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We are looking for Fine Antiques, Estates, Artwork, Rare Collections, Jewelry, Sterling Silver,
Stained Glass, Clocks, and Collectibles for 2014 Auctions. If you are considering selling, give us a
call. We will purchase outright or take consignments for Special Auctions. If you have individual
pieces or an entire estate, please call Tom or Helen or email photos to Bruhnsauction @aol.com.
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Show Calendar

October Events
OCT. 4 & 5: SONACHI NAVAJO WEAVING COMPANY INVENTORY CLOSEOUT SALE at the Sheraton West Hotel and Conference Center Genesee Room, 360
Union Blvd., Lakewood, CO. More info, go to www.Sonachi.com or call Linda Lancaster at 303-570-2515.
OCT. 4: A PARIS STREET MARKET an open-air vintage antique and artisan market,
8-3 rain or shine, Aspen Grove, 7301 S. Santa Fe. Dr., Littleton, CO 80120 More info,
call 303-877-9457 or go to aparisstreetmarket.com.
OCT. 4: TIMBER DAN ANTIQUE AND COLLECTIBLE TOY SHOW AND
SALE, Loveland, Colorado, sponsored by the Loveland Lions Club. More than 180 tables — 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Larimer County Fairgrounds (“The Ranch”), First National Bank Exhibition Bldg., North Hall. Take I-25 Exit 259 east to Fairgrounds Ave., then
north 1/2 mile. Admission $4. For more information, contact Doug Larson, 970-6679655.
OCT. 8: HALLOWEEN Discussion led by Stacy Stryker at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO. More information, or if you would be interested in
doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.
OCT. 11: AN HISTORIC ON-SITE AUCTION IN SAGUACHE IN THE BEAUTIFUL SAN LUIS VALLEY OF COLORADO, 307 4th Street, 10 a.m., preview Oct. 10,
11-5 pm. More info see ad below or call R. OGDEN’S AUCTION SALES, 719-3959281or AUCTIONEER RALPH OGDEN, 719-207-0930.
OCT. 11 & 12: PUMPKIN PIE DAYS ANTIQUE SHOW, sponsored by the St. Vrain Historical Society, to be held at Boulder County Fairgrounds. Call 303-776-1870 for more info.

Sandy, Utah. Info: 303-595-0812, www.slcantiqueshow.com
OCT. 22: AMBER Discussion led by Chris Ives at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo,
11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO. More information, or if you would be interested in
doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.
OCT. 24-26: WORLD WIDE ANTIQUE AND VINTAGE SHOW at the Denver Mart
Expo Bldg., 58th Ave. and I-25 (Exit 215) Fri. & Sat. 10-6 and Sun. 11-5, free parking,
more info go to www.findyourantique.com

Upcoming Shows & Events
NOV. 5: EARLY 1600’s JEWELRY Discussion led by Karen Nicols at 2:00 p.m. at
The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO. More information, or if you
would be interested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303-403-1677.
NOV. 19: A NEW LOOK AT OLD LACE Discussion led by Gretchen Allgeier at 2:00
p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO. More information, or
if you would be interested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or
Charlotte at 303-403-1677.
DEC. 3: TREENWARE Discussion led by Ski Rozanski at 2:00 p.m. at The Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO. More information, or if you would be interested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at 303403-1677.

OCT. 17-19: THE SALT LAKE CITY ANTIQUE SHOW, South Towne Expo Center,

Auction
AN HISTORIC ON-SITE AUCTION IN SAGUACHE IN THE
BEAUTIFUL SAN LUIS VALLEY OF COLORADO

DEC. 17: GREETING CARDS Discussion led by Cheryl Miller at 2:00 p.m. at The
Brass Armadillo, 11301 West I-70, Wheat Ridge, CO. More information, or if you would
be interested in doing a presentation in your area of expertise, call Dixie or Charlotte at
303-403-1677.
JAN. 2-4, 2015: WINGS OVER THE ROCKIES, Denver, Info: 303-595-0812 or www.
antiquesatwings.com.

Auctions
BRUHNS AUCTION We are looking for Fine Antiques, Estates, Artwork, Rare Collections,
Jewelry, Sterling Silver, Stained Glass, Clocks, and Collectibles for 2014 Auctions. If you are considering selling, give us a call. We purchase outright or take consignments for Special Auctions. If you
have individual pieces or an entire estate, call Tom or Helen or email photos to Bruhnsauction@aol.com.
For more information, call 303-744-6505.
NOV. 13: ARTS OF THE AMERICAN WEST, Navajo rugs, blankets, pottery, Native
American beadwork, Southwestern jewelry, Western works of art, furniture, and decorative objects. Inquiries 303-825-1855 or lesliehindman.com, 960 Cherokee Street,
Denver, CO 80204.

