
After the presents are unwrapped, Auld Lang Syne is sung, and more than one foot-
ball game is watched, it is time to go antiquing! What better place than a historic air-
plane hangar. The annual ANTIQUES AT WINGS runs January 2-3-4, 2015, at Wings
Over The Rockies (Air & Space Museum) in Denver.

Held in Hangar 1 of the former Lowry Air Force Base, ANTIQUES AT WINGS
showcases traditional antiques, vintage material, and the buzz word of the day, “retro”.
Dealers from throughout the Midwest and intermountain west join Colorado’s top spe-
cialty Dealers for the three day event. The BOOK & PAPER WING returns in 2015, with
antiquarian and modern books, postcards, posters and maps.

Displays are set against the backdrop of air and space craft from the past, present
and future. Imagine browsing at a selection of vintage luggage, turn around and you’re
looking into the cockpit of the single seat World War II Spitfire. Suddenly your mind is
in 1942 London! Mannequins attired in vintage clothing flirt with a life size statute of
Colorado’s astronaut, Jack Swigert.

Admission to ANTIQUES AT WINGS includes admission to the Air & Space Mu-
seum, a combined $18 value for just $8. Bring a Valentine addressed to a Veteran and re-
ceive $2 off the regular admission. Nancy Johnson Events, who has established GiveA
VetAValentine.net is partnering with Rick Crandall of KEZW Radio in his annual Valen-

Willowstone Marketplace
2150 West Garden of the Gods Rd. 

Colorado Springs

January 2-4
at Wings Over Rockies, Denver

Eron Johnson Antiques
www.eronjohnsonantiques.com

389 So. Lipan St. Denver, 303-777-8700

  

       
           

       
     
        

        
        
  

          
          

           
        
          

           
           
 

            
           

         
           
  

        
      

           
         

          
         
     

          

          
    

  
 
  

  
    

  

       
         

       
        
        
     

         
         

          
        
           
        

        
           

          
           

         
          
        

       
       

         
        

         
          

   
         

         

         
           
      

        
   

          
          
         

  
 

 
 

 
 

  

   

  
 

 
  

 
  

   

    

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

   
  

   

    
   

  

   

    

Rue de Noel — 
A Paris Street  Market
December 5 & 6

Aspen Grove, Littleton, Colorado

Check calendar for
antique discussion

topics & times

Ragtime Annies
4501 Wadsworth Blvd., Wheat Ridge

Happy Holidays!P
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Heirlooms Antique Mall
1947 S. Havana, Aurora, CO

303-337-6880

Stop by on your way up or back from the slopes!

Ski Country Antiques & Home Decor
I-70 Floyd Hill, exit West on Frontage Road
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Nona’s Attic
2699 W. Main St. 

Littleton, Colorado
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Charlotte’s Rustic Rose
5654 A Prince St., Littleton, CO 

303-588-3455

Heirlooms Antique Mall
1947 S. Havana, Aurora, CO

303-337-6880
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ESTABLISHED IN 1972 Volume 37, Number 2

DEVOTED TO ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, 
FURNITURE, ART AND DESIGN.

FEBRUARY 2009
ESTABLISHED IN 1972 Volume 38, Number 2

DEVOTED TO ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, 
FURNITURE, ART AND DESIGN.

FEBRUARY 2010
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Ski Country 

Holiday Ready
Page 9Page 9

DECEmbEr 2014

EStAbliShED in 1972 Volume 42, number 12

Antiques Detective Q & A
Page 17Page 17

By Roy Nuhn

Greatly treasured by today's collectors are the many wonderful
paper dolls of the last 150 years. Of all the types available, paper dolls
from magazines and newspapers rank among the favorites. Enthusi-
asm, however, is strongest for Christmas and Santa Claus themes
from the printed pages of such popular periodicals as Good House-
keeping, Woman's Home Companion and Pictorial Review. 

December issues of these and other mass circulation publica-
tions almost always had Yuletide features on their paper doll pages
that were eagerly awaited by the children of subscribing households. 

Early on, publishers discovered that Christmas paper dolls helped
increase sales, so they always had their illustrators, most of them free-
lancers like Grace Drayton and Sheila Young, celebrate the holiday
season in some special way. 

The first American magazine to offer a paper doll within its pages
was the November 1859 issue of Godey's Lady's Book. Some histo-
rians, however, claim the honor for an 1843 Miss Leslie's Magazine.
The Godey's paper doll series consisted of six boys and six girls, each
with clothing depicting the latest fashions for children. 

Intermittently over the next 40 years or so, a small number of
magazines included a paper doll page. Use of such attractions in Vic-
torian publications did not bring much success, and it wasn't until the
turn of the 20th century that paper doll magazine sheets became pop-
ular and abundant. For approximately three to four decades, the mag-

azines of America became the major source of paper dolls of all kinds
as each publication strove to outdo the others. 

Pictorial Review ran its "Dolly Dingle" series for over 20 years,
ending it in 1933. Dolly was a lovable chubby, red-cheeked little girl

Christmas Paper Dolls Were Eagerly Awaited

Continued on page 7

Antiques at Wings Show Jan. 2-4, 2015 in Denver

Continued on page 19

Colorado Antique Gallery

Annual Holiday Sale

Thru January 4

Customer 

Appreciation

December 138964 E. Hampden Ave., Denver, Colorado

Everything In Its Place Desk — (Hands of Time, Fort Collins CO & Avenues Antiques

Cheyenne WY)  A modern version of the “Wooten Desk” this Swedish design piece is from the

1960s. It typifies the unusual pieces of furniture and accessories both dealers bring to Wings.
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coloradoantiquegallery.com

FOLLOW US

  

LIKE US

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

303-794-8100

coloradoantiquegallery.com     

 

Don’t know what to give?

UP to
50% 
OFF! 

 NOW THRU 
JANUARY 4

ANNUAL

HOLIDAY SALE
AN
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South Broadway

50 W . Arizona Avenue 
Denver, Colorado 80223 

303-744-6505

Antiques Estate Auction
Saturday, December 6, 11 a.m.

Watch on liveauctioneers.com

We are looking for Fine Antiques, Estates, Artwork, Rare Collections, Jewelry, Sterling Silver,
Stained Glass, Clocks, and Collectibles for 2015 Auctions. If you are considering selling, give us a
call. We will purchase outright or take consignments for Special Auctions. If you have individual
pieces or an entire estate, please call or email photos to Bruhnsauction @aol.com.

Antiques and Estates Wanted 
for Upcoming Auctions

Handel Parlor Lamp

Italian Marble Statue

Italian Marble Statue

F. Grayson Sayre, O/C

Pr. Serves Vases

Autumn Harmony, Striffolino, O/C

Reverse Painted G.W.T.W.

Railroad Depot Clock

J. Abbrescia
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8964 E. Hampden Ave., Denver

(303) 721-7992

Total makeover 
inside and out!

Hampton Street Antique Market 
has never looked so good!

Sales throughout store
up to 50% Off

Our annual 
customer appreciation and 
gem and jewelry show 

open house and buffet lunch 
December 13th.

Like us on Facebook

Hours:
Monday  -  Thursday:  10.00 - 6.00, Friday  -

Saturday:  10.00 - 7.00, Sunday:  12.00 - 5.00 



DEC. 3: TREENWARE Discussion led by Ski Rozanski at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadil-
lo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be interested in
doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

DEC. 5 & 6: RUE DE NOEL A PARIS STREET MARKET, 10am to 7 pm both days,
located at Aspen Grove, 7301 D. Santa Fe Drive, Littleton, Colorado. Call 303-877-9457
or visit aparisstreetmarket.com for more information.

DEC. 13: HAMPDEN STREET ANTIQUE MARKET CUSTOMER APPRECIA-

TION SALE and GEM AND JEWELRY SHOW, 8964 E. Hampden Ave., Denver,
Call 303-721-7992 for more information.

THROUGH DEC. 14: HEIRLOOMS ANTIQUE MALL is celebrating its 9th Anniver-
sary with a storewide sale. Located at 1947 S. Havana in Aurora, Colorado. Great place
for your holiday shopping. More info, call 303-337-6880.

DEC. 17: GREETING CARDS Discussion led by Cheryl Miller at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass
Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be inter-
ested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

THROUGH DEC. 31: ANTIQUE GALLERY of Colorado Springs’ ANNUAL HOLIDAY

SALE,  Find that perfect gift for everyone on your list, located at 117 So Wahsatch Ave., Col-
orado Springs, formerly at the Historic Ute 70 Theatre. Call 719-633-6070 for more info. 

THROUGH JAN. 4: COLORADO ANTIQUE GALLERY’S ANNUAL HOLIDAY

SALE, located at 5501 S. Broadway, Littleton, Colorado.  On Dec. 6 & 13, 10-Noon, KOOL
105’s Kevin McGowan and free burritos from Sam’s. For more info, call 303-794-8100.

Upcoming Shows & Events

JAN. 2-4, 2015: ANTIQUES AT WINGS ANTIQUES SHOW AND SALE to be held
at Wings Over the Rockies, Denver, real antiques, vintage, retro,  book and paper wing,
too, all surrounded by aircraft of the past, present and future, Fri. & Sat. 10 to 6 Info:
303-595-0812 or www.antiquesatwings.com.

JAN. 14: COLORADO COLLECTIBLES Discussion led by Dan Mayo and Jeff Johnson
at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information,
or if you would be interested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or
Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

JAN. 16 & 17: DENVER POSTCARD & PAPER SHOW WINTER 2015 to be held at the
Jefferson County Fairgrounds Exhibit Hall, (15200 W. 6th Ave., Golden, Colorado, exit at In-

diana St.) $5. admission (good for both days) Children 12 and under free, Fri., 11:30 am to 7
pm, Sat. 9:30 am to 5 pm. More info, call Dede Horan at 303-667-6212.

