentine's Day Artist 
Charles Twelvetrees

By Roy Nuhn 

During the course of the 20th century many artists created Valen-
tine's Day designs for greeting cards, postcards, magazine covers, and
other ephemera. Probably none, though, concentrated more on the
Valentine's Day theme than did Charles Twelvetrees. 

He has always remained somewhat of a shadowy figure about
whom we know little. While certainly not one of the more famous il-
lustrators of his day, he was good enough to earn his livelihood from
his pen and his work was well enough received to keep him busy. 

In analyzing the career and life of C. Twelvetrees, we may be talk-
ing about two men - father and son. We do not know which Twelve-
trees is our postcard artist or the illustrator of later works. In all proba-
bility, Charles H. did the postcards and the early work, and Charles R.
the later magazine and greeting card assignments. Or, perhaps, they
worked as a team during many of those years. 

Charles R. Twelvetrees was born in New York City in 1888. His
father was Charles H. Twelvetrees. A Mrs. Twelvetrees died in 1902.
As a struggling freelance artist, in the early years of the 20th century,
he (C. Twelvetrees or C.T., the two signatures we see on all the post-
cards - though, many are unsigned) was drawn to the low paying world
of postcard illustrating. A study of the cards he did depicts a picture of
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America's Romance With Stoneware 

Mechanical style valentine by Twelvetrees, but does not
bear his name. Tilt the little girl's head and a bird pops
into view (pre-1914, anonymous publisher). 

Continued on page 7
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Feb. 14 & 15

35rd Annual Glass & Pottery Show & Sale
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April 25 & 26
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During this enlightened period some potters were known
of have signed their stoneware works. Among them Xeres
Price who stamped XP on his jars, and Peter Cross who sim-
ply wrote P. Cross. Accounts say Paul Cushman was crafting
both redware and stoneware on a hill described as "a half mile
west of Albany Gaol" in New york about the time of the War
of 1812. Meanwhile, the diary of Hiram Harwood pointed out
Captain John Norton was making "ware of both kinds, stone
and clay" in 1815. 

Interestingly enough stoneware potters could be found
as far west as Ohio in the 1820s, and within the next 20 years
at least 50 such craftsmen were said be operating in that re-
gion of the country. Clays from the basin of the Ohio River
were reported to be even richer and in better supply than ear-
lier sites in New Jersey and other eastern areas. 

By the middle of the 19th century there were entire, fac-
tories producing fine and enduring Stoneware. 

Americans used jugs for everything from cider to vine-
gar. They also adopted stoneware crocks for dairy products,
pots and bowls for mixing and cooking, and even as water
coolers. Colors for the stoneware generally remained in the
range of gray-white to medium brown, but there were some
variations. Sizes, like uses, also varied greatly. Frequently they
ranged for a mere half-gallon container to those holding 20
gallons. Larger sizes were typically more common to the mar-
ketplace. 

There was a gradual increase in the use of decoratives
such as birds and animals, and flowers. Borders including
beading, as wells as leaves and fruit. More and more potters
added names or identifying numbers. Sometimes the location
of production was stamped on the stoneware, and in some
cases the name of the dealer (instead of the maker) was
stamped on an individual item. 

Stenciled designs were particularly prevalent during the
second half of the 19th century. Eagles were especially popu-
lar with Midwestern potters. 

However it was the craftsman own personal mark which
may have added the most in the long term. Sometimes the
entire name and factory address was used. Today, "the in-
scription not only adds to the attractiveness of the piece," of-
fers Katharine McClinton in Antique Collecting for Every-
one, "but it also helps locate Potteries and thus gives the piece
historic value." 

Production and marketing of stoneware pieces remained
widespread in united States during the 1880s and 1890s. 

In 1895 the Montgomery Ward and Company offered a
selection of stoneware that included churns ranging in capac-
ity from two to eight gallons. The largest size retailed at $1.75
cents. The catalog also listed stoneware pots "for cooking ce-

reals of any kind, such as oatmeal or cracked wheat. It has no
equal for boiling bread and milk." Also offered were light
brown stoneware butter jars, and stoneware water coolers with
cover and wooden faucet. 