Show & Sale

Sonachi Navajo Weaving Company presents an

INVENTORY CLOSEOUT SALE
A percentage of the proceeds will
support the Navajo Literacy Project

October 4 & 5
Sheraton Denver West Hotel and
Conference Center Genesee Room
360 Union Blvd., Lakewood, CO
For more information, go to
www.Sonachi.com or call Linda
Lancaster at 303-570-2515
www.mountainstatescollector.com
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American W est Auction

Thomas Molesworth, Fritz Scholder, and J.J. Audubon on the
Block in Denver at Leslie Hindman Auctioneers’
Arts of the American West Auction
Leslie Hindman Auctioneers’ November 13th Arts of
the American West auction will include over 500 lots of
Navajo textiles, pueblo pottery, beadwork, basketry, Western paintings, decorative arts and Southwestern jewelry.
The Denver office is pleased to include property belonging to private collectors and institutions from across the
country. Featured in the sale is property from the estates
of Rodney Croissant, Greeley, Colorado, and Alan D.
Katz, Boulder, Colorado as well as from the Genesee

Western and Native American objects as we expand our
business in this category. Molesworth designs are innovative and artful. Our Denver team is thrilled to be handling
these iconic pieces," says Maron Hindman, Leslie Hindman
Auctioneers, Denver.
Among the highlights of the Western fine arts offerings is the oil painting American Portrait with Santa Fe
Headdress, by Fritz Scholder, which is estimated to sell for
$10,000/15,000 and a hand colored lithograph by John
James Audubon, titled Bos Americanus, male [American
Bison] (plate LVI), which is expected to bring $10,000/
15,000. The Southwestern jewelry session includes designs
by Charles Loloma and Preston Monongye. Important items
include a silver and turquoise tufa cast bracelet by Charles
Loloma, which carries a presale estimate of $10,000/15,000
and a silver, turquoise, coral, mother of pearl, and jet tufa
cast bracelet by Preston Monongye, which is estimated to
bring $6,000/8,000. The selection of Navajo textiles in the
sale are particularly strong. Among the featured are rugs and
blankets from the Genesee Country Museum in Mumford,

Country Museum in Mumford, New York being sold to
benefit the collections fund.
Leslie Hindman Auctioneers is excited about the
Thomas Molesworth furniture, from the Rodney Croissant
collection, which reputedly originated from The Historic
Plains Hotel in Cheyenne, Wyoming. Available for purchase
are two burlwood club chairs, circa 1939, one with routed
side panel, which are estimated to sell for $15,000/25,000,
as well as a sofa upholstered with Chimayo trade cloth,
which is expected to bring $10,000/15,000. "Being in Denver has afforded us the opportunity to handle interesting

New York, including a Germantown Moki style serape,
Hubbell Revival, circa 1895, estimated at $8,000/12,000 and
a third phase Germantown chief's blanket, late 19th century,
which is estimated at $7,000/9,000. Additional highlights
include a silver and gold mounted, tooled leather show saddle by Nolte-Olson, circa 1940, which carries a presale estimate of $8,000/12,000 and a silver mounted parade saddle,
mid-20th century, made for S.Rae Hickok by Hollywood
Saddlery Ltd., which is expected to bring $8,000/12,000.
Leslie Hindman Auctioneers opened a Western regional office in Denver, Colorado in 2012 and are pleased with
the quality consignments and positive response received to
date. This sale will be conducted at 960 Cherokee Street,
Denver on November 13th beginning at 10a.m. (MT). The
exhibition will be open to the public Thursday, November
6th through Wednesday, November 12th, from 10 a.m. until
5 p.m., closed on Sunday. For further information, please
contact the Denver office at 303.825.1855 or visit our website at www.lesliehindman.com.

Auction
David’s Tip of the Month

Host a Family Meeting

Services Available

www.mountainstatescollector.com
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So. Lipan, Denver

So. Broadway, Denver

Antique Alcove
1236 S. Broadway, Denver, CO 80210

303-722-4649
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Antique Detective

What You Should Know About Fore-Edge Painted Books
By Anne Gilbert
Chances are you don’t even know about fore-edge painted books. No wonder, since they rarely turn up at auctions,
shows or shops. Yet, you might have some 19th century or
older books gathering dust on your shelves.
Begin by looking at the edging and fan the pages left to
right. You may be pleasantly surprised when a painted scene
or other subjects emerge. Then flip from right to left. A second picture may turn up. These paintings are known as fouredge and only become visible when the pages are fanned.
While they are rare not all are costly.
There is little information available on fore-edge painting and the artists who created them. There are examples in
the Huntington Library of California and the Metropolitan
Museum, Toronto, Canada.
Books have been marked with fore-edge painting before
printing was invented. The custom began for practical reasons.
Since manuscript books were stored flat the titles were marked