JAN. 28: DOLL HOUSE MINIATURES Discussion led by Darlene Gruber at 2:00
p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or
if you would be interested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or
Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

FEB. 11: VALENTINES Discussion led by Cheryl Miller at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadil-
lo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be interested in
doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

FEB. 21: TIMBER DAN ANTIQUE AND COLLECTIBLE TOY SHOW AND SALE

Loveland, Colorado, sponsored by the Loveland Lions Club. More than 180 tables, 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the Larimer County Fairgrounds (“The Ranch”), First National Bank Exhibition Bldg.,
North Hall. Take I-25 Exit 259 east to Fairgrounds Ave., then north 1/2 mile. Admission $4.
For more info, contact Doug Larson, 970-667-9655.

FEB. 25: BLACK MEMORABILIA Discussion led by Chris Ives at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass
Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be inter-
ested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

MAR. 11: RAILROAD & WESTERN EXPANSION COLLECTIBLES Discussion led
by Heather Eckels at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.
More information, or if you would be interested in doing a presentation in your area of exper-
tise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

MAR. 25: CAMEOS Discussion led by Chris Ives at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301
West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO.  More information, or if you would be interested in doing a pre-
sentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.

Auctions
DEC. 6: BRUHNS ANTIQUES ESTATE AUCTION, 11 a.m. 50 W. Arizona Ave.,
Denver. Also watch on liveauctioneers.com. For more information, call 303-744-6505.

THROUGH DEC. 8: AUCTION OF ART AND CITY EXPERIENCES TO AID

DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDERS Register to bid on one-of-a-kind art and city ex-
periences. 100% of the proceeds benefit Doctors Without Borders aiding Ebola workers
within the organization. Bidding opened at bidsquare.com on Black Friday, November
28th at 12:00PM EST, and closes on Monday, December 8th at 12:00PM EST.
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Show Calendar

December Events

Shows & Sales

Calendar Listing Information
Promoters: send us your calendar information. We will publish it free (and in bold-
face type) with your display ad. Otherwise the cost is $35 per issue. Calendar entries
are published on a three-month basis (month of show and two months previous). So
send in your info as soon as possible. It’s never too early. Stories and features about
shows are provided free with your display ad.

Dates of Show:____________________________________ _________________________
City, State:_________________________________________________________________
Name of Show or Event:______________________________________________________
Hours:___________________________________________
Other Info:_______________________________________
________________________________________________
__________________________________
Phone:___________________________________

___Send information about advertising.

For more information, 
call 303-674-1253.

Shows, Auctions, 

Estate Sales and Event

Calendar listings are

FREE with your 

display ad. Club News

and Museum News 

also welcome.

Mail coupon and check to: Spree Enterprises, Inc., 
P.O. Box 1003, Bailey, CO 80421-1003

Deadline: The 20th of the month before the next issue.

Calendar Listings
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Holiday Collectibles

who, with a multitude of friends and relatives, appeared
monthly, often in settings and clothes associated with that
month's holiday. In 1913 there was a "Night Before Christ-
mas" theme, a "Christmas Party" in 1916, and a patriotic
"Dolly Dingle Celebrates Her Christmas in True War-Time
Style" in 1918. 

The Delineator, another leading magazine of the time, in-
troduced Carolyn Chester's "Adele" in 1912. Five years later,
they brought out the fabulous "Who Are They" series of mo-
tion picture stars with costumes from their movie roles. The
idea was to guess their identity, a difficult job for us today
since most of the stars have been forgotten and their films
turned to nitrate dust. 

Ladies Home Journal serialized "Lettie Lane" from 1908
to 1911 and "Betty Bonnet" from 1915 to 1918. Another se-
ries that featured film stars and costumes from their roles was
printed by Ladies World Magazine. 

In Woman's Home Companion," besides Rose O'Neill's
famous "Kewpies," there was the "Margary May" series
drawn by M. Emma Musselman and long billed as "The Com-
panion Paper Doll." Later, Frances Tipton Hunter did the
"Baby Peggy" and "Punch and Judy" paper doll sets for this
magazine in the mid-1910s. 

Practically every paper doll series in all of these maga-
zines offered holiday topics. Christmas, especially with Santa
Claus, was a major highlight. 

Many other women's and children's magazines featured
a serialized paper doll character. All of these sheets are eager-
ly sought after by collectors today. They are the easiest find
of any vintage paper dolls. Unfortunately, untold thousands
of fine old magazines have been torn up and discarded in order
to salvage the paper doll sheets found in them. 

The Sunday newspapers, while not as prolific as the na-
tion's magazines, offered paper dolls to their readers. In 1895,
the first Sunday edition art supplement was introduced in
many newspapers and was specifically designed to be attrac-
tive to children. In addition to paper dolls, they included
games, panorama historical events, and paper toy circuses,
theaters, fairy tale characters, and soldiers. 

Some of the largest and longest users of these child-ori-
ented, full-color art supplements were the Boston newspapers.
The same fierce competition that drove Sunday edition edi-
tors to eventually introduce the comic strip also caused them
to originate these special supplements. 

In 1895 and 1896, the Boston Herald offered, off and on
during these years, different paper dolls and wardrobes. Across
town, the Boston Globe was the most prolific and their sup-
plements the best. In 1910 they published a series of Ameri-
can historical personalities such as Daniel Boone and Andrew
Jackson. 

The Globe was the largest producer of Sunday color sup-
plements of any newspaper in the nation. Their total output
amounted to over 100 paper dolls sheets alone, running the
gamut from George Washington to little children. 

In 1921, they printed a series of movie personalities
which included Douglas Fairbanks and Mabel Normand.
They were immensely popular and are much in demand

today. The New York
Sunday American, one
of the major Hearst
newspapers, published
"Paper Dolls of Fa-
mous Players" in 1911
of celebrated theatrical
actors and actresses in
their best roles, such as
Maude Adams as Chan-
ticleer and The Little
Minister. 

During 1932 and
1933 the St. Louis Dis-
patch issued full-colored
"Movies and Muny
Opera Dressographs,"
considered by paper doll collectors to be the best newspaper
series ever published. 

After the 1930s the only paper dolls to be found in the
newspapers appeared in comic strip pages where Brenda Starr,
Jane Arden, and others were available in five inches by six
inches, or so, sized rectangles containing their model and cos-
tumes. Invariably, at Christmas time these comic strip women
and girls appeared as paper dolls replete with holiday cloth-
ing and accessories. 

Except for a rare appearance, such as in Good House-
keeping, paper doll magazine pages are a thing of the past
which makes them very attractive as a collectible. At this time
of the year, when talk is of Santa Claus, decorating trees, and
other Yuletide traditions, Christmas collectibles seem extra
important and appealing. And none more so than the many
holiday-theme paper doll pages from yesterday's magazines
and newspapers.

Christmas Paper Dolls Were Eagerly Awaited

Denver

Starr Antiques
Featuring Colonial and Federal Period furni-

ture and accessories.

Discover how accenting with a fine piece, big

or small, can give your home that extra panache:

The sophisticated design of Folk Art, the "hand"

in stoneware jugs, the patience of quilts, porce-

lain that traveled 2,000 miles from China 200

years ago, handmade furniture from craftsmen

with decades of apprenticeship, silver candle-

sticks from Colonial America, portraits as the

keepers of memory.

Consignment of select pieces, 

whether from individuals or estates, are welcome.

Open Tuesday-Saturday, 10a.m.-5p.m. 

(303) 399-4537

starrantiques.com

2930 E. 6th Avenue, Denver, Colorado  80206

Antiques & Decorative Accessories
Original Art, Vintage, Lighting, Crystal  & Silver

Hand-painted Furniture, Rugs

Antiques & Nuts . . .
and much more

since 1937

www.coloradonutco.com

C o l o r a d o  N u t  C o m p a n y

Vintage Furniture, Pottery, Collectibles, Books, Teapots, Chandeliers,
Old Prints, Glassware, Jewelry, Linens, Toys

Custom Gift Baskets for all Occasions • Fresh Roasted Nuts • Trail Mixes

Roger Renaud
Kathy Renaud
Family Owned

Colorado Nut Company
2 Kalamath St., Denver, CO 80223

(Corner of Kalamath St. and Ellsworth)

Mon.-Fri. 8-5
303-733-7311 • 1-800-876-1625

Mon.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 10-3:30

Antiques & Nuts

Continued from page 1

Letter to the Editor
It was a pleasant surprise to find my own copy of

the Mountain States Collector in my mail box.  I have
had fun sending copies of the paper with the "What Is
It?" page enclosed.  I guessed the potato masher, and
most of my friends recognize it also. They get a chuck-
le out of it.  Thank you.  I love this publication.  

Sylvia Robertson
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Conifer

Fine Quality Antiques 
& Accessories

If you don’t see it
...we can get it!! 

Limited Dealer Space

Available

Hours 10-5:00 Tuesday - Saturday
(closed major holidays)

720-260-6045
managingdisorder@msn.com

Evergreen

Ski Country Offers a Cozy Atmosphere for holidays 
Dealer Feature

Be sure to stop in at Ski Country Antiques and Home Decor this holiday season.
You will be amazed at the lovely settings they have designed to put you in the spirit of
Christmas. You can see how wonderful antiques and collectibles complement your holi-
day decor.

Located in Evergreen on the Frontage Road to Floyd Hill, Ski Country serves fresh cof-
fee and cookies daily along with hot chocolate, water and cider. The fragrances of the
holiday season abound. A visit to Ski Country would definitely be enjoyable, not to men-
tion, you certainly would find just that perfect gift or antique that you were hoping to
discover. If you would like to check out the store before you visit, go to their website at
www.skicountryantiques.com. Owner Sharna Coors and her Store Manager Maggie
Erickson are ready to help you this holiday season. Give them a call, too, if you need
more information. You can reach them at 303-670-8726. Their hours are Sunday 12-5
and M,T,W, F, S, 10-5, Closed Thursdays.



10 DECEMBER 2014 —Mountain States Collector www.mountainstatescollector.com

So. Broadway, Denver

So. Lipan, Denver

Antique Alcove
1236 S. Broadway, Denver, CO 80210

303-722-4649
Rick and Theresa Roe
Cell: 303-887-7311



By Robert Reed 

Part of the enduring Christmas season has always been
the music. For decades much of it was captured on phono-
graph records and colorful long playing albums. Today many
of those well-packaged Yule tunes are sounding very col-
lectible. 