Production of stoneware continued into the 20th century
with one government report for 1900 putting commercial yield
of such wares at near $2 million dollars. A turn-of-the-centu-
ry figure that was nearly four times the market level of red-
ware. 

Today collectors look for pieces in excellent condition

with appealing bird and flower decorations. Authentic
stoneware with other decorative images such as animals and
ships is considered rare. 

Besides decorations, coloring, shape, and proportions can
add to the collectibility of stoneware items. Perfectly pre-
served pieces with the mark of early potters are highly desired
and bring top prices at leading auction galleries. 

Recommended reading: American Stonewares, Art and
Craft of utilitarian Potters by Georgenna Greer (Schiffer Pub-
lishing). 
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stoneware. With the right elements theoperation itself became fairly basic. 
"The early potter's dry clay, ifwashing was not necessary, was coarse-ly crushed with a sledge hammer or insome sort of simple mill," observesGeorgeanna Greet in the referenceAmerican Stonewares, Art and craft ofUtilitarian Potters. "It was then mixedwith water to make it the proper con-sistency for throwing on the wheel, Itwas in a slightly soft state about theconsistency of bread dough." 

The simplicity of it all combinedwith the growing demand for it allearly in the 19th century, was a boonfor American potters. 
The Congress of the United Statespassed a series of laws in the early1800s, including the Embargo Act of1807, to strictly limit trade with England. As a resultimports dropped to a fraction of what they had previ-ously been, and American potters were treated to agrowing domestic market nearly free of foreign imports. During this enlightened period some potters wereknown of have signed their stoneware works. Amongthem Xeres Price who stamped XP on his jars, and PeterCross who simply wrote P. Cross. Accounts say PaulCushman was crafting both redware and stoneware on ahill described as "a half mile west of Albany Gaol" inNew York about the time of the War of 1812. Mean-while, the diary of Hiram Harwood pointed out CaptainJohn Norton was making "ware of both kinds, stone andclay" in 1815. 

Interestingly enough stoneware potters could befound as far west as Ohio in the 1820s, and within thenext 20 years at least 50 such craftsmen were said beoperating in that region of the country. Clays from thebasin of the Ohio River were reported to be even richerand in better supply than earlier sites in New Jersey and

other eastern areas. 
By the middle of the 19th century there were entire,factories producing fine and enduring Stoneware. Americans used jugs for everything from cider tovinegar. They also adopted stoneware crocks for dairyproducts, pots and bowls for mixing and cooking, andeven as water coolers. Colors for the stoneware generallyremained in the range of gray-white to medium brown,but there were some variations. Sizes, like uses, also var-ied greatly. Frequently they ranged for a mere half-galloncontainer to those holding 20 gallons. Larger sizes weretypically more common to the marketplace. There was a gradual increase in the use of decorativessuch as birds and animals, and flowers. Borders includingbeading, as wells as leaves and fruit. More and more pot-ters added names or identifying numbers. Sometimes thelocation of production was stamped on the stoneware, andin some cases the name of the

dealer (instead of the maker)
was stamped on an individual
item. 

Stenciled designs were
particularly prevalent during
the second half of the 19th
century. Eagles were especial-
ly popular with Midwestern
potters.

However it was the crafts-
man own personal mark
which may have added the
most in the long term. Some-
times the entire name and fac-
tory address was used. Today,
"the inscription not only adds
to the attractiveness of the
piece," offers Katharine Mc-

Clinton in Antique Collecting forEveryone, "but it also helps locate Pot-teries and thus gives the piece historicvalue." 
Production and marketing ofstoneware pieces remained wide-spread in United States during the1880s and 1890s. 
In 1895 the Montgomery Wardand Company offered a selection ofstoneware that included churns rang-ing in capacity from two to eight gal-lons. The largest size retailed at $1.75cents. The catalog also listedstoneware pots "for cooking cereals ofany kind, such as oatmeal or crackedwheat. It has no equal for boilingbread and milk." Also offered werelight brown stoneware butter jars, andstoneware water coolers with coverand wooden faucet. 