Unsigned, fore-edge painting of landscape and church, c.1866
on“The Holy Bible.” Skinner Rare Book Auction, Boston, MA

on the fore-edge. Only when the manuscript was closed was the
title visible. Watercolors were applied with a very dry brush.
Most fore-edge paintings aren’t signed. When they can be
attributed to an artist the price goes up. An example came to a
London auction in the late 20th century when 18 volumes with
fore-edge paintings done in the 1580s by Italian artist, Caesare
Vecellio fetched big prices. One showing a seated man sold for
67,500 British pounds. All were part of a book collection, handed down for generations in an Italian family.
The art form was popular in England by the 16th century.
Best known was royal bookbinder Samuel Hearne, the first Eng-

lish artist to use this technique in 1669 on The Book of Common
Prayer.
Fore-edge painting was often done long after a book was
printed. Artist Joseph Fletcher painted a copy of the “Last Supper” and signed it, one hundred years after it was published in
1585.
In the mid-18th century till the end of the 19th, foreedge painting was popular. Hunting and fishing scenes
were introduced.
CLUES: This may be the only collecting category not
plagued by fakes. 19th century, unsigned examples are still
affordable at auction. Two examples are offered at the
November 17th Skinner Rare Books Auction with estimates
of $300 to $1,000. They aren’t artist signed.
A good place to start searching is garage sales, or your
grandmother’s bookshelves. Pages may be gilt or marbled.
19th century books of poetry published in England often had
fore-edge paintings. Not all of the paintings are top quality.
The more interesting the painting the higher the value.

Denver

Starr Antiques
Featuring Colonial and Federal Period furniture and accessories.
Discover how accenting with a fine piece, big
or small, can give your home that extra panache:
The sophisticated design of Folk Art, the "hand"
in stoneware jugs, the patience of quilts, porcelain that traveled 2,000 miles from China 200
years ago, handmade furniture from craftsmen
with decades of apprenticeship, silver candlesticks from Colonial America, portraits as the
keepers of memory.

Antiques & Decorative Accessories
Original Art, Vintage, Lighting, Crystal & Silver
Hand-painted Furniture, Rugs

Consignment of select pieces,
whether from individuals or estates, are welcome.

Open Tuesday-Saturday, 10a.m.-5p.m.
(303) 399-4537
starrantiques.com
2930 E. 6th Avenue, Denver, Colorado 80206

Antiques & Nuts . . .
Antiques
and much more
Colorado

Nut

Company

since 1937
Custom Gift Baskets for all Occasions • Fresh Roasted Nuts • Trail Mixes
Vintage Furniture, Pottery, Collectibles, Books, Teapots, Chandeliers,
Old Prints, Glassware, Jewelry, Linens, Toys
Roger Renaud
Kathy Renaud
Family Owned
www.coloradonutco.com

Open:
Tue.-Sat.,
11-5:30
Sun. and
Mon. by
Chance

1464
ANTIQUES

Colorado Nut Company
2 Kalamath St., Denver, CO 80223
(Corner of Kalamath St. and Ellsworth)

Mon.-Fri.
8-5, Sat.
Mon.-Fri.
8-510-3:30

303-733-7311 • 1-800-876-1625

1464
So. Broadway
Denver, CO
80210
720469-8631

Vintage jewelry, clothing, personal accessories, antique home furnishings, armoires, bookcases, buffets, chests, desks, dining room tables,
lighting, mirrors, majolica, porcelain, artwork, clocks,
crystals, copper, brass, pewter, silver
www.mountainstatescollector.com
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Arvada

Homestead Antiques
6530 Wadsworth Blvd., Suite130
Arvada, CO 80003
2 Miles North of I-70 on Wadsworth, N.E. Corner of 64th and Wadsworth
Like us on Facebook

720-484-3644
Open 7 Days a Week, 10-6

Als o vis it a nd c a ll, Su sa n Cor dova
@ Red Door A ntiq ues , 3 03 - 2 84 - 5 9 97

Susan Cordova

Over 60 dealers with a wide variety of
antiques, vintage furnishings, glassware,
jewelry, collectibles, primitives, shabby
chic, Western, Native American,
home decor & more...
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Lakewood

Collectible s

Ketchup & Pickle Fame
H. J. HEINZ CO. COLLECTIBLES
By Roy Nuhn

Jenny’s Junk Emporium
High-end Collectibles
(despite what the name may imply).
Steam engines, locomotives, trains, crystal, china, jewelry,
vintage and small unique collectible finds.

Consignments and Layaways

Ketchup or, if you wish, catsup, goes
back centuries. But it was in 1876 that the
newly organized F. & J. Heinz Co. first began
selling commercially made ketchup to America's housewives. Up to then the weekly
ketchup-making ordeal had been a laborious
and difficult task, one which took many hours
in the family kitchen.
Like so many other household necessities, such as candles, soups, soaps and breads,
it had to be made, until recent times, at home
by the family. In 1876, Heinz became one of
the first companies to begin selling a large
variety of pre-packaged and pre-bottled
foods. One of these was ketchup.
The era was the beginning of the canned
food industry. It initiated a shift in emphasis
from the home kitchen to the grocer's shelf
#& !$ &as% the
"! $primary
# source
$
#& !$The
& story
% "! $ of
of food.
Henry John Heinz and the company he
founded is, in many ways, the story of that
industry.
The company had been organized by
Henry John Heinz, his brother, John, and their
cousin, Frederick, with the goal of manufacturing prepared foods such as pickles and
condiments, Ketchuo was one of the first
products they marketed. Henry was the manager and guiding genius of this fledgling operation.