"In the past few years the growth of Christmas music
has been obvious," wrote author Tim Neely in the 1997 edi-
tion of the Goldmine Christmas Record Guide. "Many used
record stores never remove their holiday offerings from
sight; many collectors' catalogs offer Christmas records all
year, not just in November and December." 

By most measures the golden era of Christmas records
and albums lasted from the late 1940s until well into the
1970s. During that time recordings offered a wide range of
Christmas fare. Shoppers could choose from western singer's
Gene Autry's Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer all the way
to Yogi Yorgesson's comic I Just Go Nuts At Christmas. Ad-
ditionally scores of memorable singers and entertainers
donned Santa suits for more traditional holiday fare. 

Typically the recordings were short-lived marketed only
during the Christmas season and then discontinued. Many
were based on a single 'breakout' hit which later headlined a
full album. Other albums were simply based on the already
broad appeal of a particular singer whose fans logically fol-
lowed their work into the Yuletide season. 

Christmas records and subsequent albums were a part
of a major change in the record industry during the latter
1940s. First was the boom in demand. By 1945 record sales
had surpassed the 100 million mark, more than double what
they had been just five years earlier. Next was the technolo-
gy. At the time most records were in the 78 rpm form which
meant each side could contain only about four minutes of
music. Eventually Columbia Records developed a method
of producing a long playing (33 rpm) record which provid-
ed 30 minutes on music on each side. Rather than group
three or four 78s into one cumbersome (and heavy) album,
all the songs could be contained on a single long-playing
album. 

Columbia Records first introduced the LP to the music-
minded masses in 1948, but the reaction was mild. Instead
of following the same course, RCA Victor instead respond-

ed with the smaller 45 rpm record. All this led to what au-
thor Eric Kohler describes in the fine book In The Grove,
Vintage Record Graphics, as the "war of speeds. " 

By the Christmas of 1949 customers could find season-
al music in heavy 78 rpm albums and in the lighter long
playing form. Christmas Music with Ethel Smith at the
organ, for example, was in a three-record 78 album. Decca
also used the same form for Bing Crosby's Merry Christmas
album. LP choices included Christmas Music by Morton
Gould, and Mario Lanza's Christmas Songs. 

As the decade of the 1950s developed the LP became
the overwhelming choice for albums including Christmas
albums, and the 45 became the dominant form for singles.
After some bad experiences with 78-like paper sleeves, the
record industry turned to cardboard with paper covering for
albums. The cardboard not only protected the records but it
was immediately graphic. 

"Trends not withstanding," according to Kohler, "the
1950s still produced some of the best cover designs in the
illustrative and typographic genre." Artists defined that pe-
riod "in cover graphics and carried on the concept of highly
stylized, instantly recognizable cover art." 

The LP album and the graphic cover became a perfect
combination for the Christ-
mas season. 

Holiday albums early in
that decade included Patti
Page's Christmas, Burl Ives'
Christmas in the Morning,
Liberace's Christmas at Lib-
erace's; and Eddie Fisher's
Christmas With Fisher. There
were also long-expected
album offerings from likes
of Rosemary Clooney,
Perry Como and Bing
Crosby. Later in the 1950s
were the Christmas rendi-
tions and holidays albums
of Nat King Cole, Connie
Francis, Jimmy Rodgers,
the Four Aces, Mitch
Miller, and old blue eye
himself Frank Sinatra. 

In 1957 RCA issued an
Elvis Presley Christmas
album in a variety of
forms. The Elvis Christmas
Album was sometime
printed with a gold title and
sometimes with a silver
title. Some albums had a
gatefold, and some includ-
ed a bound booklet. Some
had a prominent sticker,

while others did not. Experts generally agree however that
the most collectible of the Elvis Christmas album varieties
was the red vinyl issue of that year, produced in very limit-
ed numbers. The album itself, as were many others, was later
reissued for still other Christmas seasons. 

The 1960s were grand times for the big high Christ-
mas record and the accompanying Christmas album.
Bobby Darin did The 25th Day of December, Nat King
Cole did The Christmas Song, and Bobby Helms contin-
ued to offer versions of the immortal Jingle Bell Rock.
The Osmonds provided, We Sing You A Merry Christmas,
and Christmas With The Chipmonks starred a character
named Alvin repeating a smash hit known plainly as The
Chipmonk Song. 

As the 60s continued so did the entertainers and their
Christmas music. Roy Rogers and Dale Evans did the
Christmas Is Always album, Paul Revere and The Radiers
did Christmas Past and Present, and Brenda Lee not sur-
prisingly did an album called Merry Christmas From
Brenda Lee. Then too there was Jim Nabors, Wayne New-
ton, Loretta Lynn, and Ferlin Husky. There was Christ-
mas With the Platters, the Led Zepplin Show for Christ-
mas Seals, and Stevie Wonder's Someday at Christmas. 

In 1970 the Jackson Five did a special Christmas album
based on their rocking rendition of the single, Santa Claus
is Coming to Town. The follow year, another 'family', the
Partridge Family offered A Partridge Family Christmas Card
album. Some of the albums included an actual Christmas
card while others had the image of a card printed on them.
Even Flintstones family members got into the Christmas
album act when Pebbles and Bam Bamm did a second re-
lease of their extended play recording featuring The Little
Drummer Boy. 

In addition to all the general interest Christmas records
and albums, there were those offered to a special market. A
particular album would be only available at a specific ser-
vice station chain, or tire store, or television set dealer. Other
Christmas albums were available only by catalog, or with
as mail-in premiums for a purchased product. 

Among collectors today there is a great deal of em-
phasis on the condition of Christmas albums of the past.
Beyond the direct pull of nostalgia, such albums are
sought mainly for their graphic appeal. They can make a
very profound display for the holiday season by filling a
wall or the comer of a room like other yuletide decora-
tions. 

Since visual appearance is vital, excessive wear,
creasing, stains, and mouselunch munching detracts from
the overall value of the Christmas presentation. Any orig-
inal sleeves, lyric sheets, greeting cards, or other inclu-
sions generally add to the value and prestige of the Christ-
mas recording. 

Recommended reading: 
Goldmine Christmas Record Price Guide by Tim Neely

(Krause Publications). 

Holiday Collectibles
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Open: Tue.-Sat., 11-5:30
Sun. and Mon. by Chance

1464 S. Broadway, Denver
720-469-8631

Furnishings/Armoires/Bookcases & Display Pieces/Buffets/Commodes & Chests/Desks/Dining Tables/Tables/Lighting/Mirrors/Majolica &
Porcelain/Artwork/Clocks/Crystal & Glass/Copper/Brass/Pewter/Silver/Garden & Architectural/Sculptures/Collectibles/Unique Accessories/Vintage Clothes & Lace/Jewelry

1464 ANTIQUES

Featuring individually selected pieces
from the always changing inventories of 

LVS ANTIQUES and CAVIANO’S
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Christmas Records & Albums: Sweet Sounding Holiday Collectible

Eron Johnson Antiques
www.eronjohnsonantiques.com

LLii tt tt lleettoonn  AAnntt iiqquueess  &&  SSuucchh  
2677 W. Alamo Ave., Littleton

303-797-0326

Check calendar for
antique discussion

topics & times

Paulallen  Ant ique  Mall
4501 Wadsworth Blvd., Wheat Ridge

303-463-7796

By Robert Reed 

Part of the enduring Christmas season has always
been the music. For decades much of it was captured on
phonograph records and colorful long playing albums.
Today many of those well-packaged Yule tunes are sound-
ing very collectible. 

"In the past few years the growth of Christmas music
has been obvious," wrote author Tim Neely in the 1997
edition of the Goldmine Christmas Record Guide. "Many
used record stores never remove their holiday offerings
from sight; many collectors' catalogs offer Christmas
records all year, not just in November and December." 

By most measures the golden era of Christmas
records and albums lasted from the late 1940s until well
into the 1970s. During that time recordings offered a wide
range of Christmas fare. Shoppers could choose from
western singer's Gene Autry's Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer all the way to Yogi Yorgesson's comic I Just Go
Nuts At Christmas. Additionally scores of memorable
singers and entertainers donned Santa suits for more tra-

ditional holiday fare. 
Typically the recordings were short-lived marketed

only during the Christmas season and then discontinued.
Many were based on a single 'breakout' hit which later
headlined a full album. Other albums were simply based
on the already broad appeal of a particular singer whose
fans logically followed their work into the Yuletide sea-
son. 

Christmas records and subsequent albums were a part

of a major change in the record industry during the latter
1940s. First was the boom in demand. By 1945 record
sales had surpassed the 100 million mark, more than dou-
ble what they had been just five years earlier. Next was
the technology. At the time most records were in the 78
rpm form which meant each side could contain only about
four minutes of music. Eventually Columbia Records de-
veloped a method of producing a long playing (33 rpm)

Yankee Trader
A Holiday Treat
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Denver Postcard & Paper Show
January 15 & 16

Jefferson County Fairgrounds

Continued on page 14

You haven't fully seen the antique business in Denver until you
have seen the Yankee Trader. For a single owner shop, the Yankee Trad-
er is one of the biggest toy collectible dealers in the country. Owners
Mike and Sherilyn Thompson have done a remarkable job which is im-
mediately evident upon entering their store. It is jaw dropping to see
the vast and wide variety of toys on display over an area of 5,000 square
feet – toys that span eras from the 1870's through contemporary times.

Located in Denver's hot spot, the Highlands, at 4000 Tennyson,
the Yankee Trader is nestled perfectly in this laid back neighborhood
where restaurants, art gallerys, beautiful homes and specialty stores are
blossoming. This location is bringing good business Mike and Sheri-
lyn's way. As Mike mentions, "we take part in the first Friday art walk,
which is a neat scene to be in, a lot of people come into our store, many
first timers who appreciate the aesthetic value of our collectibles as
much as the art."  