Production of stoneware contin-ued into the 20th century with one government reportfor 1900 putting commercial yield of such wares at near$2 million dollars. A turn-of-the-century figure that wasnearly four times the market level of redware. Today collectors look for pieces in excellent condi-tion with appealing bird and flower decorations. Au-thentic stoneware with other decorative images such asanimals and ships is considered rare. 
Besides decorations, coloring, shape, and propor-tions can add to the collectibility of stoneware items.Perfectly preserved pieces with the mark of early pot-ters are highly desired and bring top prices at leadingauction galleries. 
Recommended reading: American Stonewares, Artand Craft of Utilitarian Potters by Georgenna Greer(Schiffer Publishing). 
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Littleton
Subscribe to the

Collector
1 year (12 issues) $18.00
2 years (24 issues) $32.00
3 years (36 issues) $45.00
Name:
Address:
City:
State: Zip:

Return to: 
Spree Enterprises, Inc.

Box 1003, 
Bailey, CO  80421-1003

Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.Outside North America $70.00 per year. 
No refunds.

Make check payable to Spree Publishing.

Denver

Starr Antiques
Featuring Colonial and Federal Period furni-

ture and accessories.

Discover how accenting with a fine piece, big

or small, can give your home that extra panache:

The sophisticated design of Folk Art, the "hand"

in stoneware jugs, the patience of quilts, porce-

lain that traveled 2,000 miles from China 200

years ago, handmade furniture from craftsmen

with decades of apprenticeship, silver candle-

sticks from Colonial America, portraits as the

keepers of memory.

Consignment of select pieces, 

whether from individuals or estates, are welcome.

Open Tuesday-Saturday, 10a.m.-5p.m. 

(303) 399-4537

starrantiques.com

2930 E. 6th Avenue, Denver, Colorado  80206

Antiques & Decorative Accessories
Original Art, Vintage, Lighting, Crystal  & Silver

Hand-painted Furniture, Rugs

Keenesburg — Antique Capitol of weld County
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By Anne Gilbert

Q. I remember my grandmother keeping jewelry in
this box when I was a child. It has a raised leaf design sur-
round a circular portrait of a woman. On the bottom is a an
oval shaped design with a B & W in the center. It is some
kind of metal, possibly brass or copper. What can you tell
me about it?

K.C. -Shawnee, KS
A. From your photo you appear to have a Victorian,

cast metal glove box with a celluloid cameo. They were
popular from the 1890s to around 1910. Similar examples
can sell in shops for several hundred dollars.

Q. My mother-in law gave me a Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs rug she got in the 1930s. It was made in
Italy. Any idea of value ?
H.P.-

A. Prices vary, but it could sell for over $200.
Q. What can you tell me about the Czechoslovakian

tea set with Spanish marks? On the bottom it says "Fabri-
cada en Alp Choslovagia."

M.
A. Czechoslovakian tea sets and other pieces made of

porcelain and semi-porcelain were exported to many coun-
tries, including Spain, which explains the markings on
your tea set.

Q. I bought this colorful Oriental plate in a Florida
thrift shop. It is 18 inches in diameter and has no marks. I
paid $25. How old is it ? Where was it made ? Did I pay
too much ?

H.C. - Pompano Beach, FL
A. You have a collector’s eye and have discovered a

mid-19th century Japanese Imari charger. Made in the
Japanese town of Arita beginning in the 17th Century, it
was named for the port of Imari-the place from where it
was shipped. The designs of textiles, chrysanthemums and
landscapes were enclosed in panels. It became so popular
that by the 18th century the Chinese copied it. So did Eng-

lish potters such as Derby, Bow, Worcester and Chelsea.
Yours could fetch $900 or more at auction.

Q. I found this painted spice bin in an antiques shop
years ago. The dealer told me it was called "tole" I have
since used it as a decorative object in my kitchen. Now I
would like to know about its history and value.

M.B.T. - Las Vegas, NV
A. Your 19th century spice bin is known as "tole" —

basically it is painted tin-ware. Regardless of how it was
finished it can be called "painted tin," "tole" or
"Japanned." In Colonial America, painted tin was import-
ed from England. By 1750, American peddlers were trav-
eling from town to town selling it. From 1790 to 1870 it
was advertised as "Japanned-ware." In good condition
yours could sell for more than $800 at auction.

Antique Detective

Antique Detective Q & A

Keenesburg

http://www.a-step-back.com

AA Step Back Step Back 
In TIn Timeime

Loveland

Open 10-5 all winter.