"

"

Twelve years later the partnership was
reorganized and the firm became known as
the H. J. Heinz Co. It was incorporated in
1905 with Henry becoming president.
Their famous advertising slogan, "FiftySeven Varieties, appeared for the first time in
1896. The company was actually selling far
in excess of 57 different foods, but Henry
Heinz thought "it sounded magical."
It was at the 1893 World's Columbian
Exposition in Chicago that H. J. Heinz Company became nationally famous. Henry had
a flair for advertising and his exhibit in the
Agricultural Building quickly
" " became one of
the major attractions of the Exposition because he gave away small one-and-one-quarter inch pickle pins made of gutta-percha, a

$

Victorian-era pickle-shaped trade cards used
to advertise the company's many products.
tough plastic-like material. One of the most
famous giveaways in the history of merchandising, one million were handed out from the
company's hand carved antique oak pavilion
to fairgoers attracted there by small advertising cards fashioned in the shape of baggage
checks and handed out by an army of small
boys.
Heinz's pickle pin idea was such a successful promotion they continued to be distributed in a centuries-long series of promotions. In the 1980s, for instance, a free pair
was offered the Public Broadcasting System
in connection with concerts by the Pittsburg
Symphony Orchestra. Also being given
away were miniature ketchup bottle magnets.
The Heinz Company was a supporter of these
radio broadcasts.
From pickle pins, it was but a short step
" "
to issuing pickle-shaped
trade cards. First
handed out in 1893, 25 different designs, with
39 variations, have been documented.
The die-cut pickle cards were made of
standard trade card thin cardboard stock.
Each pictured a little girl with a product jar,
plate, or package; or just with the inset of a
lovely woman. Naturally, the card's background, which is of a pickle, is green colored.
They also came embossed in such a way as
to give the impression of the natural grooves
found on the real thing.
On the backsides were advertising for
the various company products.
Heinz's pickle cards continued to be
made up to 1904, when they were phased out.
Most likely, the 1904 advertising pictorial
postcard set of factory scenes that was distributed to visitors at the main Pittsburgh
plant, took their place.
The company also produced a series of
postcard-size
" trade
" cards picturing children
with baskets of their many products, The
sweet faced children were placed in parks and
Continued on page 17

Jenny & Bill Andrus
6625 W. Mississippi Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80226
Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

303-570-1590
www.mountainstatescollector.com
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Wheat Ridge

4501 Wadsworth Blvd ~ Wheat Ridge, CO ~ (303) 463-7796
THOUGH WE LOOK SMALL
ON THE OUTSIDE
INSIDE
YOU WILL DISCOVER
+ 12,000 SQ./FT. OF
WONDERFUL ANTIQUES,
JEWELRY, CLOCK REPAIR,
NATIVE AMERICAN, BOOKS,
HOME DECOR, AND MORE...

HOURS: Monday - Saturday 10-5 Sunday 1-5

14 OCTOBER 2014 —Mountain States Collector

www.mountainstatescollector.com

Anti qu e Detective

Turning Mineral Formations into Decorative Objects
By Anne Gilbert
Beginning in antiquity minerals were turned into
sculptures and small objects. The Chinese have been
using such minerals as jade and carnelian as carved
decorative, functional and ceremonial objects for centuries. Artisans have been creating jewelry, sculptures
and petrified wood into works of art ever since. In Victorian times there were mother-of-pearl calling card
cases, malachite boxes and marble specimen vases.
These days when even 20th century examples
come to auction prices vary depending on who made
them, quality of the work and material used.
Recent Denver, Leslie Hindman Auctions and Beverly Hills, I.M. Chait California auctions showcased
items from private collections. Prices ranged from
$300 to several thousand dollars.
Items can range from a block of crystal in its original natural form to an intricately carved sculpture featuring several colors.
During the 1960s, 70s craftsmen were turning minerals or petrified wood into decorative accents. Slabs

of petrified wood and
agate were polished and
mounted as sculptures.
Petrified wood specimens were imbedded
into table tops. Mineral
and fossil specimens
were turned into lamp
bases.
Minerals were used
in 19th century jewelry,
but not in their raw
form. Using them in
their natural form,
jagged edges and all became popular in the
1970s. Pieces were created for Princess Margaret by Andrew Grima,
an English designer
specializing in minerals. Many of the pieces
mixed minerals with precious minerals. An example is
a Cartier fish brooch, Paris c. 1900 combining gold,
tourmaline and aquamarine.
In the mid-20th century lapidary decorative accessories were created as part of the studio art movement.
CLUES: There are many different types of objects
in this category to collect made from minerals. Among
them perfume bottles, seashells, boxes, agate slices,

boxes, sculptures and raw specimens. As the two auctions proved many beautiful objects can cost only a
few hundred dollars. They can turn up anywhere. This
is a good time to start a collection.
PHOTO CAPTION: (1) Malachite box. PHOTO
CREDIT: I.M CHAIT GALLERIES, BEVERLY HILLS,
CA PHOTO CAPTION: (2) Blue tourmaline sea horse
carving. PHOTO CREDIT: Leslie Hindman Auctioneers,
Chicago, IL

Antique Detective Q & A
openings were meant to be penny banks.
Your battleship candy container could sell for $100
or more to a collector.