Without a doubt there is great artistry in the collectibles of the
Yankee Trader. Here you will find just about any toy you can remem-
ber from the 20th century. Action figures, yo yos, board games, toy
cars, fire-engines, tractors, comic books, army men, Star Wars and Star
Trek collectibles, cookie jars, marbles, Coca Cola memorabilia and the
list goes on and on. There is a heart warming memory at every turn in

January 1, 2, 3 at Wings Over the Rockies
7711 Ea. Academy Blvd. in the Lowry area of Denver
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www.eronjohnsonantiques.com
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2677 W. Alamo Ave., Littleton
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4501 Wadsworth Blvd., Wheat Ridge

303-463-7796

By Robert Reed 

Part of the enduring Christmas season has always
been the music. For decades much of it was captured on
phonograph records and colorful long playing albums.
Today many of those well-packaged Yule tunes are sound-
ing very collectible. 

"In the past few years the growth of Christmas music
has been obvious," wrote author Tim Neely in the 1997
edition of the Goldmine Christmas Record Guide. "Many
used record stores never remove their holiday offerings
from sight; many collectors' catalogs offer Christmas
records all year, not just in November and December." 

By most measures the golden era of Christmas
records and albums lasted from the late 1940s until well
into the 1970s. During that time recordings offered a wide
range of Christmas fare. Shoppers could choose from
western singer's Gene Autry's Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer all the way to Yogi Yorgesson's comic I Just Go
Nuts At Christmas. Additionally scores of memorable
singers and entertainers donned Santa suits for more tra-

ditional holiday fare. 
Typically the recordings were short-lived marketed

only during the Christmas season and then discontinued.
Many were based on a single 'breakout' hit which later
headlined a full album. Other albums were simply based
on the already broad appeal of a particular singer whose
fans logically followed their work into the Yuletide sea-
son. 

Christmas records and subsequent albums were a part

of a major change in the record industry during the latter
1940s. First was the boom in demand. By 1945 record
sales had surpassed the 100 million mark, more than dou-
ble what they had been just five years earlier. Next was
the technology. At the time most records were in the 78
rpm form which meant each side could contain only about
four minutes of music. Eventually Columbia Records de-
veloped a method of producing a long playing (33 rpm)
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January 15 & 16

Jefferson County Fairgrounds

Continued on page 14

You haven't fully seen the antique business in Denver until you
have seen the Yankee Trader. For a single owner shop, the Yankee Trad-
er is one of the biggest toy collectible dealers in the country. Owners
Mike and Sherilyn Thompson have done a remarkable job which is im-
mediately evident upon entering their store. It is jaw dropping to see
the vast and wide variety of toys on display over an area of 5,000 square
feet – toys that span eras from the 1870's through contemporary times.

Located in Denver's hot spot, the Highlands, at 4000 Tennyson,
the Yankee Trader is nestled perfectly in this laid back neighborhood
where restaurants, art gallerys, beautiful homes and specialty stores are
blossoming. This location is bringing good business Mike and Sheri-
lyn's way. As Mike mentions, "we take part in the first Friday art walk,
which is a neat scene to be in, a lot of people come into our store, many
first timers who appreciate the aesthetic value of our collectibles as
much as the art."  

Without a doubt there is great artistry in the collectibles of the
Yankee Trader. Here you will find just about any toy you can remem-
ber from the 20th century. Action figures, yo yos, board games, toy
cars, fire-engines, tractors, comic books, army men, Star Wars and Star
Trek collectibles, cookie jars, marbles, Coca Cola memorabilia and the
list goes on and on. There is a heart warming memory at every turn in

January 1, 2, 3 at Wings Over the Rockies
7711 Ea. Academy Blvd. in the Lowry area of Denver

So. Broadway, Denver
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Over 60 dealers with a wide variety of antiques, vintage furnishings,

glassware, jewelry, collectibles, primitives, shabby chic, Western,

Native American, home decor & more...

Arvada

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd.,  Suite130, Arvada, CO 80003

2 Miles North of  I-70 on Wadsworth, N.E.  Corner of  64th and Wadsworth

www.homesteadantiquemall.net

720-484-3644
Open 7 Days a Week, 10am - 6pm

Happy Holidays!
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Lakewood

Jenny’s Junk Emporium
High-end Collectibles 

(despite what the name may imply). 

Steam engines, locomotives, trains, crystal, china, jewelry,
vintage and small unique collectible finds.

Consignments and Layaways

Jenny & Bill Andrus
6625 W. Mississippi Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80226

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

303-570-1590
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Radios

By Anne Gilbert

Did you ever think of transistors as
an art form? Sonic art, to be exact. Sure
automatons from the 19th century are a
a form of figural art and music com-
bined, ie sonic to stretch it a bit. Fast
forward to the early disc music boxes
with handsome wood cases and art dec-
orating the inside of the lids.

When the discs were contained in
tall cabinets they became an important
decorative accessory as well as a source
of music. Some were inlaid with moth-
er-of-pearl and had stained glass win-
dows inlaid with glass jewels.

With the invention of the grama-
phone record player and victrola the
popularity of the old music boxes
ended. And, so for the moment, elegant
decorations.

It didn’t really get going until the
1930s with Art Deco, Bakelite radios in
strange color combinations. One of the
most unique is known as “the beetle,”
with its various parts set into colors
forming the look of a beetle. When it
comes to market these days, one dealer
is asking $3,500.

Enter the transistor radio, made
possible by the owner of the transistor
in 1947. Billions were made during the
1960s-70s. It was something new and
exciting and you could hold it in your
hand and listen to music anywhere you
went. They weren’t cheap, some costing
$40; expensive in those days. Best of
all, from a young buyer’s standpoint,
were the figural forms that included car-
toon characters and space ships. Among
them Charlie Brown. TV show charac-
ters such as “Mork” and the Flint Stones

were popular.
Corporations used them to advertise

their products. “Charlie the Tuna” is a
good example.

CLUES: There have been serious
collectors of all categories for years.
While the Art Deco radios with unusual
forms or designs are pricey, figural tran-
sistor radios can still be an affordable
collectible.

To learn more about the merging of
sound and art, the Museum of Modern
Art, in New York City, has opened a
year long exhibition which began No-
vember 15 called “Design for the Eye
and Ear.”

To learn more there are many books
on the development of sound objects.

PHOTO CAPTION (1) Novelty
transistor: flying saucer PHOTO
CREDIT: Classic Eddy, Ebay

PHOTO CAPTION (2) Art Deco,
1938 , “Beetle” Bakelite radio. PHOTO
CREDIT: (2) “RADIO Craze,” Wallkill,
NY

Collecting Sonic Art From
Automations to transistors
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Wheat Ridge

4501 Wadsworth Blvd ~ Wheat Ridge, CO ~ (303) 463-7796 
Happy Holidays

12,000 SQ./FT. FULL 

OF WONDERFUL ANTIQUES, 

JEWELRY, CLOCK REPAIR, 

NATIVE AMERICAN, BOOKS, 

HOME DECOR, AND MORE...

Some Space Available
Come Join Our Team

HOURS: Monday - Saturday 10-5 Sunday 1-5



By Anne Gilbert

Collectors have long been fascinated by anything relat-
ing to firefighting. This includes the yearly calendars featur-
ing handsome fire fighters. They may not be historical yet but
they are being collected. On a more serious note, anything as-
sociated with the ground zero firefighters is being collected.

Historical objects that were once used to fight fires or are
identified with changes in methods that began in the early
19th century can be pricey. Collectors have been willing to
pay thousands of dollars. Among the most expensive are the
leather, painted fire buckets with dates and names of firefight-
ers and the place they were used. A good example was the
1830 paint decorated leather fire bucket with the owners name
and place of use that sold for $4,800 last year at a Skinner
auction.

Practically anything in the category is being collected.
Fortunately there are more modestly priced items for begin-
ning collectors. Ground zero and vintage firefighting equip-
ment and photos are collectible. Helmets, belts even postcards
and sheet music find buyers.

The history of America’s firefighters is long and color-

ful. The earliest items available to collectors date from the
early 19th century. Consider the methods used at the time; a
line of buckets filled with water, passed by the firemen-hence
the term “bucket brigade.” The buckets were painted and gild-
ed with bright colors and patriotic symbols. They identified
the Fire Company names.

The firemen’s helmets were equally ornate and decorat-
ed with metal trim. Early examples can fetch hundreds of dol-
lars at auctions

Less costly and familiar are the metal fire marks from
the 19th century. Originally they were mounted on buildings
to show that the buildings were covered by fire insurance.
Each insurance company had its own design. They were made
of tin, brass, lead, cast iron, aluminum and zinc. Most costly
are the sheet-copper fire marks.

CLUES: Many of the early fire fighting items have been
reproduced. Most common are the fire mark repros, made
since the early 20th century. To avoid buying a repro do some
research and look for patent dates. Also reproduced are the
buckets, beginning in the 1950s. Repros can be recognized
by flat, leather strip handles. The originals were rolled and
sewn. Repros have also have artificially aged designs.

The good news is there are many early historical pieces
waiting to be discovered.

PHOTO CAPTION: (1) c. 1830 paint decorated leather
fire bucket. PHOTO CREDIT: (1) Skinner Auctions

PHOTO CAPTION: (2) 1900’s firefighter badge.
PHOTO CREDIT (2) eBAY

By Anne Gilbert

Paperweights continue to fascinate and attract collec-
tors just as they did when they were first created in the
1840s by the great glasshouses of France: Baccarat,
Clichy and St. Louis. At that time they were first made as
decorative pieces. Ever since the world has wondered how
did those tiny glass flowers, butterflies and creatures get
into those glass globes?

The antique weights used three different techniques:
the Millefiori (the Italian word for a thousand flowers)
used cross sections of tiny glass canes patterned to creat-
ed a variety of designs: sulphide weights made of ceram-
ic paste and glass featured animal forms and cameos;
lampwork weights used designs made outside the weight,
such as fruit and flowers. Sometimes all the techniques
were combined. By the late 19th century they were being
made in other countries and America.

Lawrence Selman is credited with arousing collector
interest in weights in the 1990s with his paperweight mail
order auctions. His own interest began in 1968. While
browsing in a San Diego antique shop, a paperweight
caught his eye. It became part of a collection that grew
into auctions, books and newsletters. These days contem-
porary paperweights are very collectible. often costing
over a thousand dollars. Old and new weights show up in
glass auctions around the country.

CLUES: Each of the early French glasshouses had
specialties that can help
collectors identify them.
For instance, Clichy is
famed for its rose. Howev-
er, it was copied by facto-
ries in England and
Czechoslovakia. Few of
the authentic Clichy
weights are signed. The
most common signature
came as a “C” in serif or
sans-serif style or the full
name of Clichy.