Come See Us in 2010.A Step Back A Step Back 

in Timein Time
Antiques and 

Collectibles

30 So. Main Street

Keenesburg, CO

303-732-9257

Offering a wide range of

antiques from the mid

1800s to the 1950s

Open Monday-Saturday

10:00 to 5:00

Continued from page 17

america’s romance With Stoneware



We had one correct answer for our

December’s What Is It. Norman Thomp-

son of Louisville, Colorado correctly iden-

tified the object as an apple peeler or parer. 

The object to the left is an apple parer.

This particular one is a painted Pennsylvania

Dutch decorated 2-foot-long apple parer. It

is meant to be straddled. It includes the name

of Samuel Skann, who is probably the maker.

Congratulations, Norman. you have won

a year’s subscription to the Mountain States

Collector.
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Contest

January’s What is it?december’s What is it?

Send your answers to the What Is It con-
test, postmarked by January 20, to the

Mountain States Collector, P.O. Box 1003,
Bailey, CO 80421. 

Three winners will be drawn. Winners re-
ceive a year’s subscription to the Mountain

States Collector.

Advertise in 
the Mountain States

Collector.

Call Jon DeStefano at
720-276-2777. 
Or contact him
through his email: 
jondestef@gmail.com

Join our family 
of collectors and 
antiques dealers.
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Northglenn Loveland

Open 7 days a week 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

3816 W. Eisenhower Blvd.
Loveland / 970-669-7440

WWW.Rockymountain
antiques.net

Historic Longmont�!)*%(!���%$�#%$*

Mon.-Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5

Knute’s 
Antique & Furniture Restoration

• Quality Refinishing / Restoration
• Repairs / Spindle turning
• Veneer replacement 

We sell the restoration products that we use:
Lightning Strip Paint & Varnish Remover, General
Finishes water-based stain, sanding sealer and top-
coat, Antique Restorer’s Furniture Cleaner and
Lemon Oil Beeswax

13518 County Road #1, Longmont, CO 80504
Directions from I-25: exit #243 (Hwy 66) 

west 4 miles to County Rd #1, South 1/2 mile
Between 17th Ave & Hwy 66 on Rd #1

303-772-9693 
(Open by appointment)

cagreenman@msn.com             www.knutes.com
 

 

 

In Longmont,
Antiques are our specialty!

Just 30 minutes 
north of Denver
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Contests

Send your an-
swers to the What Is
It contest, post-
marked by Novem-
ber 20, to the Moun-
tain States Collector,
P.O. Box 1003, Bai-
ley, CO 80421.

Three winners
will be drawn from
correct entries re-
ceived. Winners will
receive a year’s sub-
scription to the
Mountain States
Collector.

November’s What Is It?

October’s What Is It?

Greeley

We had several cor-
rect answers to our Octo-
ber’s What Is It contest.
Yes, the item is a toast
holder or rack. This one is
silver-plated from Cu-
nard’s second Caronia,
launched in 1947, was
bought in 1974 for five
dollars at a shipboard sale
after the vessel’s retire-
ment.

Congratulations to
Starla Howe, Roggen,
Colorado; Lynn Kelly, Ft.
Collins, Colorado; Dottie
Unruh, Lakewood, Col-
orado; Bernice Ortiz,
Denver, Colorado; Ann
Moore, Georgetown, Col-
orado; Donna L. Bennett, Littleton, Colorado;
Anne Rowan, Boulder, Colorado; Leonard
McGinnity, Aurora, Colorado and Charles

Pheasant, Centennial, Colorado. You all have
won a year’s subscription to the Mountain
States Collector.

Subscribe to the Collector
1 year (12 issues) $18.00
2 years (24 issues) $32.00
3 years (36 issues) $45.00

Name:
Address:
City:
State: Zip:

Return to: Spree Enterprises, Inc.
Box 1003, Bailey, CO  80421-1003

Canada and Mexico $35.00 per year.
Outside North America $70.00 per year. 

No refunds.
Make check payable to Spree Publishing.

It has been eight long years since the last
edition Kitchen Glass of the Depression
Years by Cathy and Gene Florence last
appeared. Now it sparkles in its newest sev-
enth edition.