By Anne Gilbert

Q. I found this glass figure of a train at a garage sale.
I paid two dollars for it.
The seller didn’t know anything about what it was
used for or the age. It is mounted on a tin base and is 2”
high, 5 1⁄2 “ long and around 1 3/8 inches wide. How old
is it?
What is it and does it have any value?
C.T.-Lancaster, PA #& !$ & % "! $
# $
#& !$ & % "! $
$
A. You have a vintage figural candy container made
around the 1920s-1930s. It was made by the Victory Glass
Company, Jeanette, PA.
Glass figural candy containers were first made as souQ. When I found this metal baby cup at a garage sale
venirs for the 1876 Philadelphia Centennial Exposition.
They were made in the shapes of the Liberty Bell and In- it was black with tarnish. I paid five dollars. When I poldependence Hall. By the end of the 19th century they were ished it I discovered it was sterling silver. It is marked
“Gorham” with a lion, anchor, a “G” and “sterling.” Is it
sold to travelers as souvenirs.
In the 1930s when automatic bottle-blowing ma- valuable or worth only what I paid ? If it is worth anychines came into use they thing I plan to have it engraved and give it to my newly
were mass produced in born grandson.
K. M.C. - Denver, CO.
hundreds of shapes and
often filled with small canA. Good idea! Many
dies. Most were produced
young couples are buyby the Victory Glass Coming vintage and antique
pany (1919-1930). They
silver baby items. New
sterling baby cups can
were not only made of
clear glass but colors and
be quite costly these
milk glass.
days. Your Gorham
Not all figural glass
sterling silver baby cup
containers were made for
could cost over $800 if
candy. Some with slotted
you bought it in a shop.
" "
" "

Wheat Ridge

Auction Gallery

Antiques, Collectibles
Home Decor, Furniture
Toys and More
(We buy old toys!)
Over 25 Great Dealers
Space Available

7341 W. 44th Ave., Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
1 Block East of Wadsworth on 44th Avenue
303-993-3868 Melinda Thompson, Owner
OPEN Daily 10-6 and Sundays 11-5
www.mountainstatescollector.com
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Collectibles

Ketchup and Pickle Fame — H.J. Heinz co.
Continued from page 13
woods. These apparently were first introduced in ad campaigns sometime around 1900 and were in use for at least another decade. Over a dozen different illustrations are known
to collectors.
The Heinz ad department was also busy in the realm
of advertising postcards. Several sets and series were produced as handouts to visitors touring the main plant in
Pittsburg or from stores selling their products. A 1906 set,
for instance, is quite remarkable. It consists of beautiful
artist illustrations of the factory and workers. Quite ornate, they are among the best produced in the earliest years
of the 20th century. Henry Heinz was far ahead of his

es, etc. Still other postcards promoted Heinz's many different
57-plus varieties.
Along with the numerous full and partial page advertising the Heinz Company placed in America's mass circulation family magazines throughout the 20th century
and their other handouts illustrated premium booklets, coloring books, nursery rhymes pamphlets; the actual cans
and jars themselves and their labels, etc., trade cards, advertising postcards, pins and other giveaways offer collectors endless possibilities. And, the most widely used
topical on all of these are the company's famed pickle and
its legendary ketchup.
time in employee relationships (and paternalism).
His hundreds of girls, the mainstay of the work force,
were furnished with uniforms, private lockers and free weekly manicures. They also enjoyed free medical care, homemaking classes, swimming pool privileges, the use of a gymnasium, and a 500-seat dining room which was decorated
with works of art and an endless supply of free condiments.
Heinz also provided music during lunchtime. All of these activities and places are reflected in this series of cards.
Many postcards pictured the famous 900-foot long Heinz
Pier at the Atlantic City seaside. For a half-century, from the
mid-1890s to its destruction by a hurricane in 1944, this pier
and the company's showcase building at the end of it, drew
large crowds looking for free product samples, cooking class-

Castle Rock

The Estate Sale

807 N. Wilcox St., Castle Rock, CO 80104 • 303-688-1207
Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. / Sat., 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
TheEstateSaleCR@aol.com Like us on Facebook.
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More Q & A

lish potters such as Derby, Bow, Worcester and Chelsea.
Yours could fetch $900 or more at auction.
Q. I found this painted spice bin in an antiques shop
years ago. The dealer told me it was called "tole" I have
since used it as a decorative object in my kitchen. Now I
would like to know about its history and value.
M.B.T. - Las Vegas, NV
A. Your 19th century spice bin is known as "tole" —