There are Italian
reproductions of 19th
century weights and
Chinese copies, that
have an orange-yellow
tinge and a smooth
bottom.

The good news is
that by the late 1950s
glass factories in Eu-
rope and individual
American artisans
were creating quality
weights. Among the most famous is the late Paul Ysart,
considered the finest weight maker of the 20th century.
So much so, that his weights are being faked. Other top
makers are Randall Grubb and Debbie Tarsitano. Contem-
porary weights are also being made by the old St.Louis
glassworks in France and Perthshire in England. They can
sometimes be as pricey as antique examples. The Skinner
Glass auction which was held in November is offering a
wide variety and prices. Check online.

PHOTO CAPTIONS: (1) Antique Baccarat snake
weight. (2) Antique St. Louis pear weight. PHOTO
CREDIT: Skinner auction, Fairfield, Maine
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Antique Detective

Wheat Ridge

Antiques, Collectibles, Vintage

Primitives, Home Decor, Furniture

Toys, Books, Music and More
(We buy old toys!)

Over 25 Great Dealers

Space Available

7341 W. 44th Ave., Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
1 Block East of Wadsworth on 44th Avenue

303-993-3868
OPEN: Monday - Saturday 10-5

Saving Firefighting Objects Old and new

many types of Paperweights Abound
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By Anne Gilbert

Q. I found this quaint, pottery cream pitcher
at a garage sale in the North Carolina Mountains,
several years ago. The seller told me it was made
in the 19th century, probably “Bennington” and
worth more than the $25 price. I bought it, but,
what is “Bennington” and is it worth more than I
paid? It is marked “Lyman, Fenton & Company.”

L.G. - Boca Raton, FL

A. To answer your first question, pieces of
pottery made in Bennington, Vermont, beginning
in the 1840s, have been reproduced ever since.
The brown glaze, known as Rockingham, was also
made in other pottery factories in America and
England. The glaze originated in England, named
after the pottery owned by the Marquis of Rock-
ingham. It is also known as earthenware

The flint-enamel process of Bennington wares
was patented in 1849 by Christopher Webber Fen-
ton of Lyman, Fenton & Company. In that year
the pottery became known as the United States
Pottery Company, Bennington, Vermont. Your
batter pitcher, inscribed “Lyman, Fenton & Com-
pany, is one of their many marks. While auction
prices are down, your batter pitcher could sell for
$400 or more.

Q. I found this old Tiddlywinks game, in its
original box, at a garage sale. It is in good condi-
tion with all the chips it is supposed to have. I
thought it would be a fun gift for my adult daugh-
ter who collects old games. On the cover of the
box it says, “1897, Parker Brothers.” Is it worth
more than the $10 I paid? What can you tell me
about it?

M. G. - Dallas, TX.
A. Your game is an important part of the board

game industry that developed in America during
the 1890s.

Tiddlywinks originated in England in 1888.
By the 1890s it was a favorite game in America.

Today there are game board auctions where
prices can be high for antique games. Your Tid-
dlywinks game, if complete and in good condition
could sell for $300 or more.

Q. This unusual chair always sat in the hall-
way of my grandmother’s house. The family leg-
end had it as hundreds of years old, maybe dating
back to ancient Rome. It was never appraised. Just

handed down in the family.
Is it worth thousands?

S.S. - Pittsburgh, PA
A. What you have accord-

ing to your photo is one of
the many types of a
Savonarola, Renaissance Re-
vival chair. It dates to the
late 19th to early 20th centu-
ry. It is one of the many
types of “revival” furniture
that became popular in the
19th century.

It was named after Giro-
lamo Savonarola, a 15th cen-
tury cleric. It is also known
as the X-frame chair. Various
versions go as far back as an-
cient Rome, Greece and
Egypt. Still popular, your
chair could have an auction
value of over $1,000.
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By Robert Reed

One of the most enduring symbols in earlier America
was the rooster. It was a dominant image for this coun-
try's classic folk art including weathervanes, wood carv-
ings, and windmill weights. 

Later the traditional rooster would be crowing on an
assortment of American crafted things including hooked
rugs, cookie jars and even salt pepper shakers. 

Historians suggest that the rooster was one of the ear-
liest choices for weathervanes designed in the United
States and Canada. Prior to the 18th century it had been
widely used in Europe on church steeples of the Christian
faith. To Christians the rooster represented the New Tes-
tament's account of Peter's three-time denial of Christ
when such an animal crowed twice. 

The French referred to such a rooster image as a
chantecler, other name variations included cockerall or
often times in the case of a weathervane, the weathercock.
By whatever name they were readily visible atop shrines,
churches and barns throughout North America during the
1700s and 1800s. 

Certainly one of the oldest rooster designs used in
America was the copper cockerall that adorned the steeple
of the Dutch Reform Church at Albany, New York. The
symbol dated from the 1650s and made largely of copper.
Another early rooster weathervane, crafted in 1715, stood
atop the Rocky Hill Church, in Amesbury, Massachusetts.
It too was riveted from sections of copper. 

During the 1720s on of the most famous weathervane
makers in New England, Shem Drowne, was fashioning
rooster weathervanes in the rooster image. One of his best
works was the giant Revenge Cockerel which stood atop
the First Revenge Church of Christ. Said to be hammered
from copper kettles, it weighed more than 170 pounds.
History records it was blown down during a storm and
crashed through the room of a nearby house landing in the
kitchen. 

At times the basic copper of rooster weathervanes was
enhanced with sections of gold leaf and decorated further
with yellow paint. By the 1790s such roosters were fre-
quently painted and sometimes wood and metal were in-
corporated to form a complete united. On occasion roost-
er legs were make of wrought iron. 

By the early 19th century the rooster weathervane re-
mained popular and could be found made simply of wood
or constructed of whatever metals were available. Typi-
cally the wooden roosters were finished with a paint coat
of yellow or reddish brown. While the wooden versions
could be repainted from time to time, often they eventual-
ly gave way to the ravages of weather. As a result it is dif-
ficult today to find prime examples of 19th century wood-
en rooster weathervanes. 

Weathervane manufacturing had become a prosper-
ous trade by 1850 and the strictly wooden rooster had been
generally replaced with metal versions. In many ways the
use of metal allowed for more creativity. 

Typically such rooster weathervanes were the hand-
made by a small group of craftsmen working together in
the second half of the 19th century. 

"Usually only three or four craftsmen, often members

of the same family, comprised a company," according to
Adele Earnest author of the book Folk Art in America.
"Usually a professional wood carver was hired to create
the original wood model. The design might be adapted
from a popular print. The piece molds were cast from the
carving; dies into which two copper sheets could be hand-
hammered and soldered together to create the three-di-
mensional (but hollow) weathervane." 

In some cases profiles were cut from hammered
sheets and metal to form the rooster. The profiles were
pierced so they would better withstand strong winds be-
fore being joined together. Some craftsmen used an origi-
nal wooden form inside the sheets to provide a more sub-
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By Anne Gilbert

Q. I remember my grandmother keeping jewelry in
this box when I was a child. It has a raised leaf design sur-
round a circular portrait of a woman. On the bottom is a an
oval shaped design with a B & W in the center. It is some
kind of metal, possibly brass or copper. What can you tell
me about it?

K.C. -Shawnee, KS
A. From your photo you appear to have a Victorian,

cast metal glove box with a celluloid cameo. They were
popular from the 1890s to around 1910. Similar examples
can sell in shops for several hundred dollars.

Q. My mother-in law gave me a Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs rug she got in the 1930s. It was made in
Italy. Any idea of value ?
H.P.-

A. Prices vary, but it could sell for over $200.
Q. What can you tell me about the Czechoslovakian

tea set with Spanish marks? On the bottom it says "Fabri-
cada en Alp Choslovagia."

M.
A. Czechoslovakian tea sets and other pieces made of

porcelain and semi-porcelain were exported to many coun-
tries, including Spain, which explains the markings on
your tea set.

Q. I bought this colorful Oriental plate in a Florida
thrift shop. It is 18 inches in diameter and has no marks. I
paid $25. How old is it ? Where was it made ? Did I pay
too much ?

H.C. - Pompano Beach, FL
A. You have a collector’s eye and have discovered a

mid-19th century Japanese Imari charger. Made in the
Japanese town of Arita beginning in the 17th Century, it
was named for the port of Imari-the place from where it
was shipped. The designs of textiles, chrysanthemums and
landscapes were enclosed in panels. It became so popular
that by the 18th century the Chinese copied it. So did Eng-

lish potters such as Derby, Bow, Worcester and Chelsea.
Yours could fetch $900 or more at auction.

Q. I found this painted spice bin in an antiques shop
years ago. The dealer told me it was called "tole" I have
since used it as a decorative object in my kitchen. Now I
would like to know about its history and value.

M.B.T. - Las Vegas, NV
A. Your 19th century spice bin is known as "tole" —

basically it is painted tin-ware. Regardless of how it was
finished it can be called "painted tin," "tole" or
"Japanned." In Colonial America, painted tin was import-
ed from England. By 1750, American peddlers were trav-
eling from town to town selling it. From 1790 to 1870 it
was advertised as "Japanned-ware." In good condition
yours could sell for more than $800 at auction.

Antique Detective

Antique Detective Q & A

Keenesburg

http://www.a-step-back.com

AA Step Back Step Back 
In TIn Timeime

Loveland

Open 10-5 all winter.
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Collectibles
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Knute’s 
Antique & Furniture Restoration

• Quality Refinishing / Restoration
• Repairs / Spindle turning
• Veneer replacement 

We sell the restoration products that we use:
Lightning Strip Paint & Varnish Remover, General
Finishes water-based stain, sanding sealer and top-
coat, Antique Restorer’s Furniture Cleaner and
Lemon Oil Beeswax

13518 County Road #1, Longmont, CO 80504
Directions from I-25: exit #243 (Hwy 66) 

west 4 miles to County Rd #1, South 1/2 mile
Between 17th Ave & Hwy 66 on Rd #1

303-772-9693 
(Open by appointment)

cagreenman@msn.com             www.knutes.com
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tines for Veterans. Valentines collected at ANTIQUES AT
WINGS will be distributed at Colorado VA Medical Cen-
ters and the Colorado State Veterans Nursing Home.