"Availability of older kitchenware, or the
lack thereof, has been the primary concern,"
note the author couple. Choice items for new
pictures have been few and far between. This
seventh book is a compilation of items from
earlier books so that, now, over 5,000 pieces
of kitchenware are included in priced."

The selection is vast from butter dishes
and coffee pots to syrup pitchers and water
bottles. The colors are a rainbow as well from
glittering amber to green and from gleaming
pink to yellow.

The authors also offer some sound cov-
erage regarding condition of those kitchen
treasures of long ago.

"A price range has been given for
kitchenware items to allow for some ware
and a little roughness that is normally not
acceptable in collecting other forms of glass,"
they note in the book’s introduction.
"Remember, these were utilitarian items and
most were in use for years; 
therefore, most kitchenware collectors will
tolerate some evidence of use. This does not
mean cracks, chips, or chunks are accept-
able."

Kitchen Glassware of the Depression
Years, 7th edition, by Cathy and Gene Flo-
rence, hard cover, color illustrated, 272 pages
is $24.95 plus shipping from Collector
Books, 1-800-626-5420.

Character And
Toby Jugs

Book’s Cover-
age Sweeping

There are really about 1,600 reasons to
find an interest in the newly released book, A
Century of Royal Doulton Character and
Toby Jugs.

The 1,600 figure represents the illustra-
tions of these delightful jugs from Aladdin’s
Genie to Dr. Zhivago and from Louis Arm-
strong to John Wayne. The photographs are
supplemented with remarkable coverage
which even includes many never before seen
prototype jugs.

This substantial volume provides a fasci-
nating array of character of jugs and sweep-
ing alphabetical order. There is a large color
photograph of each character in all of its
sizes. Among them: Albert Einstein, Annie
Oakley, Clark Gable, Frankenstein’s Mon-
ster, General Custer, Groucho Marx, Orville
Wright, William Shakespeare, and Sherlock
Holmes.

In this quality book’s introduction

Louise Irvine explains that, "strictly speaking,
a toby jug features a full or standing figure.
However, since ancient times, potters have
made jugs in the form of human faces. These
‘face jugs’ were given the name character
jugs by Royal Doulton and this pottery set the
standard for the revival of figurative jugs in
the 20th century."

Further the book also includes Royal
Doulton offerings of ash pots, banks, book-
ends, busts, candle snuffers, napkin rings, tea
pots, whiskey decanters, and related items.

Major authors of the volume are Stephen
Mullins and David Fastenau. Mullins has
been collection Royal Doulton character jugs
for more than 60 years. Today his collection
numbers 6,500 items from around the world.
Fastenau’s interest in collecting character and
toby jugs meanwhile began when he inherit-
ed a small collection of Royal Doulton jugs
from his grandmother.

A Century of Royal Doulton Character
and Toby Jugs by Stephen Mullins and David
Fastenau, hardcover, 464 pages, 1,650 illus-
trations, is $125 plus shipping from Schiffer
Publishing, 4880 Lower Valley Rd., Atglen,
PA 19310.

(Book reviews by Robert Reed, Antique
and Collectible News Service, PO Box 204,
Knightstown, IN 46148.)

Looking Like What You Collect Contest
Here are the answers to last month’s puzzles:

Blonde woman = Mannequin second down on right
Double Photo = Woman in photo matches up with wide-eyed doll, third down on right,
Man, who is Nancy Johnson’s Dad, matches up with the cigar store Indian, at top on left
Grey headed lady = white statue, fourth down on right and
Younger bald headed man = Boy almost bald headed, fifth down on right. The bottom left
photo is Nancy Johnson, Collectors’ Extravaganza Show owner.

We had several guesses. The two who had the most right were Ann Abbott of Den-
ver, Colorado and Starla Howe of Roggen, Colorado. We will give Nancy Johnson your
names and addresses and she will be sure to provide you both with a $50 gift certificate
to be used at her Jan. 2-4 Collectors’ Extravaganza Show to be held at Wings Over the
Rockies in Denver, Colorado. To contact Nancy Johnson call 303-595-0812 or go to
antiquesatwings.com

Congratulations and thank you, Nancy Johnson, for a great idea.

Book Reviews
Kitchen Glassware Book

Sparkles in Seventh Edition
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