Antique Detective Answers Your Questions
By Anne Gilbert
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Q . This unusual
cane belonged to my
late grandfather. The
handle is in the shape
of a metal goat head. I
am not sure what the
metal is. It could be
brass. The stick is a
beautiful wood and
the overall condition
is good. I would like
to know the age, any history and value.
B.D.H. - Airville, PA
A. Over the centuries canes served many purposes.
Originally they weren’t made to support walkers, but as a
fashion statement. They were decorative and made of
many materials including ivory, Wedgwood and fine
woods to mention a few. There were also gadget canes,
sword canes and gun canes.
Yours is known as a “shoemakers” cane with a hammer handle, in the shape of a goat’s head. It detaches from
the stick. The metal is most likely bronze, since I found a
similar example on the internet. It was made around 1900
and should have an inscription saying “Made in Germany.” A dealer, specializing in canes could price it at
mostly flower pots—vase—
over
$1,000.
bedside bowl and pitcher set,
lg, Antique Singer sewing
Q. I found
this weird
machine
with case,
Cut looking pottery “thing” at a
garage
sale for five Email:
dollars. I plan to use it as a paperglass, 303-838-3643.
jgf3643@hotmail.com
weight.
It is 3” x 4.” On the bottom the word “Grueby” is

incised along with other words I can’t make out, and a
A.B. Dick
FOR SALE:
flower.
Any clues
as to 310
what it is?
offset
press,
111
plate
C.C. - Denver, CO.
maker, Michael’s collator,
A. You have an example of American Art Pottery that
Schaefer cast iron wax
its beginnings in Cincinnati, Ohio, around 1871. It
had
melter, manuals, misc parts.
had
a
long
run all.
of popularity
takes
719-647- that lasted till the 1920s when
$100.00
Deco
replaced
Art
8867.
Pueblo
West. it.
(12-09)
Your scarab paperweight was made by the Grueby
FOR
DOULTON’S
Faience
Company, BOWL/
founded byRETAIL
William
H.LEASE,
Grueby,1400
late
PITCHER
Fontainbleau
block
South
Broadway,
3
1890s, in the Boston area. It was considered a novelty
Burslem pitcher good condition O3068K bowl small
crack $1,000 OBO 303-6590748. (01/10)

spaces, 1300 to 2500 square
feet, each with storage.
Betsy 303-777-0848, bc
tournier@aol.com (08/09)

DEALERS

SERVICES

when it was introduced by Grueby at the St. Louis World’s
Fair in 1904.
The writing on the back reads, “Grueby pottery,
Boston, U.S.A.
all for
winter.
Open 10-5
in 2006
$1,200.
An example sold at auction
However prices are down these days and at a June auction at Toomey Galleries, Oak Park, Illinois, fetched
only $610.
Do you have an antique item and need more information? Send a photo, history, size, signatures with self-addressed stamped envelope and $25 to, Anne GilbertStrawbridge, 450 N. Federal Highway, unit 605 N. Boynton Beach, FL 33435.

Keenesburg
Keenesburg
— Antique Capitol of weld County

Antiques and
Collectibles
WESTERN 30 So. Main Street
COLLECTIONS FOR
Keenesburg, CO
SALE

303-732-9257

Metal horse statues, Roy
Rogers collection. Other
Western
stars items,
Offering a wide range of
Dixie
antiques from the mid
Premiums,
movie cow1800s to the 1950s
boy and
rodeo post
Open Monday-Saturday
cards, saddles, horses, etc. on
10:00 to 5:00
plates, ladies with horse
calendars, Tom Beecham
http://www.a-step-back.com
convas type prints
in frames.
Horses on scarves
collection, horses on
hankies collection. Western neckties collection.
More items too numerous
to mention.
Serious inquiries only!

DEALER SPACE AVAILABLE Serendipity Mercantile, Longmont, Colorado.
large building, room for more
dealers. Great parking! Call
303-776-8511.
DEALERS WANTED! Front
Range Antiques in Ft. Collins
is seeking dealers of high
quality antiques. Due to or
unique layout, we can make
any size space work for you.
Call 970-282-1808.

BUY OR SELL ANTIQUE
BUSINESS! Licensed broker to bring together buyers
and sellers. We package
trade names, inventory,
customer lists, Real Estate
leases and sales, and creative financing and exchanges. 303-913-3355
www.Traylorhomes.com
Business Opportunities
CHIPS AND PIECES
RESTORATION invisible
pottery and porcelain
repairs, pearl restringing.
By appointment only, call
Sari, 303-623-4217 or
email chipsandpieces @
yahoo.com

!)*%(! Longmont
%$ #%$*
Historic

Knute’sAdvertise

Call
303-674-1253
for more
( 12-5
$*!"
Mon.-Sat.
10-6, Sun.
www.knutes.com
information.

(Open by appointment)

EXPERT silver and metals repairs restoration.
Appraisals for insurance.
720-939-9373, nat_mx6
@hotmail.com (3-07)
Complete Antique
Restoration Available

%+(
.