Hours are Friday and Saturday 10 am to 6 pm and
Sunday 11 am to 5 pm. Parking is free.

Wings Over The Rockies is located at 7711 East
Academy Blvd, Denver 80230. For more information,
visit: www.antiquesatwings.com. A visitor packet is avail-
able by mail as well by calling 303.595.0812.
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Northglenn Loveland

Open 7 days a week 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

3816 W. Eisenhower Blvd.
Loveland / 970-669-7440

WWW.Rockymountain
antiques.net

Collectibles

Antiques at Wings Show Jan. 2-4, 2015 in Denver
Continued from page 1

the rooster, an Enduring American Symbol

Louis Wain Postcard — Ron Erickson (Kirksville MO).   Louis Wain

was an English artist best known for his drawings of anthropomor-

phized large-eyed cats. Ron Erickson is one of the nation’s top deal-

ers in ephemera and will be stocking a 32 foot booth of postcards,

stereo views and prints.

Correct Weight Scale — (Garner’s

Antiques, Bountiful UT)  Beautifully

restored scale, once a fixture in soda

fountains, this example from the Au-

toSales Corporation, circa 1920.  

Skookum Dolls — Clay Basket Antiques (Sever-

ance CO).  Also known as the “Great Indian

Character Doll”, Skookums were produced from

about the 1920s to 1960s; they are characterized

by folded blankets and life-life expressions. Mel

& Jan Sams have been exhibiting with the Nancy

& Walt Johnson shows since the show was held

at Currigan Hall.   The Johnson Shows moved to

Wings Over The Rockies in 2013.

Plaque — (Rory Evans Antiques, McLouth KS).

Manufactured by Providential Tile Works, Tren-

ton NJ. Rory & Patricia Evans are Johnson Show

Dealers for over twenty years.   They specialize

in ceramics and cast iron pieces, including

doorstops and bookends.

stantial shape before joining the sheets. 
Next came the painting which, like earlier practices,

involved a base coat of yellow paint. However golden gild-
ing was also added as a final touch to the metal, and it
could be updated from time to time. 

"The fact that copper was so easily hammered gave
the artist a good chance to get texture into the features of

the rooster," noted Erwin Christen in The Index of Ameri-
can Design. "This was done more for the sake of variety
than zoological accuracy." 

And while rooster weathervanes were popular in the
latter part of the 19th century they were not the only forms
of the familiar barnyard animal. In Pennsylvania for ex-
ample, carver Wilhelm Schimmel traveled the countryside
during the 1870s fashioning roosters and other creatures
from pine wood. Today prize examples of the painted
works are found at the Henry Ford Museum and the Mu-
seum of American Folk Art. 

Elsewhere there were roosters of chalk ware, and in-
tricate roosters in whirligigs which often sat atop wind-
mills in rural areas of the country. Additionally there were
roosters used as targets in late 19th century shooting gal-
leries, and even a brief attempt at carving roosters to go
along with other animals for carrousel rides. 

"It was hoped that novelty would attract trade," ex-
plains Christensen. "However it was soon discovered the
children invariably chose the horses and particularly the
dappled kind. After that, the strange menageries, also in-
cluding bears, reindeers, and giraffes, was abandoned." 

America in the 1890s witnessed a significant number
of commercial companies in the business of manufactur-
ing rooster-type weathervanes. Firms like J. W. Fiske, L.
W. Cushing & Sons, E.G. Washburne Company and J.
Howard and Company provided an endless variety of
roosters. Some examples included hens, and some came
with stylized pineapple finials which were said to denote
hospitality. 

Materials varied considerably shortly before the dawn
of the 20th century. Wood was used on a very limited basis
while the selection of metals everything from copper to
zinc. There was also a trend toward use of cast iron at least
for parts of the rooster weathervanes. 

The 1890s also saw a rise in another form rooster, the
mill weight. A major contributor was the Elgin Windmill
Power Company of Elgin, Illinois. The firm used animal
forms for many sizes of mill weights ranging from eight
to 85 pounds. The cast iron images were typically from 15
to 18 inches tall. In practice they were individually at-
tached to the windmill and used to pump water to other
parts of the farm. 

Elgin and others continued to make rooster-image mill
weights into the 20th century, and while earlier examples
were simply painted white later issues were sometimes
given red and yellow detailing. Today such surviving fig-
ural mill weights, even those with slight surface imperfec-
tions, can be highly collectible. 

As early as the 1930s the Pottery Guild of America
had adopted the rooster's wistful likeness for crafting cook-
ie jars. In later years other cookie jar makers followed suit
including Sierra Vista, American Bisque, Gilner, McCoy,
and even California's Twin Winton. 

By the middle of the 20th century roosters of the past
were being re-discovered as grand American folk art.
Weathervanes and wood carvings were retrieved from
playgrounds and attic trunks to be claimed as prized col-
lectibles. Today such classic rooster images command
major attention at leading shops and auction galleries. 
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By Robert Reed

The latest book on distinguished Red Wing Stoneware is an
impressive one. Red Wing Stoneware Encyclopedia by Dan De
Pasquale and Larry Peterson offers an amazing array of products
from one of America’s finest stoneware manufacturers. 

Hundreds and hundreds of items are colorfully illustrated
along with current values. Red Wing is understandably highly
collectible and some of the prices clearly reflect it from the plain
salt glaze churns in the one gallon size listing at $250 to $350,
to the Red Wing Success Filter complete with black stamp and
original list at $1,300 to $1,400.

As the authors point out the upper Midwest has long been
a "Mecca for early stoneware production." Early utilitarian
wares were typically the work of smaller potters, which were
eventually surpassed by two larger companies—the Western
Stoneware Company and the Red Wing Stoneware Company.
The second firm is the clear focus of the book.

True to its title the volume presents an extensive selection
of this ‘Cadillac’ of stoneware makers. Specific selections of the
book include general stoneware, kitchen stoneware, and various
jugs.

Prolifically presented in the general stoneware chapter are
crocks, water coolers, churns, spittoons, chamber pots, and
chicken feeders among other items. The kitchen chapter turns to
bean pots, butter crocks, bowls, nappies, pitchers, mugs, pantry
jars, refrigerator jars, and other kitchen-related wares.

In the book’s introduction the authors make reference to
early stoneware collectors who were sometimes content with
any piece "as long as it was signed." They report now "new col-
lectors have done their homework and seem to target specific,
high quality items for their collection. For example, advertising
ware, salt glaze items, and rare hard to find items are hard to
find."

Red Wing Stoneware Encyclopedia by Dan De Pasquale
and Larry Peterson, hardcover, color illustrated, values, index,
224 pages, $29.95 plus shipping from Collector Books, 1-800-
626-5420.

Large Letter Postcards
At Last Getting Attention

At long last large letter postcards are getting the attention
they deserve. The impressive volume provides a sweeping look
at more than 2,300 colorful large letter greetings-related post-
cards of yesteryear. 

Clearly large letter greetings-type postcards were in use in
the United States by the early 1900s. However as the authors
point out a list of all the large letter postcards "could run into the
tens of thousands." Instead the book centers on the so-called
classic age from the early 1930s to the middle 1950s.

Chapters in the volume include 50 scarce large letter post-
cards, 50 graphically appealing large letter postcards, and man-
ufacturers. Still an additional section provides such postcards by
states along with current values.

Interestingly the authors indicate that many postcard man-
ufactur-
ers did
n o t
k e e p
the nec-
e s s a r y
records
to con-
s t r u c t
t h e i r
l i s t i n g
of hundreds of postcards. Instead, "it had to be done through
acquisition with some postcards taking years to obtain."

The co-authors have considerable experience in the post-
card field. Tenney is a long time buyer and seller of such large
letter postcards. Hilbert has collected postcards since early
childhood. Both authors are residents of Arizona. 
Large Letter Postcards: The Definitive Guide 1930s to 1950s by

Fred Tenney and Kevin Hilbert has 160 pages and 2,375 color
photographs. Hardcover, with index, the book is $39.99 plus
shipping from Schiffer Publishing, 4880 Lower Valley Rd.,
Atglen, PA 19310.

(Book reviews by Robert Reed, Antique and Collectible
News Service, PO Box 204,  Knightstown, IN 46148.)
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We take great 
pride in being a

“great little town” 
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

Inside Antiques

Red Wing Stoneware — Book Is Impressive One

Sedalia

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstrations 
Weekends in January

115 East Main 719-372-6677

WANTED
WANTED: DUNCAN PHYFE

DROP LEAF TABLE and

four chairs, mahogany twin

bed frame, sturdy oak rocking

chair, call 720-628-2311. (12-

14)

WANTED: ROCK AND

R O L L   C O N C E R T

POSTERS local, national,

vintage, modern CASH

PAID, 303-319-2313. (3-13)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES

WANTED, 303-792-2450.

(5-15)

OLDER PAINTINGS in any

condition wanted for pur-

chase. 303-997-4860. (11-13)

FOR SALE
LARGE OCCUPIED JAPAN
COLLECTION FOR SALE.
For appointment to see,
call 303-919-3092 (1-14)

FOR SALE: LARGE
QUANTITY RHINESTONE
SCOTTIE DOG, GIRAFFE
and FROG pins. 20 years
old. Call 303-755-1880. (8-
14)

SHOW SUPPLIES: Fitted
black tablecloths for 6 x 8
ft. tables, black boards with
grid, mirrored supports for
multiple shelves, risers
with black crushed velvet
fabric. 303-530-7355. (12-
14)

FOR SALE: The Iron Gate
Antique Mall at 109 W.
Main St. in Florence Col-
orado is for sale. Sale
includes 8670 sq. ft. build-
ing and the business.
$345,000. Please call
Brandon Angel for more
details 719-240-6471.

SERVICES

C H I P S   A N D   P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain repairs,
pearl restringing. By appoint-
ment only, call Sari, 303-623-

4217 or email chipsand-
pieces @ yahoo. com

DEALERS
DEALER SPACES AVAIL-
ABLE Want to get into  the
Antiques business?  Want
to expand existing business?
Join Downtown Colorado
Springs’ Oldest & Largest
Award Winning Antique Mall.
Premium floor spaces &
cases available.  Friendly &
helpful staff.  Open Daily.
Stop by or call, 719-633-
6070.  Antique Gallery, 117
South Wahsatch Ave.

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to our
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

CLUBS
D O   Y O U   L O V E   A N -
TIQUES, Collectibles, Art
and History? Questers is
the Club for you! Contact:
OFWANTIQUES@gmail
.com, 970-226-4432.
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Always

Buying

Brighton

Complete Antique
Restoration Available

Full Line of
Antiques &
Collectibles

(1/2 Blk. No. of Bridge & Main)
Brighton, CO 80601

303-659-7516

24 North Main  

W A N T E D
WANTED: Older
style gas ranges,
1920s-50s ie Cham-
bers, O’Keeffe and
Merritt, others, no
electrics 303-779-
0073 (01-07)

WANTED: Antique Heating
and Cooking Stoves, or-
nate, 303-779-0073. (01-07)

WANTED: 
TOY AIRPLANES (TMD);
factory display models;
built up plastic models. Call
Walt, 970-204-0499 ( 1-10)

WANTED: PILLIN POT-
TERY, 303-477-3923. (5-10)

WANTED: MODEL AIR-
PLANES, kits, engines, race
cars. 303-422-0408 (12-07)

WANTED: OLD VENDING
MACHINES, gumball, pea-
nut, matches, cigarette and
etc. Call Jeff (303) 775-
3250. (11-09)

GOLF COLLECTIBLES
WANTED, 303-792-2450.
(4-10)

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Antique secre-
tary box circa 1850—brass
bound teak—rare-excellent
condition—$2100, set of 2
vaseline glass candle hold-
ers—short, curled base—
$150, small oil lamp circa
1800—green with white flow-
ers—never used—$150,
Royal Copenhagen tea set—
open lace pattern—num-
bered—4 pieces—hard to
find, Many McCoy pieces—

mostly flower pots—vase—
bedside bowl and pitcher set,
lg, Antique Singer sewing
machine with case, Cut
glass, 303-838-3643. Email:
jgf3643@hotmail.com

FOR SALE: A.B. Dick 310
offset press, 111 plate
maker, Michael’s collator,
Schaefer cast iron wax
melter, manuals, misc parts.
$100.00 takes all. 719-647-
8867. Pueblo West. (12-09)

DOULTON’S BOWL/
PITCHER Fontainbleau
Burslem pitcher good condi-
tion O3068K bowl small
crack $1,000 OBO 303-659-
0748. (01/10)

DEALERS
R O C K Y M O U N T A I N
ANTIQUES IN LOVELAND
wants dealers w/toys, clocks,
watches, quality knives &
razors, tools, other neat stuff.
Low rent. 970-669-7440.

DEALER SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE Serendipity Mercan-
tile, Longmont, Colorado.
large building, room for more
dealers. Great parking! Call
303-776-8511. 

DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to or
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

RETAIL FOR LEASE, 1400
block South Broadway, 3
spaces, 1300 to 2500 square
feet, each with storage.
Betsy 303-777-0848, bc
tournier@aol.com (08/09) 

SERVICES
BUY OR SELL ANTIQUE
BUSINESS! Licensed bro-
ker to bring together buyers
and sellers. We package
trade names, inventory,
customer lists, Real Estate
leases and sales, and cre-
ative financing and ex-
changes. 303-913-3355
www.Traylorhomes.com
Business Opportunities

C H I P S A N D P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain
repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
Sari, 303-623-4217 or
email chipsandpieces @
yahoo.com

EXPERT silver and met-
als repairs restoration.
Appraisals for insurance.
720-939-9373, nat_mx6
@hotmail.com (3-07) Lyons

Spree Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 1003
Bailey, CO 80421

WESTERN
COLLECTIONS FOR

SALE
Metal horse statues, Roy
Rogers collection. Other

Western
stars items,

Dixie 
Premiums,
movie cow-

boy and
rodeo post
cards, sad-

dles, horses, etc. on
plates, ladies with horse

calendars, Tom Beecham
convas type prints 

in frames. 
Horses on scarves 

collection, horses on
hankies collection. West-
ern neckties collection.

More items too numerous
to mention. 

Serious inquiries only!

303-432-7223

Dan’s 
Painting,

Remodeling
Wallpaper Removal,

Dry Wall Repair, Water
Damage Repair
Acoustic/Ceiling 

Removal

303-922-0792

Advertise
in the Moun-
tain States
Collector.        

Reach the
t h o u s a n d s
of antique
c o l l e c t o r s
and afficionados that enjoy
this 37 year old newspaper
devoted to the collector and to
the antique buff. 

Call 303-674-1253 for more
information.

Get more
bang for your
buck!

Drop us a line. 
We’d love to hear from you.
Our address is: P.O. Box 1003

Bailey, CO 80421
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www.Traylorhomes.com
Business Opportunities

C H I P S A N D P I E C E S
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain
repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
Sari, 303-623-4217 or
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als repairs restoration.
Appraisals for insurance.
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We take great 
pride in being a

“great little town” 
where you’re 

a stranger only once!

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF 
QUALITY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES
30 DEALERS

New
Arrivals
Daily! 109 W. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, CO 81226

719.784.3797 • IRONGATEANTIQS@AOL.COM

25 Vendors Offering Hundreds of Unique Items

126 W. Main Street
Florence, CO 81226

M. Gary McCallister
(719) 784-6582

Furniture, Pottery, Railroad, Western Items &
Quality Antiques Bought & Sold

Vintage Linens, Fitz & Floyd, 
Display Racks, French Soaps, Gifts

123 West Main • Florence, CO 81226 • 719-784-2303

Antique Capital of Colorado

 

       

Antique Warehouse
Best selection of vintage lighting in Southern Colorado.

Vintage Lighting, hanging lights, artwork, primitives, Western Decor

60% off most primitives

Heritage Arts Demonstrations 
Weekends in January

115 East Main 719-372-6677
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CLASSIFIED ADS:

We take great
pride in being a
“great little town”
where you’re a

stranger only once!



As Holiday Sale Traditions go, this one is truly worth
your time!  With nearly 200 Dealers and Consignors, all
‘stuffed to perfection’ in our 10,200 sf building, the selec-
tion of one-of-a-kind gifts is rather amazing!

Many of our Dealers are offering Holiday Sales now
through December 31st.   Whether it’s a piece of antique
or gently used furniture you’re looking for or just for an

unexpected treasure to grab your fancy, we believe you’ll
find it here and find it affordable!  If it’s Van Briggle you
want, it’s Van Briggle you shall find!  If you’re more into
garden and yard art, a sampling is always displayed out
front.

Your journey includes a vintage tour of all that is
Christmas.  There are ornaments, wreaths, garland, linens,

tins, holiday collectibles
(some modern, most old).
A room dedicated to
Christmas, all year round!
The walls are painted a
Festive Holiday Red to
help enhance your Holiday
Experience!

Our Library is stuffed
with books of all kinds.
There’s a kid’s section, a

cooking section, with lots of books to browse and satisfy.
There’s even great music available.  Elvis, Bing Crosby,
even Beatles albums make an appearance.

A true Antique Store; lovingly preserved for every-
one’s enjoyment!  Our staff is friendly and helpful.  Be

sure to stop in this Holiday Season.  We are
open every day.  Hours are Monday – Saturday,
10 am – 6 pm.  Open Sundays, 11 am – 4 pm.
A long-time favorite of locals and tourists alike,
the Antique Gallery consistently wins ‘Best Of’
awards by both local papers. You quickly un-
derstand our motto, Where You Find It.

Be sure to help celebrate the Antique

Gallery’s 23rd Annual Holiday Sale. They are

located at 117 South Wahsatch Avenue in Col-

orado Springs, Colorado. They can be reached

at 719-633-6070. Go to www.Facebook.com/

AntiqueGallery or to www.antiquegallery

inc.com for more information. 
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Aurora

Monday - Thursday 

and Saturday 10-6

Friday 12-6 • Sunday 11-5

1947 S. Havana

Aurora, CO 80014

303.337.6880

Q u a l i t y  T h a t  L a s t s !

���� �����������������
����������������������
����
���	���

���� �����������������
����������������������
����
���	���

���� �����������������
����������������������
����
���	���

�"����"���
����

�"����"���������

�"����"��������

�"����"���������

�"����"���������"����"���	����

�
	��	�	
��
�
�����
��	�
�����
	�

�
	��	�	
��
�
�����
��	�
�����
	�

�
	��	�	
��
�
�����
��	�
�����
	�

Happy Holidays!
9th Anniversary Sale Thru Dec. 14 

All dealers will have discounts. 
Come celebrate with us!

East 

Central

Denver

ColfaxOn January
18, we observe
the birthday of
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. King
was the chief
spokesman for
n o n v i o l e n t
activism in the
civil rights move-
ment. He suc-
cessfully protest-
ed discrimination
in federal and
state laws. He
also recognized
the power of ser-
vice to strengthen
communities and
achieve common goals. 

In honor of King's memory, the National Martin
Luther King Day of Service was started by Pennsylva-
nia Senator Harris Wofford and Atlanta Congressman
John Lewis, who co-authored the King Holiday and
Service Act. The federal legislation was signed into

law by President Bill Clinton on August 23, 1994. 
The goal of the Act honoring King is to make the

holiday a day when people of all ages and backgrounds
come together to improve lives, bridge social barriers,
and move our nation closer to the "Beloved Communi-
ty" that King envisioned. 

Since its inception, participation in public service
projects has grown each year. 

In 2009, a record number of Americans honored
King and answered then president-elect Obama's call
to service by volunteering on the January 19 King Day
of Service. 

More than 13,000
service projects took
place across the country,
twice as many as in the
previous year. 

Americans made it
"a day on, not a day off"
by delivering meals,
refurbishing schools,
helping older people,
reading to children, sign-
ing up mentors, and
much more. 