24 North Main

Brighton, CO 80601
303-659-7516
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Antiques
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States
• Quality Refinishingtain
/ Restoration
Just 30 minutes
Painting,
• Repairs / Spindle turning
Collector.
north of Denver
Remodeling
• Veneer replacement
Wallpaper
Removal,
Reach
the
We sell the restoration products that we use:
Dry Wall Repair, Water
Lightning Strip Paint & Varnish
t h oRemover,
u s a nGeneral
ds
Damage Repair
Finishes
water-based
stain,
sanding
sealer and topAcoustic/Ceiling
coat, Removal
Antique Restorer’s of
Furnitureantique
Cleaner and
Lemon Oil Beeswax
303-922-0792
collectors
13518 County Road #1, Longmont,
CO 80504
and afficionados
that enjoy
Directions from I-25: exit #243 (Hwy 66)
371/2 year
old newspaper
west 4 miles to County Rdthis
#1, South
mile
Between 17th Ave & Hwy 66 on Rd #1
devoted to the collector and to
the antique buff.
303-772-9693
$+ * / )
cagreenman@msn.com

Full Line of
Antiques &
Collectibles

Closed Sunday & Monday
Tues. - Fri. 8-4:30
Sat. 9-2:30

www.mountainstatescollector.com

303-432-7223

R O C K Y M O U N TA I N
ANTIQUES IN LOVELAND
wants dealers w/toys, clocks,
watches, quality knives &
razors, tools, other neat stuff.
Low rent. 970-669-7440.
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Holiday Collectible s

American Advertising Treasures

HALLOWEEN BLOTTERS
Continued from page 1
England and in this country. This rascally chimpanzee,
with support from his pals, was always getting himself involved in all kinds of situations. On the October 1944
blotter, for instance, Gran'pop is reading his crystal ball
amidst a darkish Halloween background.
A 1944 set of children scenes, the unsigned work of
C. Twelvetrees and produced by giant printer Brown and
Bigelow of Joliet, Illinois, as general stock merchandise,
has a scene of two small boys setting up a prank at some
unlucky neighbor's house. The caption on this is a blend
of seasonal ambiance and Halloween:

"October, the country's much less green
But it ends with old Halloween."
This blotter was published by Williams Laboratory
and given to dentists, with an imprint of their names, who
purchased their supplies and services. These, in turn,
were distributed by the dentists to patients.
In 1947, a months-of-the-year set was provided by Maryland Casualty Company, Baltimore, an insurance company,
to agents selling their policies. A very nice October blotter
from this depicts a Halloween scene full of supernatural creatures. Halloween blotters came from other sources as well.
Jack-0-Lantern bulk crepe paper by the Regal Paper Company (Pulaski/ N.Y.), as an example, portrays a black cat, with
hair bristling and a smiling animated pumpkin face, atop a
fence. This most likely dates to the 1930s or early '40s.
Though not directly tied into Halloween, the many
blotters distributed by Blue Coal promoted both its product and the radio show it sponsored, "The Shadow." Images of the mysterious avenger were often used.
The show was broadcast for two decades, from the
1930s to the mid-1950s. Blue Coal was the sponsor for

Beloved 1930s and '40s carton character Gran'pop gazes into his crystal ball. Part of general stock months-of-theyear set sold by important calendar maker Brown & Bigelow.
most of the time, until the late 1940s, when the anthracite
industry collapsed, so we can assume the blotters are of
1930s vintage. This hypothesis is reinforced by an inspection of the telephone numbers of the local dealer's imprinted on the blotters. They all have three and four digit
numbers, a system in use during the '20s and '30s.
How easy are Halloween theme blotters to find? On
a scale of one to ten, they are about a 5. More difficult to
find than Uncle Sam or Santa Claus, but easier than a Norman Rockwell or a World's Fair, they can be found by persistent collectors at prices ranging from $10 to $25.
Where can they be found? Blotters of all kinds are
carried by most ephemera dealers and are listed in their

sales lists, auctions, or offered for sale at shows. Surprisingly, the largest sellers of them tend to be postcard dealers. This is undoubtedly a reflection of the blotter's strong
appeal to card collectors, who find that postcards and blotters share many common bonds. In a few instances, even
some of the same pictorials appear on both.
With the coming of ballpoint pens in the 1950s, blotters became obsolete seemingly overnight. With no new
additions to the topical, the search for those printed so
many years ago intensifies.
Halloween collectibles in every shape and form have
always fascinated collectors. Blotters are just another
wonderful item to pursue.

On Halloween
By Maureen Timm

On Halloween an old witch flies
Upon a broomstick through the skies
'N' gleaming goblins dressed in white
Go sliding gliding through the night
'N' big black bats with big black wings
Go flop against the walls an' things
'N' round eyed owls cry "Who-who-who"
But-I'm not scared a bit, are you?
By Elsie M. Fowler
Traditions unfold through the ages from one generation to another. We follow the traditions of our parents and grandparents and as this process continues, many original ideas become distorted and new traditions unfold. "Trick or Treat" is fun on Halloween Day, but the
real history of Halloween is as follows:
Halloween's origins date back to the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain (pronounced
sowin). The Celts, who lived 2,000 years ago in the area that is now Ireland, the United King-

dom and Northern France celebrated their New Year on November 1. This day marked the end
of summer and the harvest and the beginning of the dark, cold winter, a time of year that was
often associated with human death. Celts believed that on the night before the New Year, the
boundary between the worlds of the living and the dead became blurred. On the night of October 31, they celebrated Samhain, when it was believed that the ghosts of the dead returned to
Continued on page 21
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Holiday

On Halloween
Continued from page 19
earth. In addition to causing trouble and damaging crops, Celts thought that the presence
of the otherworldly spirits made it easier for
the Druids, or Celtic Priests to make predictions about the future. For a people entirely
dependent on the volatile natural world, these
prophecies were an important source of comfort and direction during the long dark winter.
To commemorate the event, Druids built
huge sacred bonfires, where the people gath" "
" "
ered to burn crops and animals as sacrifices
to the Celtic deities. During the celebration,
the Celts wore costumes, typically consisting
of animal heads and skins, and attempted to
tell each other's fortunes. When the celebration was over, they re-lit their hearth fires,
which they had extinguished earlier that
evening, from the sacred bonfire to help protect them during the coming winter.
By A.D.43, Romans had conquered the
majority of Celtic territory. In the course of
the four hundred years that they ruled the
Celtic lands, two festivals of Roman origin
were combined with the traditional celebra- toms of different European ethnic groups, as
tion of Samhain. The first was Feralia, a day well as the American Indians, meshed, a disin late October when the Romans traditional- tinctly American version of Halloween began
ly commemorated the passing of the dead. to emerge. The first celebrations included
Local goods • Global cause
The second was a day to honor Pomona, the "play parties," public events held to celebrate
Roman goddess of fruit and trees. The sym- the harvest, where neighbors would share stobol of Pomona is the apple and the incorpo- ries of the dead, tell each other's fortunes,
Collectibles
• Glassware • Toys
• Books
" "
ration of this celebration into Samhain proba- dance, and sing. Colonial Halloween festivi" "
738 N. Peoria St., Unit A, Aurora, CO 80011
bly explains the tradition of "bobbing" for ap- ties also featured the telling of ghost stories
and mischief making of all kinds. By the midples that is practiced today on Halloween.
303-722-4500
The tradition of dressing in costume for dle of the 19th century, annual autumn festivLike us on Facebook at Safarithrift, www.acc-den.org
Halloween has both European and Celtic ities were common, but Halloween was not
The local community supports our global community of refugees
roots. Hundreds of years ago, winter was an yet celebrated everywhere in the country.
by donating, volunteering and shopping.
In the second half of the 19th century,
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Autumn Scene

On Halloween

By Edgar A. Guest

Continued from page 19
season, and festive costumes.
Parents were encouraged by
newspapers and community
leaders to take anything
"frightening" or "grotesque"
out of Halloween celebrations. Because of their efforts, Halloween lost most of
its superstitious and religious
overtones by the beginning
of the 20th century.
By the 1920s and 1930s,
Halloween had become a
secular, but community-centered holiday, with parades
and town-wide parties as the
featured entertainment. Despite the best efforts of many
schools and communities,
vandalism began to plague
Halloween celebrations in
many communities during
this time. By the 1950s, town
leaders had successfully limited vandalism and Halloween had evolved into a
holiday directed mainly at
the young. Due to the high
number of young children
during the fifties baby boom, parties moved from town civic centers into the classroom or
home, where they could be more easily accommodated. Between 1920 and 1950, the centuries old practice of trick-or-treating was also revived. Trick-or-treating was a relatively inexpensive way for an entire community to share the Halloween celebration. In theory, families
could also prevent tricks being played on them by providing the neighborhood children with
small treats. A new American tradition was born, and it has continued to grow. Today, Americans spend more than $2.5 billion annually on Halloween, making it the country's second
largest commercial holiday.

Upon the hills the giant trees with color were ablaze,
Like smoke from smouldering embers rose the late October haze.
All silent and magnificent I fancied I could see
The Master Artist touching up some solitary tree,
But the glory of the landscape was a flash of crimson flame
At the bottom of the picture where the painter signs his name.
Now I cannot speak the language of the men who paint and draw,
And with technical precision can't describe the scene I saw.
All I know is that a picture was unrolled for me to see,
And the high lights and the shadows seemed just what they ought to be,
But that gorgeous burst of color in the foreground caught my eye,
And I knew it made the landscape, though I couldn't say just why.
It struck me as peculiar, where an earthly painter signs,
The Master Artist splashed His name in tangled shrubs and vines.
And as I stepped up closer I discovered and was glad
He had given that touch of splendor to the poorest stuff He had.
To the common things in summer which man scarcely sees at all
He had given the place of honor
and the glory of the fall.

Happy
Halloween!
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Contest

September’s What is it?

October’s What is it?

We had several correct answers for our September’s What Is
It. Congratulations to Jeanne Reynolds of Nederland, Colorado;
Jacque Rutledge, Northglenn, Colorado; Carolyn Kundel,
Roland, Iowa; Jonathan Bond, Franktown, Colorado; Sylvia
Robertson, Evergreen, Colorado; and Violet Easterling, Edgewater, Colorado. You have all correctly identified the objests as
pestles to grind things in a mortar or mashers. Called beetles,
the beaters above were used for mashing potatoes and other vegetables. Many beaters of this type were whittled by a boy or farm
hand out of a single piece of wood. Congratulations to the winners. They have won a year’s subscription to the Mountain
States Collector.

Send your answers to the What Is It contest, postmarked by October 20, to the Mountain States Collector, P.O. Box 1003, Bailey,
CO 80421.
Three winners will be drawn. Winners receive a year’s subscription to the Mountain States Collector.
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