Warman’s Handbags Field Guide by Abigail Ruther-
ford. Excellent vintage purse resource. More than 500
color illustrations and values. Softcover, index, 512
pages, $14.99 plus shipping from Krause Publications, 1-
800-258-0929.

Looking At European Frames: A Guide To Terms,
Styles, and Techniques by D. Gene Karraker. Fascinat-
ing and focused coverage, over 200 entries. Softcover,
color illustrated with objects from the J. Paul Getty Muse-
um, 88 pages, $18.95 plus shipping from Oxford Univer-
sity Press.

Baldwin Locomotives. Hundreds of detailed etchings of
historic locomotives produced by the Baldwin Locomo-
tive Works which began operations in 1831. Quality edi-
tion included descriptions of locomotives, components,
and construction. Hardcover, 328 pages, $39.99 plus ship-
ping from Schiffer Publishing, 4880 Lower Valley Rd.,
Atglen, PA 19310.

1000 Comic Books You Must Read by Tony Isabella.
One grand journey through 70 years of amazing and
appealing American comic books. Chapters capture
decades, as in "the Fearful Fifties" and "the Swinging Six-
ties". The color illustrations and accompanying details are
terrific. Hardcover, index, 272 pages, $29.99 plus ship-
ping from Krause Publications, 1-800-258-0929.

Everyday Artifacts: America 1750-1850 by Anthony L.
Tafel. Revealing and rewarding look at the tools and other
possessions of Americans during an earlier era. More than
280 full color illustrations and descriptions are included
from dated anvils wood working planes. Softcover, 112
pages, $19.99 plus shipping from Schiffer Publishing,

4880 Lower Valley Rd., Atglen, PA 19310.

Standard Catalog of United States Paper Money, 28th
edition, edited by George Cuhaj with market analyst
William Brandimore. Essential guide with 1,300 color
images and more than 5,000 listings. A clear leader in the
field. Softcover, 436 pages, $29.99 plus shipping from
Krause Publications, 1-800-258-0929.

(Book reviews by Robert Reed, Antique and Collectible
News Service, PO Box 204, Knightstown, IN 46148.)
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King Day of Service Jan. 18
On January

18, we observe
the birthday of
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. King
was the chief
spokesman for
n o n v i o l e n t
activism in the
civil rights move-
ment. He suc-
cessfully protest-
ed discrimination
in federal and
state laws. He
also recognized
the power of ser-
vice to strengthen
communities and
achieve common goals. 

In honor of King's memory, the National Martin
Luther King Day of Service was started by Pennsylva-
nia Senator Harris Wofford and Atlanta Congressman
John Lewis, who co-authored the King Holiday and
Service Act. The federal legislation was signed into

law by President Bill Clinton on August 23, 1994. 
The goal of the Act honoring King is to make the

holiday a day when people of all ages and backgrounds
come together to improve lives, bridge social barriers,
and move our nation closer to the "Beloved Communi-
ty" that King envisioned. 

Since its inception, participation in public service
projects has grown each year. 

In 2009, a record number of Americans honored
King and answered then president-elect Obama's call
to service by volunteering on the January 19 King Day
of Service. 

More than 13,000
service projects took
place across the country,
twice as many as in the
previous year. 

Americans made it
"a day on, not a day off"
by delivering meals,
refurbishing schools,
helping older people,
reading to children, sign-
ing up mentors, and
much more. 
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By Roy Nuhn

In 1886 - 128 years ago - excitement reigned throughout
the land.  Our president, Grover Cleveland, was to be mar-
ried. Young, pretty Frances Folsom, the bride-to-be, had be-
come America's sweetheart seemingly overnight.  Everyone
enjoys a story of romance and folks back then were no differ-
ent. In what became close to a national holiday, the couple
were married on June 2.

Francis, a beautiful young woman of 21, was the daugh-
ter of a very close friend of Cleveland's.  He became the girl's
guardian when his friend died.  Slowly, over the years, a fond-
ness for her developed.  The news of the impending marriage
caught the nation by surprise.  His being 48 years old, more
than twice her age, failed to dampened the public's enthusi-
asm. She was admired, talked about and her every activity re-
ported by the press.  Wherever she went, adoring crowds gath-
ered.  As with today's entertainment superstars, women copied
her hair styling and wardrobe. When it was rumored that
Frances never wore bustles under her dresses, they went
quickly out of fashion.  Lovingly nicknamed "Frank" by a

smitten public, she became America's first fashion-setting
First Lady. Americans, especially the ladies, couldn't get
enough of Francis Folsom.

Grover Cleveland is the only president whose life was
commemorated on both 19th-century trade cards and post-
cards of the early 20th.  His two terms of office (1885-1889
and 1893-1897) occurred during the peak of the trade card
fad and he lived until 1908/ the middle of the souvenir card
craze.

These are cards issued during the actual years he served
as the nation's chief executive and afterwards in retirement.
All of our presidents, of course, have been subjects of nu-
merous postcards, including many incumbents.  But Cleve-
land remains the only president captured on both contempo-
rary card forms.

The most important personal happening during his pres-
idency was his marriage to Frances Folsom.  Only two bach-
elors have ever been elected to the oval office, Cleveland
being one of them. The other, James Buchanan, remained that
way.  While other presidents, such as Woodrow Wilson in
1915, were married while serving in office, only Cleveland
did it in the White House.

The marriage endeared him with the public.  An austere,
tough and painfully forthright man, his personal image had
not been the best.  Some of his sobriquets were "Buffalo
Hangman," "Veto President," "Stuffed Prophet," and "Grover
the Good."

To capitalize on the publicity and tremendous good will
generated by the highly publicized marriage and America's
adoration of Frances, many manufacturers and businesses
began issuing trade cards advertising their goods that showed
him and his bride or, sometimes, just Frances.  For thread
makers the occasion provided a golden opportunity for the
use of such phrases as "the tie that binds," accompanied by
an illustration of their thread binding the happy couple to-
gether.  The strength of the product was synonymous with
the stoutness of the unbreakable wedding vows.

In addition to the wedding theme, several rare political
trade cards were issued by various firms for all three of
Cleveland's campaigns (he lost the 1888 election).  On most
of them, all of the nominees were pictured.  One released by
Belding Brothers, thread and knitting silk manufacturers, was
titled Strong American Candidates for Public Favor - 1884"
and had insets of Cleveland and his running mate, Thomas
Hendricks, their opponents, and depiction of the company's
sewing goods.  Other cards depicted only Cleveland and
Blaine.                  

Other paper collectibles offer much interesting informa-
tion and illustrations, especially magazines of the day, of the
couple and the wedding.  Notable are the various 1886 issues
of Harper' Weekly, especially in May and June.  Most enjoy-
able is a double page drawing which appeared in the June
12th number.  This was a close-up of the wedding ceremony
and showed the Reverend Dr. Sunderland officiating as the
couple held hands.  The same edition also carried an illustra-
tion of the crowds gathered outside of the White House.

After leaving office at the end of his second term,
Grover Cleveland and his family retired to Princeton, New

Jersey.  For the
next 12 years he
lived quietly,
dabbling in lec-
turing, writing
and an occa-
sional involve-
ment in public
life.

One daugh-
ter, Esther, was
born in the
White House, in
1893, the first in
history to have
that honor.  Mc-
Loughlin's Cof-
fee, prodigious
producer of
trade cards of-
fered a card of
the "Christening
of Baby Esther,"
along with an il-
lustration of the
baptismal scene.
In all, between
1891 and 1903, three daughters and two sons rounded out the
Cleveland family.

Postcards published during the first decade of the next
century of the former president are many.  Rotograph issued
one titled "Ex-Pres. Grover Cleveland," as their No. A-5.  Al-
bertype Co. published a soft pastel card with Cleveland's sig-
nature facsimile on the front.  One of Goldsmith's officials
for the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition portrays him.

A very rare item is a leather style by an unknown pub-
lisher bearing the same portrait used by Rotograph Co.  Be-
neath his name is the year of birth, "1837."  Leather post-
cards portraying U.S. presidents, or any famous person, are
quite uncommon. Then there are the various presidential sets
- Tuck's, Leighton's, etc. - and the later chromes.  The flag-
and-eagle set, of course, has one of President Cleveland
along with a few lines of vital statistics.  To go along with
the Tuck "Presidents of the United States" set, Number 2328,
there is "Homes of the U.S. Presidents," Series Number 2900,
by the same publisher.

President Cleveland died in 1908.  Frances remarried in
1913, to a Wells College professor.  She passed away at the
age of 83 in 1947, having outlived Grover by 39 years.
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the President takes a bride

"The Thread That Binds the Union," trade

card by Merrick Thread, copyright 1888.

The soon-to-be couple out shopping. Trade card issued

by Gilbert Mfg. Co., makers of dress linens. Printer

was Donaldson Bros (1886 copyright). 
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We only had one correct answer to November’s What Is It. Our reliable
guesser Charles Pheasant properly identified the object as a lady’s evening
bag circa 1920’s. He added, “Hard to tell about scale, but my guess is small.
Suitable for a lipstick and a derringer.”

This item is a purse! This tiny party bag is of the 1920s era.  It is made of
silk covered with tinted ostrich feathers. Pretty fancy. The purse could hold lit-
tle more than a compact. 

In 1978, at an auction in Massachusetts, seven small handbags—needlework
purses and pocketbooks— dating from the 18th and early 19th Centuries were sold
for $1,100. Some of these purses measured only a few inches across. The price paid
for them is an indication of the rarity of early American handbags. Fortunately for
collectors, however, the prices paid for some of the more common handbags, while
increasing, have not yet soared into the four-figure range.

Congratulations, Charles, you have won a year’s subscription to The Moun-
tain States Collector.

www.mountainstatescollector.com Mountain States Collector—DECEMBER 2014 23

Contest

December’s What is it?november’s What is it?

Send your answers to the What Is It contest, postmarked by
December 20, to the Mountain States Collector, P.O. Box 1003,
Bailey, CO 80421. 

Three winners will be drawn. Winners receive a year’s subscrip-
tion to the Mountain States Collector.

Advertise in 
the Mountain States
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Call Jon DeStefano at
720-276-2777. Or contact
him through his email: 
jondestef@gmail.com.
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collectors and antiques
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